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TO 

THE EEV. J. E. C. 



OF 

PENNSYLVANIA. 



The kind and disinterested manner in which you have famished 
the materials of the following tale merits a public acknowledgment. 
As your reluctance to appear before the world, however, imposes a 
restraint, you must receive such evidence of gratitude as your own 
prohibition will allow. 

Notwithstanding there arci^o maAy striking and deeply interest- 
ing events in the early history of those from whom you derive your 
being, yet are there hundreds of other families in this country, 
whose traditions, though less accurately and minutely preserved 
than the little narrative you have submitted to my inspection, 
would supply the materials of many moving tales. You have 
every reason to exult in your descent, for surely, if any man may 
claim to be a citizen and a proprietor in the Union, it is one that» 
like yourself, can point to a line of ancestors whose origin is lost in 
the obscurity of time. You are truly an American. In your eyes, 
we of a brief century or two, must appear as little more than 
denizens quite recently admitted to the privilege of a residence. 
That you may continue to enjoy peace and happiness in that land 
where your fathers so long flourished, is the sincere wish of your 
obliged Mend, - 

The Author. 
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PEEFACE. 



At this distant period, when Indian traditions are listened to with 
the interest that we lend to the events of a dark age, it is not easy 
to convey a vivid ima^ of the dangers and privations that onr 
ancestors encountered, in preparing the land we enjov for its pre- 
sent state of secnrity and ahundance. It is the humDle object of 
the tale that will be found in the succeeding pages, to perpetuate 
the recollection of some of the practices and events peculiar to tiie 
early days of our history. 

The general character of the warfare pursued by the natives is 
too weU known to require any preliminary observations, but it may 
be advisable to direct the attention of the reader, for a few mo- 
ments, to those leading circumstances in the history of the times 
that may have some connexion with the principal business of the 
legend. 

The territory which now composes the three states of Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island is said, by the best in- 
formed of our annalists, to have been formerly occupied by four 
great nations of Indians, who were, as usual, subdivided into num- 
berless dependent tribes. Of these people, the Massachusetts pos- 
sessed a large portion of the land which now composes the state of 
that name; the Wampanoags dwelt in what was once the colony 
of Plymouth, and in the northern districts of the Providence Plan- 
tations; the l^arragansetts held the well known islands of the 
beautiful bay which receives its name^ from their nation, and the 
more southern counties of the plantations ; while the Pequots, or, 
as it is ordinarily written ana pronounced, the PequcMii, were 
masters of a broad region that lay along the western boundaries of 
the three other districts. 

There is great obscurity thrown around the polity of the Indians 
who orinnaLly occupied the country Iving near the sea. 

The Europeans, accustomed to aespotic governments, very 
naturally sunposea that the chiefs, found in possession of power, 
were monarohs to whom authority had been transmitted in virtue 
of their birthrights. They consequently gave them the name of 



low far this opinion of the governments of the Aborigines was 
true remains a question, though there is certainly reason to think 
it less erroneous in respect to the tribes of the Atlantio States than 
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to those wlio have since been found further west, where, it is 
sufficiently known, that institutions exist which approach much 
nearer to republics than to monarchies. It may, however, have 
readily happned that the son, proiitin^ by the advantages of his 
situation, often succeeded to the authority of the father by the aid 
of influence, when the established regulations of the tribe acknow- 
ledged no hereditary claim. Let the nrinciple of the descent of 
power be what it would, it is certain the experience of our ances- 
tors proves that, in very many instances, the child was seen to 
occupy the station formerly filled by the father, and that, in most 
of those situations of emergency in which a people so violent were 
often placed, the authority he exercised was as summary as it was 
general. I'he appellation of IJncas came, like those of the Ca^sai-s 
and Pharaohs, to be a sort of synonym for ohief with the Mohegans, 
a tribe of the Pequods, among whom several warriors of this name 
were known to govern in due suoceasion. The renowned Metaoom, 
or, as he is better known to the whites, EingPhilip, was certainly 
the son of Massassoit, the Sachem of the Wampanoags that l^e 
emigrants found in authority when they landed on the rock of 
Plymouth. Miantonimoh, the daring but hapless rival of that 
Uncas who ruled the whole of the Peouod nation, was succeeded in 
authority, among the Naxragansetts, oy his not less heroic and en- 
terprising son Conanohet; and, even at a much later day, we find 
instances of this transmission of power, which furnish strong 
reasons for believing that the ordeor of sueoession was in the direct 
line of blood. 

The early annals of our history are not wanting in touching and 
noble examples of savage heroism. Tirginia has its legend of the 
powerful Powfaattan and his ma^animous daughter, the ill-re- 
qnited Pocahontas; and the ohrontoles of New England are filled 
with the bold designs and daring enterprises of Miantonimoh, of 
Hetaoom, and of Conanohet. All the last-named warriors proved 
themselves worthy of better &tes, dving in a cause and in a manner 
that, had it been their fortunes to have lived in a more advanced 
state of society, would have enrolled their names among the wor- 
thies of the age. 

The first serious war to which the settlers of New England w^re 
exposed, was the struggle with the Pequods. This people was 
subdued after a fierce conflict, and from being enemies, all who 
were not either slain or sent into distant slavery were glad to 
become the auxiliaries of their conquerors. This contest occurred 
within less than twenty years after the Puritans had sought refuge 
inAmeriea. 

There is reason to belieye that Metaoom foresaw the fate of his 
own people in the humbled fortunes of the Pequods. Though his 
lather had been the earliest and constant friend of the whites, it 
is probable that the Puritans owed some portion of this amity to a 
dire neceauty. We are told that a terrible malady had raged 
among the Wampanoags but a short time before the arrival of the 
emigrants, and tnat their numbers had been fearfully reduced hy 
its ravages. Some authors have hinted at the probability of this 
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^ disease liaving been the yellow fever, whose vLdtations ore known 
to be at unoertain and apparently at vary distant intervals. What- 
ever might have been the canse of this destruction of his people^ 
Massassoit is believed to have been induced, by the consequencee, 
to cultivate the alliance of a nation who could protect him against 
the attacks of his ancient and less afflicted foes. But the son 
' appears to have viewed the increasing influence of the whites with 
eyes more jealous than those of the father. He passed the morning 
of his life in maturing his great plan for the destruotion of the 
strange race, and his later years were spent in abortive attempts to 
put this bold design in execution. His restless activity in plotting 
the confederation against the English, his fierce and ruthless 
manner of waging the war, his defeat, and his death are too well 
known to require repetition. 

There is also a wild and romantic interest thrown about the 
obscure history of a Frenchman of that period. This man is said 
to have been an oficer of rank in the service of his king, and ta 
have belonged to the privileged dass which then monopolized all 
the dignities and emoluments of the kingdom of France. The 
traditions, and even the written annals of the first century of our 

Jossession of America, connect the Baron de la Castine with the 
esuits, who were thought to entertain views of coDverting the 
savages to Christianity, not unmingled with the desire of establish* 
ing a more temporal dominion over their minds. It is, however* 
difficult to say whether taste, or religion, or policy, or necessity, 
induced this nobleman to quit the salons of Paris lor the wilds of 
the Penobscot. It is merely known that he passed the greater part 
of his life on that river, in a rude fortress that was then called a 
palace, that he had many wives, a numerous progeny, and that ho 
possessed a great influence over most of the tribes that dwelt in his 
vicinity. Be is also believed to have been the instrument of 
furnishing the savages who were hostile to the English with 
ammunition and with weapons of a more deadly character than 
those used in their earlier wars. In whatever de^ee he may have 
participated in the plan to exterminate the Puritans, death pre- 
vented him from assisting in the final effort of Metacom. 

The Narragansetts are often mentioned in these pages. A few 
years before me period at which the tale commences, Miantonimoh 
had waged a ruthless war against Uncas, the Peouod or Mohegan 
chief. Fortune favoured the latter, who, probably assisted by nis 
civilized allies, not only overthrew the bands of the other, but 
succeeded in capturing the person of his enemy. The chief of the 
Narragansetts tost his life, through the agency of the whites, on 
the place that is now known by the appellation of "the Sachem's 
Plain." 

It remains only to throw a little light on the leading incidents of 
the war of King Philip. The first blow was struck in June, 1675, 
rather more than half a century after the English first landed in 
New England, and just a century before blood was drawn in the 
contest which separated the colonies from the mother country. 
The scene was a settlement near the celebrated Mount Hope in 
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Rhode Island, where Metacom and his father had both long: held 
their councils. From this point bloodshed and massacre extended 
along the whole frontier of New England. Bodies of horse and 
foot were enrolled to meet the foe, and towns were burnt and lives 
were taken by both parties, with little, and often with no respect for 
age, condition, or sex. 

In no struggle with the native owners of the soil was the growing 
power of the whites placed in so great jeopardy as in this celebrated 
contest with King Philip. The venerable historian of Connecticut 
estimates the loss of lives at nearly one-tenth of the whole number 
of the fighting mes, and the destruction of houses and other edifices^ 
to have been m an equal proportion. One family in every eleven 
throughout idl New England was burnt out. As the colonists 
nearest the sea were exempt from the danger, an idea may be 
formed, from this calculation, of the risks and sufferings of those 
who dwelt in more exposed situations. The Indians did not 
escape without retaliation. The principal nations, already men- 
tioned, were so much reduced as never afterwards to offer any 
serious resistance to the whites, who have since converted the 
whole of their ancient hunting grounds into the abodes of civilized 
man. Metacom, Miantonimoh, and Conanchet, with their war- 
riors, have become the heroes of song and legend, while the de- 
scendants of those Who laid waste their dominions and destroyed 
their race are yielding a tardy tribute to the high daring and 
savage grandeur of their characters. 
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CHAPTER I. 

•• I may di^oin my hand, but not my faith." 

Shakspeabe. 

The incidents of this tale must be sought in a remote period of 
the annals of America. A colony of self-devoted and pious refugees 
from religious persecution had landed on the rock of Plymouth, 
less than half a century before the time at which the narrative 
commences ; and they, and their descendants, had already trans- 
formed many a broad waste of wilderness into smiling iields and 
cheerful villages. The labours of the emigrants had been chiefly 
limited to the country on the coast, which, by its proximity to the 
waters that rolled between them and Europe, afforded the semblance 
of a connexion with the land of their forefathers and the distant 
abodes of civilization. But enterprise and a desire to search for 



still more fertile domains, together with the temptation offered by 
the vast and unknown regions that lav along their western and 
northern borders, had induced many bold adventurers to penetrate 



more deeply into the forests. The precise spot, to which we desire 
to transport the imagination of the reader, was one of these esta- 
blishments of what may, not inaptly, be called the forlorn hope, in 
the march of civilization through the country. 

So little was then known of the great outlines of the American 
continent, that, when the Lords Saye and Sole, and Brooke, con- 
nected with a^few associates, obtained a grant of the territory 
which now composes the state of Connecticut, the King of England 
aflSxed his name to a patent, which constituted them proprietors of 
a country that should extend from the shores of the Atlantic to 
those of the South Sea. Notwithstanding the apparent hopeless- 
ness of ever subduing, or of even occunying a territory like this, 
emigrants from the mother colony of Massacnusetts were found 
ready to commence the Herculean labour, within fifteen years from 
the day when they had first put foot upon the well-known rock 
Itself. The fort of Saye-Brooke, the towns of Windsor, HartforcL 
and New Haven, soon sprang into existence, and, from that period 
to this, the little community, which then had birth, has been* 
steadily, calmly, and prosperously advancing in its career, a model 
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of order and reason, and the hive from whioh swarms of industrioiu, 
hardy, and enlightened yeomen have since spread themselves over 
a sunace so vast, as to create an impression that they still aspire to 
the possession of the immense regions included in their original 
grant. 

Among the religionists, whom disgust or persecution had early 
driven into the voluntary exile of the colomes, was more than an 
usual proportion of men of character and education. The reckless 
and the gay, younger sons, soldiers unemployed, and students from 
the inns of court, early sought advancement and adventure in the 
more southern provinces, where slaves offered impunity from labour, 
and where war with a bolder and more stirring policy oftener gave 
rise to scenes of excitement, and, of course, to the exercise of the 
faculties best suited to their habits and dispositions. The more 
grave, and the religiously disposed, found refuge in the colonies of 
New England. Thither a multitude of private gentlemen trans- 
ferred their fortunes and their families, imparting a character of 
intelligence and a moral elevation to the coimtry wmch it has nobly 
sustained to the present hour. 

The nature of the civil wars in England had enlisted many men 
(rf deep and sincere piety in the profession of arms. Some of them 
had retired to the colonies before the troubles of the mother country 
leached their crisis^ and others continued to arrive throughout the 
whole period of their existence until the Kestoration ; when crowds 
of those who had been disaffected to the house of Stuart sought the 
security of these distant possessions. 

A stem, fanatical soldier, of the name of Heathcote, had been 
among the first of his class to throw aside the sword for the imple- 
ments of industrypeculiar to the advancement of a newly esta- 
blished country. How far the influence of a young wife may have 
affected his decision it is not germane to our present object to con- 
sider, though the records, from which the matter we are about to 
relate is gleaned, give reason to suspect that he thought his do- 
mestic harmony would not be less secure in the wilds of the new 
world, than among the companions with whom his earlier associa- 
tions would naturally have brought him in communion. 

Like himself, his consort was bom of one of those families which, 
taking their rise in the franklins of the times of the Edwards and 
Henrys, had become possessors of hereditary landed estates, that, 
by their gradually increasing value, had elevated them to the 
station of small oountnr gentlemen. In most other nations of 
Europe they would have been rated in the class of ihe petite noblesse. 
But the domestic happiness of Captain Heathcote was doomed to 
reoeive a fatal blow, from a quarter where circumstances had given 
him but little reason to apprehend dangler. The very day he landed 
in the long-wished-for asvlum, his wife made him the father of a 
noble boy, a gift that she bestowed at the melancholy price of her 
own existence* Twenty years the senior of the woman who had 
followed his fortunes to these distant regions, the retired warrior 
had always considered it to be perfectly and absolutely within the 
order of things, that he himself was to be the first to pay the debt 
of nature. While the visions which Captain Heathcote entertained 
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of a future world were snfficieiitly vivid and distinct, there is rea- 
son to think they were seen through a tolerably long: vista of quiet 
and comfortable enjoyment in this. Though the calamity cast an 
additional aspect of seriousness over a character that was already 
more than chastened by the subtleties of sectarian doctrines, he 
was not of a nature tooe unmanned by any vicissitude of human 
fortune. He lived on, useful and unbending: in his habits, a pillar 
of streng:th in the way of wisdom and courag:e to the immediate 
neighbourhood among whom he resided, but reluctant from temper, 
and from a disposition which had been shadowed by withered hap- 
piness, to enact that part in the public affairs of the little state to 
which his comparative wealth and previous habits might well 
have entitled him to aspire. He &:ave his son such an education as 
his own resources and those of the infant colony of Massachusetts 
afforded, and, by a sort of delusive piety, into* whose merits we have 
no desire to look, he thought he had abo furnished a commendable 
evidence of his own desperate resi^ation to the will of Providence, 
in causing hiTn to be publicly christened by the name of Content. 
His own bantismal appellation was Mark; as indeed had been that 
of most of nis ancestors, for two or three centuries. When the 
world was a little uppermost in his thoughts, as sometimes happens 
with the most humble spirits, he had even been heard to speak of a 
Sir Mark of his family, who had ridden a knight in the train of 
one of the more warlike kin&:s of his native land. 

There is some ground for believing, that the great parent of evil 
early looked with a malignant eye on the example of peacefulness, 
and of unbending morality^ that the colonists of J^Tew England were 
setting to the rest of Christendom. At any rate, come from what 
Quarter they might, schisms and doctrinal contentions arose among 
tne emigrants themselves ; and men, who together had deserted the 
firesides of their forefathers in quest of reliffious peace, were ere 
long seen separating their fortunes, in order that each might enjoy, 
niunolested, those peculiar shades of faith, which aU had the pre- 
sumption, no less than the folly, to believe were necessary to pro- 
pitiate the omnipotent and merciful Father of the universe. If our 
task were one of theology, a wholesome moral on the vanity, no 
less than on the absurdity of the race, might be here introduced to 
some advantage. 

"When Mark Heathcote announced to the community, in which 
he had now sojourned more than twenty years, that he intended for 
a second time to establish his altars in the wilderness, in the hope 
that he and his household might worship God as to them seemed 
most right, the intelligence was received with a feeling allied to 
awe. I)octrine and zeal were momentarily forgotten in the respect 
and attachment which had been unconsciously created by the 
united influence of the stem severity of his air, and of the unde- 
niable virtues of his practice. The elders of the settlement com- 
muned with him freely and in charity; but the voice of conciliation 
and alliance came too late. He listened to the reasonings of the 
ministers who were assembled from all the adjoining parishes, in 
sullen respect; and he joined in the petitions for light and instruc- 
tion, that were offeyed up on the occasion, with the deep reverence 
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.with "whicli he ever drew near to the footstool of the Almighty; 
but he did both in a temper into which too much positiveness of 
spiritual pride had entered, to open his heart to that sympathy and 
charity, which, as they are the characteristics of our mild and for- 
bearing doctrines, should be the study of those who profess to 
follow their precepts. All that was seemly, and all that was 
usual were done; but the purpose of the stubborn sectarian re- 
mained unchanged. His final decision is worthy of being recorded. 

**My youth was. wasted in ungodliness and ignorance,** he said, 
"but in my manhood have I known the Lord. Near two score 
years have I toiled for the truth, and all that weary time have I 
passed in trimming my lamps, lest, like the foolish vir^s, I should 
be caught unprepared ; and now, when my loins are girded and my 
race is nearly run, shall I become a backslider and falsifier of the 
word! Much have I endured, as you know, in quitting the earthly 
mansion of mj fathers, and in encountering the dangers of sea and 
land for the faith, and rather than let ffo its hold, will I once more 
cheerfully devote to the howling wildemess, ease, offspring, and, 
should it be the wiU of Providence, life itself !*' 

The day of parting was one of unfeigned and general sorrow. 
Notwithstanding the austerity of the ola man*s character, and the 
nearly unbending severity of his brow, the milk of human kindness 
had often been seen distilling from his stern nature in acts that did 
not admit of misinterpretation. There was scarcely a young be- 
ginner in the laborious and ill-requited husbandry of the township 
he inhabited, a district at no time considered either profitable or 
fertile, who could not recall some secret and kind aia which had 
flowed from a hand that, to the world, seemed clenched in cautious 
and reserved frugality ; nor did any of the faithful of his vicinity 
cast their fortunes together in wedlock, without receiving from him 
evidences of an interest in their worldly happiness, that was far 
more substantial than words. 

On the morning when the vehicles, groaning with the household 
goods of Mark Heathcote, were seen quitting his door, and taldng 
the road which led to the sea side, not a human being, of sufficient 
age, within many miles of his residence, was absent from the in- 
teresting spectacle. The leave-taking, as usual on all serious 
occasions, was preceded by a hymn and prayer, and then the 
Btemly-minded adventurer embraced his neighbours, with a mien 
in which a subdued exterior struggled fearfully and strangely with 
emotions^ that, more than once, threatened to oreak through even 
the formidable barriers of his acquired manner. The inhabitants 
of every building on the road were in the open air, to receive and 
to return the parting benediction. More than once, they who 
guided his teams were commanded to halt, and aXL near, nossessing 
human aspirations and human responsibility, were collected to 
offer petitions in favour of him who departed, and of those wlio 
xemamed. The requests for mortal privileges were somewhat light 
and hasty, but the askings in behalf of mtellectual and spiritual 
light were long, fervent and oft repeated. In this characteristic 
ananner did one of the first of the emigrants to the new world 
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makeHs second removal into scenes of renewed bodily anffering, 
privation, and danger. 

Neither person nor property was transferred from place to place 
in this country, at the middle of the seventeenth century, with the 
despatch and with the facilities of the present time. The roads 
were necessarily few and short, and communication by water was 
irregular, tardy, and far from commodious. A wide barrier of 
forest lying between that portion of Massachusetts-bay, from which 
Mark Heathcote emigrated, and the spot, near the Connecticut 
river, to which it was nis intention to proceed, he was induced to 
adopt the latter mode of conveyance. But a long delay intervened 
between the time when he commenced his short journey to the coast, 
and the hour when he was finally enabled to embark. During this 
detention he and his household sojourned among the godly-minded 
of the narrow peninsula, where there already existed the germ of 
a flourishing town, and where the spires of a noble and pictoesque 
city now elevate themselves above so many thousand roofs. 

The son did not leave the colony of his birth and the haunts of 
his youth, with the same unwavering obedience to the call of duty, 
as the father. There was a fair, a youtiiful, and a gentle being in 
the recently established town of Boston, of an age, station, opinions, 
fortunes, and, what was of still greater importance, of sympathies 
suited to his own. Her form had long mingled with those holy 
ima^s, which his stem instruction taught him to keep most 
familiarly before the mirror of his thoughts. It is not surprising 
then, that the ^outh hailed the delay as propitious to his wishes, or 
that he turned it to the account which the promptings of u pure 
affection so naturally suggested. He was united to the gentle 
Euth Harding only tiae week before the father sailed on Ms second 
pilgrrimage. 

It is not our intention to dwell on the incidents of the voyage. 
Though the genius of an extraordinary man had discoverea uie 
world which was now beginning to fill with civilized men, naviga- 
tion at that day was not brilliant in accomplishments. A passage 
among the shoals of Nantucket must have been one of actual 
danger, no less than of terror ; and the ascent of the Connecticut 
itself, was an exploit worthy of being mentioned. In due time the 
adventurers landed at the English fort of Hartford, where they 
tarried for a season, in order to obtain rest and spiritual comfort. 
But the peculiarity of doctrine, on which Mark Heathcote laid so 
much stress, was one that rendered it advisable for him to retire 
still further from the haunts of men. Accompanied by a few 
followers he proceeded on an exploring expedition, and the end of 
the summer found him once more establisned on an estate that he 
had acquired by the usual simple forms practised in the colonies, 
and at the trifling cost for which extensive districts were then set 
apart as the property of individuals. 

The love of the things of this life, while it certainly existed, was 
far from being predominant in the affections of the Puritan. He 
was frugal from habit and principle, more than from an undue 
longing after worldly wealth. He contented himself, thereforoi 
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with aoqniringr an estate that should be yaluable» rather from its 
qnalitv and oeauty. than from its extent. Manv of such places 
offered themselves, between the settlements of W eathersfield and 
Hartford, and that imaginary line which separated the ])osse8sion8 
of the colony he had quitted, from those of the one he ioined. He 
made his location, as it is termed in the language of the country, 
near the northern boundary of the latter. Tlus spot, hj the aid oi 
an expenditure that might have been considered lavish for the 
countiy and the age, of some lingering of taste, which even the self- 
denyinff and subdued habits of his later life had not entirely extin- 
guishea, and of great natural beauty in the distribution of land, 
water, and wood, the emigrant contrived to convert into an abode, 
that was not more desirable for its retirement from the temptations 
of the world, than for its rural loveliness. 

After this memorable act of conscientious self-devotion, years 
nassed away in quiet, amid a species of negative prosperity. Eumours 
from the old world reached tne ears of the tenants of this secluded 
settlement months after the events to which they referred were 
elsewhere forgotten, and tmnults and wars in the sister colonies 
oame to their knowledge only at distant and tardy intervals. In 
the mean time, the limits of the colonial establishments were gra- 
dually extending themselves, and valleys were beginning to be 
oleared nearer and nearer to their own. Old age had now begun to 
make some visible impression on the iron frame of the captain, and 
the fresh colour of youth and health, with which his son had 
entered the forest, was giving way to the brown covering produced 
by ex^sure and toil. We say of toil, for independently of the 
habits and opinions of the country, whion strongly reprobated idle- 
ness, even in those most gifted by fortune, the djcdly difficulties of 
their situation, the chase, and the long ana intricate passages that 
the veteran himself was compelled to adventure in the surrounding 
forest, partook largely of the nature of the term we have used. 
Buth continued blooming and youthful, though maternal anxiety 
was soon added to her o&er causes of care. Still, for a long sea- 
xoite extraordinary regrets for the step 
te particular imeasiness in behalf of the 
r such by their frontier position they had 
^e strange and awful tidings ot the 
of the interregnum, as a reign of more 
)rosperity is called, and of the resto- 
10 is strangely enough termed a martyr, 
nwonted chances in the fortunes of kings, 
with, deep and reverential submission to 
eyes crowns and sceptres are merely the 
world. Like most of his contemporaries, 
the western continent, his political opi- 
ublican, had a leaning to libertv that was 
khe doctrine of the divine rig:nts of the 
5n too far removed from the stirring pas- 
r excited those nearer to the throne, to 

^ mctity, and to sully its brightness with 

Uood, When the transient and straggling visitors Qiat, at long 
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intervals, visited Ms settlement, spoke of the Protector, who for so 
many years ruled England with an iron hand, the eyes of the old 
man would gleam with sudden and singular interest; and onoe, 
when commenting after evening prayer on the vanity and vicissi- 
tudes of this life, he acknowledged that the extraordinary indivi- 
dual who was, in substance if not in name, seated on the throne of 
the Flantagenets, had been the boon companion and ungodly asso* 
oiate of many of his youthful hours. Tnen would follow a long, 
wholesome, extemporaneous homily on the idleness of setting the 
afiGsctions on the things of life, and a half-suppressed, but still 
intelli^ble commendation of the wiser course which had led him to 
raise ms own tabernacle in the wilderness, instead of weakening the 
chances of eternal glory by striving too much for the possession of 
the treacherous vanities of the world. 

But even the gentle and ordinarily little observant Ruth might 
trace the kindling of the eye, the xnitting of the brow, and the 
flushings of his pale and farrowed cheek, as the murderous conflicts 
of the civil wars became the themes of the ancient soldier's dis- 
course. There were moments when religious submission, and we 
had almost said religious precepts, were partially forgotten, as he 
explained to his attentive son and listening grandchild, the nature 
of the onset, or the quality and dignity of the retreat. At suoh 
times, his still nervous hand would even wield the blade, in order to 
instruct the latter in its uses, and many a long wintry evening was 
passed in thus Indirectly teaching an art that was so much at vari- 
ance with the mandates of his dlvine^Ma8ter. The chastened sol- 
dier, however, never forgot to close his instruction with a petition 
extraordinary, in the customary prayer, that no descendant of h^ 
should ever take life from a being unprepared to die, except in jus- 
tiflable defence of his faith, his person, or his lawtul rights. ^ ft 
must be admitted, that a liberal construction of the reserved privi- 
leges would leave sufficient matter, to exercise the subtiety ox one 
irobiect to any extraordinary propensity to arms.^ 

Few opportunities were however o£^ered, in their remote situation 
and with their peaceful habits, for the practice of a theory that had 
been taught in so many lessons. Indian alarms, as they were 
termed, were not unfrequent, but, as yet, they had never produced 
more than terror in the Dosoms of the gentle Buth and her vounc' 
offspring. It is true, tiiey had heard of travellers massacred, and 
of families separated by captivity, but, either by a happy fortune, 
or by more than ordinary prudenoe in the settiers who were esta- 
blished along that immediate frontier, the knife and the tomahawk 
had as yet been sparingly used in the colony of Connecticut, A 
threatening and dangerous struggle with the i)utch, in the adjoin- 
ing province of Newl^etherlands, had been averted by the foresight 
and moderation of the rulers of the New Plantations, and though a 
warlike and powerful native chief kept the neighbouring colonies 
of Massachusetts and Bhode-Island in a state of constant watchful- 
ness, from the cause Just mentioned the apprehension of danger was 
greatly weakened in the breasts of those so remote, as the indivi- 
auals who composed the family of our emigrant. 

In this quiet manner did yeara glide by» the aurronnding irmoh 
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ncss slowly retreating from tlie habitations of the Heathcotes, until 
they found themselves in the possession of as many of the comforts 
of life, as their utter seclusion &om the rest of the world could give 
them reason to expect. 

With this preliminary explanation, we shall refer the reader to 
the succeeding narrative for a more minute, and we hope for a more 
interesting account of the incidents of a legend that may prove too 
homely for the tastes of those, whose imaginations seek the excite- 
ment of scenes more stirring, or of a condition of life less naturaL 



CHAPTER n. 

•* Sir, I do know yon ; 
And dare, upon the warrant of my art» 
Commend a dear tbing to yoo.** 

King Lear » 

At the ]^recise time when the action of our piece commences, a fine 
and fruitful season was drawing to a close. The harvests of the 
hay and of the smaller corns had long been over, and the younger 
Heathcote with his labourers had passed a day in depriving the 
luxuriant maize of its tops, in order to secure the nutritious blades 
for fodder, and to admit the sun and air to harden a ^ain, that is al- 
most considered the staple production of the region he inhabited. The 
veteran Mark had ridden amon? the workmen, during their light 
toil, as well to enjoy a si^ht which promised abundance to his flocks 
and herds, as to throw m, on occasion, some wholesome spiritual 
precept, in which doctrinal subtiety was far more prominent than 
the rules of practice. The hirelings of his son (tor he had long 
since yielded the management of the estate to Content), were, with- 
out an exception, young men bom in the country, and long use 
and much training nad accustomed them to a blending of religious 
exercises with most of the employinents of life. They listened, 
therefore, with respect, nor did en impious smile, or an impatient 
glance, escape the lifirhtest-minded of their number, during Ms ex- 
hortations, though the homilies of the old man were neither very 
brief, nor particularly original. But devotion to the one great 
cause of their existence, austere habits, and unrelaxed industry in 
keepiuff alive a flame of zeal that had been kindled in the other 
hemisphere, to bum longest and brijpphtest in this, had interwoven 
the practice mentioned with most of the opinions andpleasures of 
these metaphysical, though simple-minded!^ people. Tne toil went 
on none the less cheerily for the extraordinary accompaniment, and 
Content himself, by a certain glimmering of superstition, which 
appears to be the concomitant of excessive religious zeal, was fain 
to think that the sun shone more brightiy on their labours, and 
that the earth gave forth more of its fruits, while these holy sen- 
timents were flowing from the lips of a father whom he piously 
loved and deeply reverenced. 

But when the sun, usually at that season in the climate of Con- 
160tiout» a bright imahrouded oib, fell towards the tree-tons which 
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botmded the western horizon, the old man beffan to grow weary 
with his own well-doing. He therefore finished his discourse with 
a wholesome admonition to the youths to complete their tasks 
before they quitted the field, and, turning: the head of his horse, he 
rode slowly, and with a musing air towards the dwellings. It is 
probable that for some time the thoughts of Mark were occupied 
with the intellectual matter he had just been handling with so 
much power, but when his little nag stopped of itself on a small 
eminence, which the crooked cow pam he was following crossed, his 
mind yielded to the impression of more worldly and more sensible 
objects. As the scene, that drew his contemplations from so many 
abstract theories to the realities of life, was peculiar to the country, 
and is more or less connected with the subject of our tale, we shall 
endeavour briefly to describe it. 

A small tributary of the Connecticut divided the view into two 
nearly equal parts. The fertile flats, that extended on each of its 
banks for more than a mile, had been early stripped of their bur- 
then of forest, and they now lay in placid meadows, or in fields, 
from which the grain oi the season had lately disappeared, and over 
which the plough had already left the marks of recent tillage. 
The whole of the plain, which ascended gently from the rivulet 
towards the forest, was subdivided in enclosures by numberless 
fences, constructed in the rude but substantial manner of the 
country. Kails, in which lightness and economy of wood had been 
but little consulted, lying in zig-zag lines, like the anproaches 
which the besieger msJces in his cautious advance to the hostile 
fortress, were piled on each other, until barriers, seven or eight feet 
in height, were interposed to the inroads of vicious cattle. In one 
spot, a large, square vacancy had been cut into the forest, and 
though numberless stumps of trees darkened its surface, as indeed 
they did many of the fields on the flats themselves, bright, ^een 
grain was sprouting forth, luxuriantly, from the rich and vir^ 
soil. Hi^h against the side of an adjacent hill, that might aspire 
to be called a low rocky mountain, a similar invasion liad been 
made on tke dominion of the trees ; but caprice or convenience had 
induced an abandonment of the clearing, after it had ill-requited 
the toil of felling the timber by a single crop. In this spot, 
straggling, girdled, and consequently dead trees, piles of logs, and 
black and charred stubs were seen deforming the beauty of a field 
that would otherwise have been striking, from its deep setting in 
the woods. Much of the surface of this opening, too, was now, con- 
cealed by bushes of what is termed the second growth ; though, 
here and there, places appeared in which the luxuriant white clover, 
natural ix> the country, nad followed the close grazing of the flocks. 
The eyes of Mark were bent, inquiringly, on this clearing, which, 
•by an air-line, might have been half-a-mile from the place where 
his horse had stepped, for the sounds of a dozen diflerently-toned 
cow-bells were brought, on the stiU air of the evening, to his ears, 
from among ite bushes. 

The evidences of civilization were the least equivocal, however, 
on and around a natural elevation in the land, wnich arose so sud- 
denly on the very bank of the stream as to give to it the appearance 
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of a work of art, Whetlier these mounds once existed eveiywhere on 
the face of the earth, and have disappeared before long tillage and 
labour, we shall not presume to coivjecture, but we have reason to 
think that thev occur much more frequently in certain parts of our 
own country than in any other familiarly known to ordinar]^ tra- 
vellers, unless, perhaps, it may be in some of the valleys of Switzer- 
land. The practised veteran had chosen the summit of this flat- 
tened cone mr the establishment of that species of military defence 
which the situation of the country, and the character of the enemy 
he had to guard against, rendered advisable, as well as customary. 

The dwelling was of wood, and constructed of the ordinary 
frame- work, with its thin covering of boards. It was long:, low, 
and irregular; bearing marks of havinfi[ been reared at dmerent 
I)eriods, as the wants of an increasing family had required addi- 
tional accommodation. It stood near the verge of the natural 
declivity ; and on that side of the hill where its base was washed 
by the rivulet, a rude piazza stretching along the whole of its front 
and overhanging the stream. Several large, irregular, and clumsy 
chimneys rose out of different parts of the roofs — another proof that 
comfort, rather than taste, had been consulted in the disposition of 
the buildings. There were also two or three detached offices on the 
summit of the hill, placed near the dwellings, and at points most 
convenient for their several uses. A stranger might have remarked 
thdt they were so disposed as to form, as far as they went, the diffe- 
rent sides of a hollow square. Notwithstanding the great lengtl^ 
of the principal building, and the disposition of the more minute 
and detached parts, this desirable formation would not, however, 
have been obtained were it not that two rows of rude constructions 
in logs, from which the bark had not even been stripped, served to 
eke out the parts that were deficient. These primeval edifices wer© 
used to contain various domestic articles, no less than provisions; 
and they also funiished numerous lodging-rooms for the labourers 
and the inferior dependents of the farm. By the aid of a few 
strong and high gates of hewn timber, those parts of the buildmgs 
which had not been made to unite in the original oon8truction« 
were sufficientiy connected to oppose so many barriers against ad- 
mission into the inner court. 

But the building which was most conspicuous by its position, no 
less than by the singularity of its construction, stood on a low, 
artificial mound in the centre of the quadrangle. It was high, 
hexa^nal in shape, and crowned with a roof that came to a pointy 
and from whose peak rose a towering flag-staff. The foundation 
was of stone ; but, at the height of a man above the earth, the sides 
were made of massive, squared logs, firmly united by an ingenious 
combination of thefr en^Sj as well as by perpendicular supporters 
pinned closely into their sides. In this citadel, or block-house, as, 
from its materials, it was technically called, there were two diffe- 
rent tiers of long, narrow loop-holes, but no regular windows. The 
rays of the setting sun, however, glittered on one or two small 
"Denings in the roof, in which glass had been set, furnishing 
'enoe that the summit of the building was sometimes used for 
purposes than those of defence. 
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About half-way up the Bides of the eminence on which the dwell* 
inff stood was an unbroken line of high palisadoes, made of the 
bodies of ^oung trees» firmly knit together oy braces and horizontal 
pieces of timber, and evidently kept in a state of jealous and com- 
plete repair. The air of the whole of this frontier fortress was neat 
and oonofortable, and, considering that the use of artillery was un- 
known to those forests, not unmiJitary. 

At no great distance from the base of the hill stood the bams and 
the stableB. They were surrounded by a vast range of rude but 
warm sheds, beneath which« sheep ana horned cattle were usually 
sheltered from the storms of the rigorous winters of the climate. 
The surfaces of the meadows immediately around the out>buildings, 
were of a smoother and richer sward than those in the distance, and 
the fences were on a far more artificial, and x>erhaps durable, 
though scarcelv on a more serviceable plan. A large orchard of 
some ten or fifteen years' growth, too, added ^atly to the air of 
improvement which put this smiling valley in such strong and 
pleasin^r contrast to the endless and nearly untenanted woods by 
which it was environed. 

Of the interminable forest it ia not necessarv to speak. With 
the solitary exception on the mountain side, and of here and there 
a wind-row, alon^ which the trees had been uprooted by the farious 
blasts that sometimes sweep off acres of our trees in a minute, the 
eye could find no other object to study in the vast setting of this 
quiet rural picture but the seemingly endless maze of wilderness. 
The broken surface of the land, however, Hmited the view to an 
horizon of no great extent, though the art of man could scarcely 
devise colours so vivid or so gay as those which were afibrded by 
the brilliant hues of the foliage. The keen, biting fr^osts known at 
the dose of a New England autumn» had already touched the broad 
and fringed leaves of the maples, and the sudden and secret pro^ 
oess had Deen wrought upon all the other varieties of the forest, 
producing that magical en^t which can be nowhere seen, except in 
regions in which nature is so bountiful and luxuriant in summer^ 
and so sudden and so stem in the change of the seasons. 

Over this picture of prosperity and peace, the eye of old Mark 
Heathcote wandered with a keen degree of worldly prudence. The 
melaneholy sounds of the variously toned bells, ringing hollow and 
plaintively among the arches of the woods, gave him reason to be- 
lieve that the herds of the family were returning, voluntarily, from 
their unlimited forest pasturage. His grandson, a fine spirited boy 
of some fourteen years, was approaching through the fields. The 
youngster drove before him a small fiock, which domestic necessity 
compelled the family to keep at great occasional loss, and at a 
heavy expense of time and trouble { both of which could alone pro- 
tect them from the ravages of the beasts of prey. A species of half- 
witted serving lad, whom charity had induced the old man to 
harbour among his dependants, was seen issuing frY)m the woods, 
nearly in a line with the neglected clearing on the mountain side. 
The latter advanced, shouting and urging before him a drove 
of oolte as shaggy, as wayward, and nearly as untamed as himself. 
" How now, weak one?" said the Puritan, with a wyere eye, aa 
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the two lads approached him with their several ohargfes trcm. differ- 
ent directions, and nearly at the same instant ; " how now, sirrah ; 
dost worry the cattle in this gait when the eyes of the prudent are 
turned from thee ? Do as thou wouldst he done by, is a iust and 
healthful admonition, that the learned and the simple, the weak 
and the strong of mind, should alike recal to their thoughts and 
their practice. I do not know that an over-driven oolt will be at 
all more apt to make a gentle and useful beast in its prime, than 
one treated with kindness and care." 

** I believe the evil one has got into all the kine no less than into 
the foals," sullenly returned the lad; "I've called to them in 
anger, and I've spoken to them as if they had been m^r natural kin, 
and yet neither fair word nor foul ton^e will bring them to 
hearken to advice. There is something frightful in the woods this 
very sun-down, master; or colts that 1 have driven the summer 
through would not be a^t to give this unfair treatment to one they 
ought to know to be their friend." 

" Thy sheep are counted, Mark ?" resumed the grandfather, turn- 
ing towards nis descendant with a less austere, but always an 
authoritative brow ; " thy mother hath need of every fleece to pro- 
vide covering for thee and others like thee ; thou knowest, child, 
that the creatures are few, and our winters weary and cold." 

** My mother's loom shall never be idle from carelessness of mine," 
returned the coniident boy; "but counting and wishing cannot 
make seven and thirty fleeces where there are only six and thirty 
backs to carry them. I have been an hour among the briers and 
bushes of the hill logging, looking for the lost wether, and vet 
neither lock, hoof, hide, nor horn is there to say what hath be- 
fallen the animal." 

" Thou hast lost a sheep !— this carelessness will cause thy mother 
to grieve." 

"Grandfather, I have been no idler. Since the last hunt, the 
flock hath been allowed to browse the woods, for no man, in all that 
week, saw wolf, panther, or bear, though the country was up, from 
the great river to the outer settlements of the colony. The Diggpest 
four-footed animal, that lost its hide in the muster, was a thin- 
ribbed deer, and the stoutest battle given, was between wild 
Whittal Ring, here, and a wood-chuck that kept him at arms 
length, for the better part of an afternoon." 

"Thy tale may be true, but it neither finds that which is lost, 
nor completeth the number of thy mother's flock. Hast thoil 
ridden carefully throughout the clearing; it is not long, since I 
saw the animals grazing in that quarter. What hast thou twisting 
in thy fingers, in that wasteful and unthankful manner, Whittal ? 

" What would make a winter blanket, if there was enough of it I 
wool! and wool too, that came from the thigh of old Straight- 
Horns; else have I forgotten a leg, that gives the longest and 
coarsest hair at the shearing." 

" That truly seemeth a lock from the animal that is wanting," 
exclaimed the other boy. " lliere is no other creature in the flock 
with fleece so coarse and shaggy. Where found you the liandfujl« 
Whittal King?" 
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*' Growing on the branch of a thorn. Queer fruit this, masters, 
to be seen where young plums ought to ripen !'* 

" Go, go," iaterrupted the old man, " thou idlest, and misspendest 
the time in vain talk. Go, fold thy flock, Mark ; and do thou, 
weak one, house thv charge with less uproar than is wont. We 
should remember that the voice is given to man, firstly, that he 
may improve the blessing in thanksgivings and petitions ; secondly, 
to communicate such gifts as may be imparted to himself, and 
which it is his bounden duty to attempt to impart to others ; and 
then, thirdly, to declare his natural wants and incliuations." 

With this admonition, which probably proceeded from a secret 
consciousness in the Puritan, that he had permitted a momentary 
cloud of selfishness to obscure the brightness of his faith, the 
party separated. The grandson and the hireling took their several 
ways to the folds, while old Mark, himseK, slowly continued his 
course towards the dwellings. It was near enough to the hours of 
darkness, to render the preparations we have mentioned prudent ; 
still no urgency called for particular haste, in the return of the 
veteran to the shelter and protection of his own comfortable and 
secure abode. He therefore loitered along the path, occasionally 
Btoi)ping to look into the prospects of the young crops, that were 
beginning to spring up in readiness for the coming year, and at 
times bending his gaze around the whole of his limited horizon, 
like one who had the habit of exceeding and unremitted care. 
. One of these numerous pauses promised to be much longer than 
usual. Instead of keeping his understanding eye on the grain, the 
look of the old man appeared fastened, as by a charm, on some 
distant and obscure object. Doubt and uncertainty, for many 
minutes, seemed to mingle in his gaze. But all hesitation had 
apparently disappeared, as his lips severed and he spoke, perhaps 
imconsciously, to himself, aloud. 

" It is no deception," were the low words, " but a Uving and an 
accountable creature of the Lord's. Many a day has passed since 
such a sight hath been witnessed in this vale ; but my eye greatly 
deceives me, or yonder cometh one ready to ask for hospitality, and, 
peradventure, for Christian and brotherly communion." 

The sight of the aged emigrant had not deceived him. One, 
who appeared a way-worn and weary traveller, had indeed ridden 
out of the forest, at a point where a path, that was easier to be 
traced by the blazed trees that lay along its route, than by any 
marks on the earth itself, issued into the cleared land. The pro- 
gress of the stranger had, at first, been so wary and slow, as to 
bear the manner of exceedincr and mysterious caution. The blind 
road, along which he must nave ridden not only far but hard, or 
night had certainly overtaken him in the woods, led to one of the 
distant settlements, that lay near to the fertile banks of the Con- 
necticut. Few ever followed its windings, but they who had 
especial affairs, or extraordinary communion, in the way of reli- 
gious friendships, with the proprietors of the Wish-Ton- Wish, as, 
in commemoration of the first bird that had been seen by the 
emigrants^ the valley of the Heathcotes was called. 

Once fEurly in yieWi any doubt or apprehension that the stranger 
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might at first liave entertained disappeared. He rode boldly and 
steadily forward, until he drew a rein that his impoverished and 
weary beast gladly obeyed, within a few feet of the proprietor of 
the yalley, whose gaze had never ceased to watch his movements, 
from the instant when the other first came within view. Before 
BpeaMng, the stranger, a man whose head was getting gray, 
apparently as much with hardship as with time, and one whose 
great weight would have proved a grievous burthen, in a long ride, 
to even a better conditioned beast tiian the ill-favoured provincial 
hack he had ridden, dismounted, and threw the bridle loose upoa 
the drooping neck of the animal. The latter, without a moment's 
delay and with a greediness that denoted long abstinence, profited 
by its liberty to crop the herbage where it stood. 

'* I cannot be mistaken when I suppose that I have at length, 
reached the valley of the Wish-Ton- Wish," the visitor said, touch- 
ing a soiled and slouched beaver that more than half concealed his 
features. The question was put in an English that bespoke a 
descent from those who dwell in the midland counties of the mother 
country, rather than in that intonation, which is still to be traced, 
equally in the western portions of England and in the eastern states 
of the Union. Notwithstanding the purity of his accent, there was 
enough in the form of his speech to denote a severe compliance 
with the fashion of the religionists of the times. He used that 
measured and methodical tone, which was, singularly enough, 
believed to distinguish an entire absence of affectation in language. 

" Thou hast reached the dwelling of him thou seekest; one wna 
is a submissive sojourner in the wilderness of the world, and aa 
humble servitor in the outer temple.'* 

** This then is Mark Heathcote !" repeated the stranger in tones 
of interest, regarding the other with a look of long and, jwssibly, 
of suspicious investigation. 

" Such is the name I bear. A fitting confidence in Him who 
knows so well how to change the mlds into the haunts of men, and 
much sufiering have made me the master of what thou seest. 
Whether thou comest to tarry a night, a week, a month, or even 
for a still longer season, as a brother in care, and I doubt not one 
who striveth for the right, I bid thee welcor^e." 

Tlie stranger thanked his host, by a slow inclination of the head, 
but the gaze, which began to partake a little of the look of recog* 
nition, was still too earnest and engrossing to admit of verbal reply. 
On the other hand, though the old man had scanned the broad and 
rusty beaver, the coarse and well- worn doublet, the heavy boots, 
and, in short, the whole attire of his visitor, in which he saw no 
vain conformity to idle fashions to- condemn, it was evident that 
personal recollection had not the smallest influenoe in quickening 
his hospitality. 

*'Thou hast arrived happily," continued the Puritan; "had 
ni^ht overtaken thee in the forest, unless much practised in the 
shifts of our young woodsmen, hunger, frost, and a supperless bed 
of brush, would have given thee motive to think more of the body 
than is either profitable or seemly." 

The stranger might possibly have known the embaixassment of 
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these seTeTal hardsliips, for the quick and unconscious glance he 
threw over his soiled dress should nave betrayed some familiarity 
already with the privations to which his host alluded. As neither 
of them, however, seemed disposed to waste further time on matters 
of such light moment, the traveller put an arm through the bridle 
of his horse, and, in obedience to an invitation from the owner of 
the dwelling, they took their way towards the fortified edifice, on 
the natural mound. 
The task of furnishing litter and provender to the jaded beast was 

Serformed by Whittal Ring, under the inspection, and at times un- 
er the instructions of its owner and his host, both of whom appeared 
to take a kind and commendable interest in the comfort of a faith- 
ful hack that had evidently suffered long and much in the service 
of its master. When this dutv was discharged, the old man and 
his unknown guest entered the nouse together ; the frank and un- 
pretending hospitality of a country like that they were in, render- 
ing suspicion or hesitation qualities that were imknown to tho 
reception of a man of white olood, more especially if he spoke the 
language of the island which was then first sending out its swarms 
to subdue and possess so large a portion of a continent, that nearly 
divides the earth in moieties. 



CHAPTER m. 

** This ia most strange : your father's In some passion 
That works him strongly." 

Tempest, 

A FEW hours made a great change in the occupations of the dif- 
ferent members of our simple and secluded family. The kine had 
yielded their nightly tribute ; the oxen had been released from the 
yoke and were now secure beneath their sheds ; the sheep were in 
their folds, safe from the assaults of the prowljmg wolf; and care 
had been taken to see that everything possessincr flfe was gathered 
within the particular defences that were provided for its security 
and comfort. But while all this caution was used on behalf of 
living things, the utmost indifiference prevailed on the subject of 
that species of moveable property which elsewhere would have been 




articles, were left in situations so exposed, as to prove that the 
hand of man had occupations so numerous and so urgent as to 
render It inconvenient to bestow labour where it was not considered 
absolutely necessary. 

. Content himself was the last to quit the fields and the out-build- 
itigs. When he reached the postern in the palisadoes, he stopped 
to oaU to those above him, in order to learn if any yet lingered 
without the wooden barriers. The answer being in the negative, 
he entered, and drawing-to the small but heavy ^te. he secured it 
^th baTi bolti aQd lock, carefully and jeaLously with his own hand. 

Digitized by VjOOQ. 



16 THE nXATHCOTES ; OS* 

As this was no more than a nightly; and necessaryprecantion. the 
afiaira of the family received no interruption. The meal of the 
hour was soon ended, and conversation, with those light toils 
which are peculiar to the long eveningfs of the fall and winter in 
families on the frontier, succeeded as fitting employments to close 
the business of a laborious and well-spent day. 

Notwithstanding the entire simplicity which marked the opinions 
and usages of the colonists at tnat period, and the great equality 
of condition, which even to this hour distinguishes the particular 
community of which we write, choice and inclination drew some 
natural distinctions in the ordinarj^ intercourse of the inmates of 
the Heathcote family. A fire so bright and cheerful blazed on an 
enormous hearth in a sort of upper kitchen, as to render candles or 
torches unnecessary. Around it were seated six or seven hardy 
and athletic young men, some drawing coarse tools carefully 
through the curvatures of ox bows, others scraping down the helves 
of axes, or, perhaps fashioning sticks of birch into homely but con- 
venient brooms. A demure, side-looking young woman kept her 
great wheel in motion, while one or two others were passing from 
room to room with the notable and stirring industry of hand- 
maidens busied in the more familiar cares of the household. A 
door communicated with an inner and superior apartment. Hers 
was a smaller but equally cheerful fire, a floor which had recently 
been swept, while that without had been freshly sprinkled with 
river sand ; candles of tallow on a table of cherry-wood from the 
neighbouring forest; walls that were wainscoted in the black oak 
of tne coimtry, and a few other articles of a fashion sa antique and 
of ornaments so ingenious and rich, as to announce that they had 
been transported from beyond the sea. . Above the mantel were 
suspended the armorial bearinp^s of the Heathcotes and the Har- 
dings, elaborately emblazoned m tent-stitch. 

The principal personages of the family were seated arotlnd the 
latter hearth, while a straggler from the other room, of more than 
usual curiosity, had placea himself amongst them, marking the 
distinction in ranks, or rather in situation, merely by the extraor- 
dinary care which he took that none of the scrapings should litter 
the spotless oaken floor. 

Until this period of the evening, the duties of hospitality and the 
observances of religion had prevented familiar discourse. But the 
offices of the housewife were now ended for the night, the hand- 
maidens had all retired to their wheels, and, as the bustle of a busy 
and more stirring domestic industry ceased, the cold and self- 
restrained silence which had hitherto only been broken by distant 
and brief observations of courtesy, or by some wholesome allusion 
to the lost and probationary condition of man, seemed to invite an 
intercourse of a more general character. 

" You entered my clearing by the southern path," commenced 
Mark Heathcote, addressing himself to his guest with sufficient 
courtesy, ** and needs must bring tidings from the towns on the 
river side. Has aught, been done by our councillors at home in the 
matter that pertaineth so closely to the well-being of this colony?" 

•* You would have me say whether he that now sitteth on the 
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throne of England, hatli Kstened to the petitions of Wfl tyeople in 
this province,' and hath granted them protection against tne aonses 
whicn miffht so readily flow out of his own ill-advised will, or out 
of the violence and injustice of his successors ?" 

"We will render unto Csesar the things that are Csesars; and 
speak reverently of men having authority. I would fain know 
whether the agent sent by our people hath gained the ears of thos» 
who counsel the prince, and obtained that which he sought?" 

** He hath done more," returned the stranger, with singulfcr 
asperity ; " he hath even gained the ear of the Lord's anointed." 

"Then is Charles of better mind and of stronger justice than 
report hath spoken. We were told that light manners and unpro- 
fitable companions had led him to think more of the vanities of the 
world, and less of the wants of those over whom he hath been called 
bv Providence to rule, than is meet for one that sitteth on a high, 
place. I rejoice that liie arguments of the man we sent have pre- 
vailed over more evil promptings, and that peace and freedom of 
conscience are likely to be the fruits of the undertaking. In what 
manner hath he seen fit to order the future government of this 
people ?" 

"Much as it hath ever stood; by their own ordinances. Win- 
throp hath returned, and is the bearer of a royal charter, which 
granteth all the rights long claimed and practised. None now 
dwell under the crown of Britain with fewer offensive demands on 
their consciences, or with lighter calls on their political duties than 
the men of Connecticut." 

"It is fitting that thanks should be rendered therefor where 
thanks are most due," said the puritan, folding his hands on his 
bosom, and sitting for a moment with closed eyes, like one whe 
communed with an unseen being. ** Is it known by what manner 
of argument the Lord moved the heart of the prince to hearken to 
our wants ; or was it an open and manifest token of his power ?" 

" I think it must needs have been the latter," rejoined the visitor 
with a manner that grew still more caustic and emphatic. " The 
bauble, that was the visible agent, could not have weighed greatly 
with one so proudly seated before the eyes of men." 

Until this point in the discourse. Content and Euth, with their 
offspring and the two or three other individuals who composed the 
audience, had listened with the demure gravity which characterized 
the manners of the country. The language, united with the ill- 
ooncealed sarcasm conveyed by the countenance, no less than the 
emphasis of the speaker, caused them now to raise their eyes as by 
a common impulse. The word, " bauble," was audibly and curiously 
repeated. But the look of cold irony had already passed from the 
features of the strangrer, and it haa given place to a stem and 
fixed austerity, that imparted a character of grimness to his hard 
and sun-burnt visage. Still he betrayed no disposition to shrink 
from the subject, but, after regarding his auditors with a glance in 
which pride and suspicion were strongly blended, he resumed the 
discourse 

" It is known," he added, "that the ^andfather of him the good 
people of these settlements have commissioned to bear their waat» 
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over sea, liyed in the fayour of the man who last sat upon thd 
throne of England, and a rumour goeth forth, that the Stuart, in a 
moment of princely condescension, once decked the £nger of his 
Bubiect with a ring wrought in a curious fashion. It was a token 
of the love which a monarch may bear a man." 

'* Such gifts axe beacons of Mendship, but may not be used as fay 
and sinful ornaments," observed Mark, while the other paused Eke 
one who wished none of the bitterness of his allusions to be lost. ^ 

•' It matters not whether the bauble lay in the coffers of the Win- 
throps, or has Ion? been glittering before the eyes of the faithful, in 
the Bay, since it nath finally proved to be a jewel of price," con- 
tinued the stranger. '*It is said, in secret, that this ring hath re- 
turned tx) the finger of a Stuart, and it is openly proclaimed that 
Connecticut hath a chaiter I" 

Content and his wife regarded each other in melancholy amaze- 
ment. Such an evidence of wanton levity and of unwortniness of 
motive, in one who was intrusted with the gift of earthly govern- 
ment, pained their simple and upright minds ; while old Mark, of 
Still more decided and exaggerated ideas of spiritual perfection, 
istinctly groaned aloud. The stranger took a sensible pleasure in 
this testmiony of their abhorrence of so gross and so unworthy a 
venality, though he saw no occasion to hei^rhten its effect by further 
speech. When his host stood erect, and, in a voice that was accus- 
tomed to obedience, he called on his family to join, in behalf of the 
reckless ruler of the land of their fathers, in a petition to Him who 
alone could soften the hearts of princes, he also arose from his seat. 
But even in this apt of devotion, the stranger bore the air of one who 
wished to do pleasure to his entertainers, rather than to obtain that 
which was asked. 

The prayer, though short, was pointed, fervent, and sxifficiently 
personal. The wheels in liie outer room ceased their hum, and a 
general movement denoted that all there had arisen to join in the 
office, while one or two of their number, impelled by deeper piety, 
or stronger interest^drew near to the open door between uie rooms, 
in order to listen. With this singular, but characteristic interrup- 
tion, that particular branch of the discourse, which had given riso 
to it, altogether ceased. 

*'And have we reason to dread a rising of the savages on the 
borders?" asked Content, when he found Qiat the moved spirit of 
his father was not yet sufficiently calmed to return to the examina- 
tion of temporal things; "one who brought waxes from the towns 
below, a few months fdnoe, recited reasons to fear a movement 
among the red men." 

The subject had not sufficient interest to open the ears of the 
stranger. He was deaf, or he chose to affect deafuesa to the inter* 
rogatory. Laying his two large and weather*woim, though still 
muscidar hands, on a visage that was much darkened by exposure, 
he appeared to shut out the objects of the world, while he communed 
deeply, and, as would seem by a slight tremour, that dfaiook eveuhia 
powerful frame, terribly with his own thoughts. 

"We have many to whom our hearts strongly clinsr. to heighten 
the MnaUestsymptoiaQf ftlftnufromthfttquart^," adaedthetendw 
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ftnd anxious mother, her e^e glancmff at the uplifted oountenanoes 
of two little prls, who busied with tneir light needlework, sate on 
stools at her feet. ** But I rejoice to see that one who hath journeyed 
from parts where the minds of the savages must be better under- 
stood, hath not feared to do it unarmed. 

The trayeUer slowly uncovered his features, and the glance that 
Ms eye shot over the iace of the last speaker was not without a 
gentle and interested expression. Instantly recovering his com^ 
posure he arose, and turning to the double leathern sajck which had 
been borne on the crupper of his nag» and which now lay at no 
great distance &om his seat, he drew a pair of horseman's pistols 
&om two well-contrived pockets in its sides, and laid them deli- 
berately on the table. 

"Though little disposed to seek an encounter with any bearing 
the image of man," ne said, "I have not neglected the usual pre- 
cautions of those who enter the wilderness. Here are weapons that, 
in steady hands, miffht easily take li&i or, at need, preserve it." 

The young Mark drew near with boyish curiosity, and while one 
finger ventored to touch a lock, as he stole a conscious glance of 
wrong-doing towards his motheri he said, with as much of contempt 
in his air, as the schooling of his manners would allow, — 

'*An Indian arrow would make a surer aim than a bore as short 
as this ! When the trainer &om tiie Hartford town struck the 
wild-cat on the hill clearing, he sent the boUet from a five-foot 
barrel; besides, this short-sighted gun would be a dull weapon in a 
hug, against the keen-edged knife that the wicked Wampanoag 10 
known to carry." 

"Boy, thy ^ears are few, and th3r boldness of speech marvel- 
lous," sternly interrupted his parent in the second degree. 

The stranger manifested no displeasure at the confident language 
of the lad. Encouraging him with a look, which plainly pro- 
claimed that martial quaUties in no degree lessened the stripling in 
his favour, he observed that — 

" The youth who is not afraid to think of the fight, or to reason 
on its chances, will lead to a manhood of spirit and independence. 
A hundred thousand striplings like this, might have spared Win- 
throp his jewel, and the Stuart the shame of yielding to so vain 
and so triml a bribe. But thou mayst also see, child, that had we 
oome to the death hug, the wicked VY ampanoag might have found 
« blade as keen' as his own." 

The stranger, while speaking, loosened a few strings of his 
doublet, and thriut a hand into his bosom. The action enabled 
more than one eye to catch a momentary glimi>se of a weapon of 
the same description, but of a size much smaller, than those nehad 
already so fre^y exhibited. As he immediately withdrew the 
member, and again dosed the garment with studied care, no one 
presumed to advert to the circumstance, but all turned their atten- 
tion to the long sharp hunting-knife that he deposited by the side 
of the pistols, as he concluded. Mark ventured to open its blade, 
but he turned away with sudden consciousness, when he found that 
a few fibres of coarse, sha^^g^^ wool, that were drawn from thiQ 
loofeaedjoint^a^li^redtomisiuigers. ^ . 
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" Straight- Homs has l)een against a bush sharper than the 
thorn!" exclaimed Whittal Ring, who had been at hand, and who 
•watched, with childish admiration, the smallest proceedings of the 
different individuals. "A steel for the back of the blade, a few 
dried leaves and broken sticks, with such a carver, would sooa 
make roast of the old bell-wether himself. I know that the hair of all 
my colts is sorrel, and I counted five at sundown, which is just as 
many as went loping through the imderbrush when I loosened 
them from the hopples in the morning ; but six-and-thirty backs 
can never carry seven-and-thirty Rowing fleeces of unsheared 
wool. Master knows that, for he is a scholar, and can count a 
hundred ! " 

The allusion to the fate of the lost sheep was so plain as to admit 
of no misinterpretation of the meaning of the witless speaker. Ani- 
mals of that class were of the last importance to the comfort of 
the settlers, and there was not, probably, one within* hearing of 
Whittal Bing that was at all ignorant of the imnort of his words. 
Indeed, the loud chuckle, and the open and deriding manner with 
which the lad himself held above his head the hairy fibres that he 
had snatched &om young Mark, allowed of no concealment, had it 
been desirable. 

" This feeble-gifted youth would hint that thy knife hath proved 
its edge on a wether that is missing from our flock, since the 
animals went on their mountain range in the morning," said the 
host, calmly ; though even he bent ms eye to the floor as he waited 
for an answer to a remark, direct as the one his sense of justice, 
and his indomitable love of right had prompted. 

The stranger demanded, in a voice that lost none of its depth or 
firmness, " Is hunger a crime, that they who dwell so far from the 
haunts of selfishness, visit it with their anger ?" 

" The foot of Christian man never approached the gates of Wish- 
Ton-Wish to be turned away in uncharitableness, but that which 
is freely given should not be taken in licentiousness. From off the 
hill where my fiock is wont to graze, it is easy, through many an 
opening of the forest, to see these roofs, and it woula have been 
better that the body should languish, than that a grievous sin 
should be placed on that immortal spirit, which is already too 
deeply laden, unless thou art far more happy than others of the 
fallen race of Adam." 

" Mark Heathcote," said the accused, and ever with an unwaver- 
ing tone, " look furtiier at those weapons, which, if a guilty man, 
I have weakly placed within thy power. Thou wilt find more 
there to wonder at than a few straggling hairs, that the spinner 
would cast from her as too coarse for service." 

*' It is long since I found pleasure in handling the weapons oi 
strife ; may it be longer to the time when they shall be needed in 
this abode of peace. These are instruments of death resembling 
those used in my youth, by cavaliers that rode in the levies of the 
first Charles, and of his pusillanimous fattier. There were worldly 
pride and great vanity, with much and damning ungodliness, in 
the wars that I have seen, my children ; and yet the oamal man 
found pleasure in the stirringsot those graoelesfi dm I Come hither, 
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yonnker ; ihou hast often soug^lit to know the manner in which 
the horsemen are wont to lead into the combat, when the hioad-> 
mouthed artillery and pattering leaden hail have cleared a passagg 
for the struggle of horse to horse and man to man. Much of the 
justification of these combats must depend on the inward spirit and 
on the temper of him that striketh at the life of a fellow-sinner ; 
Imt righteous Joshua, it is known, contended with the heathen, 
throughout a supernatural day; and, therefore, always humbly 
confiding that our cause is iust, I will open to thy young mind 
the uses of a weapon that hath never before been seen in these 
forests." — 

"I have hefted many a heavier piece than this," said young 
Mark, frowning e(][ually with the exertion and with the instigations 
of his aspiring spuit, as he held out the ponderous weapon in a 
single hand ; " we have guns that might tame a wolf with greater 
certainty than any barrel of a bore less than mv own height. Tell 
me, grand' ther, at what distance do the mounted warriors you so 
often name take their sight ? " 

But the power of speech appeared suddenly to have deserted the 
aged veteran. He had interrupted his own discourse, and now. 
instead of answering the interrogatory of the boy, his eye wandered 
alowly and wil^ a look of painful doubt, from the weapon that he 
stLU. held before him, to the countenance of the stranger. The 
latter continued erect, like one courting a strict and meaning exa- 
mination of his person. This dumb show could not fail to attract 
the observation of Content. Eising from his seat, with that quiet 
but authoritative manner which is still seen in the domestic go- 
Temment of Ihe people of the region where he dwelt, he beckoned 
to aU present to quit the apartment. Euth and her daughters, the 
hirelingB, the ill-gifted Whittal, and even the reluctant Mark, pre- 
oeded Juni to the door, which he closed with respectful care, and 
then the whole of the wondering party mingled with those of the 
outer room, leaving the one they had quitted to the sole possession 
of Ihe aged chief of the settlement, and to his stiU unknown and 
mysterious guest. 

Many anxious, and to those who were excluded, seemingly inter- 
minable minutes passed, and the secret interview appeared to draw 
no nearer its close. That deep reverence, which the years, paternity, 
and character of the grandfather had inspired, prevented all from 
approaching the quarter of the apartment nearest to the room 
they had left, but a silence, still as the grave, did all that silence 
oomd do, to enlighten their minds in a matter of so much general 
interest. The deep, smothered sentences of the speakers were 
often heard, each dwelling with steadiness and propriety on his 
particidar llieme, but no sound that conveyed meaning to the 
minds of those without passed the envious walls. At length, the 
voice of old Mark became more than usually audible, and then 
Content arose with a gesture to those around him to imitate his 
exAmple. The young men threw aside the subjects of their Hght 
employments, the maidens left the wheels which had not been 
turned for many minutes, and the whole party disposed themselves 
in the decent and simple attitudes of prayer. For ^e thira ume 

Digitized by LjOOQ. 



that evening was the voice of the Puritan heard pouring out Ui 
spirit in a communion with that being on whom it was his practice 
to repose all his woridly cares. But, though long accustomed to all 
the peculiar forms of utterance, by which their father ordinarily 
expressed his pious emotions, neither Content, nor his attentive 
t>artner, was enabled to decide on the nature of the feeling that 
Was now ujppermost. At times, it appeared to be the language of 
thanksgiving, and at others it assumed more of the imploring 
sounds of deprecation and petition; in short it was so varied aua» 
though tranquil, so equivocal, if such a term ma}r be applied to so 
serious a subject, as completely to baffle every conjecture. 

Long and weary minutes passed after the voice had entirely 
eeased, and yet no summons was given to the expecting family, 
nor did any sound proceed from the inner room, which the respnect- 
fial son was emboldened to construe into an evidence that he mi^ht 
presume to enter. At length apprehension began to mingle with 
conjectures, and then the liusband and wife communed apart in 
wh^pers. The misgivings and doubt of the former soon manifested 
themselves in stUL more apparent forms. He arose, and was seen 
pacing the wide apartment, gradually approaching nearer to the 
partition, which separated the two rooms, eviflentiy prepared to 
retire beyoiid the limits of hearing, the moment he should detect 
any proofs that his imeasiness was without a sufficient cause. 
Still no sound proceeded from the inner room. The breathless 
silence which had so shortiy before reigned where he was, appeared 
to be suddenly transferred to the spot in which he was vainly en- 
deavouring to detect the smallest proof of human existence. Again 
he returned to Euth, and again they consulted in low voices, as to 
the step that filial duty seemed to require at their hands. 

" We were not bidden to withdraw," said his gentie companion ; 
"why not rejoin our parent, now that time has been given to un- 
derstand the subject, which so evidentiy disturbed his mind," ^ 

Content, at lengthy yielded to this opinion. "With that cautious 
discretion which distinguidies his people, he motioned to the family 
to follow, in order that no unnecessary exclusion should give riso 
to conjectures, or excite suspicions, for which, after all, the circum- 
stances might prove no justification. Notwithstanding the subdued 
manners of the age and country, curiosity, and perhaps a better 
feeling, had become so intense, as to cause all present to obey this 
silent mandate, by moving as swiftly towards the open door 
as a never yielding decency of demeanour would j)erniit. 

Old Mark Heathcote occupied the chair in which he had been, 
left, with that calm and unbending gravity of eye and features, 
which were then thought indispensable to a fittmg sobriety of spirit. 
But the stranger had disappeared. There were two or three outiets 
by which the room, and even the house mi^ht be quitted, without 
the knowledge of those who had so long waited for admission, and 
the first impression led the family to expect the reappearance of 
the absent man, through one of these exterior passages. Content, 
however, read in the expression of his father s eye, that the mo- 
ment of confidence, if it were ever to arrive, had not yet come ; 
imd «o admirable and perfect was the domestic disoipline of this 
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family, that tlie questions whioli the son did not Bce fit to pro* 
pound* no one of inferior condition, or lesser afire, might presume 
to agitate. With the person of the stranger, erery eviaenoe of 
his recent visit had also vanished. 

Mark missed the weapon that had excited his admiration; 
Whittal looked in vain for the hunting-knife, which had be- 
trayed the fate of the wether ; Mrs. Heathcote saw by a hasty 
glance of the eye, that the leathern sacks, which she had borne 
in mind ought to be transferred to the sleening-apartment of 
• their guest, were gone ; and a mild and pla3rful image of herself, 
who bore her name, no less than most of those features which 
had rendered her own youth ^ more than usually attractive, 
soupfht, without success, a massive silver spur of curious and 
antique workmanship, which she had been permitted to handle, 
until the moment wnen the family had been commanded to with- 
draw. 

The night had now worn later than the hour at which it was 
usual for people of habits so simple to be out of their beds. The 
grandfather lighted a taper, and after bestowing the usual blessing 
on those around him, with an air as calm as if nothing had 
occurred, he prepared to retire ihto his own room. And yet matter 
of interest seemed to Unger on his mind. Even on the threshold of 
the door he turned, and, for an instant, all expected some explana- 
tion .of a circumstance which began to wear no little of the aspect 
of an exciting and painful mystery. But their hopes were raised 
only to be disappointed. 

''^My thoughts have not kept the passage of the time," he said. 
" In what hour of the night are we, my son ?" 

He was told that it was already past the usual moment of sleep. 

"No matter ; that which Providence hath bestowed for our com- 
fort and support, should not be lightly and unthankfully dis- 
regarded. Take thou the beast I am wont to ride thyself. Content, 
and follow the path which leadeth to the mountain clearing ; bring 
away that which shall meet thine eye near the first turning of the 
route toward the river towns. "We have got into the last quarter 
of the year, and in order that our industry mav not fiag, and that 
all maybe stirring witii the sun, let the remainder of the household 
jseek their rest." 

Content saw by the manner of his father, that no departure from 
the strict letter of these instructions was admissible. He closed the 
door after his retiring form, and then by a quiet gesture of authority, 
indicated to his dependents that they were expected to withdraw. 
The maidens of Kuth led the children to their chambers, and in a 
few more minutes none remained in the outer apartment already 
so often named, but the obedient son with his anxious and affec- 
tionate consort. 

" I will be thy companion, husband," Buth half whisperin^ly 
commenced, so soon as the little domestic preparations for leaving 
the fires and securing the doors were ended. " I like not tiiat thou 
shouldst go into the forest alone, at so late an hour of the nisrht." 

" One wiU be with me there, who never deserteth those who rely 
on his protection. Besides, my Ruth, what is there to apprehena 
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in a wilderness like this ? Tlie beasts have been lately bunted from 
the bills, and excepting those who dwell under our own roof, there 
is not one within a long day's ride." 

" We know not! Where is the stranger that came within* our 
doors as the sun was setting?" 

" As thou say est, we know not. My father is not minded to open 
bis lips on the subject of this traveller, and siirely we are not now 
to learn the lessons of obedience and self-denial." 

" It would, notwithstanding, be a great easing to the spirit to 
hear at least the name of him who hath eaten of our bread, and 
joined in our family worship, though he were immediately to pass 
away for ever from before tne sight." 

" That may he have done already !" returned the less curious 
and more setf-restrained husband. " My father will not that we 
inquire." 

" And yet there can be little sin in knowing the condition of one 
whose fortunes aad movements can excite neither our envy nor our 
strife. I would that we had tarried for a closer mingling in the 
prayers ; it was not seemly to desert a ^est who, it would appear, 
nad need of an especial up-oiSering in his behalf." 

** Our spirits joined in the asking, though our ears were shut to 
the matter of his wants. But it will be needful that I shoidd be 
afoot with the young men in the morning, and a mile of measure- 
ment would not react to the turning in the path to the river towns. 
Go with me to the nostem, and look to the fastenings ; I will not 
keep thee lon^ on tny watch." 

Content ana his wife now quitted the dwelling by the only door 
that was left unbarred. Lighted by a moon that was fuU, though 
clouded, they passed a gateway between two of the outer buildings, 
and descended to the palisadoes. The bars and bolts of the little 
postern were removed, and in a few minutes the former, mounted 
on the back of his father's own horse, was gallopinjj: briskly along 
the path which led into the part of the forest he was directed to seek. 

While the husband was thus proceeding, in obedience to orders 
that he never hesitated to obey, his faithful wife withdrew within 
the shelter of the wooden defences. More in compliance with a 
precaution that was become habitual than from any present causes 
of suspicion, she drew a single bolt and remained at the postern, 
anxiously awaiting the result of a movement that was aa unaccount- 
able as it was extraordinary. 



CHAPTER rV- 

** r the name of Bomething holy, sir, why stand yoa 
In this strange stare ?* 

Tempest, 

As a girl, Ruth Harding had been one of the mildest and gentlest 

of the human race. Though new impulses had been given to her 

naturally kind affections by the attacnments of a wife and mothei; 

'iisposition suffered no change by marriage. Obedient, disiqr 
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terested, and devoted to those slie loved, as her parents had known 
her, so, by the experience of many years had she rroved to Con- 
tent. In the midst of the utmost equanimity of temper and of de- 
portment, her watchful solicitude in behalf of the few who formed 
the limited circle of her existence, never slumbered. It dwelt unpre- 
tendingly but active in her ^ntle bosom, like a great and moving 
principle of life. Though circumstances had placed her on a re- 
mote and exposed frontier, where time had not been given for the 
seyeral customary divisions of employments, she was imchanged in 
habits, in feelings, and in character. The affluence of her husband 
had elevated her above the necessitv of burdensome toil, and, while 
she had encountered the dangers of the wilderness, and neglected 
none of the duties of her active station, she had escaped most of 
those injurious consequences which are a little apt to impair the 
peculiar loveliness of woman. Notwithstanding the exposure of a 
border life, she remained feminine, attractive, and singularly 
youthful. 

The reader will readily imagine the state of mind with which 
nich a being watched the distant form of a husband, engap:ed in a 
duty like that we have described. Notwithstanding the mfluence 
of lonff habit, the forest was rarely approached, after nightfall, by 
the boldest woodsman, without some secret consciousness that he 
encountered a positive danger. It was the hour when its roaming 
and hungry tenants were known to be most in motion, and the 
rustling of a leaf, or the snapping of a dried twi^ beneath the Ught 
tread of the smallest animal, was apt to conjure images of the vora- 
<9.ous and fire-eyed panther, or pernaps of a lurking biped, which, 
though more artful, was known to be scarcely less savage. It is 
true that bundreds experienced the uneasiness of such sensations, 
who were never fated to undergo the realities of the fearful pictures. 
Still facts were not wanting to supply, sufficient motive for a grave 
and reasonable apprehension. 

Histories of combats with beasts of prey, and of massacres by 
wving and lawless Indians, were the movinp legends of the border. 
Thrones might be subverted, and kingdoms lost and won, in distant 
Europe, ana less should be said of the events, by those who dwelt 
in these woods, than of one scene of peculiar and striking forest in- 
cident, that called for Hie exercise of the stout courage and the 
keen intelligence of a settler. Such a tale passed, from mouth to 
mouth, with the eagerness of powerful personal interest, and many 
Were already transmitted from parent to child, in the form of tradi- 
tion, until, as in more artificial communities, graver improbabilitiea 
creep into the doubtful pages of history, exaggeration became too 
dos^y blended with truth, ever again to be separated. 

Under the influence of these feelings, and perhaps prompted by 
his never-failing discretion. Content bad thrown a well-tried piece 
over his shoulder, and when he rose the ascent on which his father 
had met the stranger, Ruth caught a glimpse of his form, bending 
on the neck of his norse and gliding through the misty light of the 
hoxir, resembling one of those fancied images of wayward and haxd- 
ndmg sprites* of which the tales of the eastexu continent are bq 
londofspeakingi 
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Then followed anxious moments, during: which neither eoght nor 
hearing could in the least aid the coi^jectures of the attentive \^'ife. 
8he listened without breathing, and once or twice she thought the 
blows of hoofs falling on the earth harder and quicker than common 
might be distingruished; but it was only as Content mounted the 
sudden ascent of the hill-side that he was again seen, for a brief 
instant, while dashing swiftly into the cover of the woods. 

Though Ruth had been familiar with the cares of the frontier, 
perhaps she had never known a moment more intensely painful 
than that when the form of her husband became blended with the 
dark trunks of the trees. The time was to her impatience longer 
than usual, and under the excitement of a feverish inquietude, that 
had no deiinite obiect, she removed the single bolt that held the 
postern closed, ana passed entirely without the stockade. To her 
opi)ressed senses the palisadoes appeared to place limits to her 
vision. Still weary minute passed after minute, without bringing^ 
. relief. During these anxious moments she became more than, 
usually conscious of the insulated situation in which he and all 
who were dearest to her heart were placed. The feelings of a wife 
prevailed. Quitting the side of the acclivity, she began to walk 
slowly along the path her husband had taken, until apprehension, 
insensibly urged ner into a quicker movement. She had paused 
onl^ when she stood nearly in the centre of the deariog, on the 
eminence where her father had halted that evening to contemplate 
thegrowing improvement of his estate. 

E!ere her steps were suddenly arrested, for she thought a form 
was issuing from the forest, at that interesting spot which her eyes 
had never ceased to watch. It proved to be no more than the pass* 
in^ shadow of a cloud denser than common, which threw the oody 
ef its darkness on the trees, and a portion of its outline on the 
ground near the margin of the wood. Just at this instant, the 
recollection that she had incautiously lefb the i>ostem open flashed 
Upon her mind, and, with feelings divided between husband and 
ohildren, she commenced her return, in order to repair a neglect to 
which habit, no less than prudence^ imtmrted a high degree of oul* 
pabiUty. The eyes of the mother--for the feelings of that sacred 
character were now powerfully uppermost, were fastened on the 
ground, as she eagerly picked her way alon|: the uneven surface ; 
and so engrossed was her mind by the omission of duty with which 
dtie was severely reproaching herself, that they drunk in objects 
without conveying distinct or intelligible images to her brain. 

Notwithstanding the one engrossing thought of the moment, 
something met her eye that caused even the vacant organ to recoil, 
and every fibre in her frame to tremble with terror. There was a 
moment in which delirium nearlv heightened terror to madness. 
Beflection came only when Ruth had reached the distance of many 
fbet from the spot where this startling object had half imconsciously 
crossed her vision. Then for a single and a fearful instant she 

ekused, like one who debated on the course she ought to follow, 
atenml love prevailed, and the deer of her own woods scarcely 
bounds with greater agility than the mother of the sleeping and 
defenceless family now fled towards the dwellings. Panting aal 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



THE WEW OF Wiatt-TOW-WlHJU. 17 

brQatbless sue gained the postern, which was dosed, with hands 
that performed their ojQice more by instinct than in obedience to 
thought, and doubljr and trebly barred. 

For the first time in some minutes, Kuth now breathed distinctly 
and without pain. She strove to rally her thoughts, in order to 
deliberate on the course that prudence and her duty to Content^ 
who was still exposed to the danger she had herself escaped, pre- 
scribed. Her first impulse was to give the established signal that 
was to recall the labourers from the field, or to awake the sleepers, 
izL the event of an alarm; but better reflection told her that such a 
step might prove fatal to him who balanced in her affections, 
against the rest of the world. The straggle in her mind only ended, 
as she clearly and unequivocally caught a view of her husband, 
issuing from the forest, at the very point where he had entered. 
The return path unfortunately led directiy past the spot where such 
sudden terror had seized her mind.^ She would have given worlds 
to have known how to apprize him of a danger witn which her 
own imagination was fall, without communicating the warning to 
other and terrible ears. The night was still, and though the ois- 
tance was considerable, it was not so great as to render the chances 
of success desperate. Scarcely knowing what she did, and jet pre- 
serving, by a sort of instinctive prudence, the caution which con- 
stant exposure weaves into all our habits, the trembling woman 
2nade the effort. 

" Husband 1 husbaind!" she cried, commencing plaintively, but 
her voice rising with the energy of excitement. ^ Husbana, ride 
swiftly ; our little Euth lieth in the agony. For her life and tiiincL 
ride at thy horse's speed. Seek not the stobles, but come with all 
Jliaste to the postern; it shall be open to thee." 

This was certoinly a fearful summons for a father's ear, and there 
is little doubt that, had the feeble powers of Ruth succeeded in con- 
veying the words as for as she had wished, they would have pro- 
duced the desired effect. But in vain did she call; her weak tones, 
though raised on the notos of the keenest apprehension, could not 
force their way across so wide a space. And yet, had she reason to 
think they were not entirely lost, for once her husband paused and 
seemed to listen, and once he quickened the pace of his horse; 
though neither of these proofs of intelligence was followed by any 
farther signs of his having understood the alarm. 

Content was now upon the hillock itself. If Buth breathed at 
all during its passage, it was more imperceptibly than the gentiest 
respiration of the sleeping infant. But when she saw him trotting 
with unconscious security along the path on the side next the 
dwellings, her impatience broke through all restraint, and throwing 
open the nostern« she renewed her cries, in a voice that was no 
longer useless. The clattering of the unshodden hoof was again 
rapid, and in another minute her husband galloped unharmed to 
her side. 

"Enter!" said the nearly dizzy wife, seizing the bridle and 
leadinff the horse within the palisadoes. ** Enter, husband, for the 
love of all that is thine ; enter, and be thankfid." 

♦'"Wllat meaiieth this terror, Ruth?*' demanded Content^ in as 
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mnch displeasnre, perliaps, na he could manifest to one bo ^ntle, 
for a weakness betrayed in his own behalf; is thy confidence in Mm. 
whose eye never closeth, and who equally watcheth the life of man 
and that of the fallin&r sparrow, lostr" 

Kuth was deaf. Witn hurried hands she drew the fastenings, 
let fall the bars, and turned a key which forced a triple-boltod lock 
to perform its office. Not till then did she feel either safe herself, 
or at liberty to render thanks for the safety of him over whose 
danger she had so lately watched in agony. 

"Why this care? Hast forgotten that the horse will suffer 
hunger, at this distance from the rack and manger?" 

" Better that he starve, than hair of thine should come to harm." 
' "Naj, nay, Kuth; dost not remember that the beast is th^ 
favourite of my father, who will ill brook his passing a night within 
the palisadoes." 

** Husband, you err ; there is one in Ihe fields !" 

** Is there place where one is not?" 

" But I have seen creature of mortal birth, and creature too, that 
hath no claim on thee or thine, and who trespasseth on our peace, 
no less than on our natural rights^ to be where he lurketh." 

" Go to ; thou art not used to be so late from thy pillow, my poor 
Kuth; sleep hath come over thee, whilst standing on thy watch. 
Some cloudT hath left its shadow on the fields, or, truly, it may be 
that the hunt did not drive the beasts as far n*om the clearing as 
we had thought. Come; since thou wilt cling to my side, lay 
hand on the bridle of the horse, while I ease him of his burden." 

As Content coolly proceeded to the task he had mentioned, the 
thoughts of his wife were momentarily diverted from their other 
sources of uneasiness, by the object which lay on the crupper of the 
nag, and which, untu now, had entirely escaped her obser- 
vation. 

" Here is, indeed, the animal this day missing from our flock I" 
she exclaimed, as the carcass of a sheep tell heavily on the ground. 

" Ay; and killed with exceeding judgment, if not aptly dressed 
to our hands. Mutton will not be wanting for the husking 
feast, and the stalled creature whose days were counted may live 
another season." 

** And where d' 1st find the slaughtered beast?" 

" On the limb of a growing hickory. Eben Dudley with all his 
slight in butchering, and in setting forth the excellence of his 
meats, could not have left an animal nanging from the branch of a 
sapling, with greater knowledge of his cn^. Thou seest, bat a 
single meal is missing from the carcass, and that thy fleece is un- 
harmed." 

** This is not the work of a Peguodl" exclaimed Kuth, siirprised 
at her own discovery; " the red men do their mischief witn less 
care." 

" Nor has the tooth of wolf opened the veins of poor Straipht- 
Homs. Here has been judgment in the slaughtering, as well as 
prudence in consumption of the food. The hand that cut so lightly, 
nad intention of a second visit." 

" Aq4 out father bid thee oeek the oreature where it was fo^^dl 
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iTnsband, I fear some heayy judgment for the sins of the parents ia 
likely to befall the children.* 

" The babes are auietly in their slumbers, and, thus far, little 
wrong hath been done us. I'll cast the halter from the stsJled 
animal ere I sleep, and Straight-Horns shall content us for the 
husking. "We may have mutton less savoury for this evil chance, 
but the number of thy flock will be imalterea." 

" And where is he, who hath mingled in our prayers, and hath 
eaten of our bread; he who counselled so long in secret with 
our father, and who hath now vanished from among us, like a 
vision?" 

" That indeed is a question not readily to be answered," rptumed 
Content, who had hitherto maintained a cheerful air, in order to 
appease what he was fain to believe a causeless terror in the bosom 
ot* nis partner, but who was induced by this question to drop hia 
head like one that sought reasons within the repository of his own 
thoughts. " It mattereth not, Ruth Heathoote ; the ordering of the 
aflair is in the hands of a man of many years and great experience ; 
should his aged wisdom fail, do we not know that One even wiser 
than he hath us in his keeping ! I will return the beast to his rack, 
and when we shall have jointly asked favour of eyes that never sleep, 
we will go in confidence to our rest." 

*• Husband, thou quittest not the palisadoes again this night," 
said Ruth, arresting the hand that had already drawn a bolt, ere 
she spoke. " I have a warning of evil." 

" r would the stranger had found some other shelter in which to 

Sass his short resting season. That he hath made free with my 
ock, and that he hath administered to his hunger at some cost, 
when a single asking would have made him welcome to the best 
that the owner of the Wish-Ton- Wish can command, are truths 
that may not be denied. Still is he mortal man as a goodly 
appetite hath proven, even should our belief in Providence so far 
waver as to harbour doubts of its unwillingness to suffer beings of 
injustice to wander in our forms and substance. I tell thee, Ruth, 
that the nag will be needed for to-morrow's service, and that our 
father will give but iU thanks should we leave it to make a bed on 
this cold hiU-side. Go to thy rest and to thy prayers, trembler ; I 
will close the postern with all core. Fear not; the stranger is of 
human wants, and his agency to do evil must needs be limited by 
human power." 

"I fear none of white blood, nor of Christian parentage; the 
murderous heathen is in our fields." 

« Thou dreamest, Ruth !" 

" 'Tis not a dream. I have seen the glowing eyeballs of a savage. 
Sleep was little like to come over me, when set upon a watch like 
this. I thought me that the errand was of unknown character, and 
that our father was exceedingly aged, and that perchance his senses 
might be duped, and how an obedient son ought not to be exposed. 
^Thou knowest, Heathoote, that I could not look upon the danger 
of my children's father with indifference, and I followed to the nut- 
tree nUlook." 

*• lo the nut-tree I It waa not pmdent in thee— but the nostem?" 
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" It was open ; for were the key turned, who was there to admit 
ns quickly, had haste been needed ?" returned Buth, momentarily 
averting her face to conceal the flush excited by conscious de- 
linquency. " Though I failed in] caution 'twas for thy safety, 
Heathcote. But on that hillock, and in the hollow left by a fallen 
tree, lies concealed a heathen I*' 

" I passed the nut-wood in goin^ to the shambles of onr strange 
ibutoher, and I drew the rein to fl^ve breath to the nag near it, as 
we returned with the burden. It cannot bej some creatures of 
the forest hath alarmed thee." 

"Ay! creature, formed, fashioned, gifted like ourselyes, in all 
but colour of the skin and blessing of t£e faith." 

"This is strange delusion ! If there were enemy at hand, would 
men subtle as those ^ou fear, suffer the master of the dwelling, and 
truly i may say it without yainglory, one as likely as anomer to 
struggle stoutly for his own, to escape, when an ultimed visit to 
the woods had aeliyered him nnresistmg into their hands. Go, go, 
good Euth; ' thou mayst have seen a blackened log — ^perchance the 
&0Bt8 have left afire-fly untouched, or it may be that some prowling 
bear has scented out the sweets of thy lately gathered hives." 

Euth a^ ain laid her hand firmly on the arm of her husband, who 
had withdrawn another bolt, and looking him steadily in the feice, 
the answered, by saying solemnly and with touching pathos, — 

" Think'st thou, ixusband, that a mother's eye could be de- 
ceived?" 

It might have been that the allusion to the tender beings whose 
fate depended on his care, or that the deeply serious, though n^d 
and gentle manner of his consort, produced some fresher impression 
on the mind of Content. Instead of undoing the fastenings of the 
postern as he had intended, he deliberately drew its bolts again and 
paused to think. * 

"If it produce no other benefit than to quiet thy fears, good 
Euth," he said, after a moment of reflection, a little caution will 
be well repaid. Stay you, then, here, where the hillock may be 
watched, while I go wake a couple of the people. With stout l^bcn 
Dudley and experienced Eeuben Eing to back me, my father's 
horse may surely be stabled." 

Euth contentedly assumed a task that she was quite equal to 
perform with intefligenoe and zeal. " Hie thee to the labourers* 
chambers, for I see a light still burning in the room of those you 
seek," was the answer she gave to a proposal that at least quieted 
the intenseness of her fears for him in whose behalf they had so 
lately been excited nearly to agony. 

" It shall be quickly done; nay, stand not thus openly between 
the beams, wife ; thou mayst place thyself here, at the doublings 
of the wood, beneath the loop, where harm would scarcely reach thee, 
though shot jfrom artillery were to crush the timber." 

With this admonition to be wary of a danger that he had so re- 
cently affected to despise, Content departed on his errand. The two 
labourers he had mentioned by name, were youths of mould and 
strength, and they were well inured to toil no less than to the par- 
tioolsur priyations and dangers o£ a border life» like most men of 
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(heir yean and oondition, they were praotifled too in the wiles of 
Indian conning, and though the province of Connectiont, comrtired 
to other setUements, had suffered hut little in this sj>eoies of mur« 
derous warfare, they hoth had martial feats ana nerilous ex- 
periences of their own to recount, during the light laoours of the 
long winter evenings. 

Content crossed the court with a quick step, for, notwithstanding 
his steady unhelief, the image of his gentle wife posted on her outer 
watch hurried his movements. The rap he gave at the door, on 
reaching the apartment of Ihose he sought, was loud as it was 
sudden. 

" Who calls ^" demanded a deep-toned and firm voice fromwithini 
at the first hlow of the knuckles on the plank. 

" Quit thy heds quickly, and come forth with the arms appointed 
for a sally. 

" That is soon done," answered a stout woodsman, throwing open 
the door and standing hefore Content in the prarments he had worn 
throughout the day. '* We were just dreaming that the night was 
not to pass without a summons to the loops." 
"Hast seen aughtr 

"Our eyes were not shut, more than those of others; we saw 
him enter that no man hath seen depart." 

"Come, fellow; Whittal Ring would scarce give wiser speech 
than this cunning reply of thine. My wife is at the postern, and it 
is fit we go to relieve her watch. Thou wilt not forget the horns 
of powder, since it would not tell to our credit, were there service 
for the pieces, and we lacking in wherewithal to give them a second 
dbcharge." 

The hirelings oheyed ; and, as little time was necessary to arm 
those who never slept without weapons and ammunition within reach 
of their hands, Content was speedily followed hy his dependents. 
Buth was found at her post ; hut when urged hy her husband to 
declare what had passed in his absence, she was compelled to admit 
that, though the moon had come forth brighter and clearer from 
behind tiie clouds, she had seen nothing to add to her alarm. 

" We will then lead the beast to his stall, and close our duty, by 
setting a single watcher for the rest of the night," said the husbana. 
" ReuDen shall keep the postern, while Eben and I will have a care 
for my father's nag, not forgetting the carcass for the husking 
feast. Dost hear, deaf Dudley; oast the mutton upon the crupper 
of the beast, and follow to the stables." 

" Here has been no common workman at my office," said the blunt 
Eben, who, though an ordinary farm labourer, according to an usage 
still very generally prevalent in the country, was also skilM in the 
eraft of the butcher. " I have brought many a wether to his end, 
but this is the first sheep, within all my experience, that hath kei^t 
the fleece while a portion of the body has been in the pot! Lie 
fiiere, poor Straight-Horns, if quiet thou canst lie after such Strang 
butdiery. Reuben, I paid thee, as the sun rose, a Spanish piece in 
silver for the trifle of debt that lay between us in behalt of the 
ffood turn thou didst the shoe?, which were none the better for the 
Eeuithimtiiithehilhit Hast «T«r that pistaxeeu about thee T 
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This queBiion, wHcli was put in a lowered tone, and only to thd 
ear of tne party concerned, was answered in the affirmative. 

" Give it me, lad ; in the morning thou shalt be paid with usurer's 
interest." 

Another summons from Content, who had now led the nag: loaded 
with the carcass of the sheep without the postern, cut short the 
secret conference. Eben Dudley having received the coin, hastened 
to follow. But the distance to the out-buildings was sufficient to 
enable him to effect his mysterious purpose without discovery. 
Whilst Content endeavoured to calm the apprehensions of his wife, 
who still persisted in sharing his danger, by such reasons as he 
could on the instant command, the credulous Dudley placed the 
thin piece of silver between his teeth, and with a pressure that 
denoted the prodigious force of his jaws, caused it to assume a 
beaten and rounded shape. He then slily dropped the battered 
coin into the muzzle of his gun, taking care to secure its presence, 
until he himself should send it on its disenchanting message, by a 
wad torn from the lining of part of his vestments. Supported by 
this redoubtable auxiliary, tne superstitious but still courageous 
borderer followed his companion, whistling a low air that equally 
denoted his indifference to danger of an ordinary nature, and his 
sensibility to impressions of a less earthly character. 

They who dwell in the older districts of America, where a,rt and 
labour have united for generations to clear the earth of its in- 
equalities, and to remove the vestiges of a state of nature, can form 
but little idea of the thousand objects that may exist in a clearing 
to. startle the imagination of one who has admitted alarm, when 
seen in the doubtful light of even a cloudless moon. Still less can 
they who have never quitted the old world, and who, having only 
seen, can only imagine fields smooth as the surface of tranquil 
water, picture the effect produced by those lingering remnants, 
which may be likened to so many mouldering monuments of the 
fallen forest, scattered at such an hour over a broad surface of open 
land. Accustomed as they were to the sight, Content and nis 
partner, excited by their fears, fancied each dark and distant 
stump a savage, and they passed no angle in the high and heavy 
fences, without throwing a jealous glance to see that some enemy 
did not lie stretched within its shadows. 

Still, no new motive for apprehension arose during the brief 
period that the two adventurers were employed in administering to 
the comfort of the Puritan's steed. The task was ended, the carcass 
of the slaughtered Straight-Horns had been secured, and Ruth was 
already urging her husband to return, when their attention was 
drawn to the attitude and mien of their companion, 

" The man hath departed as he came," said Eben Dudley, who 
stood shaking his head in open doubt before an empty stall; ** here 
is no beast, though with tnese eyes did I see the naif- wit bring 
hither a well-filled measure of speckled oats to feed the nay. He 
who favoured us with his presence at the supper and the tnanks- 
wing hath tired of his company before the hour of rest had 
ne." 
Ih^ bQrse is truly wa^tm^r/' said Content; *'fhe man mnst 
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needs be in exceeding haste to have ridden into tlie forest as the 
night grew deepest, and when the longest snmmer day would 
scarce bring a better hack than that he rod^ to another Christian 
dwelling. Ihere is reason for this industry, but it is enough that 
it concerns us not. . We will now seek our rest, in the certainty 
that One watcheth our slumbers whose vigilance can never fail." 

Though man could not trust himself to sleep in that country 
without the security of bars and bolts, we have already had occa- 
sion to say that property was guarded with but little care. The 
stable-door was merely closed by a wooden latch, and the party 
returned from this short sortie, with steps that were^ a little 
quickened by a sense of an uneasiness that beset them in forms 
suited to their several characters. But shelter was at hand, and it 
was speedily regained. 

** Thou hast seen nothing?" said Content to Reuben Ring, who 
had been chosen for his quick eye, and a sagacity that was as 
remarkable as was his brother's impotency; "thou hast seen 
nothing at thy watch?** 

" Nought unusual ; and yet I like not yonder billet of wood, near 
to the fence against the knoll. If it were not so plainly a half- 
burnt log, one might fancy there is life in it. But when fancy is 
at work the sight is keen. Once or twice I have thought it seemed 
to be rolling towards the brook ; I am not, even now, certain that 
when first seen it did not lie eight or ten feet higher against tho 
bank." 

" It may be a living thing !*' 

** On the faith of a woodsman's eye, it well may be,'* said Eben. 
Dudley; " but should it be haunted by a legion of wicked spirits, 
one may bring it to quiet from the loop at the nearest comer. 
Stand aside. Madam Heathcote," — ^for the character and wealth of 
the proprietors of the valley gave Ruth a claim to this term of 
respect among the labourers, — "let me thrust the piece through 

the stop, there is an especial charm in the gun ^mich it might 

be sinful to waste on sucn a creature. It may be no more than 
some sweet- toothed bear. I will answer for the charge at my own 
cost, if thou wilt lend me th^ musket, Reuben Ring." 

"It shall not be," said his master; "one known to my father 
hath this night entered our dwelling and fed at our board; if he 
hath departed in a way but little wont amon^ those of this colony^ 
Tet hath he done no great wrong. I will go nigh and examine with 
ess risk of error." 

There was in this proposal too much of that spirit of right-doing 
which governed all of those simple regions, to meet serious opposi- 
tion. Content, supported by Eben Dudley, again quitted the 
postern, and proceeded directly, though still not without sufficient 
caution, towards the noint where the suspicious object lay. A bend 
in the fence had first brought it into view, for previously to reach- 
ing that point, its apparent direction might for some distance hava 
been taken under shelter of the shadows of the rails, which at the 
immediate spot where it was seen were turned suddenly in a line 
with the eyes of the spectators. It seemed as if the movements of 
those who approached were watched, for the instant they left th^ 
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defences, tlie dark oinect was assuredly motioBless; eves, i^ie keoi 
eye of Reuben Eing beginning to doubt whether some deception of 
-vision had not led him, after all, to mistake a biUet of wood for a 
creature of life. 

But Content and his oompanion were not induced to change their 
determination. Even when within fifty feet of the object, though 
the moon fell fiiU and brightly upon the surface, its character 
baffled conjecture. One afflrmed it was the end of a charred log, 
many of which still lay scattered about the fields, and the other 
helieved it some cringing animal of the woods. Twice Content 
raised his piece to fire, and as often did he let it fall in reluctance 
to do injury to even a quadruped of whose character he was 
ignorant. It is more than probaole that his less considerate, and 
but half obedient, companion would have decided the question soon 
after leaving the postern, had not the peculiar contents of his 
musket rendered him delicate of its uses. 

"Look to thy weapons/' said the former, loosening his own 
hunting knife in its sheath. " We will draw near and make cer- 
tainty of what is doubtful." 

Thev did so, and the jB^un of Dudley was thrust rudely into the 
side of the object of their distrust, before it again betrayed life or 
motion. Then, indeed, as if farther disguise was useless, an Indian 
lad of some fifteen years, rose deliberately to his feet, and stood 
before them in the sullen dignity of a captured warrior. Content 
hastily seized the stripling by an arm, and followed by Eben, who 
occasionally quickened the footsteps of the prisoner by an impetus 
stained, from the breeeh of his own musket, they hurriedly returned 
within the defences. 

"My life against that of Straight-Horns, which is now of no 
preat value," said Dudley, as he pushed the last bolt of the fasten- 
ings into its socket, " we hear no more of this red skin's companions 
to-night. I never knew an Indian raise his whoop, when a scout 
had fallen into the hands of the enemy." 

"This may be true," returned the other, "and yet must a 
sleepinff household be guarded. We may be brought to rely on the 
•overlooking favour of Providence, working with the means of oup 
own manhood, ere the sun shall arise." 

Content was a man of few words, but one of exceeding steadiness 
and resolution in moments of need. He was perfectly aware that 
an Indian youth, Hke him he had captured, would not have been 
found in that place, and under the circumstances in which he was 
Actually taken, without a design of sufflcient magnitude to justify 
the hazard. The tender a^e of the stripling, too, forbade the belief 
that he was unaccompamed. But he silently agreed with his 
labouring man that the capture would probably cause the attack, 
if anjr such were meditated, to be deferred. He therefore instructed 
his wife to withdraw into her chamber, while he took measures to 
defend the dwelling in the last emergency. Without living any 
imnecessary alarm, a measure that would have producea less efieot 
on an enemy without than the imposing stillness which now 
»idgned within the defences, he ordered two or three more of tha 
^stofhia dependents tQ-bc enmrnoned to the paHsadoca* A 
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keen flonitiny was made into the state of all the diffbrent outlets of 
tiie place; muskets were carefully examined; charges were given 
to be watchful, and regular sentinels were stationed within the 
shadows of the buildings, at points where unseen themselves they 
could look out in safety upon the fields. 

Content then took his captive, with whom he had made no 
attempt to exchange a syllable, and led him to the block-house. 
The door which communicated with the basement of this building 
was always open, in readiness for refuge in the event of any sudden 
alarm. He entered, caused the lad to mount by a ladder to the 
floor above, and then withdrawing the means of retreat, he turned 
the key without, in perfect conMenee that his prisoner was secure. 

Notwithstanding all this care, morning had nearly dawned before: 
the prudent father and husband sought his niUow. His steadiness 
however had prevented the apprehensions, which kept his own eyes- 
and those of his gentle partner so long open, from extending beyond 
the few whose services were, in such an emergency, deemed indis- 
pensable to safety. Towards the last watches of the night onlv 
aid the images ot the scenes through which they had just passea, 
become dim and confused, and then both husband and wiie slept 
soundly, and happily witbout disturbanoe. 



CHAPTER V. 

" Are yon to brave? I'll have yon talked with ftnon.** 

Coriokmua. 

The axe and the brand had been early and effectually used,, 
' immediately around the dwelling of the Heathcotes. A double 
object had been gained by removing most of the vestiges of the 
forest from the vicinity of the bmldings: the necessary improve- 
ments were executed with greater facility, and, a consideration of 
no small importance, the cover, which the American savage is. 
known to seek in his attacks, was thrown to a distance that greatly 
diminished the danger of a surprise. 

Favoured by the advantage which had been obtained by this 
foresight, and by the brilliancy of a night that soon emulated the 
l»rightness of day, tiie duty of Eben Ihidley and of his associate on 
the watch was rendered easy of accomplishment. Indeed so secure 
did they become towards morning, chiefly on account of the capture 
of the Indian lad, that more than once, eyes, that should have been 
differently employed, yielded to the drowsiness of the hour and to 
habit, or were only opened at intervals that left their owners in 
some doubt as to the passage of the intermediate time. But no 
sooner did the signs of day approach, than agreeably to their in- 
structions, the watchers sought their beds, ana for an hour or two, 
they slept soundly and without fear. 

When his father had closed the prayers of the morning, Content, 
in the midst of the assembled family, communicated as many of the 
iacidenta o£ the past nighti as in ms jud^eat seemed necessary. 
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His diflcretioli limited the narratiye to the oaptore of the native 
youth, and to the manner in which he had ordered the watch for 
the security of the family. On the suhiect of his own excursion to 
the forest and all connected therewith, he was guardedly silent. 

It is unnecessary to relate the manner in which this startling^ 
information was received. The cold and reserved brow of the 
Puritan became still more thou?htfiil ; the^Toung men looked Grave 
but resolute; the maidens of the household grew pale, shuddered 
and whispered hurriedly together; while the little £.uth and a 
female child of nearly her own age, named Martha, clung close to 
the side of the mistress of the family, who, having nothing new to 
learn, had taught herself to assume the appearance of a resolution 
she was far from feeling. 

The first visitation which befel the listeners, after their eager 
ears had drunk in the intelligence Content so briefly imparted, was 
a renewal of the spiritual strivings of his father in the form of 
prayer. A particular petition was put up in quest of lij^ht on their 
niture proceedings, for mercy on all men, for a better mind to those 
who wandered through the wilderness seekine victims of their 
wrath, for the gifts of grace on the heathen, ana finally for victory 
over all their carnal enemies, let them come whence or in what 
aspect they might. 

Fortified by these additional exercises, old Mark nextmade himself 
the master of all the si^s and evidences of the approach of danger, 
by a more rigid and mmute inquiry into the visible circumstances 
of the arrest of the young savage. Content received a merited and 
grateful reward for his prudence in the approbation of one whom he 
still continued to revere with a mental dependence, little less than 
that with which he had leaned on Ms father's wisdom in the days 
of his childhood. 

" Thou hast done well and wisely," said his father; "but more 
remaineth to be performed by thy wisdom and fortitude. We have 
had tidings that the heathen near the Providence Plantations are 
unquiet, and that they are lending their minds to wicked coun* 
oillors. We are not to sleep in too much security, because a forest 
journey of a few days lies between their villages and our own 
olearing. Brin^ forth the captive; I will question him on the 
matter of this visit." 

Until now. so much did the fears of all turn towards the enemies 
who were believed to be lurking near, that little thought had been 
bestowed on the prisoner in the block-house. Content, who well 
knew the invincible resolution, no less than the art of an Indian, 
had forborne to question him when taken, for he believed the time 
to be better suited to vigilant action, than to interrogatories that 
the character of the boy was likel3r to render perfectly useless. He 
now proceeded, however, witii an interest that be^an to quicken as 
circumstances rendered its indulgence less unsuitable, to seek his 
captive, in order to bring him before the searching ordeal of his 
father's authority. 

The key of the lower door of the block-house hung where it had 
been deposited; the ladder was replaced, and Content mounted 
quietly to the apartment where he nad placed his captive Xhe 
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zoom was the lowest of three that the buildiogr oontained, all beingr 
above that which nught be termed its basement. The latter, haying 
no aperture but its door, was a dark, hexagonal space, partly filled 
with such articles as might be needed in the event of an alarm, and 
which, at the same time, were frequently required for the purposes 
of domestic use. In the centre of the area was a deep well, so ntted 
fuid protected by a wall of stone, as to admit of water being drawn 
into the rooms above. The door itself was of massive hewn timber. 
The squared logs of the upper stories projected a little beyond the 
stonework of the basement, the second tier of the timbers containing 
a few loops, out of which missiles might be discharged downwards 
on any assailants that approached nearer than should be deemed 
safe for the security of the basement. As has been stated, the two 
principal stories were perforated with long narrow slits through the 
timber, which answered the double purposes of windows and loop- 
holes. Thouffh the apartments were so evidently arranged for 
defence, the plain domestic famiture thev contained was suited to 
the wants of the fwnily should they be driven to the building for 
refuge. There was also an apartment in the roof, or attic, as already 
mentioned, but it scarcely entered into the more important uses of 
the block-house. StiU, the advantage which, it received from its 
elevation was not overlooked. A small cannon, of a kind once 
known and much used under the name of grasshoppers, had been 
raised to the place, and time had been when it was rightly con- 
sidered as of the last importance to the safety of the inmates of the 
dwelling. For some years its muzzle had been seen, by all the strag- 

§]mg aborigines who visited the valley, frowning through one of 
liose openings which were now converted into glazed windows ; and 
there is reason to think that the reputation which the little piece of 
ordnance thus silently obtained, had a powerful agency in so long 
preserving unmolested the peace of the valley. 

The word unmolested is perhaps too strong. More than one alarm 
had in fact occurred, though no positive acts of violence had ever 
been committed within the Hmits which the Puritan claimed as his 
own. On only one occasion, however, did matters proceed so far 
that the veteran had been induced to take his post in this warlike 
attic, where, there is Httle doubt, had occasion further offered for 
his services, he would have made a suitable display of his know- 
ledge in the science of gunnery. But the simple history of the 
Wish-Ton-Wish had furnished another evidence of a political truth, 
wMch cannot be too often presented to the attention of our oountrv- 
men ; we mean that the b^t preservative of peace is preparation mr 
war. In the case before us, the hostile attitude assumed by old 
Mark and his dependents had effected all that was desirable, with- 
out proceeding to the extremity of shedding blood. Such peaceful 
triumphs were far more in accordance with the present principles of 
the Puritan, than it would have been with the reckless temper which 
had governed his youth. In the quaint and fanatical humour of 
the times he had held a family thanksgiving around the instrument 
of their security, and from that moment the room itself became a 
favourite resortinfl' place for the old soldier. Thither he often 
monntedi eyen in the hoois of deep night, to indulge i& those seoret 
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spiritual exercises wliicli formed tlie cMefest solooe, and, seeming*'^ 
indeed, the great employment of his life. In consequence of t3ii8 
habit, the attic of the block-house came in time to be considered 
sacred to the uses of the master of the valley. The care and thouglit 
of Content had gradually supplied it with many conveniences that 
might contribute to the personal comfort of his father while hia 
spirit was engaged in these mental conflicts. At lenptii the old man 
was known to use the mattrass, that among other things it now oon- 
tained, and to pass the time between the setting and rising of the 
sun in its solitude. The aperture originally cut for the exhibitioii 
of the grasshopper had been glazed, and no article of comfort which 
was once caused to mount the difficult ladder that led to tiie ohambcF 
Ttras ever seen to descend. 

There was somethinar in the austere sanctity of old Mark Heath-t 
cote that was favourable to the practices of an anchorite. The 
youths of the dwelling regarded nis unbending brow, and the un- 
disturbed gravity of the eye it shadowed, with a respect akin to 
awe. Had the genuine benevolence of his character been less tiied, 
or had he mingled in active life at a later period, it might readily 
have been his fate to have shared in the persecution which his 
countrymen heaped on those who were believed to deal with influ- 
ences it is thought impious to exercise. Under actual ciroumstancesL 
however, the sentiment went no farther than a deep and universal 
reverence, that left its object and the neglected little piece of artil- 
lery, to the quiet possession of an apartment, to invade which would 
have been deemed an act bordering on sacrile^. 

The business of Content on the occasion which caused his present 
visit to the edifice, whose history and description we have thought 
it expedient thus to give at some length, led nim no fcirther than to 
the lowest of its more military apartments. On raising the trap, for 
the first time a feeling of doubt came over him as to the propriety 
of havinff left the boy so long unsolaced by words of kindness or by 
deed of charity. It was appeased by observing that his concern was 
awakened in behalf of one whose spirit was quite equal to sustain 
greater trials. 

The young Indian stood before one of the loops, looking out upon 
that distant forest in which he had so lately roamed at liberty, with 
, gaze too riveted to turn aside even at the interruption occasioned 
►y the presence of his captor. 

" Come from thy prison, child," said Content, in the tones of 
mildness ; " whatever may have been thy motive in lurking around 
this dwelling, thou art human and must xnow human wants ; come 
forth and receive food, none here will harm thee." 

The language of commiseration is universal. Though the words 
of the speaker Were evidently unintelligible to him for whose ears 
they were intended, their import was conveyed in the kindness of 
the accents. The eyes of the boy turned slowly from the view of th^ 
woods, and he looked his captor lonfr and steadily in the face. Con- 
tent now indeed discovered that he nad spoken in a language that 
was unknown to his captive, and he endeavoured by gestures of 
Idl^duess to lATit^ tb^ l»d to follow* Se was silently and quietly 
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obeyed. On leaoliingr the oourt, however, the prudenoe of a border 
proprietor in some degree overcame his feelinpfs of compassion. 

" Bring hither yon tether." he said to Whittal Bang, who at the 
knoment was nassing towards the stables ; '*here is one wild as the 
most nntamea of thy colts. Man is of our nature and of our spirit, 
let him be of what colour it may have pleased Providence to stamp 
his features, but he who would nave a young savage in his keeping 
on the morrow must look sharply to his limbs to-day." 

The lad submitted quietly until a turn of the rope was passed 
around one of his arms, but when Content was fain to complete the 
work by brindng the other limb into the same state of subjection, 
the boy glided from his grasp, and cast the fetters from him in dis* 
dain. This act of decided resistance was, however, followed by no 
effort to escape. The moment his person was released from a con* 
finement which he probably considered as implying distrust of his 
ability to endure nam with the fortitude of a warrior, the lad turned 
quietly and j)roualy to his captor, and, with an eye in which scorn 
and haughtmess were alike glowing, seemed to defy the fulness of 
his anger. 

'* Be it so," resumed the equal-minded Content ; ** if thou likesl 
not the bonds which, notwithstanding the pride of man, are often 
healthful to the body, keep then the use of thy limbs, and see that 
the^r do no mischief. Whittal, look thou to the postern, and remem- 
ber it is forbidden to go afield until my father hath had this heaths 
under examination. The oub is seldom found far from the ounnin^^ 
of the aged bear." 

He then made a sign to the boy to follow, and proceeded to the 
apartment where his fiEtther, surrounded by most of the fSEunily» 
awaited their coming. Uncompromising domestic discipline was 
one of the striking characteristics of the sway of the Purit^. That 
austerity of manner which was thought to mark a sense of a fallen 
and probationary state was early taught, for among a people who 
deemed all mirth a sinful levity, the practice of seli-command 
would readily come to be esteemed the basis of virtue. But what- 
ever miffht^ave been the peculiar merit of Mark Heathcote and his 
household in this particular, it was likely to be exceeded by tbe 
exhibition of the same quality in the youth who had so strangely 
become their captive. 

We have already said that this child of the woods might have 
feeen some fifteen years. Though he had shot upwards like a vi^* 
Tous and thrifty plant, and with the freedom of a thriving sapling 
in his native forests, rearing its branches towards the ught, his 
etature had not yet reached that of man. In height, form and 
attitudes he was a model of active, natural, and graoefal boyhood. 
But while his limbs were so fair in their proportions, they were 
scarcely muscular; still every movement exhibited a £reedom and 
ease which announced the grace of childhood, without the smallest 
evidence of that restraint which creeps into our air as the factitious 
feelings of later life begin to assert their infiuence. The smooth, 
rounded trunk of the mountain ash is not more upright and free 
from blemish than was the figure of the boy, who moved into the 
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«urioas circle, that opened for his entrance and cloaed against his 
retreat, with the steadiness of one who came to bestow, instead of 
appearin&r to receive judgment. 

"I wijQ. question him," said old Mark Heathcote, attentively 
regarding the keen and settled eye that met his long, stem gaze as 
steadily as a less intelligent creature of the woods would return the 
look of man. ** I wOl question him ; and perchance fear will wrinff 
from his lips a confession of the evil that he and his have meditated 
against me and mine." 

" I think he is ignorant of our forms of speech,'* returned Con- 
tent ; "for the words of neither kindness nor anger will force him 
to a change of feature." 

" It is then meet that we commence by asking Him, who hath the 
secret to open all hearts, to be our assistant. The Puritan then 
raised his voice in a short and exceedingly particular petition, in 
which he implored the £.uler of the Universe to interpret his mean- 
ing, in the forthcoming examination, in a manner that, had his 
request been granted, would have savoured not a little of the mira- 
culous. With this preparation he proceeded directly to his task. 
But neither questions, signs, nor prajrer produced the slightest 
visible effect. The boy gazed at the rigid and austere countenance 
of his interrogator while the words were issuing from his lips, hut 
the instant they ceased, his searching and quick eye rolled over the 
different curious faces by which he was hemmed in, as if he trusted 
more to the sense of sight than that of hearing for the information 
he naturally sought concerning his fiiture lot. It was found impos- 
sible to obtain from him gesture or sound that should betray either 
the purport of his questionable visit, his own personal appellation^ 
or that of his tribe. 

" I have been among the red skins of the Providence Plantations," 
Eben Dudley at length ventured to observe ; ** and their language^ 
though but a crooked and irrational jargon, is not unknown to me. 
With the leave of all present," he continued, regarding the Puritan 
in a manner to betray that this general term meant him^ alone, 
•* with the leave of all present, I wiU put it to the younker in such 
a fashion that he will be glad to answer." 

Eeceiving a look of assent, the borderer uttered certain uncouth 
and guttural sounds, which, notwithstanding they entirely failed 
of their effect, he stoutly maintained were the ordinary terms of 
jalutation among the people to whom the prisoner was supposed to 
belong. 

** I know him to be a Narragansett," continued Eben, reddening 
with vexation at his defeat, and throwing a glance of no peculiar 
amity at the youth who had so palpably refuted his claim to skill 
in the Indian tongues ; ** you see He hath the shells of the sea-side 
worked into the bordering of his moccasins, and besides this signj. 
which is certain as that night hath its stars, he beareth the look of 
a chief that was slain by the Pequods, at the wish of us Christians, 
after an affair in which, whether it was well done or ill done, I did 
Bome part of the work myself." 

•* And tow call you that chief?" demanded Mark. 
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** Why, lie had various names, according to the business he waa 
on. To some he was known as the Leaping Panther, for he was a 
man of an extraordinary jump ; and others again used to stylo him 
Pepperage, since there was a saying that neiUier bullet nor sword 
could enter his body; though that was a mistake, as his death 
hath fully proven. But his real name, according to the uses and 
sounds of his own people, was My Anthony Mow." 

"My Anthony Mow r 

"Yes; My, meaning that he was their chief; Anthony, being 
the priven name, and Mow that of the breed of which he came ; 
Tejoined Eben, wit^ confidence, satisfied that he had finally pro- 
duced a sufficiently sonorous appellative and a perfectly lucid cty« 
mology. But criticism was diverted from its aim by the action of 
the prisoner, as these equivocal soimds struck his ear. Buth re- 
coiled, and clasped her little namesake closer to her side, when she 
saw the dazzling brightness of his glowing eyes, and the sudden 
and expressive oilation of his nostrils. For a moment his lips were 
compressed with more than the usual force of Indian gravity, and 
then they slightly severed. A low, soft, and as even the startled 
matron was obliged to confess, a plaintive Bound issued .from be- 
tween them, repeating mournfully — 

" Miantonimoh !" 
^ The word was uttered with a distinct, bat deeply guttural enun- 
ciation. 

" The child mourneth for its parent," exclaimed the sensitive 
mother. " The hand that slew the warrior may have done an evil 
deed!" 

" I see the evident and fore-ordering will of a wise Providence 
in this," said Mark Heathcote with solemnity. ^ " The youth hath 
been deprived of one who might have enticed him still deeper into 
the bonds of the heathen, and hither hath he been led in order to 
be placed upon the straight and narrow path. He shall become a 
dweller amonjf mine, and we will strive against the evil of his mind 
imtil instruction shall prevail. Let him be fed and nurtured, 
equally with the things of Hfe and the things of the world, for who 
knoweth that which is designed in his behalf !" 

If there were more of faith than of rational conclusion in this 
opinion of the old Puritan, there was no external evidence to con- 
tradict it. While the examination of the boy was goin^ on in the 
dwelling, a keen scrutiny had taken place in the out-bmldings and 
in the adjacent fields. Those engaged in this duty soon returned 
to say that not the smallest trace of an ambush was visibly about 
the place, and as the captive himself had no weapons of hostility^ 
even Ruth began to hope that the mysterious conceptions of her 
father on the subject were not entirely delusive. The captive was 
now fed, and old Mark was on the point of making a proper begin- 
ning in the task he had so gladly assumed, by an up-ofiering of 
thanks, when Whittal Ring broke rudely into the room, and dis- 
turbed the solemnity of his preparations by a sudden and boisterous 
outcry. 

"Away with scythe and sickle," shouted the witling; **i£% 
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many a day since tKe fields of Wish-Ton- Wish have be^n trodden 
down by horsemen in buff jerkins, or ambushed by creeping Wam- 
panoags." 

"There is danger at hand!" exclaimed the sensitive Euth. 
•* Husband, the warning was timely." 

" Here are truly some riding from the forest, and drawing nigh 
to the dwellings, out as they are seemingly men of our kind and 
faith, we have need rather of rejoicing than terror. They bear the 
air of messengers from the Biver." 

Mark Heatncote listened with surprise, and perhaps with a mo- 
mentary uneasiness ; but all emotion passed away on the instant, 
for one so disciplined in mind rarely permitted any outward expo- 
sure of his secret thoughts. The Puntan calmly issued an order to 
replace the prisoner in the block-house, assigning the upper of the 
two principal floors for his keeping, and then he prepared himself 
to receive guests that were little wont to disturb the quiet of hia 
secluded vaUey. He was still in the act of giving forth the neoes- 
sarv mandates when the tramp of horses was heard in the court, 
and he was sunmioned to the door to greet his unknown visitors. 

** We have reached Wish-Ton- Wish, and the dwelling of Captain 
Mark Heathcote," said one who appeared, by his air and better 
attire, to be the principal of four that composed fhe party. 

" By the favour of Providence, I caU myself the unworthy owner 
of this place of refuge." 

" Then a subject so loyal, and a man who hath so long proved 
himseK faithful in the wilderness, will not turn from his door the 
agents of his anointed master." 

" There is One greater than any of earth who hath taught us to 
leave the latch free. I pray you to alight and to partake of that 
we can offer." 

With this courteous but quaint explanation the horsemen dis- 
mounted, and giving their steeds into the keeping of the labourers 
of the farm, they entered the dwelling. 

While the maidens of Ruth were preparing a recast suited to the 
hour and to the quajity of the guests, Mark and his son had abun- 
dant opportunity to examine the appearance of the strangers. They 
were men who seemed to wear visages peculiarly adapted to the 
characters of their entertainers, being in truth so singularly demure 
and grave in aspect, as to excite some suspicion of their being 
newly converted zealots to the mortifying customs of the colony. 
Notwithstanding their extraordinary gravity, and contrary to the 
usages of those regions, too, they bore about their persons certain 
evidence of being used to the fashions of the other hemisphere. The 
pistols attached to their saddle bows, and other accoutrements of a 
warlike aspect, would perhaps have attracted no observation, had 
they not been accompanied by a fashion in the doublet, the hat, 
and the boot, that denoted a greater intercourse with the mother 
counh'y than was usual among the less sophisticated natives of 
those regions. Kane traversed the forests without the means of 
defence, but, on the other hand, few wore the hostile implements 
With so much of a worldly air, or with so many minor particularities 
<if some recent caprice in zashion. As they had» however, announced 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



THE WEPT 0» WISH-TOir-'WlSH. 4S 

QiemselYes to l)e officers of the kinff, thesr, who of necessity must 1)q 
cMefly oonoenied in the object of their visit, patiently awaited the 
pleasure of the strangers, to learn why duty had called them so far 
horn, all the more ordinary haunts of men : for, like the native 
owners of the soil, the self-restrained religionists appeared to reckon 
an indiscreet haste in anvthing among the more unmanly weak* 
nesses. Nothing for the first half hour of their visit escaped the 
guarded lips oi men evidently well skilled in their present duty, 
^?hioh might lead to a clue of its purport. The morning meal 
passed almost without discourse, and one of the party had arisen 
with the professed object of lookinp: to their steeos, before he who 
seemed the chief led the e(mversation to a subject, that by its poli- 
tical bearing might, in some degree, be supposed to have a remote 
connexion with the principal object of his journey to that seques-' 
tered valley. 

" Have the tidings of the gracious boon that hath lately flowed 
from the favour of the king reached this distant settlement?" asked 
the principal personage, one that wore a far less military air than 
a younger companion, who by his oonfident mien appeared to be 
the second in authority. 

'* To what boon hath thy words import ?" demanded the Puritan, 
turning a glance of the eye at his son and daughter, together with 
the others m hearing, as if to admonish them to be pruaent. 

** I speak of the royal charter by which the people on the banks 
of the Connecticut, and they of the colony of New Haven, are hence- 
forth permitted to unite in government; granting them liberty of 
conscience and great freedom of self-control." 

•* Such a gift were worthy of a king ! Hath Charles done this ?** 

** That hath he, and much more that is fitting in a kind and 
royal mind. The realm is finally freed from the abuses of usurpers, 
and power now resteth in the hands of a race long set apart for itsi 
privileges." 

" It is to be wished that practice shall render them expert and 
sage in its uses," rejoined Mark, somewhat drily. 

" It is a merry prince ! and one but little given to the study and 
exercises of his martyred father ; but he hath great cunning in dis- 
course, and few around his dread person have keener wit, or more 
ready tongue." 

Mark bowed his head in sHence, seemingly little disposed to push 
the discussion of his earthly master's qualities to a conclusion that 
might prove offensive to so loyal an admirer. One inclining to 
suspicion would have seen, or thought he saw, certain equivocal 
glances from the stranger, while he was thus lauding the viva- 
cious qualities of the restored monarch, which should denote a 
desire to detect how far the eulogiums might be grateful to his 
host. He acquiesced, however, in the wishes of the ruritan, though 
whether understandingly, or without design, it would have been 
difficult to say, and submitted to change the discourse. 

" It is likely, by thy presence, that tidings have reached the 
colonies from home,*' said Content, who imderstood, by the severe 
and reserved expression of his father's features, that it was a fitting 
time for him to interpose. ^ 
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** There is one arrived in the Bay, within the month, hy means 
of a king's frigate ; hut no trader hath yet passed hetween the 
countries, except the ship which maketh the annual voyage from 
Bristol to Boston." 

"And he who hath arrived, doth he come in authority?" de- 
manded Mark ; ** or is he merely another servant of the Lord, seek- 
ing to rear his tahemade in the wilderness }*' 

"Thou shalt know the nature of his errand," returned the 
stranger, casting a glance of malicious inteUigenoe ohliquely to- 
wards his companions, at the same time that he arose and placed in 
the hand of his host a commission which evidently hore the seal of 
state. " It is expected that all aid will he given to one hearing 
this warranty, hy a suhject of a loyalty so approved as that of Cap- 
tain Mark Heathcote." 



CHAPTER VI. 

** But, by yonr leave, 
. I am an officer of state, and come 

To speak with " 

Coriolanut4 

NoTWiTHSTAin)iN& the sharp look which the messenger of the 
crown deliherately and now openly fastened on the master of 
Wi^-Ton-Wish, while the latter was reading the instrument that 
was placed hefore his eyes, there was no evidence of uneasiness to 
be detected in the unmoved features of the latter. Mark Heathcote 
had too long schooled his passions to suffer an imseemly manifesta- 
tion of surprise to escape nim, and he was hy nature a man of far 
too much nerve to betray alarm at any trifling: exhibition of danger. 
Eetuming the parchment to the other, he said with unmoved calm- 
ness to his son, — 

" "We must open wide the doors of "Wish-Ton-Wish. Here is one 
charged with authority to look into the secrets of all the dwellings 
of the colony." Then turning with dignity to the agent of the 
Crown, he added, "Thou hadst better commence thy duty in. 
season, for we are many, and occupy much space." 

The face of the stranger flushed a Httle, it might have been with 
shame for the vocation in which he had come so far, or it might have 
been in resentment at so direct a hint that the sooner his disagreeable 
office should be ended, the better it would please his host. Still he 
betrayed no intention of shrinking from its performance. On the 
contrary, discarding somewhat of that subdued manner which he 
had probably thought it poHtio to assume, while sounding the 
opinions of one so rigid, he broke out rather suddenly in the exhibi- 
tion of a humour somewhat better suited to the tastes of him he 
served. 

" Come, then," he cried, winking at his companions, " since doors 
are opened, it would speak ill of our breeding should we refuse to 
enter. Captain Heathcote has been a soldier, and he knows how 
to excuse a traveller's freedom. Burely one who has tastod. ot 
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tie })leasiiTe8 of the camp, must weary at times of this sylyan 
life! ' 

" The steadfast in faith weary not, though the road he long and 
the wayfarings grievous." 

** Ham-*-'tis pit]^ that the journeying hetween merry England 
and these colomes is not more hrisk. I do not presume to instruct 
a gentleman who is my senior, and peradyenture my hotter, hut 
opportunity is everythmg in a man's fortunes. It were charity to 
let yon know, worthy sir, that opinions have changed at home : it 
is full a twelvemontn sinoe I have heard a line of the Psalms, or a 
Terse of St. Paul quoted, in discourse ; at least hy men who are at 
all esteemed for their discretion." 

'* This change in the fashion of speech may hetter suit thy 
earthly than thy heavenly master," said Mark Heathcote, stemlv. 

" Well, well, that peace may exist hetween us, we will not bandy 
words about a text more or less if we may escape the sermon," re- 
joined the stranger, no longer affecting restraint, but laughing with 
sufficient freedom at his own conceit; a species of enjoyment in 
which. Ins companions mingled wit^ great good wiU, and without 
much deference to the humour of those under whose roof they found 
themselves. 

A small glowing spot appeared on the pale cheek of the Puritan, 
and disappeared agam, like some transient deception produced by 
the plav of light. Even the meek eye of Content kindled at the 
insult, but like his father, the practice of self-denial, and a never 
slumbering consciousness of his own imperfections, smothered the 
momentary exhibition of displeasure. 

" If thou hast authority to look into the secret places of our 
habitations, do thy office," he said, with a peculiarity of tone which 
served to remind the other, that though he bore the commission of 
the Stuart, he was in an extremity of his empire, where even the 
authority of a king lost some of its value. 

Affecting to he, and possibly in reality conscious of his indis* 
oretion, the stranger hastily disposed himself to the execution of 
his duty. 

'* It would be a great and a pain-saving movement," he said, 
"were we to assemble the household in one apartment. The 
government at home would be glad to hear something of the 
quality of its lieges in this distant quarter. Thou hast doubtless a 
bell to summon the flock at stated periods." 

" Our people are yet near the dwelling," returned Content; "if 
it be thy pleasure, none shall be absent m>m the search." 

Gathermg from the eye of the other that he was serious in this 
wish, the quiet colonist proceeded to the gate, and placing a shell 
to his mouth, blew one of those blasts that are so often heard in the 
forests summoning families to their home^, and which are alike used 
as the siffnals of peaceful recall or of alarm. The soimd soon 
brought all within hearing to the court, whither the Puritan and 
his impleasant quests now repaired as to the spot best suited for the 
pui^^s of the latter. 

*^allam," said the principal personage of the four visitors, ad- 
^iwing him who might once have been» if he were not still, somo 
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sabaltem In tub^ forces of the Crown, for he was attired in a manner 
that bespoke him but a half-disguised dragoon, " I leave thee to 
entertain this goodly assemblage. Thou mayst pass the time in 
discoursing on the vanities of the world, of which I believe few are 
better qualified to speak understandingly than thyself, or a few 
«7ords of admonition to hold fast to the faith would come with, 
fitting weight from thy lips. But look to it that none of thy fiock 
wander, for here must every creature of them remain, stationary as 
the indiscreet partner of Lot, till I have oast an eye into all the 
cunning places of their abode. Bo aet wit at work, and show thy 
breeding as an entertainer*" 

After this irreverent charge to his subordinate, the speaker signi-* 
fied to Content and his father, that he and his remaining attendant 
would proceed to a more minute examination of the premises. 

When Mark Heathcote saw that the man who had so rudely broken 
in upon the peacefcd habits of his family was ready to proceed, he 
advanced steadily in his front, like one who boldly invited inquiry, 
and by a grave gesture desired him to foUow. The stranger, per- 
haps as much from habit as from any settled design, first cast a 
free glance around at the bevy of fluttered maidens, leered even 
upon the modest and meek-eyed Euth herself, and then took the 
direction indicated by him who had bo unhesitatingly assumed the 
oficeof aguide. 

The object of this examination still remained a secret between 
those who made it and the Puritan, who had probably found its 
motive in the written warran^ which had been submitted to his 
inspection. That it proceeded from fitting authority none might 
doubt, and that it was in some manner connected with the events 
that were known to have wrought so sudden and so great a chanee 
in the government of the ;mother country, all believed probable* 
Kotwithstanding the seeming mystery of the procedure, the search 
was not the less rigid. Few liabitations of any size or pretension 
were erected in those times, whioh did not contain certain secret 
places, where valuables and even persons might be concealed, at 
need. The strangers displayed great familiarity with the nature 
and ordinary positions of these private recesses. Kot a chest, a 
eloset, or even a drawer of size escaped their vigilance, nor was there 
a plank that sounded hollow, but the master of the valley was called 
on to exi>lain the cause. In one or two instances, boards w«re 
wrested violently from their fastenings, and the cavities beneath 
^ere explored, with a wariness that increased as the investigation 
proceeded without success. 

The strangers appeared irritated by their failure. ^ An hour 
passed in the keenest scrutiny, and nothing had transpired which 
brought them any nearer to their object. That they had commenced 
the search with more than usually confident anticipations of a 
favourable result might have been gathered from the boldness of 
tone assumed by their chief, and the pointed personal allusions in 
which, from time to time, he indulged, often too freely, and always 
at some expense to the loyalty of the Heathcotes. But when he 
had completed the circuit of the buiLdihgs, having entered all parts 
from t^eu cellars to the gaiTcts^hia spleen b^anewstiroBgas^ in 
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iome degree, to gfet tbe better of a oertain XMurade of disoretion, 
which he had hitherto managed to maintaiii in the midst of all his 
levity. 

'* Hast seen nothing, Mr. Hallam?" he demanded of the individual 
left on watch, as they crossed the court in retiring from the last of 
the ontbidldingB ; " or haye those traces which led us to this distant 
settlement proyed fedse? Captain Heathoote, you haye seen that 
we come not without sufficient warranty, and it is in my power to 
Bay we come not without sufficient- — ' 

Checking himself aa if about to utter more than was prudent, he 
tniddenly cast an eye on the block-house, and demanded its uses. 

*'It is, as thou seest, a building erected for the purposes of 
defence," replied-Mark; '* one to which, in the eyent of an inroad 
of the sayages, the family may fly for refuge." 

"Ah! these citadels are not unknown to me. I haye met with 
others during my Journey, but none so formidable or so military as 
this. It hath a soldier tor its goyemor, and should hold out for a 
reasonable siege. Being a place of pretension, we will look closer 
into its mystery." 

He then sigmfied an intention to close the search by an examines 
tion of this edifice. Content unhesitatingly threw open its door, 
and inyited him to enter. 

'* On the word of one who, though now engaged in a more peaceful 
caUing, has been a campai^er in his time, would be no child's 
play to carry this tower without artillery. Had thy spies given 
notice of our approach. Captain Heathcote, the entrance might have 
been more difficult than we now find it. We haye a ladoer here ! 
Where the means of mounting are found, there must be something 
to tempt one to ascend. I will taste your forest air from an upper 
room.' 

** You will find the apartment above, like this below, merely 
proyided for the security of the unoffending dwellers of the habita- 
tions," said Content, while he quietly arranged the ladder before 
the trap, and then led the way mmself to the floor above. 

*' Here have we loops for the musketoons," cried the stranger, 
looking about him, understandingly, '*and reasonable defences 
against shot. Thou hast not forgotten thy art. Captain Heathcote, 
and I consider myself fortunate in having entered thy fortress by 
surprise, or I should rather say, in amity, since the peace is not yet 
broken between us. But why have we so much of household gear 
in a place so evidently equipped for war?" 

" Thou forgettest that women and children may be driven to this 
block for a residence,' ' replied Content. * ' it would show little dis- 
cretion to neglect matters that might be useful to their wants." 
' " Is there trouble with the savages?" demanded the stranger, a 
little quickly : ** the gossips of the colony bade us fear nothing on 
that head." 

*' One cannot say at what hour creatures trained in their wild 
natures may choose to rise. The dweUers on the borders, therefore, 
never neglect a fitting caution." 

"Histl" interrupted the stranffer; "I hear a footstep above. 
Ha! the seent will proY« true at last! Hilloa, Master HaUaoil? 
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he cried from one of the loops; "let thy statues of salt dissolve, 
and come hither to the tower. Here is work for a regiment; for 
well do we know the nature of that we are to deal with?' 

The sentinel in the court shouted to his companion in the stables, 
and then, openly and boisterously exulting^ in the prospects of a 
final success to a search which had hitherto ^yen them useless 
employment throughout many a long day and weary ride, they 
rushed together to the block-house. 

""Now, worthy lieges of a gracious master," said the leader, when 
he perceived himself baekecTby all his armed followers, and sneak- 
ing with the air of a man flushed with success, — "now, quickly 
provide the means of mounting to the unper story. I have thrice 
heard the tread of man moving across that floor; though it hath 
been li&:ht and wary, the planks are tell-tales, and have not had 
their schooling." 

Content heard the request, which was uttered sufficiently in the 
manner of an order, perfectly unmoved. Without betraying either 
hesitation or concern, he disposed himself to comply. Drawing the 
light ladder tiurough the trap below, he placed it against the one 
above him, and ascending, he raised the door. He then returned 
to the floor beneath, making a quiet gesture to imply that they who 
chose might mount. But the strangers rej^arded each other with 
very visMe doubts. Neither of the inferiors seemed disposed to 
precede his chief, and the latter evidently hesitated as to tlie order 
in which it was meet to make the necessary advance. 

"Is there no other manner of mountmg but by this narrow 
ascent?" he asked. 

^*None. Thou wilt find the ladder secure, and of no difficult 
lieight. It is intended for the use of women and children." 

" Ay," muttered the officer, ** but your women and children are 
not called upon to confront the devil in a human form. Fellows, 
are your weapons in serviceable condition? Here may be need of 

spirit ere we get our Hist! By the divine right of our gracious 

master! there is truly one stirrmg above. Harkee, my friend, 
thou knowest the road so well, we will choose to follow thy 
conduct." 

Content, who seldom permitted ordinary events to disturb the 
equanimity of his temper, quietly assented, and led the way up the 
ladder, like one who saw no ground for apprehension in the under- 
taking. The agent of the crown sprang after him, taking care to 
keep as near as possible to the person of his leader, and calling to 
his inferiors to lose no time in backing him with their support. 
The whole mounted through the trap, with an alacrity nothing short 
of that with which they would have pressed through a dangerous 
breach; nor did either of the four tafce time to survey the lodge- 
ment he had made imtil the whole party was standing in array* 
with hands grasping the handles of tneir pistols, or seeking as it 
were instincmvely the hilts of their broadswords. 

"By the dark visage of the Stuart!" exclaimed the principal 
personage, after satisfying himself by a long and disappointed gaze. 
that what he said was true, "here is nought but an unarmed 
^vage boyr' 
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''Didst expect to meet else?*' demanded the still xmmoyed 
Content. 

'* Hum— that which we expected to meet is sufficiently known to 
the quaint old ffentleman below, and to our own good wisdom. If 
thou doubtest of our rigrht to look into thy very nearts, warranty 
for that we do can be forthcoming. King Charles hath Uttle cause 
to be tender of his mercies to the dwellers of these colonies, who lent 
but too willing ears to the whinings and hypocrisies of the wolves in 
sheeps' dothing, of whom old England hath now so happily gotten 
rid. Thy buildings shall again be rummaged from me bncks of 
the chimney tops to the comer stone in thv cellaFs, unless deceit 
and rebelhous ounziing shall be abandoned, aud the truth pro- 
claimed with the openness and fEomess of bold-speaking English- 
men." 

" I know not what is called the fairness of bold-speaking English- 
men, since fairness of speech is not a quality of one people, or of 
one land, but well I do Know that deceit is sinful, and little of it, I 
humbly trust, is practised in this settlement. I am ignorant of 
what IS sought, and therefore it cannot be that 1 meditate 
treachery." 

" Thou hearest Hallam ; he reasoneth on a matter that toucheth 
the peace and safety of the King !" cried the other, his arrogance of 
manner increasing with the anger of disappointment. " But why 
is this dark-skinned boy a prisoner ? Dost dare to constitute thvself 
a sovereign over the natives of this continent, and affect to nave 
shackles and dungeons for such as meet thy displeasure V 

"The lad is in truth a captive, but he has been taken in defence 
of life, and hath little to complain of, more than loss of freedom." 

"I will inquire deeply into this proceeding. Though com-, 
missioned on an errand of different interest^ yet as one trusted in 
a matter of moment, I take upon me the omce of protecting every 
oppressed subject of the crown. There may grow discoveries out of 
this practice, Hallam, fit to go before the council itself." 

" Thou wilt find but little nere, worthy of the time and attention 
of those burdened with the care of a nation," returned Content; 
*' the youthful heathen was found lurking near our habitations the 
past nippht, and he is kept where thou seest, that he may not carry 
the tidmgs of our condition to his people, who are doubtless out- 
lying in the forest, waiting for the fit moment to work their evil." 

" How meanest thou !" hastily exclaimed the other, " at hand, iu 
the forest, didst say?" 

"There can be httle doubt; one young as this would scarce be 
found distant from the warriors oi his tribe; and that the more 
especially, as he was taken in the commission of an ambush." 

" I hope thy people are not without good provision of arms, and 
other sufficient muniments of resistance. I trust the palisadoes are 
firm and the posterns iageniously defended. 

"We look with a diligent eye to our safety, for it is well known 
to us dwellers on the borders, that there is little security but in 
untiring watchfulness. The young men were at the gates until the 
morning, and we did intend to make a strong scouting into the 
woods as the day advanced, in order to look for those signs that 
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may lead us to conclusions on the number and purposes of those by 
whom we are enyironed, had not thy visit oaJled us to other duties. 

"And why so tardy in speaking of this intent?" demanded the 
agent of the King, leading the way down the ladder with suspicious 
haste; ** it is a commendable pruaenoe and must not be delayed. I 
take upon me the responsibleness of commanding that all nroper 
oare be had in defence of the weaker subjects of tne crown wno are 
here collected. Are our roadsters well replenished, Hallam? Duty, 
as thou sayest, is an imperatiye master; it recals us more into tne 
heart of the colony. I would it might shortly point the way to 
Europe r' he muttered as he reachea ^e ground. "Go, fellows: 
see to our beasts and let them be speedily prepared for departure.' 

The attendants, though men of sufficient spirit in open war, and 
when it was to be exercised in a fashion to which they were 
accustomed, had like other mortals, a wholesome deference for 
unknown and terrific looking danger. It is a well-known truth, 
and one that has been proved by tne experience of two centuries, 
that while the European soldier has ever been readiest to hare 
recourse to the assistance of the terrible warrior of the American 
forest, he has, in nearly every instance, when retaliation or 
accident has made him the object instead of the spectator of the 
ruthless nature of his warfare, betrayed the most salutary, and 
frequently the most abject and ludicrous apprehension of the 
prowess of his ally. While Content therefore looked so steadily, 
though still seriously, at the peculiar danger in which he was placed, 
the four strangers seeminjgly saw all of its horrors without any of 
the known means of avoidmg them. Their chief quickly abandoned 
the insolence of office, and the tone of disappointment, for a mien 
of greater courtesy, and, as policy is often seen suddenly to change 
the sentiments of even more pretending personages, when interests 
assume a new aspect, so did nis language rapidly take a character 
of conciliation and courtesy. 

The handmaidens were no longer leered at ; the mistress of the 
dwelling was treated with marked deference, and the air of deep 
respect with which even the principal of the party addressed the 
aged Puritan, bordered on an exhibition of commendable reverence. 
Something was said, in the way of apology, for the disagreeable 
obligations of dutyj and of a difterence oetween a manner that was 
assumed to answer secret purposes, and that which nature and a 
sense of right would dictate : but neither Mark nor his son appeared 
to have sufficient interest in motives of their visitors to put them to 
the trouble of repeating explanations, that were as awkward to 
those who uttered them as they were unnecessary to those who 
listened. 

So far from offering any further obstacle to the movements of 
the family, the borderers were seriously urged to pursue their 
previous intentions of thoroughly examining the woods. The 
dwelling was accordingly entrusted, under the orders of the Puri- 
tan, to the keeping of about half the labourers assisted by the 
Europeans, who clung with instinctive attachment to the posses- 
sion of the block-house ; their leader repeatedly and rightly enough 
declaring that though ready at ail times to risk life on a plain, 
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he hact an tmconquerable distaste to putting it in jeopardy in a 
thicket. Attended bv Eben Dudley, Iteuben Ring, ana two other 
stout youths, all well, though lightly armed, Content then left 
the palisadoes. and took his way towards the forest. They entered 
the woods at the nearest point, always marohing with the caution 
and vigilance that a sense of the true nature of the risk they ran 
would inspire, and much practice only could properly direct. 

The manner of the search was as simple as it was likely to 
prove effectual. The scouts commenced a circuit around the clear- 
ing:, extending their line as far as mi^ht be done without cutting 
oft support, and each man lending his senses attentively to the 
signs 01 the trail, or of the lairs, of those dangerous enemies who 
they had reason to think were outljrinp: in their neighbourhood. 
But, like the recent search in tho bmldings, the scouting was for 
a long time attended by no results. Manv weary mUes were passed 
slowly over, and more than half their tasK was ended, and no sign 
of being havinff life was met, exoept the very visible trail of their 
four guests, ana the tracks of a single horse^ along a path leading 
to the settlements from the quarter by which the visitor of tho 
previous night had been known to approach. No comments were 
made by any of the party, as each in succession struck and crossed 
this path nearly at we same instant ; but a low call firom Reuben 
fiing, which soon after met their ears, caused them to assemble 
in a body at the spot, whence the summons had proceeded. 

•• Here are signs of one passing from the clearing," said the 
quick-eyed woodsman, " and of one too that is not numbered 
among the family of Wish-Ton- Wish, since his beast hath had a 
shodden-hoof. a mark which belongeth to no animal of ours." 

" "We will follow," said Content, Immediately striking in upon a 
stragglinfi^ trail, that by manyunequivocal signs had been left by some 
animal which had passed uiat way not many hours before. Their 
search, however, soon grew to a close. Ere they had gone any great 
distance, they came upon the half-demolished carcass of a dead horse. 
There was no mistakmg the proprietor of this unfortunate animaL 
Though some beast, or rather beasts of prey had fed plentifully on the 
body, which was stiU fresh, and had scarcely yet done bleeding, it was 
plain, by the remains of the torn equipments, as well as by the colour 
and size of the animal, that it was no other than the hack ridden by 
the unknown and mysterious guest, who, after sharing in the 
worship and in the evening meal of the family of the Wish-Ton- 
'Wiatit nad so strangely and so suddenly disappeared. The leathern 
sack, th.e weapons which had so singularly nvetted the gaze of old 
Mark, and, indeed, all but the carcass and a ruined saddle were 
gone; but what was left sufficiently served to identify the animal. 

" Here has been the tooth of woft," said Eben Dudley, stooping 
to examine into the nature of a ragged wound in the neck; '^and 
here, too, has been cut of knife ; but whether by the hand of a red- 
skin it exceedeth my art to say." 

Each individual of the party now bent curiously over the wound ; 
but the results of their mquiries went no further than to prove 
that it was undeniably the horse of the stranger that had forfeited 
its life. To the fate of its master, however, there was not the 

S2 



52 THB HEA.THCOIES ; OB^ 

filigrHtest clue. Abandoning the investigation, after a long and 
fruitless examination, they proceeded to finish the circuit of the 
clearing. Night had approached ere the fatiguing task was accom- 
plished. As Euth stood at the postern waiting anxiously for their 
return, she saw by the countenance of her husband, that while 
nothing had transpired to give any grounds of additional alarm, no 
satisfactory testimony had been obtained to explain the nature of 
the painfal doubts with which, as a tender ana sensitive mother, 
fihe had been distressed throughout the day. 



CHAPTER yn. 

«* Is there not miUdng-time, 
When yon go to bed, or kiln-hole. 
To whistle off these secrets ; but yoa most he 
Tattling before aU onr gaests ?' 

WMer'MTaXe, 

Long experience hath shown that the white man, when placed in 
situations to acquire such knowledge, readily becomes the master 
of most of that peculiar skill for which the North American Indian 
is so remarkable, and which enables him, among other things, to 
detect the signs of a forest trail, with a quickness and an accuracy of 
intelligence that amount nearly to an instinct. The fears of the 
family were therefore greatly quieted by the reports of the scouts, 
all of whom agreed in the opinion that no party of savages, that 
could be at all dangerous to a force like their own, was lying near 
the valley; and some of whom, the loudest of which number being 
stout Eben Dudley, boldly offered to answer for the security of 
those who depenaed on their vigilance, with their own hves. 
These assurances had, beyond a doubt, a soothing influence on the 
apprehensions of Eutii and her handmaidens, but they somewhat 
failed of their effect, with those unwelcome visitors who still con- 
tinued to cumber Wish-Ton-Wish with their presence. Though 
they had evidently abandoned all ideas connected with the original 
object of their visit, they spoke not of departure. On the contrary, 
as night approached, their chief entered into council with old Mark 
Heatnoote, and made certain propositions for the security of his 
dwelling, which the Puritan saw no reason to oppose. 

A regular watch was, in consequence, set, and maintained till 
morning at the palisadoes. The different members of the family 
retired to their usual places of rest, tranquil in appearance, if not 
in entire confidence of peace, and the military messengers took post 
in the lower of the two fighting apartments of the citadel. With 
this simple, and to the strangers particularly satisfactory arrange- 
ment, the hours of darkness passed away m quiet; morning re- 
turning to the secluded valley, as it had so often done before, with 
its loveliness unimpaired by violence or tumult. 

In the same peaceful manner did the sun set successively three 
severai times, and as often did it arise on the abode of the Heath- 
cotes, without further sign o( danger qi motive of alarm. Wit^ 
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the passage of time the asrents of the Staart gradually retrained 
their conhdenoe. Still they never negrlected to withdraw within 
the Tjrotection of the hlock-house with the retiring light, a post 
whicn the subordinate named HaUam, more than once gravely ob- 
served they were, by their disciplined and military habits, singu- 
larly qualified to maintain. Though the Puritan secretly chafed 
under this protracted visit, habitual self-denial, and a manner so 
long subdued, enabled him to conceal his disgust. For the £rst two 
days, after the alarm, the deportment of his guests was unexcep- 
tionable. All their faculties appeared to be engrossed with keen 
and anxious watchings of the forest, out of which it would seem 
thev expected momentarily to see issue a band of ferocious and 
ruthless savages ; but symptoms of returning levity began to be 
apparent as confidence and a feeling of security increased with the 
quiet passage of the hours. 

It was on the evening of the third day from that on which they 
had made their appearance in the settlement, that the man called 
Hallam was seen strolling, for the first time, through the postern 
80 often named; and taking a direction which led towards the out- 
buildings. His air was less distrustful than it had been for many 
a weary hour, and his step proportionably confident and assuming. 
Instead of wearing, as he naa been wont, a pair of heavy horse- 
man's pistols at his p:irdle, he had even laid aside his broadsword, 
and appeared more in the guise of one who sought his personal 
ease, than in that cumbersome and martial attire which sul of hJB 
party, until now, had deemed it prudent to maintain. He cast his 
glance cursorily over the fields of the Heathcotes, as they glowed 
under the soft light of a settinar sun, nor did his eye even refuse to 
wander vacantly along the outline of that forest, which his imagi- 
nation had so lately been peopling with beings of a fierce and ruth- 
less nature. 

The hour was one when rustic economy brings the labours of the 
day to a close. Among those who were more than usually active 
at that busy moment, was a handmaiden of Kuth, whose clear 
sweet voice was heard, in one of the enclosures, occasionally rising 
on the notes of a spiritual song, and as often sinking to a nearly 
inaudible hum, as she extracted &om a favourite animal liberal por- 
tions of its nightly tribute to the dairy of her mistress. To that 
enclosure the stranger, as it were by accident, suffered his saunter- 
ing footsteps to stroll, seemingly as much in admiration of the sleek 
herd as of any other of its comely tenants. 

" From what thrush hast taken lessons, my pretty maid, that 
I mistook thy notes for one of the sweetest songsters of thy woods?** 
he asked, trusting his person to the support ot the pen in an atti- 
tude of easy superiority. " One might fancy it a robin, or a wren- 
trolling out his evening song, instead of human voice rising and 
falling in every-day psalmody.'* 

" The birds of our forest rarely speak,** returned the girl ; ** and 
the one among them which has most to say, does it like those 
who are called gentlemen, when they set wit to work to please thd 
car of simple country maidens." 

" And in what fashion may that be ?" 
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"Mockery." 

" All ! I nave heard of the creature's slriU. It is said to be a 
compound of the harmony of all other forest songsters ; and yet I 
see little resemblance to the honest language oi a soldier in its 
manner of utterance." 

"It speaketh without much meaning; and oftener to cheat the 
ear than in honest reason." 

" Thou forgettest that which I told thee in the morning, child. It 
would seem that they who named thee, have no great cause to exult 
in their jud^ent of character, since Unbelief would better describe 
thy disposition than Faith." 

'* It may be, that they who named me little knew how great 
must be credulity to give ear to all I have been required to credit." 
^ " Thou canst have no difficulty in admitting that thou art comely, 
since the eye itself will support thy belief; nor can one of so Quick 
speech fail to know that ner wit is sharper than common. Thus 
&r, I admit, the name of Paith will not surely belie thy character." 

"If Eben Dudley hear thee use such vanity-stirring discourse," 
returned the half-pleased ^rl, " he might give thee less credit for 
wit than then seemest willmg to yield to others. I hear his heavy 
foot among the cattle, and ere long we shall be sure to see a face 
that hath little more of lightness to boast." 

" IMs Eben Dudley is a personage of no mean importance I 
find I" muttered the other continuing his walk, as the borderer 
named made his appearance at another entrance of the pen. The 
glances exchanged between them were far from friendly, though 
the woodsman permitted the stranger to pass without any oral 
expression of displeasure. 

^* The skittish heifer is getting gentle at last, Paith Bine:," said 
the borderer, casting the butt of his musket on the ground with a 
violence that left a deen impression on the faded sward at his feet. 
" That brindled ox, old Logger, is not more willing to come into 
Lis yoke, than is the four-year-old to yield her milk." 

"The creature has been getting kind, since yon taught the 
manner to tame its humour," returned the dairy girl, in a voice that 

9[)ite of every effort of maiden pride, betrayed something of the 
^ urry of her spirits, whUe she plied her light task with violent 
industry. 

" Umph ! I hope some other of my teachings may be as well 
remembered ; but thou art quick at the trick of learning, Faith, as 
is plain by the ready manner in which thou hast so shortly got the 
habit of discourse with a man as nimble-tongued as yon riding 
reprobate from over sea." 

^* I hope that civil listening is no proof of unseemly discourse on 
the part of one who hath been trained in modesty of speech, Eben 
Dudley. Thou hast often said it was the bounden duty of her who 
was spoken to, to give ear, lest some might say she was of scornful 
mind, and her name for pride be better earned than that for good 
nature." 

" I see that more of my lessons than I had hoped are still in thy 
keeping. So thou listenest thus readily, Faitb, because it is meet 
that a maiden should not be scornful l''^ 
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'' Thou sayest so. Whatever ill name I may deserve, thoa liast 
no right to count scorn among my failings." 

"If I do may I '* Eben Dudley bit his lip, and checked 

an expression which would hare given grievous offence to one whose 
habits of decency were as severe as those of his companion. '* Thou 
must have heard much that was profitable to-dav, Faith Bing," he 
added, " considering that thy ear is so open, ana that thy opportu- 
nities have been great." 

" I know not what thou wouldst aay by speaking of my oppor- 
tunities/' returned tbe girl, bending stiUlower beneath the oojeot 
of her industry, in order to conceaTthe glow which her own qui(A: 
oonsoiousness told her was burning on her cheek. 

** I would say that the tale must oe long that needeth four several 
trials of private speech to finish." 

" Four ! as I hope to be believed for a girl of truth in speech or 
deed, this is but the third time that the stranger hath spoken to me 
apart since the sun hath risen." 

" if I know the number of the fingers of my hand, it is the 
fourth!" 

• " Nay, how canst thou, Eben Dudley, who hast been afield since 
the crowing of the cock, know what nath passed about the dwel- 
lings. It IS plain that envy, or some other evil passion, causeth 
thee to speak annily." 

"How is it that I know! ^haps thou thinkest, Faith, thy 
brother Reuben only hath the gifb of sight." 

" The labour must have ^one on with great profit to the captain, 
whilst eyes have been rovmg over other matters ! But perhaps 
they kept the strong of arm for the lookers-out, and have set them 
of rsebler bodies to the toil." 

" I have not been so careless of thy life as to forget, at passing 
moments, to oast an eye abroad, pert one. Whatever thou mayst 
think of the need, there would be fine wailings in the butteries and 
dairies, ^d the Wompanoags get into the clearing, and were there 
none to give the alarm in season." 

** Truly Eben thy terror of the child in the block must be grievous 
for one of thy manhood, else wouldst thou not watch the buildings 
so narrowly,'' retorted Faith, laughing ; for with the dexterity of 
her sex she began to feel the superiority she was gradually obtain- 
ing in the disconrse. " Thou dost not remember that we havo 
vfuiant troopers from old England to keep the younker Arom doing 
harm. But here cometh the Drave soldier himself: it will be well 
to ask vigilance at his hands, or this night may bring us to the toma- 
hawk in our sleep 1" 

"Thou speakest of the weapon of the'sava^s!" said the mes- 
senger, who had drawn near a^ain with a visible willingness to 
share in an interview which, while he had watched its progress at 
a distance, appeared to be growing interesting. " I trust ail fear is 
over from that quarter." 

" As you say for this quarter," said Eben, adjusting his lips to a 
low whistle, and coolly looking up to examine the heavenly body to 
which he meant aUusion. " But the ne^ quarter may bring us a 
pretty piece of Indian skirmishing." 
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''And what hath the moon in common with an inonnion of fhfi 
fiayagres ? Are there those among them who study the secrets of th9 
Btars?" 

" They study deviltries and other wickedness more than aught 
else. It is not easy for the mind of man to fancy horrors such as 
they design, when Providence has given them Boooess in an iii« 

" But thou didst si>eak of the moon ! In what manner is the 
moon leagued with their hloodv plots }** 

" We have her now in the full, and there is little of the night 
when the eye of a watcher might not see a led-skin in the clearing ; 
but a different tale may be heard when an hour or two of jet darK* 
ness shall again fall among these woods. There will be a change 
shortly; it oehoveth us therefore to be on our guard." 

" Thou thinkest then trulv, that there are outlyers waiting for 
the fitting moment/' said the officer, with an interest so marked 
as to cause even the but half pacified Faith to glance an arch look 
at her companion, though he still had reason to distrust a wilful 
expression that lurked m the comer of her eyes, which threatened 
at each moment to contradict his relation of the sinister omens. 

'* There may be savages lying in the hills at a day's journey in 
the forest, but they know the aim of a white man's musket too well 
to be sleeping within reach of its range. It is the nature of an 
Indian to eat and sleep while he has time for quiet, and to fast and 
murder when the killmg hour hath come." 

** And what call you the distance to the nearest settlement oa 
the Connecticut ?" demanded the other, with an air so studiously in- 
different as to furnish an easy due to the inner workings ox his 
znind. 

" Some twenty hours would bring a nimble runner to the outer 
habitations, granting small time for food and rest. He that is wise, 
however, will take but little of the latter, until his head be safely 
housed within some such building as yon block, or until there shall 
stand between him and the forest, at least a goodly row of oaken 
pickets." 

*' There is no path ridden by which travellers may avoid the 
forest during the darkness }*' 

" I know of none. He who quits Wish-Ton-Wish for the towns 
below, must make his pillow of the earth, or be fiEdn to ride as long 
as beast can carry." 

'* We have truly had experience of this necessity journeying 
hither. Thou tbinkest, friend, the savages are in their resting 
time, and that they wait the coming quarter of the moon i*' 

** To my seeming we shall not have them sooner," returned Eben 
Dudley, taking care to conceal all qualification of this opinion, if 
any such he entertained, by closely locking its purport in a mental 
reservation. 

" And what season is it usual to choose for getting into the saddle, 
when business calls any to the settlements below ? 

** We never fail to take our departare about the time the sun 
touches the tall pine which stands on yonder height of the moun* 
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taiiL. Macli experience hath told us it is the safest honr ; hand of 
time-piece is not more sure than yon tree." 

" I like the night/' said the other, looking ahout him with the 
air of one suddenly struck with the promising appearance of the 
weather. ** The hlackness no longer hangs about the forest, and it 
seems a fitting moment to push the matter on which we are sent 
nearer to its conclusion." 

So saying, and probably believing that he had sufficiently con- 
cealed the motive of his decision, the uneasy dragoon walked with 
an air of soldierly coolness towards the dwellings, signing at the 
same time to one of his companions, who was regarding him from a 
distance, to approach. 

" Now dost thou believe, witless Dudley, that the four fingers of 
thv clumsy hand have numbered the full amount of all that thou 
oallest my listenings !" said Faith, when she thought no other ear 
but his to whom she spoke, could catch her words, and at the same 
time laughing merrily beneath her heifer, though still speaking 
with a vexation she could not entirely repress. 

'* Have I spoken aught but truth ! It is not for such as I to give 
lessons in joumeyiufi^, to one who follows the honest trade of a man- 
hxmter. I have said that which all who dwell in these parts know 
to be reasonable." 

" Surely nought else. But truth is made so powerfU in thy hands, 
that it needs be taken like a bitter healing drauj^ht, with closed 
eyes and at many swallows. One who drinketh of it too freely may 
weil nigh be strsmgled. I marvel that he who is so vigilant in pro- 
Tiding for the cares of others, should take so little heed of those he 
is set to guard." 

** I know not thy meaning[. Faith. When was danger near the 
valley and my musket wanting ^" 

" !nie good piece is truer to duty than its master. Thou mayest 
have lawful ficenoe to sleep on thy post, for we maidens know 
nothing of the pleasure of the Captain in these matters, but it 
would DC as seemlvj if not as soldierly, to place the arms at the 
postern and thyself in the chambers, when next thou hast need of 
watching and sleeping in the same hour." 

Dudley looked as confused as one of his mould and imbending 
temperament might w^U be, though he stubbornly refused to imder 
stand the allusion of his ofiended companion. 

" Thou hast not discussed with the trooper from over sea in vain," 
he said, " since thou speakest so wiselj of watches and arms." 

'* TtvIj he hath much schooled me in the matter." 

** Umph ! and what may be the amount of his teaching V* 

** That he who sleepeth at a postern should neither talk too boldly 
of the enemy, nor expect maidens to put too much trust — -" 

"In what. Faith r 

" Thou surely knowest I mean in Ids watchfulness. My life on it, 
had one happened to pass at o later hour than common near the 
night post of that gentle-spoken soldier, he would not have been 
found, like a sentinel of this household in the second watch of the 
night that is gone, dreaming of the good things of the Madam's 
buttery." 
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"Diftfit truly come then, girl?" said Eben, dropping his voice 
and equally manifesting his satisfaction and his sname. " But 
thou know'st, Faith, that the labour had fallen behind in behalf of 
the scouting party, and that the toil of yesterday exceeded that of 
our usual biu^hens. Nevertheless, I keep the postern again to- 
night from eight to twelve, and *' 

" "Will make a goodly rest of it, I doubt not. No, lie who hath 
ighout the day, most need tire of the task as 
xe thee well, wakeful Dudley ; if thine eyes 
lorrow, be thankful that the maidens have not 
s to the palisadoes V 

le efforts of the young man to detain her, the 
ed his grasp, ana bearing her burden towards 
i along the path with a half-averted face, in 
repentance were already struggling for the 

m tne meantime, the leader of the messengers and his military 
subordinate had a long and interesting conference.^ When it was 
ended, the former took his way to the apartment in which Mark 
Heathcote was wont to pass those portions of his time that were not 
occupied in his secret strivings for the faith, or in exercise without, 
while superintending the labourers in the fields. "With some little 
circimilocution, which was intended to mask his real motives, the 
agent of the Eing announced his intention to take his final depar- 
ture that very night. 

"I felt it a duty, as one who has gained experience in arms by 
some j)ractice in the wars of Europe," he said, "to tarry in thy 
dwelling while danger threatened from the lurking savage. It 
would iil become soldiers to speak of their intentions, but had the 
alarm in truth sounded, thou wilt give faith, when I say, that the 
block-house would not have been lightly yielded ! I snail make 
report to them that sent me, tiiat in Captain Mark Heathcote, 
Charles hath a loyal subject, and the Constitution a firm supporter. 
The rumours, of a seeminaly mistaken description, which nave led 
ns hither, shall be contradicted, and doubtiess it will be found that 
some accident hath given rise to the deception. Should there be 
occasion to dwell on the particulars of the late alarm, I trust the 
readiness of my followers to do good service to one of the King's 
subjects will not be overlooked." 

"It is the striving of a humble spirit to speak nought evil of its 
fellows, and to conceal no pood," returned the reserved Puritan. 
" If thou hast found thy aboae in my dwelling to thy liking, thou art 
welcome; and if duty or pleasure caUeth thee to quit it, peace go 
with thee. It will be useful to unite with us in asking that thy 
passage through the wilderness may be unharmed; that He who 
watcheth over the meanest of His creatures should take thee in His 
especial keeping, and that the savage heathen " 

" Dost think the savage out of his villages ?" demanded the mes- 
senger, with an indecorous rapidity that cut short the enumeration 
of the particular blessings and dangers that his hosttiiought it meet 
to include in the leave-taking prayer. 

** Ihou surely hast not tamed with us to aid in the defencei an^ 
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yet feel it donbtfal that thy services might be useful !" observed 
Mark Heathcote, drily. 

" I would the Prince of Darkness had thee and all the other dia- 
bolicals of these woods in his own good gri^e !" muttered the messen- 
ger between his teeth ; and tiien, as if guided by a spirit that could 
not long be quelled, he assumed something more of his unbridled 
and natural air, boldly declining to join in the prayer, on the plea of 
haste, and the necessity of his looking in person to the movements 
of his followers. " But this need not prevent thee^ worthy Captain^ 
from pouring out an asking in our behalf, while we are in the 
saddle," he concluded; "for ourselves there remaineth much of 
thy previously bestowed pious aliment to be digested; though we 
doubt not, that should thy voice be raised in our behalf, while 
journeying along the first few leases of the forest, the tread of the 
Lacks would not be heavier, and, it is certainty, that we ourselves 
should be none the worse for the favour." 

Then casting a glance of iU-concealed levity at one of his fol- 
lowers, who had come to say that their steeds awaited, he made the 
parting salutation with an air, in which the respect that one like 
the Puritan could scarce fail to excite, struggled wiUi his habitual 
contempt for things of a serious character. 

The &mily of Mark Heathcote— the lowest dependent included—* 
BEW these strangers depart with great inward satisfaction. Even 
the maidens, in whom nature, in moments weaker than common, 
had awakened some of the licrhter yanities, were gladly rid of gal- 
lants who could not soothe their ears with the unction of flattery 
without frequently givincr ^at offence to their severe principles, 
by light and irreverent allusions to things on which thev tnemseives 
were accustomed to think with flitting awe. Eben Dudley could 
scarcely conceal the chuckle with wmch he saw the party bury 
themselves in the forest, though neither he nor any of the more in- 
structed in such matters believed they incurred serious risk from 
their sudden enterprise. 

The opinions of the scouts proved to be founded on accurate pre- 
mises. That and many a subsequent night passed without alarm. 
The season continued to advance, and the laoourers pursued their 
toil to its close, without another appeal to their courage, or any 
additional reasons for vigilance. Whittal Bm« followed his colts 
with impunity, among the recesses of the neighbouring forests, and 
tiie herds of the family went and came, as long as the weather would 
permit them to range the woods, in regularity and peace. The 
period of the alarm, and the visit of the agents of the crown, came to 
be food for tradition; and during the succeeding winter, the former 
often famished motive of merriment around the blazing flres that 
were so necessary to the country and the season. 

Still there existed in the family a living; memorial of the tmusual 
incidents of that night. The captive remained, long after the events 
which had placed him in the power of the Heathcotes were begin- 
ning to be £)rgotten. 

A desire to quicken the seeds of spiritual regeneration which, 
however dormant they might be, old Mark Heathcote believed to 
adst in 1^ whole family of msjXf aud consequently ia the young 
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lieathen as well as in others, had become a sort of ruling: passion 
in the Puritan. The fashions and mode of thinking: of the times had 
a strong leaning towards superstition, and it was far from, difficult 
for a man of his ascetic habits and exaggerated doctrines, to believe 
that a special interposition had cast the boy into his hands, for 
some hidden but mighty purpose, that time in the good season 
would not fail to reveal. 

Notwithstanding the strong colouring of fanaticism which tinged 
the characters of the reli^onists of those days, they were rarely 
wanting in wqrldlv discretion. The agents they saw fit to employ, 
in order to aid the more hidden purposes of Providence, were in 
common useful and rational. Thus, while Mark never forgot to 
summon the lad from his prison at the hour of prayer, or to include 
an especial asking in behalf of the ignorant heathen in general, and 
of this chosen youth in particular, he hesitated to believe that a mani- 
fest miracle would be exerted in his favour. That no blame might 
attach to the portion of duty that was confided to human means, he 
had recourse to the discreet agency of kindness and unremitted care. 
But all attempts to lure the lad into the habits of a civilized man 
were completely unsuccessful. As the severity of the weather in- 
creased, the compassionate and thoughtful Kuth endeavoured to 
induce him to adopt the garments that were foimd so necessary to 
the comfort of men, who were greatly his superiors in hardihood 
and in strength. Clothes, decorated in a fashion suited to the taste 
of an Indian, were considerately provided, and entreaties and 
threats were both freely ujsed with a view to make the captive wear 
them. On one occasion he was even forcibly clad by Eben Dudley, 
and being brought, in the unwonted guise, into the presence of old 
Mark, the latter offered up an especial petition that the youth 
might be made to feel the merits of this concession to the principles 
of a chastened and instructed man. But within an hour the stout 
woodsman, who had been made on the occasion so active an instru- 
ment of civilization, announced to the admiring Faith that the 
experiment was imsuccessful ; or as Eben somewhat irreverently 
described the extraordinary efibrt of the Puritan, " the heathen 
hath already resumed his skin leggings and painted waist-cloth, 
notwithstanding the Captain has strove to pin better garments on 
his back, by virtue of a prayer that might have clothed the naked- 
ness of a whole tribe." In short the result proved, in the case of 
this lad, as similar experiments have since proved in so many 
other instances, the dimculty of tempting one trained in the free- 
dom and ease of a savage, to consent to admit of the restraints of a 
state of being that is commonly thought to be so much superior. 
In every instance in which the youthful captive had liberty of 
choice, he disdainfully rejected the customs of the whites, adheriag 
with a singular, and almost heroic pertinacity to the usages of his 
people and his condition. 

The boy was not kept in his bondage without extraordinary care. 
Once, when trusted in the fields, he had openly attempted to es- 
cape, nor was the possession of his person recovered without putting 
the speed of Eben Dudley and Reuben King to a more severe trial, 
fts was confessed by the athletic young borderers themselves, than 
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any they had hitherto undergone. From that moment he was 
never permitted to pass the palisadoes. When duty oalled the 
labourers afield the captive was invariably secured in his prison* 
where, as some compensation for his confinement, he was supposed 
to enjoy the benefit of long and familiar communication with Mark 
Heathcote, who had the habit of passing many hours of each day, 
and, not unfrequently long portions of the night too, within the re-* 
tirement of the block-house. During the time only when the gates 
were closed, or when some one of strength and activity sufficient to 
control his movements was present, was the lad pennitted to stroll, 
at will, amonfi" the buildings of the border fortress. This liberty 
he never failed to exercise, and often in a manner that overcame 
the affectionate Ruth with apainfal excess of sensibULty. 

Instead of loininff in the play of the other children, the young 
captive woula staua aloof, and regard their sports with a vacant 
eye, or drawing near to the palisadoes, he often passed hours in 
gazing wistfully at those endless forests in which he first drew 
breath, and which probably contained all that was most prized in 
the estimation of his simple judgment. Ruth, touched to the heart 
by this silent but expressive exhibition of suffering, endeavoured 
in vain to win his conhdence, with a view of enticing him into em- 
ployments that miffht serve to relieve his care. The resolute^ but 
BtiH quiet boy would not be lured into a forgetfolness of his origin. 
He appeared to comprehend the kind intentions of his gentle mistress, 
and ii^uently he even suffered himself to be led by the mother into 
the centre of her own joyous and merry offspring, but it was only 
to look upon their amusements with ms former cold air, and to 
return, at the first opportunity, to Ms beloved site at the pickets. 
Still there were singular and even mysterious evidences of a grow- 
ing consciousness of the nature of the discourse, of which he was 
occasionally an auditor, that would have betrayed greater fami- 
liarity with the language and opinions of the inhabitants of the 
valley, than his known origin and his absolute withdrawal from 
communication could give reason to expect. This imi)ortant and 
inexplicable fact was proved by the frequent and meaning glances 
of his dark eye, when aught was uttered in his hearing that affected, 
ever so remotely, his own condition, and, once or twice, by the 
haughty gleamings of ferocity that escaped him when Eben Dudley 
was heard to vaunt the prowess of the white man in their en- 
counters with the original owners of the country. The Puritan did 
not fail to note these symptoms of a budding intelligence as the 
pledges of a fruit that would more than reward his pious toil, and 
they served to furnish a great relief to certain occasional repug- 
nance, which all his zeal could not entirely subdue, at being the 
instrument of causing so much suffering to one who, after aU, had 
inflicted no positive wrong on himself . 

At the period of which we are writing, the climate of these 
States differed materially from that which is now known to their 
inhabitants. A winter in the Province of Connecticut was attended 
by many successive falls of snow, until the earth was entirely 
covered with firmly-compressed masses of the frozen element. Oc- 
casional thaw9 and passing storms of rain, that were driven away 
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by a return of the cleax and cutting cold of tlie north-western 
gales, were wont at times to lay a covering on the ground that was 
congealed to the consistency of ice, until men, andnotunfreauently 
beasts, and sometimes sleigns, were seen moving on its surfaoe as 
on the bed of a frozen lake. During the extremity of a season like 
this, the hardy borderers, who could not toil in.their customary 
pursuits, were wont to raage the forest in quest of game, which, 
driven for food to known resorting places in the woods, then fell 
most easily aprey to the intelligence and skill of such men as Eben 
Dudley and Reuben King. 

The youths never left the dwellings on these hunts wiliiottt ex* 
citing the most touching interest in their movements on the part 
of the Indian boy. On all such occasions he would linger at the 
loops of his prison throughout the day, listening intently to the 
teports of the distant muskets as they resounded m the forest, and 
the only time, during a captivity of so many months, that he was 
ever seen to sxnile, was when he examined the mm look and mus« 
cular claws of a aead panther, that had fallen beneath the aim of 
Dudley, in one of these excursions to the mountains* The compas« 
sion 01 all the borderers was powerfully awakened in behalf of the 
patient and dignified young sufferer^ and gladly would they have 
given their captive the pleasure of joming in the chase, had not the 
task been one that was far horn easy of accompHshment. The 
former of the woodsmen just mentioned had even volunteered to 
lead him, like a hound in a leash ; but thb was a species of degrada- 
tion against which it was certain that a young Indian, ambitious 
of the character and jealous of the digmty of a warrior, would have 
openly rebelled. 

The quick interest of the observant Euth had, as it has been 
seen, early detected a growing intelligence in the boy. The means 
by which one who never mingled in the emplo^rments, and who 
rarely seemed to listen to the cualogues of the faxmly, could come to 
comprehend the meaning of a language that is found sufficiently 
difficult for a scholar, were, however, as much of a mystery to her 
as to all around her Still, by the aid of that instinctive tact which 
so often enlightens the mind of woman, was she certain of the fact. 
Profiting by this knowledge, she assumed the task of endeavouring 
to obtain an honorary ple&e from her protege, that, if permitted to 
join the hunters, he would return to the valley at the end of the 
day. But though the language of the woman Was gentle as her 
own kind nature, and her entreaties that he would give some evi- 
dence of having comnrehended her meaning:, were zealous and oft 
repeated, not the smallest symptom of inteUi^noe, on this occasion* 
could be extracted from her pupil. Disappomted, and not without 
sorrow, Euth had abandoned the compassionate design in despair, 
when, on a sudden, the old Puritaa, who had been a silent spec- 
tator of her fruitless efforts, announced his faith in the integrity of 
the lad, and his intention to permit him to make one of the very 
next party that should leave the habitations. 

The cause of this sudden change in the hitherto stem watchful- 
ness of Mark Heathcote was, like so many other of his impulses, a 
<<ecret in his own bosom. It has just been said that during the 
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time Ruth was engaged ia her kind and frnitless experiment to 
extract some evidence of intelligence from the hoy, the Puritan 
was a close and interested ohserver of her efforts. He appeared to 
sympathize in her disappointment ; hut the weal of those imcon- 
verted trihes who were to be led from the darkness of their ways hj 
the instrumentality of this youth, was far too important to admit 
the thought of rashly losing the vantage ground ne had crained, in 
the gradually expanoing intellect of the hoy, by running the hazard 
of an escape. To all appearance the intention of permitting him to 
quit the defences had, therefore, been entirely abandoned, when old 
Majk so suddenly announced a change of resolution. The conjee* 
tores on the causesi of this unlookd-for determination were ex- 
oeedinglv yaxious. Some believed that the Puritan had been 
favoured, with a mysterious intimation of the pleasure of Pro- 
vidence in the matter ; and others thought lliat, beginning to 
despair of success in his undertaking, he was willing to seek for a 
more visible manifestation of its purposes, by hazarding the expe- 
riment of trusting the boy to the direction of his own impulses. 
All appeared to be of opimon that if the lad returned the ciroum- 
stanoe might be set down to the intervention of a miracle. Still, 
with his resolution once taken, the pur^se of Mark Heathcote 
remained unchanged. He announoea this unexpected intention 
after one of his long and soHtary visits to the block-house, where it 
is possible he had held a powerral spiritual strife on the occasion ; 
and, as the weather was exceedingly favourable for such sm object, 
he commanded his dependents to prepare to make the sortie on the 
following morning. 

A sudden and uncontrollable gleam of delight flashed on the dark 
features of the captive when Kuth was about to place in his hands 
the bow of her own son ; and, by si^ns and words, she gave him to 
understand that he was to be permitted to use it in the free air of 
the forest. But the exhibition of pleasure disappeared as quickly 
as it had been betrayed. When the lad received the w;eapon8, it 
was rather with the manner of a hunter accustomed to their use than 
of one to whose hands they had so longr been strangers. As he left 
the gates of Wish-Ton-Wish, the handmaidens of B,uth clustered 
about him, in wondering interest, for it was strange to see a youth 
so long guarded witii jetdous care, again free and unwatched. Not- 
withstanding l^eir ordinary denendenoe on the secret Hghts and 
great wisdom of the Puritan, there was a very general impression 
that the lad, around whose presence there was so much that was 
mysterious and of interest to their own security, was now to be gazed 
upon for the last time. The boy himself was unmoved to the last. 
Still he paused, with his foot on the threshold of the dwelling, and 
appeared to regard Kuth and her youn^ ofOspring with momentary 
oonoem. Then, assuming the calm air of an Indian warrior, he 
suffered his eye to grow cold and vacant, following with a nimble 
step the huntersi who were already passing without the palisadoes. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

^ Well. I am jour theme : yon have the start of me : I am d^eeied ; I am 
not able to answer the welch flannel ; ignorance itself is a plummet oyer me t 
use me as you will." — Mtrry Wives qf Windsor, 

Poets, aided by the general longing of hnman nature, have given 
a rei)utatioii to the Si)ring that it rarely merits. ^ Though this 
imaginative class of writers have said so mnch of its balmy airs 
and odoriferous gales, we find it nearly everywhere the most re- 
luctant, churKsh, and fickle of the four seasons. It is the youth of 
the year, and like that probationary period of life, most fitted to 
afibrd the promise of better things. There is a constant struggle 
between reality and hope throughout the whole of this slow movmg 
and treacherous period, which has an unavoidable tendencj to de- 
ceive. All that IS said of its grateful productions is fallacious, for 
the earth is as little likely to yield a generous tribute without the 
quickening influence of the summer heats, as man is wont to brinsp 
forth commendable fruits without the agency of a higher mLoral 

S>wer than any he possesses in virtue of his innate propensities, 
n the other hand, the fall of the year possesses a sweetness, a re- 
pose, and a consistency, which may be justly likened to the decline 
of a well-spent life. It is, in all countries and in every climate, 
the period when physical and moral causes unite to furnish the 
richest sources of enjoyment. If the Spring is the time of hope, 
Autumn is the season of fruition. There is just enough of change 
to ^ve zest to the current of existence, while there is too little of 
vicissitude to be pregnant of disappointment. Succeeding to the 
nakedness of Winter, the Spring is natefol by comparison ; while 
the glories of Autumn are enjoyed alter the genial powers of Sum- 
mer nave been lavishly expended. 

In obedience to this great law of the earth, let poets sing and 
fancy as they may, the Spring and Autumn of America partake 
largely of the universally distinctive characters of the rival sea- 
sons. What l^ature has done on this continent has not been done 
niggardly, and while we may boast of a decline of the year that 
certainly rivals, and, with few exceptions, eclipses the glories of 
most of the climates of the old worW, the opening months rarely 
fail of eoualizing the gifts of Providence, by a very decided exhi- 
bition of all the disagreeable qualities for which they are re- 
markable. 

More than half a year had elapsed between the time when the 
Indian boy had been found lurking in the valley of the Heathootes 
and that day when he was first permitted to ^o into the forest, 
fettered by no other restraint than the moral tie which the owner 
of the valley either knew, or fancied, would not fail to cause him 
to return to a bondage he had found so irksome. It was April ; 
but it was April as the month was known a century ago in Con- 
necticut, and as it is even now so often found to disappoint all ex- 
pectations of that capricious season of the year. The weather had 
returned suddenly and violently to the rigour of winter. A thaw 
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had been succeeded by a stonn of snow and sleet, and tbe interlude 
of the spring-time of blossoms had terminated with a biting gale - 
from the north-west, which had apparently placed a permanent 
seal on the lin^erins: presence of a second February. 

On the morning mat Content led his followers into the forest, 
they issued from the postern clad in coats of skin. Their lower 
limbs were protected by the coarse leggings which they had worn 
in so many previous hunts during the past winter, if that miffhtbe 
called past which had returned, weakened but little of its Keen* 
ness, and bearing all the outward marks of January, When last 
seen, Eben Dudley, the heaviest of the band, was moving firmly on 
the crust of the snow, with a step as sure as if he had trodden on 
the frozen earth itself. More than one of the maidens declared* 
that though they had endeavoured to trace the footsteps of the 
hunters irom the palisadoes, it would have exceeded even the 
sagacity of an Indian eye to follow their trail along the icy path 
they travelled. 

Hour after hour passed, without bringing tidings from the chase. 
The reports of fire-arms had indeed been occasionally heard, ring-> 
ing among the arches of the woods, and broken echoes were, for 
some hours, rolling from one recess of the hills to another. But 
even these signs of the presence of the himters gradually receded 
with the advance of the day ; and long ere the sun had gained the 
meridian, and its warmth, at that advanced season not without 
power, was shed into the valley, the whole range of the adjoining 
forest lay in its ordinary dull and solemn silence. 

The incident of the himt, apart from the absence of the Indian 
boy, wa? one of too common occurrence to give birth to any parti- 
cular motives of excitement. Ruth quietly busied herself among 
her women, and when the recollection of those who were scouring 
the neighbouring forest came at all to her mind, it was coupled 
with the care with which she was providing to administer to their 
comforts, after the fatigue of a day of extraordinary personal 
efforts. This was a duty never Hghtly performed. Her situatioa 
was one eminently fitted to foster the best affections of women* 
since it admitted of few temptations to yield to other than the 
most natural feelings ; she was, in consequence, known on all 
occasions to exercise them with the devotedness of her sex. 

'* Thy father and his companions will look on our care with plea* 
sure,''' said the thoughtful matron to her youthful image, as she 
directed a more than usual provision of her larder to be got in 
readiness for the hunters; *'home is ever sweetest after tou and 
exposure." 

" I doubt if Mark be not ready to faint with so weary a march," 
said the child already introduced by the name of Martha; ** he is 
young to go into the woods with scouters tall as neat Dudley." 

** And the heathen," added the little Buth, "he is young too as 
Mark, though more used to the toil. It may be, mother, that he 
will never come to us more !" 

** That would grieve our venerable parent; for thou knowest, 
Buth, that he hath hopes of working on the mind of the boy, until 
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his savage natare shall yield to the secret power. But the snn is 
• falling behind the hill and the evening is coming in cool as winter ; 
^o to the. postern and look oat upon the fields. I would know if 
there be any signs of thy father and his party.'' 

Though Kuth gave this niandate to her daughter, she did not the 
less neglect to exercise her own faculties in the same grateful office. 
While the children went as they were ordered to the outer Rate, 
the matron herself ascended to the lower apartment of the block, 
and, from its different loops, she took a long and anxious survey of 
the limited prospect. The shadows of the trees that lined the 
western side of the view were already thrown far across the broad 
sheet of £rozen snow, and the sudden chill, which succeeded the dis- 
appearance of the sun, announced the rapid approach of a night 
that promised to support the severe character oi the XMist day. A 
freezing wind, which nad brought with it the cold airs of the great 
lakes, and which had even triumphed over the more natural 
influence of an April sun, had however fallen, leaving a tempera* 
ture not unlike that which dwells in the milder seasons of the year 
among the glaciers of the upper Alps. 

Kuu was too long accustomed to such forest scenes, and to sudi 
a '* lingering of winter in the lap of May," to fed on their account 
any additional xmeasiness. But the hour had now arrived when 
she had reason to look for the return of the hunters. With the ex- 
pectation of seeing their forms issuing from the forest, came the 
anxiety which is an unavoidable attenaant of disappointenent. The 
shadows continued to deepen in the valley, until the ^loom 
thickened to the darkness of night without biinging any tidings 
£rom those without. 

When a delay, which was unusual in the members of a family 
eircumstanced like that of the Wish-Ton- Wish, came to be coupled 
with various little observations that had beenniade during the day, 
it was thought that reasons for alarm were beginning at each in- 
stant to grow more plausible. Reports of firearms haa been heard 
at an early hour, from opposite points in the hills, and in a manner 
too distinct to be mistaken for echoes ; a certain proof that the dif- 
ferent members of the hunt had separated in the forest. Under 
such circumstances it was not difficult for the imagination of a wife 
and a mother, of a sister, or of her who secretly confessed a still 
more tender interest in some one of the hunters, to conjure to the 
imagination the numberless dangers to which those who were 
engaged in these expeditions were known to be exposed. 

** I doubt that the chase hath drawn them further from the valley 
than is fitting for the hour and the season," observed Ruth to her 
maidens, who had gathered in a group about her at a point that 
overlooked as much of the cleared land around the buildiiu:8as the 
darkness would allow ; ** the eravest man becomes thoughtless as 
the unreflecting child when led by the eagerness of the pursuit. It 
is the duty of older heads to think for those that want experience ; 
but into what indiscreet complaints are my fears leading \ It may 
be that my husband is even now striving to collect his party in 
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order to retam. Has any one heard his conch Bounding the 
recaU?" 

** The woods are still as the day the first echo of the axe was 
heard among the trees," returned Faith. *' I did hear that which 
sounded like a strain of brawling Bndley's songs, but it proved to 
be no more than the lowing of one of his own oxen. Percnance the 
animal misseth some of its master's care." 

" Whittal King hath looked to the beasts, and may it not be that 
he hath neglected to feed among others the creatures of Dudley } 
'Hij mind is given to levity, Faith, in the matter of this younjg 
man. It is not seemly that one of thy years and sex should mani- 
fest so great displeasure at the name of a youth who is of an honest 
nature, and of nonest habits too, though he may apnear ungainly 
to the eye, and hare so little favour with one of thv disposition." 

" I did not fashion the man," said Faith, biting her lip and tos8« 
ing her head ; *' nor is it aught to me whether he be gainly or not. 
As to my favour, when he asks it the man shall not wait long to 
know the answer. But is not yon figure the fellow lumself; 
Madam Heathcote ? here coming in from the eastern hiU, alon^ the 
orchard path. The form I mean is just here ; vou may see it at 
this moment, turning by the bend in the brook.' 

** There is one of a certainty, and it should be one of our hunting 
party, too ; and yet he doth not seem to be of a size, or of a gait like 
that of £ben Dudley. Thou shouldst have a knowledge of thy kin- 
dred, girl ; to me it seemeth ihj brother." 

" Truly, it may be Reuben Bing ; still it hath much of the swag- 
ger of the other, though their stature be nearly equal — ^the manner 
of carrying the musket is much the same with all the borderers, too 
—one cannot easilv tell the form of man from a stump, by this 
light — and yet do I think it wiQ prove to be the loitering Dudley." 

''Loiterer, or not, he is the first to return from this long and 
weary chase," said Ruth, breathing heavily, like one who resetted 
that the truth were so. "Go thou to the postern, and admit him« 
girl. I ordered bolts to be drawn, for I like not to leave a fortress 
aefended bv a female garrison, at this hour, with open gates. I wiU 
hie to the awellins:, and see to the comforts of those who are a-hun- 
gered, since it will not be long ere we shall have more of them at 
hand.'* 

Faith complied, with affected indifference and sufficient delay. 
By the time she had reached the place of admission, a form was 
seen ascending the acclivity, and taking the direction which led to 
the same spot. In the next minute, a rude effort to enter an- 
nounced an arrival without. 

"Gently, Master Dudley," said the wilful girl, who held the bolt 
with one hand, though she maliciously delayed to remove it. ** We 
know thou art powerful of arm, and yet the palis:idoes will scarcely 
fall at thy touch. Here are no Samsons to puh down the pillars 
en our heads. Perhap we may not be disposed lo give entrance to 
them who stay abroad, out of jdl season." 

"Open the postem, girl," said Eben Dudley; "after which, if 
F2 
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thou hast anght to say, we shall be better oonyeziienced for dis- 
course." 

"It may be that thy conversation is most agreeable when heard 
from without. Render an account of thy backslidings, throughout 
this day, Penitent Dudley, that I may take pity on thy weariness. 
But, lest hunger should have overcome thy memory, I may serve to 
help thee to the particulars. The first of thy offences was to con- 
sume more than thy portion of the cold meats ; the second was to 
suffer Reuben Ring to kill the deer, and for thee to claim it; and a 
third was the trick thou hast of listening so much to thme own 
voice, that even the beasts fled thee, from dislike of thy noise.'' 

"Thou triflest unseasonably, Faith; I would speak witii the 
Captain, without delay." 

" It mav be that he is better employed than to desire such com- 
pany. Thou art not the only strange animal by many, who hath 
roared at the gate of Wish-Ton- Wish," 

" Have any come within the day. Faith?" demanded the borderer, 
with the interest such an event would be likely to create in the 
mind of one who habitually lived in so ^eat retirement. 

"What sayest thou to a second visit from the gentle-spoken 
stranger; he who favoured us with so much gay discourse, the by- 
gone fall of the year. That would be a guest fit to receive ! I war- 
rant me his knock would not be heard a second time." 

"The gallant had better beware the moon !" exclaimed Dudley, 
striking the butt of his musket against the ice with so much force 
as to cause his companion to start, in alarm. " What fool's errand 
hath again brought him to prick his nag so deep into the forest r" 

"Nay, thy wit is ever like the unbroken colt, a head-strong run- 
away. I said not, in full meaning, tnat the man had come; I only 
invited thee to give an opinion, in the event that he should arrive 
unexpectedly, though I am far from certain that any here ever ex- 
pect to see his face again." 

" This is foolish prating," returned the youth, provoked at the 
exhibition of jealousy into which he had been incautiously betrayed. 
"I tell thee to withdraw the bolt, for I have great need to speak 
with the Captain, or with his son." 

" Thou mayst open thy mind to the first, if he will listen to what 
thou hast to say,' returned the girl, removing the impediment to 
his entrance, "but thou wilt sooner get the ear of the other by 
remaining at the gate, since he has not yet come in from the forest. * 

Dudley recoiled a pace, and rex)eated her words in the tone of one 
who admitted a feeling of alarm to mingle with his surprise. 

"Not in from the forest!" he said; "surely there axe none 
abroad, now that I am home !" 

" Whv dost say it ? I have put my jibes upon thee more in pav- 
ment of ancient transgressions than for any present offence. ' So 
far from being last thou art the first of the hunters we have yet 
seen. Go in to the Madam, without delay, and tell her of the dan- 
ger, if any there be, that we take speedy measures for our safety." 

"That would do little good, truly," muttered the borderer, like 
one musing. " St^vy thou here, and watch the postern, Faith ; I 
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will back to the woods ; for a timely word, or a signal blown from 
my conch might quicken their footsteps." 

•' What madness hath beset thee, l)udley ! Thou wouldst not 
go into the forest again, at this hour and alone, if there be reason 
for fear. Come farther within the gate, man, that I may draw the 
bolt ; the Madam will wonder that we tarry here so long.'[ 

" Ha ! — I hear feet moving in the meadow ; I know it by the 
creaking of the snow ; the others are not lagging.'* 

Notwithstanding the apparent certaintv of the young man, in- 
stead of going forth to meet his friends ne withdrew a step, and 
with his own nand drew the bolt that Faith had just desired mi^ht 
be fastened ; taking care at the same time to let fall a swingmg 
bar of wood, which ffave additional security to the fastenings of the 
postern. His apprehensions, if any such had induced this caution, 
were, howeyer, imnecessary, for ere he had time to make, .or even 
to renect on any farther movement, admission was demanded in 
the well-known voice of the son of him who owned the valley. 
The bustle of the arrival, for with Content entered a croup of 
companions loaded with venison, put an end to the dialogue. 
Faith seized the opportunity to glide away in the obscurity, in 
order to announce to ner mistress that the hunters had returned; 
an office that she performed without enterins: at all into the par- 
ticulars of her own interview with Eben Dudley. 

It is needless to dwell on the satisfaction with which Ruth 
received her husband and son, after the uneasiness she had lust 
suffered. Though the severe manners of the Province admitted, of 
no violent exhibition of passing emotions, secret joy was reigning 
in the mild eyes and glowmg about the flushed cheeks of the discreet 
matron, while she personally officiated in the offices of the evening 
meal. 

The party had returned teeming with no extraordinary incidents* 
nor did they appear to be disturbed with any of that seriousness of 
air, which nad so unequivocally characterized the deportment of 
him who had preceded them. On the contrary, each had his quiet 
tale to relate, now perhaps at the expense of a luckless companion, 
and sometimes in order that no part of his own individual skill, as 
a hunter, should be unknown. The delay was accounted for, as 
similar delays are commonly explained, by distance and the temp* 
tations of an unusuallv successful chase. As the appetites of those 
who had passed the day in the exciting toil were keen and the 
-viands tempting, the first half hour passed quickly, as all such half 
hours are wont to pass, in garrulous recitals of personal exploits, 
and of the hair-breadth escapes of deer, which had fortune not 
been fickle should have now been present as trophies of the skill of 
the hand by which they fell. It was only after personal vanity was 
fiufficientlj appeased, and when the hunger even of a border man 
could achieve no more, that the hunters began to look about them 
with a diminished excitement, and to discuss the events of the day 
with a fitting calmness, and with a discretion more suited to their 
ordinary self-command. 

** We lost the sound of thy conch, wandering Dudley, as we fell 
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into the deep hollow of the mountain/' said Content, in a pause of 
the discourse ; " since which time neither eye nor ear of any has 
had trace of thv movements, until we met thee at the postern, 
stationed like a looker-out on his watch." 

The individual addressed had mingled in none of the gaiety of 
the hour. While ottiers fed freely or joined in the quiet joke, 
which could escape the lips of even men chastened as his com- 
panions, Eben Dudley had tasted sparingly of the viands. Nor had 
the muscles of his hard countenance once relaxed in a smile. A 
gravity and silence so extraordinary, in one so little accustomed to 
exhibit either quality, did not fail to attract attention. It was iini- 
versallv ascribed to the circumstance that he had returned empty 
handed from the hunt, and now that one having authority had seen 
£t to give such a direction to the discourse, the imaginary delin- 
quent was not permitted to escape unscathed. 

" The butcher had little to do with this daVs killing," said one 
of the young men ; *' as a punishment for nis absence from the 
slaughter he should be made to go on the hill, and bring in th3 two 
bucks he will find hanging from a maple sapling near to the drink- 
ing spring. Our meat should pass through Ms hands in some 
fashion or other, else will it lack savour." 

" Ever since the death of the straggling wether the trade of Eben. 
hath been at a stand," added another; '*the downhearted youth 
seems like one ready to give up his calling to the first stranger that 
shall ask it" 

" Creatures which run at large prove better mutton than the 
stalled wether," continued a third ; '* and thereby custom was getting 
low before this hunt. Beyond a doubt, he has a fall supply for all 
who shall be likely to seek venison in his stall." 

Ruth observied that the countenance of her husband grew grave 
at these allusions to an event he had always seemed to wish for- 
gotten, and she interposed, with a view to lead the minds of those 
«rho listened, back to matter more fitting to be discussed. 

How is this ?" she exclaimed in haste ; " hath the stout Dudley 

^rfC any of his craft ? I have never counted with greater certainty 

on the riches of the table, than when he hath been sent among the 

hills for the fat deer or the tender turkey. It would much grieve 

sne to learn that he beginneth to lack the hunter's skill." 

" The man is getting melancholy with over-feeding," muttered 
the wilful tones of one busied among the vessels in a distant part of 
the room. ** He taketh his exercise alone, in order that none need 
discover the failing. I think he be much disposed to go over sea^ 
in. order to become a trooper." 

Until now the subject of these mirthful attacks had listened like 
one too confident of his established reputation to feel concern, but 
at the sound 6f the last spHeaker's voice, he grasped the bushy 
covering of one entire cheek in his hand, and turning a reproachful 
and irritated glance at the already half-repentant eye of Faith 
Bing, all his natural spirit returned. 

"It may be that my skill hath left me," he said, "and that 
I love to be alone, rath^ than to be troubled with the company of 
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some that miffht readily be named, no reference being had to such 
gallants as ride up and down the colony, nutting eyil opinions into 
the thoughts of honest men's daughters ; out why is Eoen Dudley 
to bear all the small shot of your numouTs, when there is another 
who, it might seem, hath strayed even further from your trail than 
he?" 

Eye sought eye, and each youth by hasty glances endeavoured to 
read the countenances of all the rest in company, in order to learlL 
who the absentee might be. The young borderers shook their heads, 
as the features of eyetj well-known face were recognised, ana 
a general exclamation oi denial was about to break from their lips, 
when Ruth exclaimed — 

" Truly the Indian is wanting !" 

So constant was the apprehension of danger from the savages in 
the breasts of those who dwelt on that exposed frontier, that everv 
man arose at the words by a sudden and common impulse, and each 
individual gazed about him in a surprise that was a little akin to 
dismay. 

*' The boy was with ns when we quitted the forest," said Con- 
tent, after a moment of death-like stillness. *' I spoke to him in 
commendation of his activity, and of the knowledge he had shown 
in beating up the secret places of the deer, though there is little 
reason to think my words were xmderstood." 

** And were it not sinful to take such solemn evidence in behalf 
of so light a matter, I could be qualified on the book itself, that he 
was at my elbow as we entered the orchard," added Reuben Rin^, 
a man renowned in that little community for the aoouraoy of his 
vision. 

" And I will make oath, or declaration of any sort^ lawful or con- 
scientious, that he came not within the postern, when it was opened 
by my own hand," returned Eben Dudley. " I told off the num- 
ber of the party, as you passed, and right sure am I that no red** 
skin entered." 

'* Canst thou tell ns aught of the lad?" demanded Rath, quick 
to take the alarm on a subject that bad so long exercised her care 
and given food to her imagination. 

" Nothing. With me he nath not been sinoe the torn of the day. I 
have not seen the hjoe of living man from that moment, unless in 
Iruth one of mysterious oharaoter whom I met in the forest may be 
80 called." 

The manner in which the woodsman spoke was too serious and 
too natural not to give birl^ in his auditors to some of his own 
gravity. Perhaps the ai>pearance of the Puritan, at that moment, 
aided in quieting the levity that had been upoermost in the minds 
of ihe young men, for it is certaii\, that when ne entered, a deeper 
and a general curiosity came over the countenances of all present. 
Content waited a moment in respectful silence, till his father had 
moved slowly through the circle, and then he prepared himself to 
look farther into an affair that began to assume the appearance oi 
matter worthy of investigation. 
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CHAPTERED. 

** Last night of all. 
When yon same star, that's westward from the pds^ 
^ Had made its course to illume that part of heaven 

Where now it boms, Harcellus, and myself, 
The bell then beating one — ** 
«« Peace, break thee off; look, where it comes again 1** 

HcmOa, 

It is our duty, as faithful historians of the events recorded in this 
homely legend, to conceal no circumstance which may throw the 
necessary degree of light on its incidents, nor any opinion that may 
serve for the hotter instruction of the reader in the characters of its 
actors. In order that this ohligation may he discharged with suf- 
ficient clearness and precision, it has now heoome necessary to 
make a short digression from the immediate action of the tale. 

Enough has heen already shown to prove that the Heathcotes 
lived at a time, and in a country, where very quaint and peculiar 
religious dogmas had the ascendancy. At a period when visible 
manifestations of the goodness of Providence, not only in spiritual 
but in temporal gifts, were confidently expected and openly pro- 
claimed, it is not at all surprising that more evil agencies should be 
thought to exercise their power in a manner that is somewhat op<* 
posed to the experience of our own age. As we have no wish, how- 
ever, to make these pages the medium of a theological or metaphysical 
controversy, we shall deal tenderly with certain imnortant events 
. that most of the writers who were contemporary with me facts, assert 
took j)lace in the colonies of I^ew England at and about the neriod 
of which we are now writing. It is sufficiently known that tne art 
of witchcraft, and one even still more diabolical and direct in its 
origin, were then believed to fiourish in that quarter of the world, 
to a degree that was probably in a very lust proportion to the 
neglect with which most of the other arts of life were treated. 

There is so much ^ve and respectable authority to prove the 
existence of these evil infiuences, that it requires a pen hardier than 
any we wield, to attack them without a suitable motive. ** Flashj 
people," says the learned and pious Cotton Mather, Doctor of Divi- 
nity and Fellow of the Eoyal Society, "may burlesque these things ; 
but when hundreds of the most sober people, in a country where 
they have as much mother wit, certainly, as the rest of mankind, 
know them to he true^ nothing but the absurd and froward spirit of 
fiadducism can question them." . Against this grave and credited 
authority we pretend to raise no question of scepticism. We sub- 
mit to the testimony of such a writer as conclusive, thouj^h as 
credulity is sometimes found to be bounded by geographical hmits, 
and to possess something of a national character, it maybe prudent 
to refer certain readers, who dwell in the other hemisphere, to the 
Common Law of England on this interesting subjecti as it is inge- 
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sionsly expounded by Eeeble, and approved by the twelve judges 
of that highly civilized and enlightened island. With this brief 
reference to so grave authorities, in support of what we have now 
to offer, we shall return to the matter or the narrative, fully trust- 
ing that its incidents will throw some additional light on a subject 
of so deep and so general concern. 

Content waited respectfully until his father had taken his seat, 
and then perceiving that the venerable Puritan had no immediate 
intention of moving personally in the affair, he commenced the 
examination of his dependent as follows ; opening the matter witii 
a seriousness that was abundantly warranted by the gravity of 
the subject itself. 

/* Thou hast spoken of one met in the forest," he said, *' proceed 
^th the purport of that interview, and tell us of what manner of 
man it was. 

Thus directly interrogated, Eben Dudley disposed himself to give 
a full and satisfactory answer. First casting a glance arouna; so 
as to embrace eveiy curious and eager countenance, and letting his 
look rest a little longer than common on a half-interested, half- 
incredulous, and a somewhat ironical dark eye, that was riveted on 
his own from a distant comer of the room, he commenced his state- 
ment as follows. 

** It is known to you aU" said the borderer, " that when we had 
grained the mountain-top, there was a division of our numbers, in 
such a fashion that each hunter should sweep his own range of the 
forest, in order that neither moose, deer, nor bear might have 
reasonable chance of escape. Being of large frame, and it may be 
of swifter foot than common, the young captain saw fit to com- 
mand Reuben Ein^ to flank one end of the line, and a man who is 
nothing short of him in either speed, or strength, to do the same 
duty on the other. There was nothing particularly worthy of men- 
tion that took place on the flank I held, for the flrst two hours, 
unless indeed the fact, that three several times did I fall upon a 
maze of weU-beoten deer-tracks, that as often led to nothing — " 

** These are signs common to the woods, and they are no more 
than so many proofs that the animal has its sports like any other 
playful creature, when not pressed by hunger or by doager," 
quietiy observed Content. 

**I pretend not to take those deceitful tracks much into the 
account," resumed Dudley ; "but shortly after losing the sound of 
the conchs, I roused a noble buck from his lair beneath a thicket of 
hemlocks, and, having the game in view, the chase led me wide-off 
towards the wilderness, it may have been the distance of two 
leagues." 

*' And in all that time had you no fitting moment to strike the 
beast?" 

"None whatever; nor, if opportunity had been riven, am I 
bold to say that hand of mine would have been haray enough to 
aim at its life." 

"Was there aught in the deer that a hunter should seek to 
fspareit?" 
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" There was that in the deer that might bring a christian man to 
mnch serious reflection." 

"Deal more openly with the nature and appearance of the 
animal," said Content, a little less tranqnil than usual ; while the 
youths and maidens placed themselyes in attitudes still more 
strongly denoting attention. 

Dudley pondered an instant, and then he commenced a less 
equivocal enumeration of what he oonceiyed to be the marvels of 
his tale. 

** Firstly," he said, " there was no trail, neither to nor from the 
spot where the creature had made its lair; secondly, when roused, 
it took not the alarm, but leaped sportingly ahead, taking sufficient 
care to be beyond the range of musket without ever becoming hid 
from the eye ; and lastly, its manner of disappearance was as worthy 
of mention as any other of its movements.' 

*' And in what manner didst thou lose the creature r" 

** I had gotten it upon the crest of a hillock, where true eye and 
steady hand might make sure of a buck of much smaller size, 
when— didst hear aught that might be accounted wonderful, at a 
season of the year when the snows are still lying on the earth ?" 

The auditors regarded one another curiously, each endeavouring 
to recal some unwonted sound which might sustain a narratLve, 
that was fAst obtaining the seducing interest of the marvellous. 

" Wast sure, C^ari^, that the howl we heard from the forest 
was the yell of the beaten hound?" demanded a handmaiden of 
Buth, of a blue-eyed companion who seemed equally well-disposed 
to contribute her share of evidence in support of any exciting 



"It might have been other," was the answer; "though the 
hunters do speak of their having beaten the pup for restiveness." 

" There was a tumult among the echoes that sounded like the 
noises which follow the uproar of a falling tree," said Euth, 
thoughtfullv. " I remember to have asked if it might not be that 
some fierce beast had caused a general dischaige of the musketry, 
but my father was of opinion that death had imdermined some 
heavy oak." 

" At what hour might this have happened?" 

" It was past the turn of the day ; for it was at the moment I 
bethought me of the hunger of those who had toiled siooe light in 
the hiUs." 

" That, then, was the sound I mean. It came not from falling 
tree, but was uttered in the air, fSar above all forests. Had it been 
heard by one better skilled in the secrets of nature " 

"He would say it thundered," interrupted Faith Einff, who, un- 
like most of the other listeners, manifested little of the quality 
which was expressed by her name, " Truly, Eben Dudley hath 
done marvels in this hunt ; he hath come in with a thunderbolt in 
his head, instead of a fat buck on his Moulders !" 

" Speak reverentlj, girl, of that thou dost not comprehend," said 
Mark Heathcote, with stem authority. "Marvels are manifested 
equally to the ignorant and to the learned ; and although vain* 
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minded pretenders to philosophy afiirm that the Trarrin^ of the 
elements is no more tiian nature working out its own puiiiication^ 
jet do we know, from all ancient authorities, that other manifesta- 
tions are therein exhibited. Satan may have * control over the 
magazines of the air ; he can let off the ordnance of heaven. ' That 
the ' prince of the powers of darkness hath as good a share in che- 
mistry as goes to the making of aumm folminans,' is asserted by 
one ot the wisest writers of our age." 

From this dedaration, and more particularly from the learning 
discovered in the Puritan's speech, there was no one so hardy^ as to 
dissent. Faith was glad to shrink back among the bevy ot awe- 
struck maidens, while Content, after a sufficientl;^ respectful pause, 
invited tlie woodsman, who was yet teeming with the most im- 
portant part of his cosmiunication, to proceed. 

** While my eye was searching for the. lightning, which should 
in reason have attended that thunder, had it been nttered in the 
manner of nature, the buck had vanished ; and when I rushed upon 
the hillock, in order to keep the game in view, a man mounting its 
opposite side came so suddenly upon me, that our muskets were at 
each other's breasts before either bad time for*Speech.'* 

*• What manner of man was he ?" 

"So far as human judgment might determine, he seemed a tra* 
velier, who was endeavouring to push tlirough the wilderness, from 
the towns below to the distant settlemente of the Bay Province ; 
but I account it exceeding wonderful that Ihe trail of a leapinj^ 
buck should have brought us together in so unwonted a manner I* 

** And didst thou see aught of the deer after that encounter ?" 

" In the first hurry of lie surprise, it did certainly appear as if 
an animal were boundinc^ along the wood into a distant thicket; 
but it is known how readily one may be led by seeming probabi- 
lities into a false conclusion, and so I account that glimpse as delu- 
sion. ISo doubt the animal, having done that which it was com- 
missioned to perform, did then and l^ere disappear, in the manner 
I have named." 

*' It might have been thus. And the stranger, had yon discourse 
wiUi him before parting^" 

" We tarried together a short hour. He related much marvellous 
matter of the experiences of the people near the sea. According to 
the tostimony of the stranger, the powers of darkness have been 
manifested in the provinces in a hideous &shion. Numberless of 
the believers have oeen persecuted by the invisibles, and greatly 
have tiiey endured suffering, both in soxd and body." 

'* Of all this have I witnessed surprising instances in my dav," 
said Mark Heathcote, breaking the awful stiUness that succeeded 
the annunciation of so heavy a visitotion on the peace of the colony, 
with his deep-t(med and imposing voioe. " Did ne with whom you 
conferred enter into the particulars of the trials?" 

*' He spoke also of certoin other signs that are thought to 
foretel the coming of trouble. When 1 named the weary chase 
that I had made, and the sound which came from the air, ne said* 
that these would be aoooonted trifles in tiie towns of the Bay, where 
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the thunder and its lightnings had done much evil work the past 
season, Satan having especially shown his spite by causing them to 
do injury to the houses of the Lord." 

** There has long been reason to think that the pilgrimage of the 
righteous into these wilds will be visited by some fierce opposition 
of those envious natures, which fostering evil themselves, cannot 
brook to look upon the toiling of such as strive to keep the narrow 
path. We will now resort to the only weapon it is permitted us to 
wield in this controversv, but which, when handled with diligence 
and zeal, never fails to lead to victory." 

80 saying, without waiting to hear more of the tale of Eben 
Dudley, old Mark Heathcote arose, and assuming the upright atti- 
tude usual among the people of his sect, he addressed himself to 
prayer. The grave and awe-struck but deeply confiding congrega- 
tion imitated his example, and the lips of tne Puritan iiad parted 
in the act of utterance, when a low, faltering note, like that pro- 
duced bv a wind instrument, rose on the outir air, and penetrated 
to the place where the family was assembled. A conch was sus- 
pended at the postern, in readiness to be used by any of the family 
whom accident or occupation should detain beyond the usual hour 
of closing the gates, and both by the direction and nature of this 
interruption, it would seem that an applicant for admission stood 
at the portal. The effect on the auditors was general and instan- 
taneous. Notwithstanding the recent dialogue, the young men in- 
voluntarily souffht their arms, while the startled females huddled 
together like a nock of trembling and timid deer. 

" There is, of a certainty, a signal from witliout !" Content at 
length observed, after waiting to suffer the sounds to die awav 
among the angles of the buildings. "Some hunter, who hatn 
Btraved from his path, claimeth hospitality." 

Eben Dudley shook his head like one who dissented, but, having 
with all the other youths gasped his musket, he stood as undeter- 
mined as the rest concerning tne course it was proper to pursue. It 
is uncertain how long this indecision might have continued, had 
no further summons been given; but he without appeared too im- 
patient of delay to suffer much time to be lost. The conch sounded 
agaiir, and with far better success than before. The blast was 
lonsrer, louder, and bolder than that which had first pierced the 
walls of the dwelling, rising full and rich on the air, as though 
one weU practised in the use of the instrument had placed lips to 
the shell. 

Content would scarcely have presumed to disobey a mandate 
coming from his father, had it been little in conformity with his 
own intentions. But second thoughts had already shown him the 
necessity of decision, and he was in the act of motioning to Dudley 
and Reuben King to follow, when the Puritan bade him look to the 
matter. Making a sign for the rest of the family to remain where 
they were, and arming himself with a musket which had more than 
once that day been proved to be of certain aim, he led the way to 
the postern which has already been so often mentioned. 

" Who sounds at my gate ;" demanded Content, when he and his 
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followers had grained a position under coyer of a low earthen mound 
erected expressly for the purpose of commandin^f the entrance; 
'* who summons a peaceful family, at this hour of the night, to their 
onter defences ?" 

" One who hath need of what he asketh, or he would not disturb 
thy quiet," was the answer. "Open the postern. Master Heath- 
cote, without fear; it is a brother in the hith, and a subject of the 
same laws, that asketh the boon." 

'* Here is truly a Christian man without,'' said Content, hurry^ 
ingto the postern; which, without a moment's delay, he threw 
freely open, saying as he did so, " enter of Heaven's mercy, and be 
welcome to that we have to bestow." 

A tall and, by his tread, a heavy man, wrapped in a riding cloak, 
bowed to the greeting, and immediately passed beneath the low 
lintel. Every eye was keenly fastened on the strang;er, who, after 
ascendins: the acclivity a short distance, paused, while the young 
men, under their master's orders, carefully and scrupidously re- 
newed the fastenings of the gate. When bolts and bars had done 
their office. Content joined his guest, and after making another 
fruitless ejSbrt, by the feeble light which fell from the stars, to scan 
his person, he said, in his own meek and quiet manner — 

"Thou must have fijeat need of warmth and nourishment. The 
distance from this valley to the nearest habitation is wearisome, 
and one who hath journeyed it, in a season like this, may well be 
nigh fainting. Follow, and deal with that wc have to bestow as 
freely as if it were thine own." 

Although the stransper manifested none of that impatience which 
the heir of the Wish- Ion- Wish appeared to think one so situated 
might in all reason feel, thus invited he did not hesitate to comply. 
As he followed in the footsteps of his host, his tread, however, was 
leisurely and dignilied, and once or twice, when the other half de- 
layed in order to make some passing observation of courtesy, he 
betrayed no indiscreet anxiety to enter on those personal indul- 
gences which might in reality prove so grateful to one who had 
journeyed far in an inclement season, and along a road where 
neither dwelling nor security invited repose. 

** Here is warmth and a peaceful welcome," pursued Content, 
ushering his guest into the centre of a group of fearfully anxious 
faces. '* In a littie time other matters shall be added to thy com- 
fort." 

When the stranger found himself under the glare of a powerful 
light, and confronted to so many curious and wondering eyes, for a 
single instant he hesitated. Then stepping calmly forwaro, he cast 
the short riding cloak, which had closely muffled his features from 
his shoulders, and discovered the severe eye, the stem lineaments, 
and the athletic form of him, who had once before been known to 
enter the doors of Wish-ton- Wish with littie warning, and to have 
quitted them so mysteriously. 

The Puritan had arisen, with quiet and grave courtesy, to re- 
ceive his visitor, but obvious, powerfid, and extraordinary interest 
gleamed about his usually subdued visage, when, as the features of 
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the other were exposed to ^iew, he reoognised tiie person of the 
man who advano^ to meet him. 

" Mark Heathoote," said the stranger, " my Tisit is to thee. It 
may, or it may not, prove longer than the last, as then shalt receive 
my tidines. Affairs of the last moment demand that there should 
he little delay in hearing that which I have to offer." 

l^otwithstfuiding the excess and nature of the surprise, which the 
veteran Mark had certainly betrayed, it endured just long enough 
to allow those wondering eyes, which were eagerly devouring all 
that passed, to note its existence. Then the subdued and charac- 
teristic manner, which in general marked his air, instantly returned, 
and with a quiet gesture, like that which Mends use in moments 
of confidence and security, he beckoned to the oth^ to follow to an 
inner room. The stranger complied, making a slight bow of reco- 
gnition to Ruth, as he passed ner on the way to the apartment 
ehosen for an interview that was evidently intoaded to be private. 



CHAPTER X. 

** Mar, Shall I strike at it wiih mypsrtimi? 
J9br. Do, if it wiU not stand. 
Mar, 'Tisheret 
Sor, T'lB here I 
Mar, *Ti8 gone r 

SdadeL 

Tub time that this unexpected visitor stood uncloaked, aod ex- 
posed to recognition, before the eyes of the curious g^roup in the 
outer room, did not much exceed a minute. Still it was long 
enough to allow men who rarely overlooked the smallest peculiarity 
of dress or air, to note some of the more distinguishing accom- 
paniments of his attire. The heavy horseman's pistols, once before 
exhibited, were in his girdle, and young Mark ffot a glimpse of a 
silver-handled dagger whioh had pleased his eye before that night. 
But the passage of nis grandfather and the stranger from the room 
prevented the boy from determining whether it was entirely of the 
same fashion as that, which, rather as a memorial of by-gone 
scenes than for any service that it might now be expected to per- 
form, hung above the bed of the former. 

*' The man hath not yet x>arted with his arms!*' exclaimed the 
quick-sighted youth, when he found that every other tongne 
continued silent. *'I would he may now leave them with mj 
grand'ther, that I may chase the skulking Wompanoag to his 
hiding *' 

"Hot-headed boy! Thy tongue is too much given to levity," 
said Ruth, who had not only resumed her seat, but the light 
employment that had^ been interrupted by the blast at the gate, 
with a calmness of mien that did not fail in some degree to re- 
assure her maidens. " Instead of cherishing the lessons of i>Bace 
that are taught thee, thy unruly thoughts are ever beut on strife." 
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- " Is ihere harm in wishing to be armed with a weapon suited to 
my years, that I may do service in beating down the power of onr 
enemies ; and perhaps aid something, too, in affording security to 
my mother?" 

"Thy mother hath no fears," returned the matron, gravelv, 
while grateful affection prompted a kind but furtive glance towards 
the high-spirited though sometimes froward lad. ** Eeason hath 
already taught me the folly of alarm, because one has knocked at 
our gate in the night season. Lay aside your arms, men ; jou see 
that my husband no longer clings to the musket. Be certain that 
his eye will give us warning, when there shall be danger at 
hand.^' 

The unconcern of her husband was even more strikingly true, 
than the simple language of his wife would appear to convey. 
€ontent had not only laid aside his weapon, but he had resumed 
his seat near the fire, with an air as calm, as assured, and it mi^ht 
have seemed to one watchfully observant, as understanding as her 
own. Until now, the stout Dudley had remained leaning on his 
piece, immovable and apparently unconscious as a statue. But 
following the injunctions of one he was accustomed to obey, he 
placed the musket against the wall, with the care of a hunter, and 
then running a hand through his shaggy locks, as though the 
action might quicken ideas that were never remarkably active, he 
bluntly exclaimed — 

'* An armed hand is well in these forests, but an armed heel is 
not less wanting, to him who would push a roadster from the Con- 
necticut to the Wish-Ton- Wish, between a rising and a setting 
sun ! The stranger no longer journeys in the saddle, as is plain by 
the sign that his boot beareth no spur. When he worried by dint 
of hard pricking, the miserable nack that proved food for the 
wolves, through the forest, he had better appomtments. I saw the 
bones of the animal no later than this day. Thev have been 
polished by fowls and frost, till the driven snow of the mountains 
IS not whiter!" 

Meaning and uneasy, but hasty glances of the eye were ex- 
changed between Content and Ruth, as £ben Dudley thus uttered 
the thoughts which had been suggested by the unexpected return 
of the stranger. 

" Go you to the look-out at the western palisadoes," said the 
latter ; ** and see if perchance the Indian may not be lurking near 
the dwellings, ashamed of his delay, and perchance fearful of calling 
us to his adboiission. I cannot think that the child means to desert 
us with po sign of kindness, and without leavje-taking." 

**I will not take upon me to say how much or how little of 
ceremony the youngster may fancy to be due to the master of the 
valley and his kin, but if not gone already, the snow will not melt 
more quietly in the tiiaw, than the lad will one day disappear. 
•%uben Bing, thou hast an eye for light or darkness ; come forth 
with me that no sign escape us. Should thy sister, Faith, make 
«ne of our party, it would not be easy for the red-skin to pass the 
-clearing without a hail." 
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*'Go to," hnmedly answered the female; " it ia more womanly 
that I tarry to see to the wants of him who hath journeyed far ana 
hard, since the rising of the sun. If the hoy pass thy yig:ilance» 
wakeful Dudley, he will have little cause to fear that of others." 

Though Faith so decidedly declined to make one of the party, 
her brother complied without reluctance. The young men were 
about to quit the place together ; when the latch, on which the 
hand of Dudley was already laid, rose quietly without aid from his 
linger, the door opened, and the object of their intended search 
glided past them, and took his customary position in one of the 
more retired comers of the room. There was so much of the 
ordinary, noiseless manner of the youne captive in this entrance, 
that for a moment they who witnessed the passage of his dark form 
across the apartment, were led to think the movement no more than 
the visit he was always i>ermitted to make at that hour. But recol- 
lection soon came, and with it^not only the suspicious circumstence 
of his disappearance, but the inexplicable manner of his admission 
within the «ites. 

*' The pickets must be looked to !" ezdaimed Dudley, the instant 
a second look assured him that his eyes in truth beheld him who 
had been missing. *' The place that a stripling can scale, might 
well admit a host." 

"Truly," said Content, ''this needeth explanation. Hath not 
the boy entered when the gate was opened for the stranger. — Here 
Cometh one that may speak to the fact !" 

" It is so," said the individual named, who re-entered from the 
inner room in season to hear the nature of the remark. " I found 
this native child near thy gate, and took upon me the office of a 
Christian man to bid him welcome. Certain am I, that one, kind 
of heart and gently disposed, like the mistress of this family, will 
not turn him away in anger." 

"He is no stranger at our. fire, or at our board," said Ruth; 
** had it been otherwise, thou wouldst have done well." 

Eben Dudley looked incredulous. His mind had been powerfully 
exercised that day with visions of the marvellous, and, of a cer- 
tainty, there was some reason to distrust the manner in which the 
re-appearance of the youth had been made. 

" It will be well to look to the fastenings," he muttered, '/ lest 
others, less easy to dispose of, should follow. Now that invisible 
agencies are at work in the colony, one may not sleep too soundly!" 

" Then go thou to the look-out, and keen the watch till the clock 
shall strike the hour of midnight;" said the Puritan, who uttered 
the command in a manner to show that he was in truth moved by 
considerations far deeper than the vague apprehensions of his 
dependent. " Ere sleep overcome thee, another shall be ready for 
the relief." 

Mark Heathcote seldom spoke but respectful silence permitted 
the lowest of his syllables to be audible. On the present occasion, 
when his voice was first heard such a stillness came over all in 
presence, that he finished the sentence amid the nearly imper- 
ceptible breathings of the listeners. In this momentary but death- 
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like quiet there arose a blast from the conch at the grate that might 
jiave seemed an echo of that which had so lately startled the already 
excited inmates of the dwelling. At the repetition of sounds so 
imwonted all sprang to their feet, but no one spoke. Content cast 
a hurried and inquiring glance at his father, who in his turn had 
anxiously sought the eye of the stranarer. The latter stood firm 
and unmoved. One hand was clenched upon the back of the chair 
from which he had arisen, and the other grasped, perhaps un- 
consciously, the handle of one of those weapons which had attracted 
the attention of young Mark, and whicn still continued thrust 
through the broad leathern belt that girded his doublet. 

" The sound is like that which one httle used to deal with earthly 
instruments might raise," muttered one of those whose mind hid 
been prepared, by the narrative of Dudley, to believe in anything 
marvellous. 

" Come from what Quarter it may, it is a summons that must be 
answered," returned Content. ** Dudley, thy musket: this visit is 
so unwonted, that more than one hand should do the office of 
porter." 

The borderer instantly complied, muttering between his teeth, 
as he shook the priming deeper into the barrel of his piece, " Your 
over-sea gallants are quick on the trail to-night !" Then throwing 
the musket into the hollow of his arm, he"cast a look of discontent 
and resentment towards Faith Ring, and was about to open the 
door for the passage of Content, when another blast arose on the 
silence without. The second touch of the shell was firmer, longer, 
louder, and more true than that by which it had just been preceded. 

" One might fancy the conch was speaking in mockery," observed 
Content, looking with meaning towards their guest. " Never did 
sound more resemble soimd than these we have just heard, and 
those thou drew from the shell when asking admission." 

A sudden light appeared to break in upon the intelligence of 
the stranger. Advancing more into the circle, rather with the 
freedom of long familiarity than with the diffidence of a newly 
arrived guest, he motioned for silence as he said — 

" Let none move but this stout woodsman, the young captain 
and mj^self. ' We will go forth, and doubt not that the safety of 
those within shall be regarded." 

Notwithstanding the singularity of this proposal, as it appeared 
to excite neither surprise nor opposition in the Puritan or his son, 
the rest of the family offered no objection. The stranger had no 
sooner spoken, than he advanced near to the torch, and looked 
closely into the condition of his pistols. Then turning to old Mark, 
he continued in an under tone — 

" Peradventure there wiU be more worldly strife than any which 
can flow from the agencies that stir up the unquiet spirits of the 
colonies. In such an extremity, it may he well to observe a soldier's 
caution." 

" I like not this mockery of sound," returned the Puritan ; ** it 
augureth a taunting and fiend-like temper. We have, of late, had 
in this colony tragical instances of what the disappointed malice of 

Q 
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Azazel can attempt, and it would be vain to hope that the evil 
agencies are not vexed with the sight of my Bethel." 

Though the stranger listened to the words of his host with 
respect, it was plain that his thoughts dwelt on dangers of a 
different character. The member that still rested on the handle of 
his weapon was clenched >vith greater firmness, and a grim though 
a melancholy expression was seated about a mouth that was com- 
pressed in a manner to denote the physical rather than the spiritual 
resolution of the man. He made a sign to the two companions he 
had chosen, and led the way to the court. 

By this time the shades of niffht had materially thickened, and, 
although the hour was still early, a darkness had come over the 
valley that rendered it difficult to distinguish objects at any distance 
from the eye. The obscurity made it necessary that they who now 
issued from the door of the dwelling should advance with caution, 
lest, ere properly admonished of its presence, their persons should 
be exposed to some lurking danger. When the three, however, 
were safely established behind the thick curtain of plank and earth 
that covered and commanded the entrance, and where their persons, 
from the shoulders downward, were completely protectea alike 
from shot and arrow, Content demanded to know who applied at his 
^ates for admission at an hour when they were habitually closed 
lor the night. Instead of receiving, as before, a ready answer, the 
silence was so profound, that his own words were very distinctly 
heard repeated, as was not uncommon at that quiet hour, among 
the recesses of the neighbouring woods. 

" Come it from devil, or come it from man, here is treachery!" 
whispered the stranger, after a fitting jxause. ** Artifice must be 
met by artifice ; but tiiou art much abler to advise against the wiles 
of the forest than one trained, as I have been, in me less cunning 
deceptions of Christian warfare." 

"What thinVst, Dudley?" asked Content. "Will it be well 
to sally, or shall we wait another signal from the conch ?" 

" Much dependeth on the quality of the guests expected," re- 
turned he 01 whom counsel was asked. " As for the braggart 
gallants that are oyer valiant among the maidens, and heavy of 
heart when they think the screech of the jay an Indian whoop, I 
care not if ye beat fhe pickets to the earth, and call upon them to 
enter on the ffaUop. I Know the manner to send them to the upper 
story of the block, Quicker than the cluck of the turkey can muster 
its young; but ' 

" Tis well to be discreet in language in a moment of such serious 
uncertainty !" interrupted the stranger. ** We look for no gallants 
of the kind." 

" Then will I give you a conceit that shall know the reason of the 
music of yon conch. Go ye two back into the house, making much 
conversation by the way, in order that any without may hear. 
When ye have entered, it shall be my task to find such a post nigh 
the gate that none shall knock again and no porter be at hand to 
question them in the matter of their errand." 

" This aoundeth better," said Content; " and that it may be done 
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with all safety, some others of the youngs men, who are acoustomed 
to this species of artifice, shall issue by the secret door and lie in 
wait behind the dwellings, in order that support shall not be want- 
ing in case of violence. Whatever else thou aost, Dudl'^v, r*»m':'iuber 
that thou dost not undo the fastenings of the postern." 

** Look to the support," returned the woodsman : " should it be 
keen-eyed Reuben lung, I shall feel none the less certain that good 
aid is at my back. The whole of that family are auick of wit and 
ready of invention, unless it may be the wight wno hath got the 
form without the reason of a man." 

** Thou shalt have Reuben, and none other of his kin," said 
Content. " Be well advised of the fiELsteninffs, and so I wish thee 
all fitting success, in a deception that cannot oe sinful, since it aims 
only at our safety." 

With this injunction. Content and the stranger left Dudley to the 
practice of his own devices — ^the former observing the precaution to 
speak aloud while returning, in order that any listeners without 
mi^ht be led to supnose the whole party had retired &om the search, 
satisfied of its fruitlessness. " 

In the meantime, the youth left nigh the postern set about the 
accomplishment of the task he had undertaken in sober earnest. 
Instead of descending in a direct line to the palisadoes, he also 
ascended, and made a circuit among the out-buildings on the 
margin of the acclivity. Then bending so low as to blend his form 
with objects on the snow, he gained an angle of the palisadoes at a 
I>oint remote from the spot he intended to watch, and, as he hoped, 
aided by the darkness oi the hour and the shadows of the hill, com- 
pletely protected from observation. When beneath the palisadoes, 
the sentmel crouched to the earth, creeping with extreme caution 
along the timber which united their lower ends, imtil he found 
himself arrived at a species of sentrv-box, that was erected for the 
very purpose to which he now intended it should be applied. Once 
within the cover of this little recess, the sturdy woodsman bestowed 
his large frame with as much attention to comfort and security as 
the circumstances would permit. Here he prepared to pass many 
weary minutes before there should be further need of his services. 

The reader will find no ctifficulty in believing that one of opinions 
like those of the borderer did not enter on his silent watch without 
much mistrust of the character of the guests that he mieht be called 
upon to receive. Enough has been shown to prove mot the sus- 
picion uppermost in his mind was, that the unwelcome agents of 
the government had returned on the heels of the stranger. But 
notwithstanding the seeming probability of this opinion, there were 
secret misgivings of the earthly origin of the two last windings of 
the shell. AU the legends, and all the most credited evidence ia 
cases of prestigious agency, as it had been exhibited in tiie colonies 
of New £ng£id; went to show the malignant pleasure the evil 
spirits found in indulging their wicked mockeries, or in otherwise 
tormenting those who placed their support on a faith that was be- 
lieved to 1^ so repugnant to their own ungrateful and abandoned 
natoies. Under the impressions naturally excited by the communis 
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cation lie had held with the traveller in the mountains, Ehen 
Dudley found his mind equally divided between the expectation of 
seeing, at each moment, one of the men whom he had induced to 
quit the valley so imceremoniously, returning to obtain, surrep- 
titiously, admission within the gate, or of being made an unwilling 
witness of some wicked manifestation of that power which was 
temporarily committed to the invisibles. In both of these expecta- 
tions, however, he was fated to be disappointed. Notwitiistfiiiding 
the strong spiritual bias of the opinions of the credulous sentinel, 
there was too much of the dross of temporal things in his composi- 
tion, to elevate him altogether above the weakness of humanity. A 
mind so encumbered be^n to weary with its own contemplations, 
and, as it grew feeble with its extraordinary efforts, the dominion 
of matter gradually resumed its sway. Thought, instead of being 
clear and active, as the emergency would have seemed to require, 
began to grow misty. Once or twice the borderer half arose, and 
appeared to look about him with observation, and then, as his large 
frame fell heavily back into its former semi-recumbent attitude, he 
grew tranquil and stationary. This movement was several times 
repeated, at intervals of increasine: length, till, at the end of an 
hour, forgetting alike the hunt, the troopers, and the mysterious 
agents of evil, the young man yielded to the fatigue of the day. The 
tall oaks of the adjoining forest stood not more immoveable in the 
quiet of the tranquil hour, liian his frame now leaned against the 
side of its narrow nabitation. 

How much time was thus lost in inactivity, Eben Dudley could 
never precisely tell. He always stoutly maintained it could not 
have been lone, since his watch was not disturbed by the smallest 
of those sounds from the woods which sometimes occur in deep 
night, and which may be termed the breathing of the forest in its 
slumbers. His first distinct recollection was that of feeling a hand 
grasped with the power of a giant. Springing to his feet, the young 
man eagerly stretched forth an arm, saying as he did so, in words 
sufficiently confused: — 

** If the buck hath fallen by a shot in the head, I grant him to be 
thine, Reuben Ring; but if struck in limb or body, I claim the 
venison for a surer hand." 

" Truly a very just division of the spoil," returned one in an 
under tone, and speaking as if sounds too loud might be dangerous. 
" Thou givest the head of the deer for a target to Reuben Ring, and 
keepest the rest of the creature to thine own uses." 

•* Who hath sent thee, at this hour, to the postern ? Dost not 
know that there are thought to be strangers outlying in the fields?" 

** I know that there are some, who are not strangers, in-ljring on 
their watch !" said Faith Ring. " What shame would come upon 
thee, Dudley, did the Captain, and they who have been so strongly 
exercised in prayer within, but suspect how little care thou hast 
had of their safety, the while." 

" Have they come to harm? If the Captain hath held them to 
spiritual movements, I hope he will allow that nothing earthly hath 
passed this postern to disturb the exercise. As I hope to be dealt 
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honestly by, in all matters of cliaraeter, I have not ones quitted the 
gate since the watch was set." 

" Else wonldst thou he the most famous sleep-walker in the Con- 
necticut colony! Why, drowsy one, conch cannot raise a louder 
blast than that thou soundest, when eyes are fairly shut in sleep. 
This may be watching, according to thy meaning of the word; but 
infant in its cradle is not half so ignorant of tiiat which passeth 
around it, as thou hast been." 

" I think, Faith Ring, that thou hast gotten to be much given to 
backbiting and evil saving against friends, since the visit of the 
gallants from over sea. ' 

" Out upon the gallants from over sea, and thee too, man ! I am 
not a girl to be flouted with bold speech from one who doth not 
know whether he be sleeping or waking. I tell thee, thy good name 
would be lost in the faniily, did it come to the ears of the captain, 
and more particularly to the knowledge of that soldier stranger, up 
in the dwelling, of whom even the madam maketh so great cere- 
mony, that thou hast been watching with a tuneful nose, an open 
mouth, and a sealed eye." 

** If any but thee hadst said this slander of me, girl, it would go 
nigh to raise hot speech between us I Thy brother Reuben Ring 
knows better than to stir my temper by such falsity of accusa- 
tion." 

"Thou dealest so generously by him, that he is prone to forget 
thy misdeeds. Truly he hath the head of the buck, while thou 
oontentest thyself with the offals and all the less worthy parts ! Go. 
to, Dudley : thou wast in a heavy dream when I caused thee to 
awake." 

" A pretty time have we fallen upon, when petticoats are used 
instead of beards and strong armed men, to go the rounds of the 
sentinels, and to say who sleepeth and who is watchful ! What 
bath brought thee so far from the exercises and so nigh the gates. 
Mistress Faith, now that there is no over-sea gallant to soothe thy 
earsi with lying speech and light declarations?" 

" If speech not to be credited is that I seek," returned the girl, 
•* truly the errand hath not been without its reward. What brought 
me hither, sooth ! why, the madam hath need of articles from the 
outer buttery — and — ay — and my ears led me to the postern. Thou 
knowest, musical Dudley, that I have had occasion to hearken to 
thy watchful notes before this night. But my time is too useful to 
be wasted in idleness; thou art now awake, and may thank her» 
who hath done thee a good turn with no wish to boast of it, that ono 
of a black beard is not the laughing-stock of all the youths in the 
family. If thou keepest thine own counsel, the Captain may yet 
praise thee for a vigilant sentinel; though Heaven forgive him the 
wrong he will do the truth!" 

** Perhaps a little anger at unjust suspicions may have prompted 
more than the matter needed. Faith, when I taxed thee with the 
love of backbiting, and I do now recal that word. Though I ^all 
ever deny that aught more than some wandering recollection con- 
oerning the hunt of this day, hath come over my thoughts, and 
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perhaps made me even forgetful that it was needfnl to be silent at 
the postern ; and therefore, on the truth of a chnstiaiL man, I do 
forgive thee, the — " 

But Faith was already out of sight and out of hearing. Dudley 
himself, who began to have certain prickings of conscience con- 
cerning the ingratitude he had manifested to one who had taken so 
much interest in his reputation, now bethought him seriously of 
that which remained to oe done. He had much reason to suspect, 
that there was less of the night before him than he had at first 
believed, and he became in consequence more sensible of the neces- 
sity of making some report of the events of his watch. Accordingly 
he cast a scrutinizing glance around, in order to make sure ^at the 
facts should not con&adict his testimony, and then, first examining 
the fastenings of the i)ostem, he mounted the hill, and presented 
himseK before the fanuly. The members of the latter, having in 
truth passed most of the long interval of his absence in spiritual 
exercises, and in religious conversation, were not so sensible of his 
delay in reporting, as they mi^ht otherwise have been. 

" What tidings dost thou brm^ us from without?" said Content, 
80 soon as the self-relieved sentmel appeared; "hast seen any, or 
hast heard that which is suspicious?" 

Ere Dudley would answer, his eye did not fail to study the half- 
malicious expression of the countenance of her who was busy in 
some domestic toil, directly opposite to the place where he stood. 
But reading there no more than a glance of playful though 
smothered irony, he was encouraged to proceed in his report. 

**The watch has been quiet," was the answer; "and tiiereis 
little cause to keep the sleepers loujBrer from their beds. Some 
vigilant eyes, like those of Reuben Eing and my own, had better 
be open until the morning; further than that, is there no reason 
for being wakeful." 

Perhaps the borderer would have dwelt more at large on his own 
readiness to pass the remainder of the hours of rest, in attending to 
the security of those who slept, had not another wicked glance m>m 
the dark, laughing eye of her who stood so favourably placed to 
observe his countenance, admonished him of the prudence of being 
modest in his professions. 

"This alarm hath then happily passed away," said the Puritan, 
arising. * ' We will now go to our pillows in thankfulness and peace. 
Thy service shall not be forgotten, Dudley; for thou hast exposed 
thyself to seeming danger, at least, in our behalf." 

"That hath he!" half whispered Faith; "and sure am I, that 
we maidens will not forget his readiness to lose the sweets of sleep, 
in order that the feeble may not come to harm." 

" Speak not of the trifle ; ' hurriedly returned the other; " there 
has been some deception in the sounds, for it is now my opinion, 
except to summon us to the gate, that this stranger might enter — 
the couch hath not been touched at all to-night." 

" Then is it a deception which is repeated !" exclaimed Content, 
^<dng from his chair as a faint and broken blast from the shell, like 
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that which had first annonnoed their yisitor, again straggled among 
the buildings, until it reached every ear in the dwelling. 

*' Here is warning as mysterious as it may prove portentous!" 
said old Mark Heathcote, when the surprise, not to say oonstema- 
tion of the moment, had subsided. "Hast seen nothing that 
might justify this?" 

£ben Dudley, like most of the auditors, was too much confounded 
to reply. All seemed to attend anxiously for the second and more 
powerful blast, which was to complete the imitation of the stranger's 
summons. It was not necessarv to wait long, for in a time as near 
as might be, to that which had intervened between the two first 
peals of the horn, followed another and in a note so true, again, as 
to give it the semblance of an echo. 



CHAPTER XI. 

«* I will watch to night ; 
Perchance t ii?ill walk again.** 

BaaOa. 

**May not this be a warning given in mercy?" the Puritan, at 
all times disposed to yield credit to supematum manifestations of 
the care of Providence, demanded with a solemnity that did not 
f^ to produce its impression on most of his auditors. " The his- 
tory of our colonies is full of the evidences of these meroiful inter* 
positions." 

" We will thus consider it," returned the stranger, to whom the 
question seemed more particularly addressed. '* Tne first measure 
shall be to seek out the danger to which it points. Let the youth 
they call Dudley give me the aid of his powerful frame, and manly 
courage ; then trust the discovery of the meaning of these frequent 
fipeakmgs of the oonch, to me." 

"Surely, Submission, thou wilt not again be the first to go 
forth !" exclaimed Mark, in a surprise that was equally manifested 
by Content and Ruth, the latter of whom pressed her little image 
to her side as though the bare proposal presented a powerful picture 
of supernatural danger. " 'Twill be well to think maturely on the 
step, ere thou runnest the hazard of such an adventure." 

"Better it should be I," said Content, "who am accustomed to 
forest signs, and all the usual testimonials of the presence of those 
who may wish us harm." 

* * No,' said he, who for the first time had been called "Submission," 
a name that savoured of the religious enthusiasm of the times, and 
which might have been adopted as an oi>en avowal of his readiness 
to bow beneath some peculiar dispensation of Providence. " This 
service shall be mine. Thou art both husband and father ; and 
many are there who look to thjr safety as to their rock of earthly 
support and comfort, while neither kindred, nor — but we will not 
speak of things foreign to our purpose ! Thou knowest, Mark 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



S8 THE HEA.THCOTES; OB, 

Hcathcotc, that peril and I are no strangers. There is little need 
to bid me be prudent. Come, bold woodsman, shoulder thy musket 
and be ready to do credit to thy manhood, should there te reason 
to prove it.' 

•* And why not Reuben Ring?" said a hurried female voice, that 
all knew to proceed from the lips of the sister of the youth iust 
named: "he is quick of eye, and ready of hand, in trials like 
these ; would it not be well to succour thy party with such aid r" 

" Peace, girl," meekly observed liuth. ** This matter is already 
in the ordering of one used to command ; there needeth no counsel 
from thy short experience." 

Faith shrunk oack abashed, the flush which had mantled over 
her brown cheek deeping to a tint like that of blood. 

Submission (we use the appellation in the absence of all others) 
fastened a searching glance, for a single- moment, on the counte- 
nance of the girl, and then, as if his attention had not been di- 
verted from the principal subject in hand, he rejoined, coolly — 

" We go as scouters and observers of that which may hereafter 
call for the ready assistance of this youth ; but numbers would ex- 
pose us to observation without adding to our usefulness — ^and yet," 
ne added, arresting: his footstep, which was already turned towards 
the door, and looking earnestly and long at the Indian boy, "per- 
haps there standeth one who might much enlighten us, woula he 
hut speak !" 

This remark drew every eye on the person of the captive. The 
lad stood the scrutiny with the undismayed and immoveable com- 
posure of his race. But though his eye met the looks of those 
around him haughtily and in pride, it was not gleaming with any 
of that stem defaance, which had so often been known to glitter in 
his glances, when he had reason to think that his fortunes, or his 
person, was the subject of the peoidiar observation of those with 
whom he dwelt. On the contrary, the expression of his dark visage 
was that rather of amity than of hatred, and there was a moment 
when the look he cast upon Ruth and her offspring was visibly 
touched with a feeling of concern, A glance charged with such a 
meaning could not escape the quick-sighted vigilance of a mother. 

" The child hath proved himself worthy to be trusted," she said; 
** and in the name of Him who looketh into and knoweth all hearts, 
let him once more go forth." 

Her lips became sealed, for again the conch announced the seem- 
ing impatience of those without to be admitted. The full tones of 
the shell thrilled on the nerves of the listeners, as though they 
proclaimed the coming of some great and fearful judgment. 

In the midst of these often-repeated and mysterious sounds, 
Submission alone seemed calm and immoved. Turning his look 
from the countenance of the boy, whose head had dropped upon 
his breast as the lost notes of the conch rang among the ouildings, 
he motioned hurriedly to Ihidley to follow, and left the place. 

There was, in good truth, that in the secluded situation of the 
valley, the darkness of the hour, and the nature of the several in- 
terruptions, which might readily awaken deep concern in the 
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breasts of men as firm even as those who now issued into the open 
air in quest of the solution of douhts that were becoming in- 
tensely painful. The stranger, or Submission, as we may in 
future have frequent occasion to call him, led the way in silence to 
a point of the eminence, without the buildings, where the eye 
mi^ht overlook the palisadoes that hedged the sides of the acclivity, 
and command a view beyond of all that the dusky and imperfect 
light would reveal. 

It was a scene that required familiarity with a border life to be 
looked on, at any moment, with indifference. The broad, nearly 
interminable, and seemingly trackless forest lay about them, bound- 
ing the view to the narrow limits of the valley, as thoujrh it were 
some straitened oasis amidst an ocean of wilderness, ^yithin the 
boundaries of the cleared land, objects were less indistinct ; though 
even those nearest and most known were now seen only in the con- 
£ised and gloomy outlines of night. ' 

Across this dim prospect, Submission and his companion gazed 
long and cautiously. 

** There is nought but motionless stumps, and fences loaded with 
snow," said the former, when his eye had roamed over the whole 
circuit of the view which lay on the side of the valley where they 
Btood. " We must go forth, that we look nearer to the fields." 

*' Thither, then, is the postern," said Dudley, observing that the 
other took a direction opposite to that which led to the gate. But 
a gesture of authority induced him at the next instant to restrain 
his voice, and to follow whither his companion ohose to lead the 
way. 

The stranger made a circuit of half the hill ere he descended to 
the palisadoes, at a point where lay long and massive piles of wood, 
which had been collected for the fuel of the family. This spot was 
one that overlooked the steepest acclivity of the eminence, which 
was in itself, just there, so difficult of ascent, as to render the pro- 
vision of the pickets far less necessary than in its more even faces. 
StiU no useful precaution for the security of the family had been 
neglected, even at this strong point of the works. Tne niles of 
wood were laid at such a distance from the pickets as to anord no 
facilities for scaling them, while, on the other hand, they formed 
platforms and breast- works, that mi^ht have greatly added to the 
safety of those who should be required to defend this portion of 
the fortress. Taking his way directly amid the parallel piles, the 
stranger descended rapidly through the whole of their mazes, until 
^e had reached the open space between the outer of the rows and 
the palisadoes,a space that was warily left too wide to be passed by 
the leap of man. 

** 'Tis many a day since foot of mine has been in this spot," said 
£ben Dudley, feelmg his way alon^ a palli that his companion 
threaded* witliout any apparent hesitation. "My own hand laid 
this outer pile, some winters since, and certain am I that, from 
that hour to this, man hath not touched a billet of the wood ; and 
yet, for one who hath come from over sea, it would appear that 
thou hast no great difficulty in making way among tne narrow 
lanes!" 
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"He that hath sigrht may well choose between air and beeehen 
lof^," retnmed the other, stopping at the palisadoes and in a place 
that was concealed from any prying eyes within the works, by 
triple and auadraple barriers of wood. Feeling in his girdle, he 
then drew forth something which Dudley was not long in dis* 
covering to be a kev. While the latter, aided by the little light 
that fell from the heavens, was endeavouring to make the most of 
his eyes. Submission applied the instrument to a lock that was art- 
fully sunk in one of the timbers, at the height of a man's breast 
from the ground, and giving a couple of vigorous turns, a piece of 
the i>aliBaao, some half a fathom long, yielded on a powerful hinge 
below, and falling, made an opening sufficiently large for the pas- 
sage of a human body. 

** Here is sally-port ready provided for our sortie," the stranger 
coolly observed, motioning to the other to precede liim. When 
Pudley had passed, his companion followed* and the opening was 
then carefully closed and locked. 

"Now is all fast again, and we are in the fields without raising 
alarm to an;^ of mortal birth, at least," continued the guide, thrust- 
ing a hand into the folds of his doublet, as if to feel for a weapon, 
and preparing to descend the difficult declivity which still lay be- 
tween him and the base of the hill. Eben Dudley hesitated to 
follow. The interview with the traveller in the mountains oc- 
curred to his heated imagination, and the visions of a prestigious 
agency revived with all their original force. The whole manner 
and the mysterious character of his companion waa little likely to 
reassure a mind disturbed with such images. 

** There is a rumour going in the colony," mattered the borderer, 
*'that the invisibles are permitted for a time to work their evil, 
and it may well happen that some of their ungodly members shall 
journey to the Wish-Ton- Wish, in lack of better employment" 

" Thou sayest truly," replied the stranger ; " but the power that 
allows of their wicked torments may have seen fit to provide an 
agent of its own, to defeat their subtleties. We will now draw 
nearer to the gate, in order that an eye n^ay be kept on their ma- 
licious designs." 

Submission spoke with gravitv, and not without a certain man- 
ner of solemnity. Dudley yielded, though with a divided and 
a disturbed mind, to his suggestion. Still he followed in the foot- 
steps of the stranger, with a caution that mij^ht well have eluded 
the vigilance of any agency short of that which drew its means of 
information from sources deeper than any of human power. 

When the two watchers had found a secret and suitable place, 
not far from the postern, they disposed themselves in silence to 
await the result. The outbuildings lay in deep quiet, not a sound 
of any sort arising from all of the many tenants they were known 
to contain. The lines of ragged fences; the blackened stumps, 
capped with little pyramids of snow ; the taller and sometimes 
suspiciously looking stubs ; an insulated tree, and, finally, the 
broad border of forest, were alike motionless, gloomy, and clothed 
in the doubtful forms of night Still the space around the well- 
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eeonred and trebly-barred postern was vacant. A sheet of spotless 
ffliow served as aback ground, that wonld have been sure to betray 
tiie pesence of any object passing: over its surface. Even the 
conch might be seen sospenaed from one of the timbers, as mute 
and inoffensive as the hour when it had been washed by the waves 
on the sands of the sea-shore. 

" Here will we watch for the coining of the stranger, be he com- 
missioned by the powers of air, or be he one sent on an errand of 
earth ;" whispered Submission, preparing his arms for immediate 
use, and disposing of his person, at the same time, in a manner 
most convenient to endure the weariness of a patient watch. 

** I would my mind were at ease on the question of right-doin^ 
in dealing harm to one who disturbs the quiet of a border family, 
said Dudley, in a tone sufficiently repressed for caution ; ** it may 
be found prudent to strike the m*st olow, should one like an over- 
sea gallant, after all, be inclined to trouble us at this hour." 

*' in that strait thou wilt do well to give little heed to the order 
of the offences," gloomily returned the other. " Should another 
messenger of England appear — " 

He paused, for a note of the oonch was heard rising gradually on 
the air, until the whole of the wide valley was filled with its rich 
and melancholy sound. 

" Lip of man is not at the shell !" exclaimed the stranger, who, 
like Dudley, had made a forward movement towards the postern, 
the instant the blast reached his ear, and who, like Dudley, re- 
coiled, in an amazement that even his practised self-command 
could not conceal, as he undeniably perceived the truth of that his 
speech affirmed. '* This exceedeth all former instances of marvel- 
lous visitations !" 

** It is vain to pretend to raise the feeble nature of man to the 
level of things coming from the invisible world;" returned the 
woodsman at his side. ** In such a strait it is seemly that sinful 
men should withdraw to the dwellings, where we may sustain our 
feebleness by the spiritual strivings of the Captain." 

To this oiscreet proposal the stranger raised no objection. 
Without taking the time necessary to effect their retreat with the 
precaution that had been observed in their advance, the two adven- 
turers Guickly found themselves at the secret entrance, through 
which tney had so lately issued. 

'* Enter," said the stranger, lowering the piece of the palisado 
for the passage of his companion. '* Enter of a heaven's sake I 
for it is truly meet that we assemble all our spiritual succour." 

Dudley was in the act of complying, when a dark line, accom- 
panied by a low rushing sound, cut the air between his head and 
that of his companion. At the next instant a fiint-headed arrow 
quivered in the timber. 

" The heathen !" shouted the borderer, recovering all his man- 
hood as the familiar danger became apparent, and throwing back a 
stream of fire in the direction from which the treacherous missile 
had come. *' To the palisadoes, men ! ike bloody heathen is upon 
ns!" 
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"The heathen!" echoed the stranger, in a deep, steady, com- 
manding voice, that had evidently 'often raised the warning in 
scenes of even greater emergency, and levelling a pistol, which 
hrought a dark form that was gliding across the snow to one knee. 
" The heathen ! the hloody heathen is upon us !" 

As if hoth assailants and assailed paused, one moment of pro- 
found stillness succeeded this fierce interruption of the quiet of the 
niffht. Then the cries of the two adventiiers were answered by 
a Durst of yells from, a wide circle, that nearlv environed the hill. 
At the same moment each dark object in the fields gave up a human 
form. The shouts were followed by a cloud of arrows, that ren- 
dered farther delay without the cover of the palisadoes eminently 
hazardous. Dudley entered ; but the passage of the stranger would 
have been cut off by a leaping, whoopmg band that pressed fiercely 
on his rear, had not a broad sheet of flame, glancing from the hill 
directly in their swarthy and grim countenances, diiven the assail- 
ants back upon their own foolsteps. In auother moment, the bolts 
of the lock were passed, and the two fugitiyes were in safety behind 
the ponderous piles of wood. 



CHAPTER Xn 

** There need no ghost, my lord, come flom the grare, 
ToteUuaihis." 

Eamlet, 

Although the minds of most, if not of all, the inmates of the 
"Wish-Ton-Wish had been so powerfully exercised that night with 
a belief that the powers of the invisible world were about to be let 
loose upon them, the danger had now presented itself in a shape too 
palpable to admit of further doubt. The cry of "the heathen ' had 
been raised from every lip ; even the daughter and ellve of Ruth 
repeated it, as they fied wailing through the buildings ; and, ibr a 
moment, terror and surprise appeared to involve the assailed 
in inextricable confusion. But the promptitude of the young men 
in rushing to the rescue, with the steadiness of Content, soon re- 
stored order. Even the females assumed, at least the semblance of 
composure, the family having been too long trained to meet the 
exigencies of such an emergency to be thrown entirely off its guard 
for more than the iirst and the most appalling moments of the 
alarm. 

The effect of the sudden repidse was such as all experience had 
taught the colonists to expect, in their Indian warfare. The up- 
zoar of the onset ceased as abruptly as it had commenced, and a 
calmness so tranquil and a stiUness so profound succeeded, that 
one who had for the first time witnessed such a scene might readily 
have fancied it the effects of some wild and fearful illusion. 

During these moments of general and deep silence, the two ad- 
venturers, whose retreat had probably hastened the assault by 
offering the temptation of an easy passage within the works, lelt 
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the cover of the piles of wood, and ascended the hill to the place 
where Dudley knew Content was to be posted, in the event of a 
summons to the defences. 

" Unless much inouiij hath deceived me in the nature of the 
heathen's craftiness,* said the stranger, " we shall have breathing- 
time ere the onset be renewed. The experience of a soldier bids 
me say, that prudence now urges ns to look into the number and 
position of our foes, that we may order our resistance with better 
understanding of their force." 

** In what manner of way may this be done ! Thou seest nought 
about us but the quiet and the darkness of night. Speak of the 
number of our enemies, we cannot, and sally forth, we may not, 
without certain destruction to all who quit the pqlisadoes." 

" Thou forgettest that we have a hostage in the boy ; he may be 
turned to some advantage, if our power over his person be used 
with discretion." 

" I doubt that we deceive ourselves with a hope that is vain," 
returned Content, leading the way as he spoke, however, towards 
the court which communicated with the i^rincipal dwelling ; " I 
have closely studied the eye of that lad since his u^accountable 
entrance within the works, and little do I £nd there that should 
teach us to expect confidence. It will be happy if some secret un- 
derstanding with those without has not aided him in passing the 
palisadoes, and that he prove not a dangerous spy on our force and 
movements." 

** In regard to that he hath entered the dwelling without sound 
of conch or aid of postern, be not disturbed," returned the stranger 
with composure. " Were it fitting, this mystery might be of easy 
explanation ; but it majr truly need all our sagacity to discover 
whether he hath connexion with our foes ! The mind of a native 
does not give up its secrets like the surface of a vanity-feeding 
mirror." 

The stranger spoke like a man who wrapped a portion of his 
thoughts in reserve, and his companion listened as one who compre- 
hended more than it might be seemly or discreet to betray. With 
this secret, and yet equivocal understanding of each other's meaning, 
they entered the dwelling, and soon found themselves in the pre- 
sence of those they sought. 

The constant danger of their situation had compelled the family 
to bring themselves within the habits of a methodical and severely 
regulated order of defence. Duties were assigned, in the event of 
alarm, to the feeblest bodies and the faintest hearts; and during 
the moments which preceded the visit of her husband, Ruth had 
been endeavouring to commit, to her female subordinates, the 
several necessary charges that usa^e, and more particularly the 
emergency of the hour, appeared so imperiously to require. 

" Hasten, Charity, to the block," she said, " and look into the con- 
dition of the buckets and the ladders, that should the heathen drive 
us to its shelter, provision of water and means of retreat be not 
wanting in our extremity; and hie thee. Faith, into the upper 
apartments, to see that no lights may direct their murderous aim at 
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any in the oliambers. Thoughts come tardily, when the arrow or 
the hullet hath abready taken its flight ! And now, that the flrst 
assault is over, Mark, and we may nope to meet the wiles of the 
enemy by some prudence of our own, thou mayst go forth to thy 
father. It would have been temj^ting Providence too rashly, hadst 
thou rushed, unbidden and uninlormed, into the first hurry of the 
danger. Come hither, child, and receive the blessing and prayers 
of thy mother ; after which thou shalt, with better trust in Provi- 
dence, place thy young person among the combatants, in the hope 
of victory. Remember that thou art now of an age to do justice to 
thy name and origin, and yet art thou of years too tender, to be fore- 
most in speech, and far less in action, on such anight as this." 

A momentary flush, that only served to render the succeeding 
paleness more oovious, passed across the brow of the mother. She 
stooped and imprinted a kiss on the forehead of the impatient boy, 
who scarcely waited to receive this act of tenderness ere he hurried 
to place himself in the ranks of her defenders. 

" And now," said Ruth, slowly turning her eye from the door by 
which the lad had disappeared, and speakinff with a sort of unna- 
tural composure, "and now will we look to the safety of those who 
can be of but little service, except as sentinels to sound the alarm. 
"When thou art certain. Faith, that no neglected Hght is in. the 
rooms above, take the children to the secret chamber ; thence, they 
may look upon the fields, without danger from any chance direction 
of the savages' aim. Thou knowest, Ruth, my frequent teaching in 
this matter; let no sounds of alarm nor frightful whoopings of the 
])eople without cause thee to quit the spot; since thou wilt there be 
safer even than in the block, against which many missiles will 
doubtless be driven, on account of its seeming air of strength. 
Timely notice shall be given of the change, should we seek its 
security. Thou wilt descend, only, shouldst thou see enemies 
scaling the palisadoes on the side which overhangs the stream, since 
"there have we the fewest eyes to watch their movements. Remem- 
ber, that on the side of the outbuildings and of the fields, our force 
is chiefly posted; there can be less reason, therefore, that thou 
shouldst expose thy life by endeavouring to look too curioiLsly into 
that which passeth in the fields. Go, my children, and a Heavenly 
Providence prove your guardian !" 

Ruth stooped to kiss the cheek that her daughter offered to the 
salute. The embrace was then given to the other child, who was in 
truth scarcely less near her heart, being the orphan daughter of one 
who had been as a sister in her affections. But, unlike the kiss she 
had impressed on the forehead of Mark, the present embraces were 
hasty, and evidently awakened less intense emotion. She had com- 
mitted the boy to a known and positive danger ; but, under the sem- 
blance of some usefulness, she sent the others to a place believed to 
be even less exposed, so lon^ as the enemy could he kept without 
the works, than the citadel itself. StiU a feeling of deep and ma- 
ternal tenderness came over her mind, as her daughter retired, and 
yielding to its sudden impulse, she recalled the gin to her side. 

'* Ihou wilt repeat the prayer for especial protection against the 
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dangers of the wilderness/* she solemnly continued. " In thy ask- 
ing, fail not to remember him to whom thou owest being, and who 
now exposcth life, that we may be safe Thou knowest the Chris- 
tian's Rock — place thy faith on its foundation." 

**And they who seek to kill us," demanded the well-instpuotcd 
child ; " are they too of the number of those for whom He died? " 

''It may not oe doubted, though the manner of the dispensation 
be so mysterious ! Barbarians in their habits, and ruthless in their 
enmities, they are creatures of our nature, and equally objects of 
his care." 

Flaxen locks, that half covered a forehead and face across which 
ran the most delicate tracery of veins, added lustre to a skin as spot- 
lessly fair as if the warm breezes of that latitude had never fanned 
, the countenance of the girl. Through this maze of ringlets the 
child turned her full, clear, blue eyes, bending her looks in wonder 
and in fear, on the dark visage of the captive Indian youth, who at 
that moment was to her a subject of secret horror. Unconscious of 
the interest he excited, the lad stood cadm, haughty, and seemingly 
unobservant, cautious to let no sign of weakness or of concern 
escape him in this scene of womanly emotion. 

"Mother," whispered the still wondering child; "may we not 
let him go into the forest? I do not love to — " 

" This is no time for speech. Go to thy hiding-place, my child, 
and remember bol^ thy askings and the cautions I have named. 
Go, and heavenly care protect thy innocent head !*' 

Kuth again stooped, and bowing her face until the features were 
lost in the rich tresses of her daughter, a moment passed, during 
which there was an eloquent silence. When she arose a tear 
glistened on the cheek of the child. The latter had received the 
embrace more in apathy than in concern, and now, when led towards 
the upper rooms, she moved from the presence of her mother, it 
was with an eye that fiever bent its riveted gaze from the features 
of the young Indian, until the intervening walls hid him entirely 
from her sight. 

" Thou hast been thoughtful and like thyself, my good Ruth," 
said Content, who at that moment entered, and who rewarded the 
self-command of his wife by a look of the kindest approbation, 
•• The youths have not been more prompt in meeting the foe at the 
stockades, than thy maidens in looking to their less hardy duties. 
All is again quiet without ; and we come now, rather for consulta- 
tion than for any purposes of strife." 

" Then must we summon our father from his post at the artLLlery. 
in the block." 

" It is not needful," interrunted the stranger. ** Time presses ; 
for this calm may be too shortly succeeded by a tempest that all 
our power shall not auell. Bring forth the captive." 

Content signed to the boy to approach, and when he was in reach 
of his hand, ne placed him full before the stranger. 

" I know not thy name, nor yet even that of thy people," com- 
menced the latter, after a long pause in which he seemed to study 
deeply the countenance of the lad ; " but certain am I, though a 
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more wicked spirit may still be struggling for the mastery in thy 
wild mind, that nobleness of feeling is no stianger to thy bosom. 
Speak ; hast thou aught to impart concerning the danger that be- 
sets this family ? I have leamea much this night from thy manner, 
but to be clearly imdcrstood, it is now time that thou shouldest 
speak in words." 

The youth kept his eye fastened on that of the speaker, imtil the 
other had ended, and then he bent it slowly, but with seareliinir 
observation, on the anxious countenance of Ituth. It seemed as if 
he balanced between his pride and his sympathies. The latter 
prevailed, for, conquering the deep reluctance of an Indian, he 
spoke openly and for the first time since his captivity, in the lan- 
guage of the hated race. 

** 1 hear the whoops of warriors," was his calm answer. " Have 
the ears of the pale men been shut V* 

"Thou hast spoken with the younj? men of thy tribe in the 
forest, and thou hadst knowledge of this onset ?" 

The youth made no reply, though the keen look of his interro- 

Sator was met steadily, and without fear. Perceiving that he had 
cmanded more than would be answered,^ the stranger changed his 
mode of investigation, masking his inquiries with a little more of 
artifice. 

" It may not be that a great tribe is on the bloody path !" he said ; 
"warriors would have walked over the timbers of the palisadocs, 
like bending reeds ! 'Tis a Pequot who hath broken faith with a 
Christi«ua, and who is now abroad, prowling as a wolf in the 
night." 

A sudden and wild expression gleamed over the swarthy features 
of the boy. His lips moved, and the words that issued, from be- 
tween them were uttered in the tones of biting scorn. Still he 
rather muttered than pronounced aloud — 

" The Pequot is a dog V 

" It is as I had thought ; the knaves are out of their villages that 
the Yengeese may feed their squaws. But a Narragansett, or a 
"Wompanoag, is a man ; he scorns to lurk in the darkness. When 
he comes, the sun will light his path. The Pequot steals in silence, 
for he fears that the warriors >vill hear his tread." 
^ It was not easy to detect any evidence that the captive listened^ 
either to the commendation or the censure, with answering sym- 
pathy, for marble is not colder than were the muscles of his un- 
moved countenance. 

The stranger studied the expression of his features in vain, and 
drawing so near as to lay his nand on the naked shoulder of the 
lad, he added, — " Boy, thou hast heard much moving matter con- 
cerning the nature ot our Christian faith, and thou hast been the 
subject of many a fervent asking ; it may not be that so much 
good seed hath occn altogether scattered by the wayside ! Speak, 
may I again trust thee f 

"Let my father look on the snow. The print of the moccasin 
goes and comes." 

" It is true. Thus fax hast thou proved honest ; but when the 
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war-whoop shall be thrilling through thy young blood, the tempta- 
tion to join the warriors may be too stron?. Hast any gage, any 
pledge in which we may find warranty for letting thee depart ?" 

The boy regarded his interrogator with a look that plainly de- 
noted ignorance of his meaning. 

" I would know what thou canst leave with me, to show that our 
eyes shall again look upon thy face, when we have opened the gate 
for thy passage into the fields }" 

Still the gaze of the other was wondering and confused. 

*' When the white man goes upon the war-path and would put 
trust in his foe, he takes surety for his faith by holding the life of 
one dear as a warranty of its truth. What canst ofier, that I may 
know thou wilt return from the errand on which I would fain senc 
thee r" 

"The path is open?" 

" Open, but not certain to be used. Fear may cause thee to for 
get the way it leads." 

The captive now understood the meaning of the other's doubts, 
but, as if disdaining to reply, he bent his eyes aside, and stood in 
one of those immovable attitudes which so often gave him the air of 
a piece of dark statuary. 

Content and his wife had listened to this short dialogue in a man- 
ner to prove that they possessed some secret knowledge, which 
lessened the wonder they might otherwise have felt, at witnessing 
so obvious proofs of a secret acquaintance between the speakers. 
Both, however, manifested unequivocal signs of astonishment, when 
they first heard English sounds issuing from the lips of the boy. 
There was at least the semblance of hope in the mediation of one 
who had received, and who had appeared to acknowledge so much 
kindness from herself, and Ruth clung to Ihe cheering expectation 
with the quickness of maternal care. 

" Let the boy depart," she said. " I will be his hostage, and 
should he prove false, there can be less to fear in his absence than 
in his presence. 

The obvious truth of the latter assertion probably weighed more 
with the stranger than the unmeaning pledge of the woman. 

" There is reason in this," he resumed. " Go, then, into the 
fields, and say to thy people that they have mistaken the path ; 
that they are on hath led tnem to the dwelling of a friend — ^Here 
are no Pequots, nor any of the men of the Manhattoes ; but Christian 
Yengeese, who have long dealt with the Indian as one just man 
dealeth with another. Go, and when thy signal shall be heard at 
the gate, it shall be open to thee for readmission." 

Thus saying, the slianger motioned to the boy to follow, taking 
care as they left the room together, to instruct him in all such 
minor matter, as might assist in effecting the pacific object of the 
mission on which he was employed. 

A few minutes of doubt and of fearful suspense succeeded this 

experiment. The stranger, after seeing that egress was permitted 

. to nis messenger, had returned to the dwelling, and rejoined his 

companions. He passed the moments in pacing the apartment with 

H 
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the strides of one in whom powerfiil oonoem was stronghr at work. 
At times the sound of his heayy footstep eeased, and then all 
listened intently in order to catch any sound that might instruct 
them in the nature of the scene that was passing without. In tihe 
midst of one of these pauses, a yell like that of savage delight rose 
in the fields. It was succeeded by the death-like and portentous 
oalm, wMch had rendered the tune since the momentary attack 
even more alarming than when the danger had a positive and 
known character, fiut all the attention the most intense anxiety 
oould now lend, furnished no additional olne to the movements of 
their foes. For many minutes the quiet of midnight reigned botii 
within and without ihe defences. In the midst of this suspense 
the latoh of the door was lifted, and their messen^r appeared with 
that noiseless tread and collected mien which distinguish the people 
of his race. ' 

" Thou hast met the wamcns of thy tribe?" hastily demanded 
tiie stranger. 

** The noise did not cheat the Yengeese. It was not a girl Iftogh.- 
ing in the woods." 

** And thou hast said to thy people. We are friends ?* " 

" The words of my father were spoken." 

** And heard— were they loud enough to enter the ears of the 
young men ?" 

The boy was silent. 

" Speak," continued the stranger, elevating his form proudly, 
like one ready to breast a more severe shock. ** Thou hast men for 
thy listeners. Is the pipe of the c»vage filled ; will he smoke in 
peace, or holdeth he the tomahawk in a clenched hand ?" 

The countenance of the boy worked with a feeling that it was not 
usual for an Indian to betray. He bent his look with concern on 
the mild eyes of the anxious Kuth ; then drawing a hand slowly 
from beneath the light robe that partly covered his body he cast at 
the feet of the stranger a bundle of arrows, wrapped in the glossy 
and striped skin of the rattlesnake. 

" This is warning we may not misconceive !" said Content, raising 
the well-known emblem oi ruthless hostility to the light, and ex- 
hibiting it before the eyes of his less instructed companion. ** Boy. 
what have the people of my race done, that thy wairiors shooia 
seek their blood to feis extremity ?" 

When the boy had discharged his duty he moved aside, and 
appeared unwilbng to observe the effect which his message might 
produce on his companions. But thus Questioned, all gentle feel- 
ings were near being forgotten in the sudden force of passion. A 
hasty glance at Rutn quelled the emotion, and he oontinued calm 
as ever, and silent. 

** Boy," repeated Content, " I ask thee why thy people seek our 
blood r 

The passage of the electric spark is not more subtle, nor is it 
scarcely more brilliant than was the gleam that shot into the dark 
eye of the Indian. The orpsui seemed to emit rays coruscant as 
the glance of the serpent His form appeared to swell with the in« 
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ward shiTinffs of his spirit, and for a moment there was eyery 
appearance of a fierce and uncontrollable burst of ferocious passion. 
Tne conquest of feeling, was, however, but momentary. He re- 
gained his self-command by a surprising effort of the will, and 
advancing so near to him who had asked this bold question, as to 
lay a finger on his breast, the young savage haughtily said — 

" See ! this world is very wide. There is room on it for the 
panther and the deer. Why have the Yengeese and the red-men 
met?" 

** We waste the precious moments in probing the stem nature of 
the heathen," said the stranger. " The object of his people is cer- 
tain, and, with the aid of the Christian's staff, will we oeat back 
their power. Prudence requireth at our hands that the lad be 
secured ; after which will we repair to the stockades and prove 
ourselves men." 

Against this proposal no reasonable objection could be raised. 
Content was about to secure the person of his captive in a cellar, 
when a suggestion of his wife caused him to change his purpose. 
I^otwithstaAoing the sudden and fierce mien of the youtn, there 
had been such an intelligence created between them by looks of 
kindness and interest, that the mother was reluctant to abandon 
all hope of his aid. 

** Miantonimoh !" she said, " though others distrust th3r purpose, 
I will have confidence. Come, then, with me ; and while I give 
thee promise of safety in thine own person, I ask at thy hands the 
office of a protector for my babes." 

The boy made no reply, but as he passively followed his con- 
ductress to the chambers, Ruth fancied she read assurance of his 
faith in the expression of his eloquent eye. At the same moment 
her husband aiA Submission left the house to take their stations at 
the palisadoes. 



CHAPTEE Xni. 

** Tboa art my good jaath, mj page ; 
III be thy master: wa^ with me, speak freely." 

Cf/mbeUne. 

The apaxtment in which Euth had directed the children to be 
plaeed was in the attic, and, as already stated, on the side of the 
ouilding which faced the stream that ran at the foot of the hill. It 
had a single prof ecting window, through which there was a view 
of the forest ana of the fields on that side of the valley. Small 
openings in its sides admitted also of ^limi>ses of the grounds 
which lav further in the rear. In addition to th6 covering of the 
roofs ana of the massive frame- work of tiie building, an interior 
partition of timber protected the place against the entrance of most 
missiles then known in the warfare of the country. During the in- 
fancy 4>f the children this room had been their sleeping aiHo^ment; 
nor was it abandoned for that purpose until tiie additional ool* 

H2 
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works, wWch increased with time around the dwellings, had em- 
boldened the family to trust themselves, at night, in situations more 
convenient, and which were believed to be no less equally secure 
against surprise. 

" I know thee to be one who feeleth the obligations of a warrior," 
said Ruth, as she ushered her follower into the presence of the 
children. " Thou wilt not deceive me ; the lives of these tender 
ones are in thy keeping. Look to them, Miantonimoh, and the 
Christian's God will remember thee in thine own hour of necessity !" 

The boy made no reply, but in a gentle expression which was 
visible in his dark visage, the mother endeavoured to find the 
pledge she sought. Then as the youth, with the delicacy of his 
race, moved aside in order that they who were bound to each other 
by ties so near might indulge their feelings without observation, 
Euth ac^ain drew near her offspring with all the tenderness of a 
mother beaming in her eyes. 

" Once more I bid thee not to look too curiously at the fearful 
strife that may arise in front of our habitations," she said. " The 
heathen is truly upon ns with bloody mind ; young, as well as old, 
must now show faith in the protection of our master, and such 
courage as befitteth believers." 

" And why is it, mother," demanded her child, " that they seek 
to do us harm; have we ever done evil to them ?" 

" I may not say. He that hath made the earth hath given it to 
ns for our uses, and reason would seem to teach that if portions of 
its surface are vacant, he that needeth truly may occupy." 

" The savage!" whispered the child, nestling still nearer to the 
bosom of her stooping parent. ** His eye glittereth like the star 
which hangs above the trees." 

" Peace, daughter ; his fierce nature broodeth over some fancied 
wrong!" 

" Surely, we are here rightfully. I have heard my father say 
that when the Lord made me a present to his arms, our valley was 
a tangled forest, and that much toil only has made it as it is." 

"I hope that what we enjoy, we enjoy rightfully! And yet it 
seemeth that the savage is ready to deny our claims. * 

"And where do these bloody enemies dwell? have they, too, 
valleys like tliis, and do the Cluistians break into them to shed 
blood in the night r " 

" They are of wild and fierce habits, Ruth, and little do they 
know of our manner of life. "Woman is not cherished as amonsr 
the people of thy father's race, for force of body is more regarded 
.than kinder ties. ' 

The little auditor shuddered, and when she buried her face 
deeper in the bosom of her parent, it was with a more quickened 
sense of maternal affection, and with a livelier view than her infant 
perception had ever yet known of the gentle charities of kindred. 
"When she had spoken, the matron impressed the final kiss on 
the forehead of each of the children, and asking, aloud, that 
<jod might bless them, she turned to go to the performance of duties 
that called for the exhibition of very different qualities. Before 
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quitting the room, however, Ae once more approached the hoy, and 
holding the light before his steady eye, she said solemnly,— 

" I trust my babes to the keeping of a young warrior !" 

The look he returned was like the others, cold but not dis- 
couraging. A gaze of many moments elicited no reply, and Ruth 
prepared to quit the place, troubled by uncertainty concerning the 
intentions of the guardian she left with the girls, while she still 
trusted that the many acts of kindness which she had shown him 
during his captivity would not go without their reward. Her 
hand rested on the bolt of the door in indecision. The moment was 
favourable to the character of the youth, for she recalled the man- 
ner of his return that night, no less than his former acts of faith, 
and she was about to leave the passage for his egress open, when 
an uproar arose on the air, which filled the valley with all the 
hideous cries and yells of a savage onset. Drawing the bolt, the 
startled woman descended, without farther thought, and rushed to 
her post with the hurry of one who saw only iJie necessity' of 
exertion in another scene. 

*• Stand to the timbers, Reuben Ring! Bear back the skulking 
murderers on their bloody lollowers ! The pikes ! Here, Dudley, 
is opening for thy valour. The Lord have mercy on the souls of 
the Ignorant heathen !" minglfed with the reports of musketry, the 
whoops of the warriors, the whizzing of bullets and arrows, with 
all the other accompaniments of such a contest, were the fearful 
sounds that saluted tne senses of Ruth as she issued into the court. 
The valley was occasionally lighted by the explosion of firearms, 
and then, at times, the homble din prevailed in the gloom of deep 
darkness. Happily, in the midst of all this confusion and violence, 
the young men of the valley were true to their duties. An alarm- 
ing attempt to scale the stockade had already been repulsed, and, 
the true character of two or three feints having been ascertained, 
the principal force of the garrison was now actively employed in 
resisting the main attack. 

** In tne name of Ilim who is with us in every danger !" exclaimed 
Ruth, advancing to two figures that were so busily engaged in 
their own concerns, as not to heed her approach, " tell me how 
goes the struggle? Where are my husband and boy?— or has it 
pleased Providence that any of our people should be stricken I" 

" It hath pleased the devil," returned Eben Dudley, somewhat 
~ irreverentiy for one of that chastened school, "to send an Indian 
arrow through jerkin and skin into this arm of mine ! Softly, 
Faith ; dost think, girl, that the covering of man is like the coat of 
a sheep, from which the fleece may be plucked at will ! I am no 
moulting fowl, nor is this arrow a feather of my wing. The Lord 
forgive the rogue for the ill turn he hath done my flesh, say I, and 
amen like a Christian ! he will have occasion, too, for the mercy, 
seeing he hath nothing further to hope for in this world. Now, 
Faith, I acknowledge the debt of thy kindness, and let there be no 
more cutting speech between us. Thy tongue often pricketh more 
sorely than the Indian's arrow." 

** Whose fault is it that old acquaintance hath sometimes been 
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overlooked in new conversations? Thou knowest that wooed hj 
proper speech, no maiden in the colony is wont to render gentler 
answer. Dost feel uneasiness in thine arm, Dudley ?" 

" 'Tis not tickling with a straw to drive a flint-neaded arrow to 
ilie hone ! I forgive thee the matter of too much discourse with the 
trooper, and all the side-cuts of thy over-ambling tongue on condi- 
tions that — " 

" Out upon thee, brawler I wouldst be prating here the night 
ong on pretence of a broken skin, and the savage at our gates ! A 
fine character will the madam render of thy deeds wh^u the other 
youths have beaten back the Indian, and thou loitering among the 
buildings!" 

The discomiited borderer was about to curse in his heart the 
versatile humour of his mistress, when he saw by a side glanoe, 
that ears which had no oonoem in the subject had liked to have 
shared in the matter of their discourse. Seizing the weapon which 
WAS leaning against the foundation of the block, he hurried past ihe 
mistress of the family, and, in another minute, his voice and his 
musket were again heard ringing in the uproar. 

"Does he brmsr tidings from the palisadoes?" repeated Ruth* 
too anxious that the young man should retain to his post» to arrest 
ins retreat. '* What saith he of the ons^^" 

" The savage hath suffered for his boldness, and little harm hath 
yet come to our people. Except that yon block of a man hath 
managed to put arm oefore the passage of an arrow, I know not 
that any of our people have been narmed." 

" Hearken ! they retire, Ruth. The yells are less near, and our 
young men will prevail I Go thou to diy charge among the piles of 
the fuel, and see that no krrker lemaineth to do injury. The Lord 
hath remembered mercy, and it may yet anive that uiis evil shall 
pass away &om before us !" 

The quick ear of Ruth had not deceived her. The tumult of tho 
assault was gradually receding from the works, and though the 
flafiJiingB of tne muskets, and the bellowing repoits that rang in the 
surrounding forest were not less frequent than before, it was plain, 
that the critical moment of the onset was already past. In place 
of the fierce effort to carry the plaoe by surprise, the savages had 
now resorted to means that were more methodiical, and which» 
though not so appalling in appearance, were perhaps quite as cer- 
tain of final success. Ruth profited by a momentary cessation ia 
the flight of the missiles, to seek tjiose in whose wel&re she had 
placed ner chief concern. 

" Has other than brave Dudley suffered by this assaults" de- 
manded the anxious wife, as she passed swifuy among a group of 
dusky figures that were collected in oonsultati<m on the bzowof the 
declivity; has any need of such care as a woman's hand may 
bestow } Heathcote, thy person is unharmed ! ' ' 

" Truly one of great mercy hath watched over it, for little op- 
portunity hath been given to look to our own safety. I fear that 
some of our young men have not regarded the covers with the at- 
tention t^t prudiesfie requires.*' 
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"The thong^htless Mark liatk not forgotten my admonitions! 
Boy, thou hast neyer lost sight of duty so far as to precede thy 
father?" 

** One sees, or thinks hut little of the red-skins, when the whoop 
is ringing among the timhers of the palisadoes, mother," returned 
the hoy, dashing his hand across his brow, in order that the drops 
of blood which were trickling from a furrow left by the passage of 
an arrow mi^ht not be seen. " I have kept near my father, but 
whether in his £ront or in his rear, the darkness hath not permitted 
2ne to note." 

'*The lad hath behaved in a bold and seemly manner,*' said the 
stranger ; " and he hath shown the mettle of his grandsire's stock 
—ha ! what is't we see gleaming among the sheds ! A sortie may 
be needed to save the ffranaries and thy folds from destruction !" 

" To die bams ! to the bams 1" shouted two of the youths, from 
their several look-outs. ** The brand is in the buildings !" ex- 
' claimed a maiden who discharged a similar duty under cover of the 
dwellings. Then followed a discharge of muskets, all of which 
were levelled at the glancing light that was glaring in fearful 
proximity to the combustible materials which filled the most of the 
outbuildmgs. A savage yeU and the sudden extinguishment of the 
blazing knot announced the fatal accuracy of the aim. 

"Tins may not be neglected!" exclaimed CJontent, moved 
to extraordinary excitement by the extremity of the danger. 
"Father !*' he called aloud, " 'tis fitting time to show our utmost 
vtrength." 

A moment of suspense succeeded this summons. The whole val- 
ley was then a& suadenly lighted as if a torrent of the electric fluid 
had flashed across its gloomy bed ; a sheet of flame glanced from the 
attic of the block, and then came the roar of the little piece of artil- 
lery, which had so long dwelt there in silence. The ratUing of a 
ahot among the sheds and the rending of timber followed. Fifty- 
dark forms were seen, by the momentary light, j^liding from amoof 
the out-buildings in an alarm natural to their ignorance, and witE 
an agility proportioned to their alarm. The moment was propitious. 
Content silently motioned to Beuben £ing— they passed the postern 
together, and oLsappeared in the direction of the bams. The period 
of their absence was one of intense care to Eutii, and it was not 
without its itnxiety even to those whose nerves were better steeled. 
A few moments, however, served to appease these feelings, for the 
adventurers returned in safety and as silently as they had quitted 
the defences. The trampling of feet on the crust of the snow, the 
neighing of horses, and the bellowing of frightened .cattle, as tiie 
ternfiea beasts scattered about the fletds, soon proclaimed the object 
of the risk which had just been run. 

*' Enter," whispered Ruth, who held the postern with her own 
hand. " Enter of Heaven's mercy. Thou hast given liberty to 
every hoof, that no living creature perish by the flames?" 

" AH ; and truly not too speedily— for see, the brand is again at 
work!" 

Content had much reason to felicitate himself on his ei^pedition 
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for even wliile lie spoke, half-concealed torches, made as usual of 
blazing knots of pine, were again seen glancing across the fields, 
evidently approaching the out-buildings by such indirect and 
covered paths as might protect those who bore them from the shot 
of the garrison. A final and common effort was made to arrest the 
danger. The mudcets of the young men were active, and more than 
once did the citadel of the stem old Puritan give forth its flood of 
^ flame, in order to beat back the dangerous visitants. A few shrieks 
of savage disappointment and of bodily anguish announced the suc- 
cess of these discharges ; but though most of those who approached 
the bams were either driven back in fear or suffered for their 
temerity, one among them, more wary or more practised than his 
compamons, found means to effect his object. The firing had ceased, 
and the besieged were congratulating themselves on success, when 
a sudden light glared across the fields. A sheet of flame soon came 
curling over the crest of a wheat-stack, and quickly wrapped the 
inflammable material in its fierce torrent. Against this destruction 
there remained no remedy. The bams and enclosures, which so 
lately had been lying in the darkness of the hour, were instantly 
illuminated, and life would have been the penalty paid by any of 
eitier party who should dare to trust his person within the bright 
glare. The borderers were soon compelled to fall back, even within 
Vie shadows of the hill, and to seek such covers as the stockades 
offered, in order to avoid the aim of the arrow or the bullet. 

•• This is a mournful spectacle to one that has harvested in charity 
with all men," said Content to the trembler who convulsively 
grasped his arm, as the flames whirled in the currents of the heated 
air, and, sweeping once or twice across the roof of a shed, left a 
portion of its torrent creeping insidiously alonp the wooden cover- 
ing. ** The in-gathering of a blessed season is about to melt into 
asnes before the brand of these accur ** 

"Peace, Heathcote! What is wealth, or the fulness of thy 
•granaries to that which remains! Check these repinings of thy 
spirit, and bless God that he leaveth us our babes and the safety of 
our inner roofs." 

" Thou sayest truly," returned the husband, endeavouring to 
imitate the meek resignation of his companion. " What indeed are 
ihe gifts of the world, set in the balance against the peace of mind 
— ^ha ! that evil blast of wind sealeth the destruction of our harvest I 
The fierce element is in the heart of the granaries." 

Ruth made no replv, for though less moved by worldly cares than 
her husband, the jfrigntful progress of the conflagration alarmed her 
with a sense of personal danger. The flames had passed from roof 
to roof, and meeting everywhere with fuel of the most combustible 
nature, the whole of the vast range of bams, sheds, granaries, cribs 
and out-buildings, was just breaking forth in the orightness of a 
torrent of fire. Until this moment, suspense, with hope on one side 
and anprehension on the other, had kept bom parties mute specta- 
tors 01 the scene. But yells of triumph soon proclaimed the delight 
*vitii which the Indians witnessed the completion of tiieir fell 
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design. The whoops followed this burst of pleasure, and a third 
onset was made. 

The combatants now fouffht under a brightness which, though 
less natural, was scarcely less brilliant than that of noonday. 
Stimulated by the prospects of success which were offered by the 
confla^ation, the savages rushed wpon the stockade with more 
audacity than it was usual to display in their cautious warfare. A 
"broad shadow was cast bv the hill and its buildings across the fields 
on the side opposite to the flames, and through this belt of compa- 
rative gloom the fiercest of the band made tiieir way to the very 
palisadoes with impunity. Their presence was announced by the 
yell of delight, for too many curious eyes had been drinking in the 
fearful beauty of the conflagration to note their approach, until the 
attack had nearly proved successful. The rushes to the defence, 
and to the attack, were now alike, quick and headlong. Volleys 
"were useless, for the timbers offered equal security to both assailant 
and assailed. It was a struggle of hand to hand, in which num- 
bers would have" prevailed, had it not been the good fortune of the 
"weaker party to act on the defensive. Blows of the knife were 
passed swiftly between the timbers, and occasionally the discharge 
of the musket or the twanging of the bow was heara. 

** Stand to the timbers, my men !" said the deep tones of the 
stranger, who spoke, in the midst of the fierce struggle, with that 
commanding and stirring cheerfulness that familiarity with danger 
can alone inspire. ** Stand to the defences and they are impassable. 
Ha ! 'twas well meant, friend savage," he muttered between his 
teeth, as he parried, at some jeoparcly to one hand, a. thrust aimed 
at his throat, while with the other he seized the warrior who had 
inflicted the blow, and drawing his naked breast, with the power of 
a giant, full against the opening between the timbers, he buried 
his own keen blade to its haft in the body. The eyes of the victim 
rolled wildly, and when the iron hand which bound him to the 
wood with the power of a vice, loosened its grasp, he fell motion- 
less on the earth. This death was succeeded by the usual yell of 
disappointment, and the assailants disappeared as swiftly as they 
had approached. 

" Grod be praised that we have to rejoice in this advantage !" 
said Content, enumerating the individuals of his force with an 
anxious eye, when all were again assembled at the stand on the hill, 
where, favoured by the glaring light, they could overlook, in com- 
parative security, the more exposed parts of their defences. 
** We count our own, though I fear me many may have suf- 
fered." 

The silence and the occupations of his listeners, most of whom 
were stanching their blood, was a sufficient answer. 

" Hist, father V said the quick-eyed «uad observant Mark ; " one 
remaineth on the palisadoe nearest the wicket. Is it a savage, or 
do I see a stump in tiie field beyond ?'* 

All eyes followed the direction of the hand of the speaker, and 
there was seen, of a certainty, something clinging to the inner side 
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of one of the timbers that bore a marked resemblance to the humaa 
form. The part of the stockades where the seeming figure clun^* 
lay more in obsciirity than the rest of the defences, and doubts as to 
its character were not alone confined to the qnick-sighted lad who 
had first detected its presence. 

" WhoJiangs upon oar palisadoes?" called EbenDudley. " Speak, 
that we ao not hann a friend !" 

The wood itself was not more immorable than the dark object, 
until the report of the borderer's musket was heard, and then it 
came tumbling to tiie earth like an ins^udble mass. 

" Fallen like a stricken bear from his tree ! life was in it, or no 
bnllet of mine could have loosened the hold V exdaimed Dudley, a 
little in exultation, as he saw the success of his aim. 

" I will go forwiud and see that he is past " 

The mouth of young Mark was stopped by the hand of the 
stranger, who calsuy obseryed— 

• " I will look into me fate of the heathen my sel f." He was about 
to proceed to the spot, when the supposed dead or wounded man 
Borang to his feet with a veil that rang in echoes along the mar^^in 
oi the forest, and bounded towards the cover of the buildings with 
high and active leans. Two or three muskets sent their streaks o£ 
flame across Ids path, but seemingly without success. Jumping in 
a manner to dude the certainty of their fire, the unharmed savage 
gave forth another yell of triumph, and disappeared among the 
angles of the dwellings. His cries were understood, for answering 
whoops were heard in the fields, and the foe without again ralliea 
to tiie attack. 

"This ma^ not be neglected," said ha who, more by his self-pos* 
session and air of authority than by any known right to command, 
had insensibly assumed so much authority in the important busi- 
ness of that night. " One like this within our walls may quickly 
bring destruction on the garrison. The postern may be opened to 
an inroad " 

" A triple lock secures it," interrupted Content. " The key is 
hid where none know to seek it other than such as are of our house- 
hold." 

** And happily the means of passing the private wicket are in my 
possession, muttered the other in an under tone. *' So far, well ; 
out the brand! the brand! the maidens must look to the fires and 
lights, while the youths make good the stockade, since this assault 
admitteth not of further delay?' 

So saying, the stranger gave an example of courage by proceeding 
to his stand at the pickets, where, supported by his companions, he 
continued to defend the approaches against a disoharffe of arrows 
and bullets that was more distant, but scarcely less dangerous to 
the safety of those who showed themselves on the side of the 
acdivity, than those which had been previously showered upon the 
garrison. 

In the meantime Ruth summoned her assistants, and hastened to 
discharge the duty which had just been prescribed. Water was 
cast &eely on all the fires, and, as the still raging conflagration con- 
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tiniiied to give far more light than was either necessary or safe, care 
was taken to extinguish any torch or candle that, in the hurry 
of alarm, might have been left to moulder in its socket, through- 
out the extensive range of the dwellings and the o£&ces. 



CHAPTER XrV. 

* Thoa mild, sad mother, — 

Quit bim not 80 soon! 
Mother, in mercy, staj ! 

Despair and death are with him; and canet Chou, 
With ^at kind, earthward look, go leave him now ?** 

Da$m. 

When these precautions were taken, the females returned to their 
several look-outs, and Ruth, whose duty it was in moments of danger 
to exercise a general superintendence, was left to her meditations 
and to such watchfuLofess as her fears might excite. Quitting the 
inner rooms, she approached the door that communicated with the 
oouvt, and for a moment lost the recollection of her immediate 
cares in a view of the imposing scene by which she was sur- 
rounded. 

By this time the whole of the vast range of out-buildings, which 
iiad been constructed, as was usual in the colonies, of the most com- 
bustible materials, and with no regard to the expenditure of wood, 
was wrapt in fire. Notwithstanding the position of the intermediate 
edifices, oroad flashes of light were constantly crossinfir the court 
itself, on whose surface she was able to distinguish me smallest 
object, while the heavens above her were glaring witii a lurid red. 
Through the openings between tiie buildings of the quadrangle, the 
eye could look out upon the fields, where she saw every evidenoo 
of a sullen intention on the part of the savages to persevere in their 
object. Dark, fierce-looking, and nearly ji&kBd. human forms were 
seen flitting from cover to cover, while there was no stump nor log 
within arrow's flight of the defences, that did not protect the person 
of a daring and indefatigable enemy. It was plain the Indians were 
there in hundreds, and as the assaults confanoed after the failure of 

they were bent on victory, at some 

neajQs of adding to the horrors of 

antly rinjnng around the plaee» 
i tones of a conch betrayed the 
d so often endeavoured, in the 
16 garrison out of the paUsadoes. 
with ddiberation and nom every 
rodaimed both the coolness and 
rhe little gun in the block-house 
30 well its real power to lessen its 
The weapon was therefore re- 
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served for tbose moments of pressmg danger that would he sore 
to arrive. 

On this spectacle Eutli gazed in fearful sadness. The long-sns- 
tained and sylvan security of her ahode was violently destroyed* 
and in the place of a quiet which had approached as near as may 
be on earth to that holy peace for which her spirit strove, she and 
all she most loved were suddenly confronted to the most frightful 
exhibition of human horrors. In such a moment, the feelings of a 
mother were likely to revive, and ere time was given for reflection, 
aided by the light of the conflagration, the matron was moving 
swiftly through the intricate passages of the dwelling, in quest of 
those whom she had placed in the security of the chambers. 

''Thou hast remembered to avoid looking on the flelds, my 
children," said the nearly breathless woman, as she entered the 
room. *' Be thankful, babes ; hithertb the efforts of the savages have 
been vain, and we still remain masters of our habitations. 

"Why is the night so red? Come hither, mother; thou mayest 
look into the wood as if the sun were shining !" 

" The heathens have fired our granaries,, and what thou seest is 
the light of the flames. But happily they cannot put brand into 
the dwelli ngs while thy father ana the young men stand to their 
weapons. We must be grateful for this security, frail as it seemeth. 
Thou hast knelt, my Kuth ; and hast remembeiHsd to think of thy 
father and brother in thy prayers." 

"I will do so again, mother," whispered the child, bending to 
her knees, and wrapping her young features in the garments of 
the matron. 

" Why hide thy countenance ? One joung and innocent as thou 
may lift thine eyes to heaven with confidence." 

** Mother, I see the Indian, unless my fetce be hid. He looketh at 
me, I fear, with wish to do us harm." 

" Thou art not just to Miantonimoh, child," answered Huth, as 
she glanced her eye rapidly roxmd to seek the boy, who had 
modestly withdrawn into a remote and shaded comer of the room. 
" I left nim with thee for a guardian, and not as one who would 
wish to injure. Now think of thy God, child," imprinting a kiss 
on the cold, marble-like forehead of her daughter, " and have reli- 
ance in his goodness. Miantonimoh, I a^ain leave you with a 
charge to be their protector," she added, quitting her daughter and 
advancing towards the youth. 

" Mother !" shrieked the child, ** come to me, or I die !" 

Ruth turned from I4ie listening captive with the quickness of in- 
stinct. A glance showed her the jeopardy of her oflspruig. A naked 
savage, dark, powerful of frame, and fierce in the frightful 
mas(^uerade of his war-paint, stood winding the silken hair of the 

girl m one hand, while ne already held the glittering axe above a 
ead that seemed inevitably devoted to destruction. 
"Mercy! mercy!" exclaimed Ruth, hoars^ with horror, and 
dropping to her knees, as much from inability to stand as with intent 
to petition. '* Monster, strike me, but spare the child !" 
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The eyes of tlie Indian rolled over the person of the speaker, but 
it was with an exjnression that seemed rather to enumerate the 
number of his victims, than to announce any change of purpose. 
With a fiendlike coolness, that bespoke much knowledge oi the 
ruthless practice, he again swung the quivering but speechless child 
in the air, and prepared to direct the weapon with a fell certainty 
of aim. The tomahawk had made its last circuit, and an instant 
would have decided the fate of the victim, when the captive boy 
stood in front of the frightful actor in this revolting scene. By a 
quick, forward movement of his arm, the blow was arrested. The 
deep guttural ejaculation, which betrays the surprise of an Indian, 
brote from the chest of thb savage, while his hand fell to his side, 
and the form of the suspended g:irl was suffered again io touch the 
floor. The look and gesture with which the boy had interfered, 
expressed authority rather than resentment or horror. His air was 
calm, collected, and, as it appeared bv the effect, imposing. 

" Go," he said in the language of the fierce people from whom he 
had sprung; "the warriors of the pale men are calling thee by 
name. 

"The snow is red with the blood of our young men," the 
other fiercely answered; "and not a scalp is at the belt of my 
people." 

"These are mine," returned the boy with dignity, sweeping his 
arm, while speaking, in a manner to show that ne extended protec- 
tion to all present. 

The warrior gazed about him grimly, and like one but half con- 
vinced. He had incurred a danger too fearful, in entering the 
stockade, to be easily diverted from his purpose. 

" Listen !" he continued, after a short pause, during which the 
artillery of the Puritan had again bellowed in the uproar, without. 
"The thunder is with the Yengeese! Our young women will 
look another way and call us Pequots, should tnere be no scalps on 
our pole." 

For a single moment the countenance of the boy changed, and his 
resolution seemed to waver. The other, who watched his eyes with 
long^ing eagerness, again seized his victim by the hair, when Kuth 
shneked in the accents of despair, — 

" Boy ! boy ! if thou art not with us, God hath deserted us !'* 

" She is mine," burst fiercely from the lips of the lad. " Heap 
my words, Wompahwisset ; the blood of my father is very warm 
within me." 

The other paused, and the blow was once more suspended. The 
glaring eyeballs of the savage rested intently on the swelling form 
and stem countenance of the young hero, whose uplifted hand ap- 
peared to menace instant punishment, should he dare to disregard 
the mediation. The lips of the warrior severed, and the word 
* Miantonimoh* was uttered as softly as if it recalled a feeling of 
sorrow. Then, as a sudden burst of yells rose above the roar of the 
conflagration, the fierce Indian turned in his tracks, and, aban- 
doning the trembling and nearly insensible chHd, he bounded away 
like a hound loosened on a fresli scent of blood. 
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''Boyl boyf murmured the mother; "heathen or Christian, 
there is one that will bless thee !" 

A rapid gesture of the hand intermpted the fervent expression o£ 
her gratitade. Pointing after the fonn of the retreating sayage, 
the lad encircled his own head with a finger in a manner that could 
not be mistaken, as he uttered steadily, but with the deep em- 
phasis of an Indian, — 

" The young pale face has a scalp!" 

Buth heard no. more. With inrtinetiye rapidity, every feeling: 
of her soul quickened nearly to a^ony, she rushed hek>w, in <»der 
to warn Mark against the machinations of soiearful an enemy. Her 
step was heard but for a momoit in the vacant chambers, and then 
the Indian boy, whose steadiness and authority had just been so 
signally exerted in favour of the children, resumed his attitude of 
meditation, as quietly as iC he took no furth^ interest in the Mghtfol 
ovents of the mght. 

The situation of the garrison was now, indeed, to the last degree 
critical. A torrent of fire had passed from the farther extremity 
of the out-houses to that which stood nearest to the defences, ana. 
aj9 building after building melted beneath its ra^ng j>ower, the 
palisadoea became heated, nearly to the point ot igmtion. The 
alarm created by this imminent danger had already been given, and» 
when Ruth issued into the court, a female was rushing past her, 
seemingly on some errand of the last necessity. 

" Hast seen him?" demanded the breathless mother, arresting tiie 
steps of the quick-moving girl. 

" Not since the savage made his last onset, but I warrant me he 
ma^ be found near tne western loops, making good the works 
against the enemy !" 

*' Surely he is not foremost in the fray ! Of whom speakest thou. 
Faith? I questioned thee of Mark. There is one even now raging 
within the pickets, seeking a victim." 

" Truly, I thought it had been question of— the boy is with his 
father and the stranger soldier, who does such deeds of valour in 
our behalf. I have seen no enemy within the palisadoes, Madam 
Heatbcote, since the entry of the man, who escaned, by favour of 
the powers of darkness, from the shot of Eben Dudley's musket." 

" And is this evU like to pass from us," resumed Ruth, breathing 
more freely, as the learned the safety of her son, " or does Plrovidence 
veil its face in anger r" 

"We keep our own, though the savage hath pressed the young 
men to extremity. Oh I it gladdened neart to see how brave a 
guard Reuben Rmg, and others near him, made in our behalf. I 
do think me, Madam Heathccte, that, after all, there is real man- 
hood in the brawler Dudley ! Truly, the youth hath done marvels 
in the way of exposure and resistance. Twenty times this night 
have I expected to see him slain." 

"And he that lieth there l" half whispered the alarmed Ruth, 
pointing to a spot near them, where, aside from the movements of 
those wno still acted in the bustle of the combat, one lay stretched 

- the earth; "who hath fallen^ 
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The cheek of Faith blanched to a whiteness that nearly equalled 
that of the linen, which, even in the hurry of such a scene, some 
friendly hand had found leisure to throw, in decent sadness oyer 
the form. 

•* That!" said the faltering girl; "though hurt and bleeding, my 
brother Reuben surely keepeth Ihe loop at the western angle ; nor 
is Whittal wanting in sufficient sense to take heed of danger. This 
may not be the stranger, for imder the covers of the postern breast- 
work he holdeth counsel with the young captain." 

" Art certain, girl ?" . 

'* I saw them both within the minute. Would to God» we could 
hear the shout of noisy Dudley, Madam Heathoote : his cry cheereth 
the heart, in a moment awfol as this !" 

"lift the cloth," said Ruth with calm solemnity, "that we mav 
know which of our friends hath been called to the ^reat account. 

Faith hesitated, and when, by a powerful effort, in which secret 
interest had as deep an influence as obedience, she did comply, it 
was with a sort of desperate resolution. On raising the linen the 
eyes of the two women rested on the paUid countenance of one who 
had been transfixed b^ an iron-headed arrow. The girl dropped 
the linen, and in a voice, that sounded like a burst of hysterical 
feeli)!^, she exclaimed, — 

" 'Tis but the youth that came lately amomg us ! We are spared 
the loss of any ancient friend." 

" 'Tis one who died for our safety;. I would give largely of this 
world's comforts that this calamity might not have been, or 
that greater leisure for the last fearful reckoning had been accorded. 
But we may not lose the moments in moummg. Hie thee, girl, 
and sound the alarm that a savage lurketh within our walls, and 
that he skulketh in quest of a secret blow. Bid all be wary. If 
the young Mark should cross thy path, speak to him twice of this 
danger; the child hath a firoward spirit* and may not hearken to 
words uttered in too ^at hurry." 

With this charge Kuth quitted her maiden. While the latter 
proceeded to give the necessary notice* the other sought the spot 
where she had just learned there was reason to believe her husbas^ 
might be found. 

Content and the stranger were, in fact, met in consultation over 
the danger which threatened destruction to their most important 
means of defence. The savages themselves appeared to be con- 
scious that the flames were working in their favour, for their eflR>rt8 
sensibly slackened^ and haying already severely suffered in their 
attempts to annoy the garrison, they had fallen back to their covers 
and awaited the moment when their practised cunning should tell 
them they might, with more flattering promises of success, again 
rally to the onset. A brief explanation served to make Ruth ac- 
quamted with the imminent jeopardy of their situation. Under a 
sense of a more appalling danger she lost the recollection of her 
former purpose, and with a contracted and sorrowing eye she stood* 
like her companions, in impotent helplessness, an entranced speo* 
tator of the progress of the destruction. 
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"A soldier should not waste words in useless plaints," observed 
the stranger, folding his arms like one who was conscious that 
human effort could do no more, " else should I sav, 'tis pity that 
he who drew yon line of stockade hath not remembered the uses of 
the ditch." 

*' I will sunmion the maidens to the wells," said Euth. 

" 'Twill not avail us. The arrow would be among them, nor 
could mortal long endure the heat of yon glowing furnace. Thou 
seest that the timbers already smoke and blacken under its £.erao- 
ness." 

The stranger was still speaking, when a small quivering flame 
played on the comers of the palisadoe nearest the burning pile, llie 
element fluttered like a waving line along the edges of the heated 
wood, after which it spread over the whole surface of the timber, 
from its larger base to the pointed summit. As if this had merely 
been the signal of a general destruction, the flames kindled in flfty 
places at the same instant, and then the whole line of the stockade 
nearest the conflagration was covered with fire. A yell of triumph 
arose in the fields, and a flight of arrows, sailing tauntingly into 
the works, announced the fierce impatience of those who watched 
the increase of the conflagration. 

" We shall be driven to our block," said Content. " Assemble 
thy maidens, Ruth, and msJsie speedy preparation for the last 
retreat." 

" I go; but hazard not thy life in any vain endeavour to retard 
the flames. There will yet be time for all that is needful to our 
security." 

" I mow not," hurriedly observed the stranger. " Here cometh 
the assault in a new aspect I" 

The feet of Ruth were arrested. On looking upward she saw the 
object which had drawn this remark from the last speaker. A 
small bright ball of fire had arisen out of the fields, and, describing 
an arc in the air, it sailed above their heads and fell on the shingles 
of a building, which formed part of the quadrangle of the inner 
court. The movement was that of an arrow thrown from a distant 
bow, and its way was to be traced by a long trail of light that fol 
lowed its course like a blazing meteor. This burning arrow had . 
been sent with a cool and practised judgment. It lighted upon a 
portion of the combustibles that were nearly as inflammable as gun- 
powder, and the eye had scarcely succeedea in tracing it to its fall, 
ere the bright flames were seen stealing over the heated roof. 

" One struggle for our habitations !" cried Content ; but the hand 
of the stranger was placed firmly on his shoidder. At that instant 
a dozen similar meteor-looking balls shot into the air, and fell in as 
many diflerent places on the already half-kindled pile. Further 
efforts would have been useless. Relinquishing Uie nope of saving 
his property, every thought was now given to personal safety. 

Ruth recovered from her short trance, and hastened with hurried 
steps to perform her well-known office. Then came a few minutes 
of exertion, during which the females transferred all that was 
necessary to their subsistence, and which had not been already 
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provided in the block, to their little citadel. The glowing light, which 
penetrated the darkest passages among the buildings, prevented 
this movement from being made without discovery. The whoop 
summoned their enemies to another attack. The arrows thickened 
in the air, and the important duty was not performed without risk, 
as all were obliged, in some degree, to expose their persons while 
passing to and fro loaded with necessaries. The gathering smoke, 
however, served in some measure for a screen, and it was not long 
before Content received the welcome tidings that he might com- 
mand the relreat of his young men from the palisadoes. The conch 
sounded the necessary signal, and ere the foe had time to under- 
stand its meaning, or profit by the defenceless state of the works, 
every individual within them had reached the door of the block in 
safety. Still there was more of hurry and confusion than alto- 
gether comported with their safety. They who were assigned to 
that duty, nowever, mounted eagerly to the loops, and stood in 
readiness to pour out their fire on whoever might dare to come 
within its reach, while a few still lingered in the court, to see that 
no necessary provision for resistance or of safety was forgotten. 
Ruth had been foremost in exertion, and she now stood pressing 
her hands to her temples, like one whose mind was bewildered by 
her own efforts. 

" Our fallen friend !" she said. " Shall we leave his remains to 
be mangled by the savage ?" 

" Surely not ; Dudley, thy hand. ^Ve will bear the body within 
the lower— ha! death hath struck another of our family l" 

The alarm with which Content made this discovery passed quickly 
to all in hearing. It was but too apparent, by the shape of the 
linen, that two bodies lay beneath its folds. Anxious and rapid 
looks were cast from face to face, in order to learn who was missing, 
and then, conscious of the hazard of further delay. Content raised 
the linen, in order to remove all doubts by certainty. The form of 
the young borderer, who was known to have fallen, was first slowly 
and reverently uncovered ; but even the most self-restrained among 
the spectators started back in horror, as his robbed and reeking 
head showed that a savage hand had worked its ruthless will on 
the unresisting corpse. 

" The other !" Ruth struggled to say, and it was only as her bus- 
band had half removed the linen that she could succeed in uttering 
the words — " Beware tlie other I" 

The warning was not useless, for the linen waved violently as it 
rose under the hand of Content, and a grim Indian sprang into the 
very centre of the startled 'group. Sweeping his armed hand 
widely about him, the savage broke through the receding circle, 
and giving forth the appalling whoop of his tribe, he bounded into 
the open door of the principal dwelling, so swiftly as utterly to 
defeat any design of pursuit. The arms of Ruth were frantically 
extended towards the place where he had disappeared, and she was 
about to rush madly on his footsteps, when the hand of her husband 
stopped the movement. 

*' Wouldst hazard life to save some worthless trifle I" 

I 
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"Husband, release me!" returned the woman, nearly choked 
with her affony — " nature hath slept within me !" 

" Fear bundeth thy reason !" 

The form of Kuth ceased to struggle. All the madness, which 
had been glaring wildly about her eyes, disappeared in the settled 
look of an almost preternatural calm. Collecting the whole of her 
mental energy in one desnerate effort of self-command, she turned 
to her husband, and, &8 ner bosom swelled with the terror that 
seemed to stop her breath, she said in a voice that was Mghtful by 
its comnosure — 

" If tnou hast a other's heart release me ! — Our babes have been 
forgotten!" 

The hand of Content relaxed its hold, and, in another instant, the 
form of his wife was lost to view on the track that had just been taken, 
by the successful savage. This was the luckless moment chosen by 
the foe to push his advantage. A fierce burst of yells proclaimed 
the activity of the assailants, and a general discharge from the 
loops of the block-house sufficiently apprised those in the court 
that the onset of the enemy was now pushed into the very heart of 
the defences. All had mounted, but the few who lingered to dis- 
charge the melancholy duty to the dead. They were too few to 
render resistance prudent, and yet too many to think of deserting 
the distracted mother and her offspring, without an effort. 

"Enter," said Content, pointing to the door of the block; "it ia 
toyduty to share the fate of those nearest my blood." 

The stranger made no answer. Placing ms powerful hands on 
the nearly stupified husband, he thrust his ^rson, by an irre- 
sistible effort, within the basement of the building, and then he 
signed, by a qidck gesture, for all around him to follow.^ After the 
last form had entered, he commanded tbat the fastenings of the 
door should be secured, remaining himself, as he believed, alone 
without. But, when by a rapid gLEUice he saw there was another 
gazing in dull awe on the features of the fallen man, it was too 
late to rectify the mistake. Yells were now rising out of the black 
smoke, that was rolling in volumes from the heated buildings, and 
it was plain that only a few feet divided them from their pursuers. 
Beckomng the man who had been excluded from the olock to 
follow, the stem soldier rushed into the principal dwelling, which 
was stiU but little injured by the fire. Guided rather by chance 
than hj any knowledge of the windings of the building, he soon 
found himself in the chambers. He was now at a loss whither to 
proceed. At that moment, his companion, who was no other than 
Whittal Ring, took the lead, and in another instant, they were at 
the door of the secret apartment. 

" Hist !" said the stranger, raising a hand to command. silence 
as he entered the room. " Our hope is in secrecy." 

" And how may we escape wiuiout detection?" demanded the 
mother, pointing about her at objects illuminated by a light so 
powerful as to penetrate every cranny of the ill-constructed Dmld- 
ing. "The noonday sun is scarce brighter than this dreadful 
firer 
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" God is in the elements ! His guiding hand shall point the "way. 
But here we may not tarry, for the flames are already on the 
shingles. Follow and speak not." 

Euth pressed the children to her side, and the whole party left 
the apartment of the attio in a hody. Their descent to a lower room 
was made quickly and without discoYery. But here their leader 
paused, for the state of thines without was one to demand the ut- 
most steadiness of nerve, ana great reflection. 

The Indians had hy this time gained command of the whole of 
Mark Heathcote's possessions, with the exception of the hlock- 
house, and as their lirst act had heen to apply^ the hrand wherever 
it might be wanting, the roar of the conflagration was now heard in 
every direction. The discharge of muskets and tiie whoops of the 
combatants, however, while they added to the horrible din of such 
a scene, proclaimed tiie unoonquered resolution of tiiose who held 
the citaael. A window of the room they occupied enabled the 
stranger to take a cautious survey of what was passing without. 
The court, lighted to the brilliancy of day, was empty, lor the in- 
creasing heat of the flres, no less than the discharges from the 
loops, still kept the cautious savages to their covers. There was 
barely hone, that the space between the dwelling and the block- 
liouse might yet be passed in safety. 

" I would I had as^ed that the door of the block should be held 
in hand," muttered Submission ; "it would be death to linger an 
instant in that fierce light ; nor have we any manner of—" 

A touch was laid upon his arm, and, turning, the sneaker saw 
the dark eye of the captive boy looking: steadily in his face. 

'* Wilt do it }" demanded the other, m a manner to show that he 
doubted, while he hoped. 

A speaking gesture of assent was the answer, and then the form 
of the lad was seen gliding quietly £rom the room. 

Another instant and Miantonimoh appeared in the court. He 
walked Y^th the deliberation that one would have shown in 
moments of the most entire security. A hand was raised towards 
the loops, as if to betoken amity, and then dropping the limb, he 
moved with the same slow step into the verv centre of the area. 
Here the boy stood in the fullest glare of the conflagration, and 
turned his face deliberately on every side of him. The action 
showed that he wished to invite all eyes to examine his person. 
At this moment the yells ceased in the surrounding covers, pro- 
claiming alike the common feeling that was awakened by his ap- 
pearance, and the^ hazard that any other would have incurred by 
exposing himself in that fearful scene. When this act of exceed- 
ing confidence had been performed, the boy drew a pace nearer ta 
.the entrance of the block. 

'*Gomest thou in peace, or is this another device of Indian 
treachery?" demanded a voice, through an opening in the door left 
expressly for the purposes of parley. 

The boy raised the palm of one hand towards the speaker, 
while he laid the other with a gesture of confidence on his naked 
brea«t 

12 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



119 THB HEITHCOTES; OB, 

" Hast an^ht to offer in behalf of my idfe and babes? If gold 
'will buy their ransom, name thy price.' 

Miantonimoh was at no loss to comprehend the other's meaning. 
With the readiness of one whose faculties had been early schooled 
in the inventions of emergencies, he made a gesture that said even 
more than his figurative words, as he answered — 

** Can a woman of the Pale-faces pass through wood ? An Indian 
arrow is swifter than the foot of my mother.' 

•* Boy, I trust thee," returned the voice from within the loop. 
''If thou deoeivest beings so feeble and so innocent. Heaven wm 
remember the wrong[." 

Miantonimoh again made a sign to show that caution must be 
nsed, and then he retired with a step calm and measured as that 
used in his advance. Another pause to the shouts betrayed the 
interest of those whose fierce eyes watched his movements in the 
distance. 

When the young Indian had rejoined the party in the di^elling, 
he led them, without being observed by the lurking band that still 
hovered in the smoke of the surrounding buildings, to a spot that 
commanded a full view of their short but perilous route. At this 
moment the door of Hie block-house half opened, and was closed 
again. Still the stranger hesitated, for he saw how little was the 
chance that all should cross the court unharmed, and to pass it 
by repeated trials he knew to be impossible. 

" Boy," he said, " thou, who hast done thus much, may still do 
more. Ask mercy for these children, in some manner ^t may 
touch the hearts of thy people." 

Miantonimoh shook his head, and pointing to the ghastly corpse 
that lay in the court, he answered, coldly — 

" The red-man has tasted blood." 

•* Then must the desperate trial be done ! Think not of thy 
children, devoted and daring mother, but look only to thine own 
safety. This witless youth and I will charge ourselves with the 
care of the innocents." 

Ruth waved him away with her hand, pressing her mute and 
trembling daughter to her bosom, in a maimer to show that her re- 
solution was taken. The stranger yielded, and turning to Whittal, 
who stood near him, seemingly as much occupied in vacant admira- 
tion of the blazing piles as in any apprehension of his own personal 
danjrer, he bade him look to the safety of the remaining child. 
Moving in front himself, he was about to offer Ruth such protection 
as the case afforded, when a window in the rear of the house was 
dashed inward, announcing the entrance of the enemy, and the 
imminent danger that their flight would be intercepted. There 
was no time to lose, for it was now certain that only a single room 
separated them from their foes. The generous nature of Ruth was 
roused, and catching Martha from the arms of Whittal Ring, she 
endeavoured, by a desperate effort, in which feeling rather than 
any reasonable motive predominated, to envelope both the children 
in her robe. „ ■•. 

"I am with ye I whispered the agitated woman; "hush ye, 
hush ye, babes ! thy mother is nigh !" 
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The stranger was very differently employed. The instant the 
crash of glass was heard he rushed to the rear, and ho had abeady 
grappled with the savage so often named, and who acted as guide 
to a dozen fierce and yelBng followers. 

** To the block !" lihouted the steady soldier, while with a power- 
ful arm he held his enemy in the mroat of the narrow passage, 
stopping the approach of those in the rear by the body of his foe. 
" For the love of life and children, woman, to the block !" 

The summons ran^ frightfully in the ears of Ruth, but in that 
moment of extreme leopardy her^ presence of mind was lost. The 
ory was repeated, ana not tiU then did the bewildered mother catoh 
her daughter from the floor. With eyes still bent on the fierce 
struggle in her rear, she clasped the child to her heart and fled» 
calling on Whittal King to follow. The lad obeved* and ere she 
had half crossed the court, the stranger, still holding his savage 
shield between him and his enemies, was seen endeavouring to take 
the same direction. The whoops, the flight of arrows, ana the dis- 
charges of musketry that succeeded, proclaimed the whole extent 
of the danger. But fear had lent unnatural vigour to the limbs of 
Buth, and the gliding arrows themselves scarce sailed more swiftly 
through the heated air than she darted into the open door of the 
block. Whittal Ring was less successful. As he crossed the court, 
bearing the child entrusted to his care, an arrow pierced his flesh. 
Stung Dy the pain, the witless lad turned, in anger, to chide the 
hand that had inflicted the injury. 

"On, foolish bov!" cried the stranger, as he passed him, still 
msiking a target of the body of the savage that was writhing in hift 
grasp. " On, for thy life, and that of the babe !" 

The mandate came too late. The hand of an Indian was already 
on the innocent victim, and in the next instant the child was 
sweeping the air, while with a short yell the keen axe flourished 
above his head. A shot from the loops laid the monster dead in 
his tracks. The ^1 was instantly seized by anotiier hand, and as 
the captor with his prize darted unharmed into the dwelling, there 
arose m the block a common exclamation of the name of " Mian- 
touimoh !" Two more of the savages profited b y t he pause of 
horror that followed to la^ hands on the wounded Whittal and to 
drag him within the blazing building. At the same moment, the 
stranger oast the unresisting savage back upon the weapons of his 
oompanions. The bleeding and half-strangled Indian met the 
blows which had been aimed at the life of the soldier, and as he 
staggered and fell, his vigorous conqueror disappeared in the block. 
The door of the little citadel was instantly closed, and the savages, 
who rushed headlong against the entrance, heard the fitting of the 
bars which secured it against their attacks. The yell ot retreat 
was raised, and in the next instant the court was left to the posses- 
non of the dead. 
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CHAPTER XT. 



** — IMd heaven look on, 
And wonid not take their part i^— 

— Heaven rest them now !** 

MacbeA, 

"We will be thankful for this blessii^/' said Content, as he 
aided the half xmconscious Ruth to mount the ladder, yielding 
himself to a feeling; of nature that said little against his manhood. 
*' If we have lost one that we loved, God hath spared our own 
child." 

His breathless wife threw herself into a seat, and folding* the 
treasure to her bosom, she whispered rather than said aloud, " rroxa 
my soul, Heathcote, am I g^ratefiil !" 

'* Thou shieldest the babe ^m my sight," retnxiied the father, 
stooping to oonceal a tear that was stealing down his brown cheek, 
under a pretence of embracing the ohUd ; but, suddenly recoiUng, 
he added in alarm, " Ruth !" 

Startled by the tone in which her husband uttered her name, the 
mother threw aside the folds of her dress, which still concealed the 
^rl, and, stretching her out to the length of an arm, she saw that, 
in the hurry of the appalling scene, the children had been ex- 
changed, and that she had saved the life of Martha ! 

Notwithstanding the generous disposition of Ruth, it was impos- 
sible to repress the feeling of disappointment which came over her 
with the consciousness of the mistake. Nature at first had sway, 
and to a degree that was fearfully nowerful. 

** It is not our babe !" shrieked the mother, still holding the 
child at the length of her arm, and gazing at its iimocent ana ter- 
rified countenance with an expression that Martha had never yet 
seen gleaming from eyes that were, in common, so soft and so in- 
dcdgent. 

'* I am thine ! I am thine !" murmured the little trembler, strag- 
gling in vain to reach the bosom that had so long cherished her 
infancy. ** If not thine, whose am I ?" 

The gaze of Ruth was still wild, Ihe workings of her features 
hysterical. 

** Madam— Mrs. Heathcote— mother I" came timidly, and at in- 
tervals, from the lips of the orphan. Then the heart of Ruth 
relented. She clasped the daughter of her friend to her breast, 
and nature found a temporary relief in one of those frightful exhi- 
bitions of anguish which appear to threaten the dissolution of the 
link which connects the soul with the body. 

''Come, daughter of John Harding,' said Content, looking 
around him with the assumed composure of a chastened man, 
while natural regrat struggled hard at his heart. ** This has been 
God's pleasure ; it is meet that we kiss his parental hand. Let 
us be thankful," he added, with a quivering lip but steady eye, 
"that even this mercy hath been shown. Our babe is with the 
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Indian, but onr hopes are far beyond the reach of savage malig- 
nity. We have not * laid up treasure where moth and rust can 
corrupt, or where thieves may break in and steal.' It may be that 
the morning shall bring means of parley, and haply, opportunity 
of ransom." 

There was the glimmering of hope in this suggestion. The idea 
seemed to give a new direction to the thoughts of Kuth, and the 
change enabled the long habits of self-restraint to regain some- 
thing of their former ascendancy. The fountains of her tears 
became dry, and, after one short and terrible struggle, she was 
again enabled to appear composed. But at no time during the 
continuance of that fearful struggle was Kuth Heathcote again the 
«ame ready and useful agent of activity and order that she had 
been in the earlier events of the night. 

It is scarcely necessary to remind the reader that the brief burst 
of parental agony which has lust been related, escaped Content and 
his wife amid a scene in wnich the other actors were too much 
occupied by their exertions to note its exhibition. The fate of 
those in the block was too evidently approaching its close to allow 
of any interest in such an episode to the great tragedy of the mo- 
ment. 

The character of the contest had in some measure changed. 
There was no longer any immediate apprehension from the missiles 
of the assailants, though danger pressed upon the besieged in a 
new, and even in a more horrible aspect, if ow and then, indeed, 
an arrow quivered in the openings of the loops, and the blunt 
Dudley had once a narrow escape from the passage of a bullet, 
which, guided by chance, or aimed by a hand surer than common, 
glanced through one of the narrow slits, and would have termi- 
noted the history of the borderer, had not the head it obliquely 
encountered been too solid to yield even to such an assault. The 
attention of the garrison was chieiiy called to the imminent danger 
of the surrounding fire. Though the probability of such an emer- 
gency as that in which the family was now placed had certainly 
been foreseen, and in some degree guarded against, in the size of 
the area and in the construction of the block, yet it was found that 
the danger exceeded all former calculations. 

For the basement there was no reason to feel alarm. It was of 
fitone, and of a thickness and a material to put at defiance any 
artifices that their enemy might find time to practice. Even the 
two upper stories were comparatively safe, for they were composed 
of blocks so solid as to require time to heat them, and they were 
consequently as little liable to combustion as wood well could be* 
But the roof, like all of that, and, indeed, like most of the present, 
day in America,^ was composed of short inflammable shingles of 
pine. • The superior height of the tower was some little protection, 
but as the flames rose roaring above the buildings of the court, 
and waved in wide circuits around the heated area, the whole of 
the fragile covering of the block was often wrapped in folds of fire. 
The result may be anticinated. Content was first recalled from the 
bitterness of his parental regret by a cry, which passed among the 
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family, tbat the roof of their little citadel was in flames. One of 
the ordinary weUs of the hahitation was in the basement of the 
edifice, and it was fortunate that no precaution necessary to render 
it serviceable in an emergrency like that which was now arrived, 
had been neglected. A well-secured shaft of stone rose through 
the lower apartment into the u^per floor. Profiting by this happj 
precaution, the handmaidens of Ituth pUed the buckets with aili- 
gence, while the young men oast water freely on the roof, from the 
windows of the attic. The latter duty it may readily be supposed 
was not performed without hazard. Flights of arrows were con- 
stantly directed against the labourers, and more than one of the 
youths received greater or less injuries while exposed to their an- 
noyance. There were, indeed, a few minutes, durinp which it 
remained a question of crave interest how far the risk they ran 
was likely to be crownea with success. The excessive heat of so 
many fires, and the occasional contact with the flames, as they 
swept in eddies over the place, began to render it doubtful whether 
any human efibrts could long arrest the evil. Even the massive 
and moistened logs of the body of the work began to smoke, and it 
was found, by experiment, that the hand could rest but a moment 
on their surface. 

During this interval of deep suspense, all the men posted at the 
loops were called to aid in extinguishing the fire. Ilesistance was 
forgotten in the discharge of a duty that had become still more 
pressiug. Ruth herself was aroused by the nature of the alarm, 
and allnands and all minds were arduously occupied in a toil that 
diverted attention from incidents which had l^ss interest, because 
thev were teeming less witli instant destruction. Danger is known 
to lose its terrors by familiarity. The young borderers became 
reckless of their persons in the ardour of exertion, and as success 
began to crown tneir efforts, somethiag like the levity of happier 
moments got the better of their concern. Stolen and curious 
glances were thrown around a place that had so long been kept 
sacred to the secret uses of the Turitan, when it was found that 
the fiames were subdued, and that the present danger was averted. 
The light glared powerfully through several openings in the shingles, 
no less than through the windows, and everv eye was enabled to 
scan the contents of an apartment which all had longed, though, 
none had ever before presumed to enter. 

" The captain looketh well to the body," whispered Reuben Ring 
to one of his comrades as he wiped the effects of the toil from a 
8un-bumt brow. " Thou seest, Hiram, that there is good store of 
cheer." 

•* The buttery is not better stored I" returned the other, with the 
shrewdness ana ready observation of a borderman. " It is known 
that he never toucheth that which the cow yields, except as it 
comes from the creature, and here we find of the best tnat the 
Madam's dairy can yield !'* 

" Surely von buff jerkin is like to those worn by the idle cavaliers 
at home ! I think it be long since the captain hath ridden forth in 
fiuch a guise." 
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" That may be matter of ancient usage, for thou seesf he hath 
relics of the fashion of the English troopers in this bit of steel; it 
is like, he holdeth deep exercise over the vanities of his youth, 
while recalling the times in which they were worn." 

This conjecture appeared to satisfy the other, though it is pro- 
bable that a sight of a fresh store of bodily aliment, which was 
soon after exposed in order to gain access to the roof, might have 
led to some further inferences, had more time been given to con- 
jectures. But at this moment a new wail proceeded from the 
maidens who plied the bucketo beneath. 

" To the loops ! to the loops, or we are lost !" was a summons 
that admitted of no delay. Led by the stranger, the young men 
rushed below, where, in truth, they found a serious demand on all 
their activity and courage. 

The Indians were wanting in none of the sagacity which so re- 
markably distinguishes the warfare of this cunning race. The time 
spent by the family in arresting the flames had not been thrown 
away by the assailants. Profiting by the attention of those within 
to efforts that were literally of the last importance, they had found 
means to convev burning brands to the door of the block, against 
which they had piled a mass of blazing combustibles, that threat- 
ened shortly to open the way into the basement of the citadel itself. 
In order to mask this design, and to protect their approaches, the 
savages had succeeded in dragging Dundles of straw and other 
similar materials to the foot of the work, to which the fire soon com- 
municated, and which consequently served both to increase the 
actual danger of the building and to distract the attention of those 
by whom it was defended. Although the water that fell from the 
roof served to retard the progress of these flames, it contributed to 
produce the effect of all others that was most desired by the savages. 
The dense volumes of smoke that arose from the half-smothered tire, 
lirst apprised the females of the new danger which assailed them. 
When Content and the stranger reached the principal floor of their 
citadel, it required some little time, and no small degree of cool- 
ness, to comprehend the situation in which they were now placed. 
The vapour that rolled upward from the wet straw and hay had 
already penetrated into the apartment, and it was with no slight 
difficulty that they who occupied it were enabled to distinguish 
objects, or even to breathe. 

"Here is a matter to exercise our utmost fortitude," said the 
stranger to his constant companion. "We must look to this new 
device, or we come to the fate of death by fire. Summon the 
stoutest-hearted of thy youths, and I will lead them to a sortie, ere 
the evil get past a remedy." 

"That were certain victory to the heathen. Thouhearest, by 
their yells, that 'tis no small band of scouters who beleaguer us; a 
tribe nath sent forth its chosen warriors to do their wickedness. 
Better is ij; that we bestir ourselves to drive them from our door, and 
to prevent the furUier annoyance of this cloud, since, to issue 
from the blook at this moment, would be to offer our heads to 
the tomahawk, and to ask mercy is as vain as to hope to move the 
rock with tears." 
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" And m vhat maimer may we do tiuB needful servioe ^" 

*'OiiT muskets will still command the entrance, by means of 
tliese downward loops, and water may be yet applied throngrh the 
same openings. Thought hath been had oi this danger, in the dis- 
position of the place." 

"Then, of Heaven's mercy! delay not the effort." 

The necessary measures were taken instantly. Eben Dudley 
appHed the muzzle of his piece to a loop, and discharged it down- 
ward, in the direction of the endangered door. But aim was impos- 
sible in the obscurity, and his want of success was proclaimed by a 
taunting diout of triumph* Then followed a flood of water, which, 
however, was scarcely of more service, since the savages had fore- 
seen its use, and had made a provision against its effects bv placing 
boards, and such vessels as tney found scattered among the build- 
ings, above the fire, in a manner to prevent most of the fluid from. 
reaching its aim. 

"Come hither with thy musket, Heuben Ring," said Content, 
hurriedly ; " the wind stirreth the smoke here ; the savages still 
heap fuel against the wall." 

Tne borderer complied. There were, in fact, moments when dark 
human forms were to be seen, gliding in silence around the build- 
ing, though the density of the vapour rendered the forms indistinct 
and their movements doubtful. With a cool and practised eye, the 
youth sought a victim ; but as he discharged his musket an object 
glanced near his own visage, as though the bullet had recoiled on 
him who had ffiven it a very different mission. Stepping backward 
a little hurriedly, he saw the stranger pointing through the smoke 
at an arrow which still quivered in the floor above them. 

" We cannot long abide these assaults," the soldier muttered ; 
" something must be speedily devised* or we fall." 

His words ceased ; for a yell that appeared to lift the floor on 
which he stood, announced the destruction of the door, and the 
presence of the savaores in the basement of the tower. Both parties 
appeared momentarily confounded at this unexpected success, for 
while the one stood mute with astonishment and dread, the other 
did little more than triumph. But this inaction soon ended. The 
conflict was resumed, though the efforts of the assailants begran to 
iCssume the confidence of victory, while, on the part of the besieged, 
they partook fearfully of the aspect of despair. 

A rew muskets were discharged, both from below and above, at 
the intermediate floor, but the thickness of the planks prevented 
the bullets from doing injury. Then commenced a struggle in 
which the respective qualities of the combatants were exhibited in 
a singularly charactenstic manner. "While the Indians improved 
their advantages beneath, with all the arts known to savage war- 
fare, the young men resisted with that wonderful aptitude of ex- 
pedient and readiness of execution, which distinguish the American 
borderer. 

The first attempt of the assailants was to bum the floor of the 
lower apaitment. In order to effect this, they threw vast piles of 
straw into the basement. But ere the brand was applied, water 
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had reduced the inflammable material to a black and murky pile. 
Still the smoke bad nearly effected a conquest which the fire itself 
had failed to achieve. So suffocating, indeed, were the clouds of 
vapour which ascended through the crevices, that the fem^es were 
compelled to seek a refuge in the attic. Here the openings in tiie 
roof, and a swift current of air, relieved them, in some degree, ^m 
its annoyance. 

When it was found that the command of the well afforded the 
besiesred the means of protecting the wood-work of the interior, 
an effort was made to cut off the communication with the water, by 
forcing a passage into the circular stoi^ shaft through which it 
was drawn into the room above. This attempt was debated by the 
Teadiness of the youths, who soon out holes in the floor, whence 
they sent down certain death on all beneath. Perhaps no part ot 
the assault was more obstinate than that which accompanied this 
effort, nor did either assailants or assailed at any time during its 
continuance suffer greater personal injurv. After a long and nerce 
struggle the resistance was effectual, ana the savages had recoursa 
to now sdiemes in order to effect their ruthless object.^ 

During the first moments of their entrance, and with a view to 
reap the fruits of the victory when the garrison should be more 
effectually subdued, most of the furniture of the dwelling had been 
scattered oy the conquerors on the side of the hill. Among other 
articles, some six or seven beds had been dragged from the dormi- 
tories. These were now brought into play, as powerfd instru- 
ments in the assault. They were cast, one by one, on the stiK 
burning, though smothered flames, in Ihe basement of the block, 
whence they sent up a cloud of their intolerable effluvia. At this 
tryine moment, the appalling cry was heard in the block, that the 
well had failed! The buckets ascended as empty as they went 
down, and they were thrown aside as no longer usefoL The 
savages seemea to comprehend their advantage, for they profited 
by the confusion that succeeded amoiur the assailed, to feed the 
slumbering fires. The flames kindled fiercely, and in less than a 
minute they became too violent to be subdued. They were soon 
seen plaving on the planks of the floor above. The subtle element 
flashed from ^int to point, and it was not long ere it was stealing 
up the outer side of the heated block itself. 

The savages now knew that conquest was sure. Yells and 
whooping proclaimed the fierce delight with which they witnessed 
the certainty of their victory. Still there was something porten- 
tous in the death-like silence with which the victims within the 
block awaited their fate. The whole exterior of the building was 
already wrapped in flames, and yet no show 6f further resistance, 
no petition for mercy, issued from its bosom. The unnatural and 
frightful stillness that reigned within was gradually communicated 
to those without. The ones and shouts of triumph ceased, and the 
crackling of the flames, or the falling of timber in the adjoining 
bmldings, alone disturbed the awful calm. At length a solitary 
voice was heard in the block. Its tones were deep, solemn, and 
imploring. The fierce beings who surrounded the glowing pile 
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bent forward to listen, for their quick faculties caught the first 
sounds that were audible. It was Mark Heathcote pouring: out his 
spirit in prayer. The petition was fervent, but steady, ana though 
uttered in words that were unintelligible to those without, they 
knew enough of the practices of the colonists to be aware that it 
was the chief of the pale-faces holding communion with his God. 
Partly in awe, and partly in doubt of what might be the conse- 
q[uences of so mysterious an asking, the dark crowd withdrew to a 
little distance, and silently watched the progress of the destruction. 
They had heard strange sayings of the power of the Deity of their 
invaders, and as their victims appeared suddenly to cease using 
any of the known means o'f safetj;, they appeared to expect — per- 
haps they did expect — some unequivocal manifestation of the power 
of tho Great Spirit of the stranger. 

Still no sign of pity, no relenting &om the ruthless barbarity of 
their warfare, escaped any of the assailants. If they thought at all 
of the temporal fate of those who might still exist within the iier;^ 
pile, it was onhr to indulge in some passing regret, that the obsti- 
nacy of the defence had deprived them of the glory of bearing the 
usual bloody tokens of victory in triumph to their villages. But 
even these peculiar and deeply-rooted feelings were forgotten, as 
the process of the flames placed the hope of its indulgence beyond 
allpossibility. 

Tne roof of the block re-kindled, and by the light that shone 
through the loops, it was but too evident the interior was in a blaze. 
Once or twice smothered sounds came out of the place, as if sup- 
pressed shrieks were escaping the females ; but they ceased so sud- 
denly, as to leave doubts among the auditors, whether it were 
more than the deception of their own excited fancies. The savages 
had witnessed many a similar scene of human suflEering, but never 
one before in which death was met by so unmoved a calmness. The 
serenity that reigned in the blazing block communicated to them a 
feeling of awe, and when the pile came a tumbling and blackened 
mass of ruins to the earth, they avoided the place, like men that 
dreaded the yengeanoe of a Dei^, who knew how to infuse so deep 
a sentiment of resignation in the breasts of his worshippers. 

Though the yells of victory were again heard in the valley that 
night, and though the sun had arisen before the conquerors deserted 
the hill, but few of the band found resolution to approach the 
smouldering pile, where they had witnessed so impressive an exhi- 
bition of Cnristian fortitude. The few that did draw near, stood 
around the spot rather in the reverence with which an Indian visits 
the graves oi the just, than in the fierce rejoicings with which he is 
known to glut his revenge over a fallen enemy. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

" What are theae, 
So withered, and so wild in their attire; 
That look not like the inhabitants of earth» 
And yet areont?'* 

Miubeth. 

That sternness of tlie season which has already been mentioned in 
these pa^es, is never of long continuance in the month of April. A 
change in the wind had been noted by the banters, even before 
they retired from their range among the hills, and though too 
seriously occupied to pay close attention to the progress of the thaw, 
more than one of the young men had found occasion to remark that 
the final breaking up of the winter had arrived. Long ere the 
scene of the preceding chapter reached its height, the southern 
winds had mingled with the heat of the conflagration. Warm airs 
that had been following the course of the Gulf Stream were driven 
to the land, and sweeping over the narrow island, that at this point 
forms the advanced work of the continent, but a few short hours 
had passed before they destroyed every chilling remnant of the 
dominion of winter. Warm, bland, ana rushing in torrents, the 
subde currents penetrated the forests, melted the snows from the 
fields, and as all alike felt the genial influence, it appeared to 
bestow a renovated existence on man and beast. Witn morning 
therefore, a landscape very different from that last placed before 
the mind of the reader, presented itself in the valley of the Wish- 
Ton- Wish. 

The wintei^ had entirely disappeared, and as the buds had begun 
to swell under the occasional warmth of the spring, one ignorant of 
the past would not have supposed that the advance of the season 
had oeen subject to so stern an interruption. But the principal and 
most melancholy change was in the more artificial parts of the 
view. Instead of those simple and happy habitations which had 
crowned the little eminence, there remained only a mass of black- 
ened and charred ruifis. A few abused and half destroyed articles 
of household furniture lay scattered on the sides of the hill, and 
here and there a dozen palisadoes, favoured by some accidental 
cause, had i)artially escaped the flames. Eight or ten massive and 
dreary-looking stacks of chimneys rose out of the smoking piles. 
In the centre of the desolation was the stone basement of the block- 
house, on which still stood a few gloomy masses of the timber 
resembling coal. The naked and unsupported shaft of the well 
reared its circular piUar from the centre, looking like a dark monu- 
ment of the past. The wide ruin of the out-buildings blackened 
one side of tne clearing, and in different places, the fences, like 
radii diverging from the common centre of destruction, had led off 
the flames into the fields. A few domestic animals ruminated 
in the background, and even the feathered inhabitants of the 
barns still kept aloof, as if warned by their instinct that danger 
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lurked aroimd the site of their ancient abodes. In all other respects 
the view was cahn and lovely as ever. The sun shone from a sky 
in which no cloud was visible. The blandness of the winds, and 
the brightness of the heavens, lent an air of animation to even the 
leafless forest, and the white vapour that continued to rise from the 
smouldering piles, floated high over the hills, as the peaceful smoke 
of the cottage curls above its roof. 

The ruthless band which had occasioned this sudden change was 
already far on the way to its villages, or haply it sought some other 
scene of blood. A skilful eye might have traced the route these 
fierce creatures of the woods had taken, by fences hurled from their 
places, or by the carcass of some animal that had fallen in the 
wantonness of victory beneath a parting blow. Of all these wild 
beings one only remained ; and he appeared to linger at the spot in 
the indulgence of feelings that were f 
had so recently stirred the bosoms of ] 

It was with a slow, noiseless step th 
about the scene of destruction. He w 
thoughtful air, among the ruins of tl 
the quadrangle, and men, seemingly 
of those who had so miserably perishet 
its centre. The nicest and most atte 
tected the fall of his foot, as the India 
circle of the ruined wall, nor is the 
audible than the maimer in which he 
in a place so lately consecrated by th 
Christian family. It was the boy ( 
some melancholy memorial of those wi 
in amity, if not m confidence. 

One skilled in the history of savage passions might have found a 
clue to the workings of the mind of the youth, in thfe nlay of his 
speaking features. As his dark glittering eye rolled over the 
smouldering fragments, it seemed to search Keenly for some vestige 
of the human form. The element, however, haa done its work too 
greedily to have 1^ many visible memorials of its fury. An object 
resembling that he sought, however, caught his glance, and, step- 
)ing lightly to the spot where it lay, he raised the bone of a power- 
ful arm firom the brands. The flashing of his eye, as it lighted on 
this sad object, was wild and exulting, like that of the savage when 
he first feels the fierce joy of glutted vengeance ; but gentler recol- 
lections came with the gaze, and kinder feelings evidently usurped 
the place of the hatred he had been taught to bear a race who were 
so fast sweeping his people from the earth. The relic fell from his 
hand; and, nad Ruth been there to witness the melancholy and re- 
lenting shade that clouded his swarthy features, she might have 
found pleasure in the certainty that all her kindness had not been 
wasted. 

Kegret soon gave place to awe. To the imagination of the Indian, 
it seemed as if a stiU voice, like that wMch is believed to issue from 
the grave, was heard in the place. Bending his body forward, he 
listened with the intensity and acuteness of a savage. He thought 
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the smothered tones of Mark Heathcote were again audible, hold- 
ing communion with his Qod. The chisel of the Grecian would 
have loved to delineate the attitudes and movements of the wonder- 
ing boy, as he slowly and reverently withdrew from the spot. His 
look was riveted on the vacancy where the upper apartments of the 
block had stood, and where he nad last seen the family, calling, in 
their extremity, on their Deity for aid. Ima^;ination still painted 
the victims, in their burning pile. For, a nunute longer, during 
which brief space the young Indian probably expected to see some 
vision of the pale faces, did he linger near ; and then, with a 
musing air and softened mind, he trod lightly along the path which 
led on the trail of his people. When his active form reached the 
boundary of the forest, he again paused, and taking a final gaze at 
the place where fortune had made him a witness of so much domestie 
peace and of so much sudden misery, his form was quickly swal- 
lowed in the gloom of his native woods. 

The work of the savages now seemed complete. An effectual 
check appeared to be placed on the further progress of civilization 
in the ill-fated valley of the Wish-Ton- Wish. Had nature been 
left to its own work, a few years would have covered the deserted 
clearing with its ancient vegetation; and half a century would 
have again buried the whole of its quiet glades in the shadows of 
the forest. But it was otherwise decreed. 

The sun had reached the meridian, and the hostile band had been 
gone some hours before aught occurred likely to effect this seeming 
decision of Providence. To one acquainted with the recent horrors, 
the breathing of the airs over the ruins might have passed for the 
whisperings of departed spirits. In short, it appeared as if the 
silence of the wilderness had once more resumed its reign, when it 
was suddenly though slightly interrupted. A movement was made 
within the ruins of the block. It sounded as if billets of wood were 
gradually and cautiously displaced, and tiien a human head was 
reared slowly, and with marked suspicion, above the shaft of the 
well. The wild and unearthly air of this seeming spectre was in 
keeping with the rest of the scene. A face begrimed with smoke 
andT stained with blood, a head bound in some fragment of a 
soiled dress, and eyes that were glaring in a species of dull horror, 
were objects in unison with all theoth^ frightful accessories of the 
place. 

"What seest thou?" demanded a deep voice from within the 
walls of the shaft. " Shall we again come to our weapons, or have 
the agents of Moloch departed? Bpeak, entranced youth ; what 
dost behold ?" 

** A sight to make a wolf weep !" returned Eben Dudley, raising 
his large frame, so as to stand erect on the shaft, where he com- 
manded a bird's eye view of most of the desolation of the valley. 
" Evil though it be, we may not say that forewarning signs have 
been withheld. But what is the cunningest man when mortal wis- 
dom is weighed in the scale against the craft of devils ! Come 
forth : Belial hath done his worsL and we have a breatiiing time." 

The sounds which issued still deeper from ^e well* denoted the 
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satisfaction with which this intelligence was received, no less than, 
the alacrity with which the summons of the horderer was obeyed. 
Sundry blocks of wood and short pieces of plank were first passed 
with care up to the hands of Dudley, who cast them like useless 
lumber among the other ruins of the building. He then descended 
from his percn and made room for others to follow. 

The stranger next arose. After him came Content, the Puritan, 
Reuben Ring, and in short all the youths, with the exception of 
those who had unhappily fallen in the contest. After these had 
mounted, and each in turn had leaped to the ground, a very brief 
preparation served for the liberation of the more feeble of body. 
The readiness of border skill soon suflficed to arrange the necessary 
means. By the aid of chains and buckets, Ruth and the little 
Martha, Faith and all of the handmaidens, without even one excep- 
tion, were successively drawn from the bowels of the earth, and 
restored to the li^ht of day. It is scarcely necessary to say to 
those whom experience has best fitted to judge of such an achieve- 
ment, that no great time or labour was necessary for its accom- 
plishment. 

It is not our intention to harass the feelings of the reader 
further than is required by a simple narrative of the incidents of 
the legend. We shall therefore say nothing of the bodily pain, or 
of the mental alarm by which this ingenious retreat from the 
flames and the tomahawk had been effected. The suffering was 
chiefly confined to apprehension, for as the descent was easy, so had 
the readiness and ingenuity of the young men found means, by the 
aid of articles of furniture first cast into the shaft, and by well 
secured fra^ents of the floors properly placed across, both to 
render the situation of the females ajid children less painful than 
might at first be supposed, and effectually to protect them from the 
tumbling block. But little of the latter, however, was likely to 
affect their safety, as the form of the building was in itself a suffi- 
cient security against the fall of its heavier parts. 

The meeting of the family amid the desolation of the valley, 
though relieved by the consciousness of having escaped, a more 
shocking fate, may easily be imagined. The first act was to render 
brief but solemn thanks for their deliverance, and then, with the 
promptitude of people trained in hardship, their attention was 
given to tiiose measures which prudence told them were yet 
necessary. 

A few of the more active and experienced of the youths were 
despatched, in order to ascertain the direction taken by the Indians, 
and to gain what intelligence they might concerning their future 
movements. The maidens hastened to collect the kine, while 
others searched with heavy hearts among the ruins, in quest of 
such articles of food and comfort as could be found, in order to 
administer to the first wants of nature. 

Two hours had effected most of that which could immediately be 
done in these several pursuits. The young men returned with the 
assurance that the trails announced the certain and final retreat of 
the savages. The cows had yielded their tribute, and such provi- 
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fiion had been made against hunger as circumstances Tiv^ould allow. 
The arms had been examined, and put, as far as the injuries they 
had received would admit, in readiness for instant service. A few- 
hasty preparations had been made in order to protect the females 
against the cool airs of the coming night, and in short all was done, 
that the intelligence of a borderman could suggest, or his exceed- 
ing readiness in expedients could in so brief a space supply. 

The sun began to fall towards the tops of the beeches that 
crowned the western outline of the view, before all these necessary 
arrangements were ended. It was not till then, however, that 
Beuben Ring, accompanied by another youth of equal activity and 
courage, appeared befoj^ the Puritan, equipped as well as men in 
their situation might be for a journey through the forest. 

** Go,*' said the old religionist, when the youths presented them- 
selves before him; ** go ; carry forth the tidings of this visitation, 
that men come to our succour. I ask not vengeance on the deluded 
and heathenish imitators of the worshippers of Moloch. They have 
ignorantly done this evil. Let no man arm in behalf of the wrongs 
of one sinful and erring. Bather let them look into the secret 
abominations of their own hearts, in order that they crush the living 
wonn, which by gnawing on the seeds of a healthful hope may yet 
destroy the fruits of the promise in their own souls. I would that 
there be profit in this example of Divine displeasure. Go ,* make 
the circuit of the settlements for some fifty miles, and bid such of 
the neighbours as may be spared come to our aid. They shall be 
welcome ; and may it be long ere any of them send mvitation 
to me or mine to enter their clearings on the like melancholy duty. 
Depart, and bear in mind that you are messengers of peace : that 
your enand toucheth not the feelings of vengeance, but that it is 
succour in all fitting reason, and no arming of the hand to chase the 
savage to his retreats that I ask of the brethren." 

With this final admonition, the young men took flieir leaves. 
Still it was evident by their frowning brows and compressed lips, 
that some part of its forgiving principle might be forgotten, should 
chance in their journey bring them on the trail of any wandering 
inhabitant of the forest. In a few minutes they were seen passing 
with swift steps from the fields into the depths of the forest, along 
that path which led to the towns that lay lower on the Con- 
necticut. 

Another task still remained to be performed. In making the 
temporary arrangements for the shelter of the family, attention 
had been first paid to the block-house. The walls of the basement 
of this building were still standing, and it was found easy, by 
means of half-burnt timbers, with an occasioned board that had 
escaped the confia^tion, to cover it, in a manner that ofiered,a 
temporary protection against the weather. This simple and hasty 
construction, with an extremely inartificial office erected around, 
the stack of a chininey, embraced nearly all that could be done, 
until time and assistance should enable them to commence other 
dwellings. In clearing the ruins of the little tower of its rubbish, 
the remains of those who had perished in the fray were piously 
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Oollected. The body of the vouih who bad died in the earlier 
hours of the attack waa found, but half conaumed, in the ooiir^ 
and the bonea of two more who fell within the block were collected 
from among the ruins. It had now become a melancholy duty to 
eonsign them all to the earth, with decent aolemnity. 
• The time selected for this aad office waa just as the weatem 
horizon began to glow, with that which one of our own poets 
has so beautifully termed, "the pomp that brings and abuts 
the day." The sun waa in the tree-tops, and a softer or sweeter 
light could not have been chosen for such a ceremony. Moiit of 
the fields still lav in the soft brightness of the hour, though the 
jfarest was rapidly getting the more obsqnre look of night. A. 
broad and gloomy margin waa spreading from the boundary of the 
woods, and here and there a solitary tree cast its shadow on the 
meadows without its limits, throwing a dxtk ragged line, in bold 
relief, on the glow of the sun's rays. One, it was uie dusky ima^ 
of a hi&rh and waving pine, that reared its dark green pyramid of 
never fading foliage nearly a hundred feet above the humbler 
growth of beeohes, cast its shade to the side of the eminence o£ 
the block. Here the pointed extremity of the shadow was seen« 
stealing slowly towarda the open grave, an emblem of that obliyion 
in whioh its humble tenants were so shortly to be wrapped. 

At this spot Mark Heathoote and his remaining companions had 
assembled. An oaken chair, saved from the flames, waa the seat of 
the father, and two parallel benches, formed of planks placed on 
stones, held the other members of the family. The grave lay 
between. The patriarch had taken his station ftt one <» its ends, 
while the stranger, so often named in these pages, stood with folded 
arms and a thoughtful brow at the other. The bridle of a horse, 
oaparisoned in that imperfect manner which the straitened means 
of the borderers now rendered necessary, was hanging £com one of 
the half^bunt paHsadoes, in the back ground. 

"A just but a merciful hand hath been laid heavily on my 
household ;" commenced the old Puritan, with the calmness of one 
who had long been aceustomed to ohasten his regreta by humility* 
^* He that hath given freely, hath taken awa^ ; and one, that hath 
long smiled upon my weakness, hath now veiled his face in anger, 
I have known him in his power to bless ; it was meet that I should 
see him in his displeasure. A heart that was waxing coniident 
would have hardened in its pride. At that which hath befallen 
bt no man murmur. Let none imitate the speech of her who spoke 
foolishly. * What, shall we receive good at the hand of God, and 
shall we not receive evil ?' I would that the feeble minded of the 
world, they that Jeopard the soul on yanities, ^ey that look with 
scorn on the needEiess of the flesh, might behold the riches of one 
steadfast. I would that they might know the consolation of the 
righteous I Let the voice of thanksgiving bo heard in the wilder* 
ness. Open thy mouths in praise, that the gratitude of a penitent 
he not hid i" 

As the deep tones of the speaker ceased, his stem eye fell upon 
itiefntaies of the neaiest youth, and it seemed to deinaad an 
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Audible response to his own lofty expression of resignation. But 
the sacrifice exceeded the power of the individaal to whom had 
been made this silent, but intelligible, appeal. After regarding 
the relics that lav at his feet, casting a wandering glance at the 
desolation which had swept oyer a place his own hand had helped 
to decorate, and receiving a renewed conscionsness of his own 
bodily suffering in the shooting pain of his wounds, the young 
borderer averted his look, aad seemed to recoil from so offtciooa 
a display of submission. Observing his inability to reply, Mark 
continued. 

** Hath no one a voice to praise the Lord ? The bands of the 
heathen have fallen upon my herds ; the brand hath been kindled 
within my dwellinffs ; my people have died by the violence of the 
unenlightened, and none are here to say that the Lord is just ! I 
would that the shouts of thanksgiving should arise in my fields ! 
I would that the song of praise should grow louder than the whoop 
of the savage, and that all the land might speak joyfulness I" 

A lon^, deep, and expecting pause succeeded. Then Content re» 
joined m his quiet tones, speaking firmly but with thie modest 
utterance he rarely failed to use. 

" The hand that hath held the balance is just," he said, *' and we 
have been found wanting. He that made the wilderness blossom 
hath caused the ignorant and the barbarous to be the instruments 
of his will. He hath arrested the season of our prosperity, that we 
may know he is the Lord. He hath spoken in the w^hirlwind, but 
his mercy granteth that our ears shall know his voice." 

As his son ceased, a gleam of satisfaction shot across the oonnte* 
nance of the Puritan. ' His eye next turned inquiringly towards 
Buth, who sate among her maidens the image of womanly sorrow. 
Common interest seemed to still the breathing of the little as* 
aembly, and sympathy was quite as active as curiosity, when each 
one present suffered a g^lance to steal towards her benignant but 
pallia face. The eye of the mother was gazing earnestly, but 
without a tear, on the melancholy spectacle before her. It uncon- 
Bciously sought among the dried and shrivelled remnants of mor* 
tality that lay at her feet, some relic of the cherub she had lost, 
A shudder and struggle followed, after which her gentle voice 
breathed so low, that those nearest her person oould scarce dis- 
tinguish the words, — 

'* The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be his 
holy name !" 

**Now know I that he who hath smote me is merciful, for he 
chasteneth them he loveth,'* said Mark Heathcote, rising with 
dignity to address his household. " Our life is a life of pride. The 
young are wont to wax insolent, while he of many years saith to 
his own heart, * it is good to be here.' There is a fearful mystery 
in One who sitteth on high. The heavens are his throne, and he 
hath created the earth for his foot-stool. ^ Let not the vanity of the 
weak of mind presume to understand it, for * who that hath the 
breath of life, lived before the hills !' The bonds of the evil one, 
of Satan, and of the sons of Belial have been loosened, that tbe 
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faith of the elect may be purified, that the names of those Tnitten 
siiice the fouiidations of the earth ivere laid, may be read in letters 
of pnre gold. The time of man is but a moment in the reckoning 
of him whose life is eternity ; earth the habitation of a season ! 
The bones of the bold, of the vonthfdl, and of the strone of yester- 
day, lie at our feet. None know what an hour may bring forth. 
In a single night, mj children, hath this been done. They whose 
Toices were heard in my halls are now speechless, and thev who 
80 lately rejoiced are sorrowing. Yet hath this seeming evil been 
ordered that good may come thereof. We are dwellers in a wild 
and distant land," he continued, insensibly permitting his thoughts 
to incline towards the more mournful details of their affliction, 
•* our earthly home is afiir offl Hither have we been led by the 
flaming pillar of truth, and yet the malice of the persecutors hath 
not forgotten to follow. One houseless and sought, like the hunted 
deer, is again driven to flee. We have the canopy of the stars for 
a roof; none may tarry longer to worship secretly within our walls. 
But the oath oi the faithful, though full of thorns, leadeth to 

?uiet, ana the final rest of the Just man can never know alarm, 
[e that hath borne hunger, and thirst, and the pains of the flesh, 
for the sake of truth, knoweth how to be satisfied; nor will the 
hours of bodily suflering be accounted weary to him whose goal is 
the peace of the righteous." The strong lineaments of the stranger 
grew even more than usuallv austere, and, as the Puritan con- 
tinued, the hand which rested on the handle of a pistol grasped 
the weapon until the fingers seemed imbedded in tne wood. He 
bowed, however, as if to acknowledge the personal allusion, and 
remained silent. '* If any mourn the early ^ death of those who 
have rendered up their being, strug^>ling, as it may be permitted, 
in behalf of life and dwelling," contmued Mark Heathcote, regard- 
ing a female near him, " let her remember, that from the beginning 
of the world were his days numbered, and that not a sparrow falletE 
without answering the ends of wisdom.^ Bather let the fulfilment 
of thing[s remind us of the vanity of life, that we way learn how 
easy it is to become immortal. If the youth hath been cut down, 
seemingly like unripened grass, he hath fallen by the sickle of one 
who knoweth best when to benn the in-gathenng of the harvest 
to his eternal gamers. Thougn a spirit Dound unto his, as one 
feeble is wont to lean on the strength of man, mourn over his fall, 
let her sorrow be mingled with rejoicing." A convulsive sob broke 
out of the bosom of the hand-maiden who was known to have been 
affianced to one of the dead, and for a moment the address of Mark 
was interrupted. But when silence again ensued, he continued, 
the subject leading him, by a transition that was natural, to allude 
to his own sorrows. " Death hath been no stranger in mv habita- 
tion," he said. " His shaft fell heaviest when it struck ner, who, 
like those that have here fallen, was in the pride of her youth, and 
when her soul was glad with the first joy of the birth of a man- 
ohild. Thou, who sittest on hieh l" ne added, turning a glazed 
and tearless eye to heaven ; " thou knowest how heavy was that 
Ji)low, and thou hast vnritten down the strivings of an oppressed 
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Bonl. The burden was not found too heavy for endurance. The 
sacrifice hath not suflSced ; the world was again getting uppermost 
in my heart. Thou didst bestow an image of that innocence and 
loyeliness that dwelleth in the skies, and this hast thou taken 
away that we might know thy power. To this judgment we bow. 
If thou hast called our child to the mansions of bliss, she is wholly 
thine, and we presume not to complain; but if thou hast still left 
her to wander further in the t)ilgrimage of life, we confide in thy 
goodness. She is of a long-suffering race, and thou wilt not desert 
her to the blindness of the heathen. She is thine, she is wholly 
thine. King of Heaven ! and yet hast thou permitted our hearts to 
yearn towards her with the fondness of earthly love. We await 
Bome further manifestation of thy will, that we may know whether 
the fountains of our affection shall be dried in the certainty of hep 
blessedness " (scalding tears were rolling down the cheeks of the 

Sallid and immoveable mother) "or whether hope, nay, whether 
uty to thee caUeth for the interference of those bound to her in. 
the tenderness of the flesh. When the blow was heaviest onthe 
bruised spirit of a lone and solit&ry wanderer in a strange and 
savage land, he held not back the offspring it was thy will to grant 
him in the place of her called to thyself; and now that child 
hath become a man, he too layeth, like Abraham of old, the infant 
of his love a willing offering at thy feet. Do with it as to thy 
never-failing wisdom seemeth best." — ^The words were interrunted 
by a heavy groan that burst from the chest of Content. A deep 
silence ensued, but when the assembly ventured to throw looks of 
S3rmpathy and awe at the bereaved father, they saw that he had 
arisen and stood gazing steadily at the speaker, as if he wondered, 
equally with the others, whence such a sound of suffering could 
have come. The Puritan renewed the subject, but his voice fal- 
tered, and for an instant, as he proceeded, his hearers were op* 
pressed with the spectacle of an aged and dignified man shaken 
with grief. Conscious of his weakness, the old man ceased speak- 
ing in exhortation and addressed himself to prayer. While thus 
.engaged his tones a^ain became clear. Arm, and distinct* and the 
petition was ended in the midst of a deep and holy calm. 

With the performance of this preliminary office the simple cere- 
mony was brought to its close. The remains were lowered, in solemn 
silence, into the grav^, and the earth was soon replaced by the 
young men. Mark Heathoote then invoked aloud the blessiiia of 
God on his household, and bowing in person, as he had before done 
in spirit, to the will of heaven, he motioned to the family to with- 
draw. * 

The interview that succeeded was over the resting place of the 
dead. The hand of the stranger was flrmly clenched in that of the 
Puritan, and the stem self-command of both appeared to give way, 
before the regrets of a friendship that had endured through so many 
tryinff scenes. 

" Thou knowest that I may not tarry," said the former, as if he 
replied to some expressed wish of his companion. " They would 
make me a sacrifice to the Moloch of their vanities, and yet would 
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I fain abide, mitil the weight of this heavy blow may be forgotten. 
I found thee in peace, and I quit thee in the depths of suffering !" 

*' Thou distmstest me, or thou dost injustice to thine own belief,'^ 
interrupted the Puritan with a smile, that shone on his haggard 
and austere yisaee as the rays of the setting sun light a wintry 
oloud. " Seemed I happier when this hand placed that of a loved 
bride into mine own than thou now seest me in this wilderness, 
houseless, stripped of my wealth, and— God forgive the ingratitude I 
but I had almost said, childless? No, indeed, thou mayest not 
tarry, for the bloodhounds of tyranny will be on their scent ; here is 
•belter no longer." 

The eyes of both turned, by a common and melancholy feeling, 
towards the ruin of the block. The stranger then pressed the hand 
of his Mend in both his own, and said, in a struggling voice — 

" Mark Heathcote, adieu; he that had a roof for the persecuted 
wanderer shall not long be houseless; neither shall the resigned 
for ever know sorrow." 

His words sounded in the ears of his comimnion like the revela- 
tion of a prophecy. They again pressed their hands together, and 
regarding each other with looks in which kindness could not be 
altogether smothered by the repulsive character of aik acquired air» 
the^ parted. Hie Puritan slowly took his way to the dreary shelter 
which covered his family; while the stranger was shortly after seen 
urging the beast he had mounted across the pastures of the valley 
towards one of the most retired paths of the wilderness. 



CHAPTEE XVn. 

f< Together towards the Tillage then we walked. 
And of old friends and places much we talked, 
▲nd who had died, who left them would he tell ; 
And who still in their fathei's mansion dwell.*' 

We leave the imagination of the reader to supply an interval oi^ 
several years. Before the thread of the narrative shall be resumed 
it will be necessary to take another hasty view of the condition of 
the country in which the scene of our legend had plaee. 

The exertions of the provincials were no loneer limited to Ijie 
first efforts of a colonial existence. The establishments of ISeW 
England had passed the ordeal of experiment, and were become 
'perman6lnt. Massachusetts was already populous^ and Connectiout» 
the colony with which we have more immediate connexion, was 
sufficiently peopled to manifest a portion of that enterprise which 
has since made her active little community so remarkable. The 
effects of these increased exertions were becoming extensively 
visible; and we shall endeavour to set one of these changes, 09 
distinctly as our feeble powers will allow, before the eyes of those 
who read these pages. ^ . ^ . , , 

When Qompftxedintb the pxogreis of society in the other hemi* 
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Bpliere, ibe oondilion of what is called in America a new settlement 
becomes anomaloas. There the arts of life have been the fruits of 
an intelligence that has pro^eselTely aooumulated with the advance* 
ment of civilization ; while here improvement is, in a great degree, 
the consequence of experience elsewhere ac<iuired. Necessity, 
prompted by an understandinfi^ of its wants, incited by a commend- 
Able spirit of emulation, ana encouraged by liberty, early gave 
birth to those improvements, which have converted a wildemesa 
into the abodes of abundance and security, with a rapidity that 
'Wears the appearance of magic. Industry has wrought with tho 
confidence of Knowledge, and the result has been peotuiar. 

It is scarcely necessary to say that, in a country where the laws 
flavour all commendable enterprise, where unnecessary artificial 
restrictions are unknown, and where the hand of man has not yet 
e:xhausted its efibrts, the adventurer is allowed the greatest free* 
dom of choice in selecting the field of his enterprise. The agri* 
culturist passes the heath and the barren to seat himself on the 
river bottom ; the trader looks for the site of demand and supply) 
and the artisan quits his native village to seek employment ia. 
situations where labour will meet its fullest reward. It is & oonse^ 
quence of this extraordinary freedom of election, that, while the 

freat picture of American society has been sketched with so much 
oldness, a lar^e portion of the filling up still remains to be done. 
!rhe emigrant has consulted his immediate interest; and. while no 
very extensive and profitable territory* throughout the whole of 
our immense possessions has been wholly neglected, neith^ has 
any particular district yet attained the finish of improvement, 
^e city is, even now, seen in the wilderness, and the wildemeas 
often continues near the city, while the latter is sending forth its 
swarms to distant scenes of industry. After thirty years of foster*- 
ing care on the part of the government, the capital itself presents 
its disjointed and sickly villages in the centre of the deserted " old- 
fields of Maryland ; wnile numberless youthful rivals are flourish- 
ing on tiie waters of the west, in spots where the bear has ran|red 
and the wolf howled, long since the former has been termed a city. 
thus it is that high civilization, a state of infant existence, and 
positive barbarity are often brought so near each other, within the 
Borders of this republic. The traveller who has passed the night 
in an inn that would not disgrace the oldest country in Europii. 
may be compelled to dine in the shanty of a hunter ; the smooth and 
in^avelled road sometimes ends in an impassable swamp; the spires 
of the town are often hid by the branches of a tangled forest, and 
the canal leads to a seemingly barren and unxirofitable mountain. 
He that does not return to see what anoth^ year may bring forth, 
commonly bears away from these scenes recollections that conduce 
to error. To see America with the eyes of truth, it ii necessary to 
look often : and in order to understand the actual condition of these 



States, it siio^d be remembered that it is eoually unjust to believe 
that all the intermediate points partake oi the improvements of 

natmorere 
gleaned tteai 
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particular places, as to infer the want of civilization at more remote 
establishments, from a few unfieiTouTable facts gleaned ttear tlio 
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centre. By an accidental ooncnrrence of moral and i>hy8ical cansem 
much of that equality which distinguishes the institutions of the 
country is extended to the progress of society over its wholo 
surl'ace. 

. Although the impetus of improvement was not as great in the 
time of Mark Heatnoote as in our own days, the principle of its 
power was actively in existence. Of this met we shall furnish a 
sufficient evidence by pursuing our intention of describing one of 
those changes to which allusion has already been made. 

The reader will remember, that the age of which we write had 
advanced into the last quarter of the seventeenth century. The 
precise moment at which the action of the tale must recommence 
was that period of the day when the grav of twilight was redeeming 
objects from the deep darkness with wnich the nip:ht draws to its 
dose. The month was June, and the scene such as it may be neces- 
sary to describe with some particularity. 

Had there been light, and had one been favourably placed to 
enjoy a bird*s-eye view of the spot, he would have seen a broad and 
undulating field of leafy forest, in which the various deciduous trees 
of New England were relieved by the deeper verdure of occasional 
masses of evergreens. In the centre of this swelling and nearly inter- 
minable outliie of woods, was a valley that spread between three 
low mountains. Over the bottom-land, for the distance of several 
miles, all the signs of a settlement in a state of rapid and prosperous 
improvement were visible. The devious course of a deep and swift 
brook, that in the other hemisphere would have been termed a river, 
was to 1^ traced through the meadows by its borders of willow and 
Bimiaoh. At a point near the centre of the valley the Waters had 
.been arrested by a small dam, and a mill, whose wheel at that 
early hour was without motion, stood on the artificial mound. Kear 
it was the site of a New England hamlet. 

The number of dwellings in the village might have been forty. 
They were, as usual, constructed of a firm framework neatly 
covered with sidings of boards. There was a surprising air of 
equality in the general aspect of the houses, and, if there were 
question of any country but our own, it might be added there was 
an unusual appearance of comfort and abundance in even the 
humblest of them all. They were mostly of two low stories, the 
superior overhanging the inferior by a foot or two, a mode of con- 
struction much in use in the earlier days of the Eastern Colonies. 
As paint was but little used at that time, none of the buildings 
exhibited a colour different from that the. wood would naturally 
assume, after the exposure of a few years to the weather. Each, 
had its single chimney in the centre of the roof, and but two or 
three showed more than a solitary window on each side of the prin- 
cipal or outer door. In front of every dwelling was a small, neat 
court, in green sward, separated from the public road by a light 
fence of deal.^ Double rows of young and vigorous elms lined each 
side of the wide street, while an enormous sycamore still kept pos- 
session of the spot, in its centre, which it nad occupied when the 
white man entered the forest. Beneath the shade oi this tree the 
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inhabitants often collected to ^ther tidings of eaoH other's welfare, 
or to listen to some matter of interest, that rumour had borne from, 
the towns nearer the sea. A narrow and little-used wheel-trade 
ran, with a graceful and sinuous route, tbroagh the centre of the 
wide and grassj street. Reduced in appearance to little more than 
a bridle-path, it was to be traced, without the hamlet, between 
liigh fences of wood for a mile or two, to the pHoints where it entered 
the forest. Here and there, roses were pressing through the open- 
ings of the fences before the doors of the different habitations, and 
bi^es of fragrant lilacs, stood in the angles of most of the 
courts. 

The dwellings were detached. Each occupied its own insulated 
plot of ground, with a garden in its rear. ' The out-buildings 
were thrown to that distance which the cheapness of land, and 
security from fire, rendered both easy and expeoient. 

The church stood in the centre of the highway, and near one 
end of the hamlet. In the exterior and ornaments of the import- 
ant temple the taste of the times had been fastidiously consulted, 
its form and simplicity fumishine no slight resemblance to the 
self-denying doctrines and auauit humours of the religionists who 
worshipped beneath its rooi. The building, like all the rest, was 
of wood, and externally of two stories. It possessed a tower with- 
out a spire ; the former alone serving to betray its sacred character. 
In the construction of this edifice especial care had been taken 
to eschew all deviations from direct lines and right angles. Those 
narrow arched passages for the admission of light, that are else- 
where so common, were then thought, by the stem moralists of New 
England, to have some mysterious connexion with her of the scarlet 
mantle. The priest would as soon have thought of appearing before 
hisfiock in the vanities of stole and cassock, as the congregation 
of admitting the repudiated ornaments into the outline of their 
severe architecture. Had the Genii of the Lamp suddenly ex- 
changed the windows of the sacred edifice with tnose of the inn 
that stood nearly opposite, the closest critic of the settlement could 
never have detected the liberty, since in the form, dimensions, and 
style of the two there was no visible diflferenoe. 

A. little inclosure, at no great distance from the church, and on 
one side of the street, had been set apart for the final resting-place 
of those who had finLshed their race on earth. It contained but a 
solitary grave. 

The inn was to be distinguished from the surrounding build- 
ings by its superior size, an open horse-shed, and a sort of protrud- 
ing air, with which it thrust itself on the line of the street, as if 
to invite the traveller to enter. A sign swung on a gallows-lookinfl^ 
post, that, in consequence of £rosty nights and warm days, had 
•already deviated from the perpendicular. It bore a conceit that, at 
the first glance, miffht have gladdened the heart of a naturalist, 
with the belief tJiat he had made the discovery of some unknown 
bird. The artist, however, had sufl&ciently provided against the 
<consequences of so embarrassing a blunder, by considerately writing 
beneath the oSspimg of his pencil, " This is the si^ of the Whip- 
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Poor-Will ;•• a name that the most nnlettered tpaYell«r in tlu)« 
regions would be likely to know was vulgarly given to the Wiek- 
Ton-Wish, or the American night-hawk. 

But few relics of the forest remained immediately around the 
hamlet. The Inrees had long been felled, and sui&cient time had 
elapsed to remove most of tne vestiges of their former existence* 
But as the eye receded f^m the cluster of buildings, the signs of 
more recent inroads on the wilderness became apparent^ until the 
view terminated with openings, in which piled logs and mages of 
felled trees announced the recent use of the axe. 

At that early day the American husbandman, like the agricul^ 
torists of most of Europe, dwelt in bis village. The dread of vio- 
lence from the savages nad given rise to a custom similar to that 
^hich, centuries before, had been produced in the other henusphero, 
hy the inroads of more pretending barbarians, and which, with few 
Cind distant exceptions, has deprived rural scenery of a charm that, 
it would seem, time and a better condition of society are slow t^ 
repair. Some remains of this ancient practice are still to be traced^ 
in the portion of the Union of which we write, where, even at this 
day, the farmer often quits the village to seek his scattered fields in 
its neighbourhood. Still, as man has never been the subject of a 
system here, and aa each individual has always had the liberty of 
consulting his own temper, bolder spirits earlv began to break 
through a practice, by which quite as much was lost in convenience 
AS was gained in security. Even in the scene we have been describ* 
ing, ten or twelve humble habitations were distributed among the 
decent clearings on the ddes of the mountains, and in situations too 
remote to promise much seoority against any sudden inroad of the 
common enemy. 

For general protection, in oases of the last extremity, however, a 
stockaded dwelling, not unlike that which we have had occasion to 
describe in our earlier pages, stood in a convenient spot near the 
hamlet. Its defences were stronger and more elaborate than nsiuii* 
the pickets being famished wi& flanking block-houses; and, in 
<yther respects, the btdlding bore the aspect of a work equal to any 
resistance that migfht be required in the warfare of those regions^ 
The ordinary habitation of the priest was within its gates, and 
liither most of the sick were timely conveyed, in order to antioipato 
the necessity of removals at more inconvenient moments. 

It is scarcely necessary to tell the American, that heavy wooden 
fences subdivided the whole of this little landscape, in enclosures 
of some eight or ten acres in extent; that, here and there, cattle 
and flocks were grasing without herdsmen or shepherds, and that, 
while the fields nearest to the dwellings were beginning to assume 
the appearance of a careftQ and improved husbandry, those more 
remote became gradually wilder and less cultivated, until the half^ 
reclaimed opening, with their blaokened stubs and barked treee, 
were blended with the gloom of the living forest. These are, more 
or less, the accompaniments of every rural scene in districts of the 
country, where time has not yet e&oted moro than the flrst two 
stages of improvement 
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At the difitanoe of a short half mile from the fortified house, ov 
gfarrison, as by a singular corrnptiQn of terms the stockaded building^ 
was called, stood a dwelling of pretensions altogether superior to 
any in the hamkt. The buildmgs in question, though simple, 
were extensive, and tl\ough scaroely other than such as might 
belonc^ to an agriculturist in easy circumstances, still they wer^ 
remarkable, in that settlement, by the comforts which time alone 
could accumulate, and some of wnich denoted an advanced con- 
dition for a frontier family. In short, there was an air about the 
establishment, as in the disposition of its out-buildings, in the 
superior workmanship, in the materials, and in numberless other 
well-known oireumstanoes, which went to show that the whole of 
the edifices were reconstructions. The fields near this habitation 
exhibited smoother surfaces than those in the distance; the fences 
were lighter and less rude ; the stumps had absolutely disappearedi 
and the gardens and homestead were well planted with fi.ouri6hing 
fruit-trees. A conical eminence arose, at a short distance, in thi 
rear of the principal dwelling. It was covered with that beautiful 
and peculiar ornament of an American farm, a regular, thrifty, 
and luxuriant apple orchard. StiU age had not given its ftui 
beauty to the plantation, which might nave had a growth of somf 
eight or ten years. A blackened tower of stone, which sustaineq. 
the charred ruins of a superstructure of wood, though of no great 
hci&rht in itself, rose above the tallest of the trees, and stood a 
sufficient memorial of some scene of violence in the brief history 
of the valley* There was also a small block-house near the 
habitation, but, by the air of neglect that reigned around, it was 
quite apparent the little work bad been of a hurried construction^ 
and of out temporary use. A few young plantations of fruit trees 
were also to be seen in different parts of the valley, which was begin* 
ning to exhibit many other evidences of an improved agriculture. 

So for as all these artificial changes went, they were of an 
English character. But it was England devoid alike of its luxmy 
ana its poverty, and with a supernnity of space that gave to the 
meanest habitation in the view an air of abundance and comfort, 
that is so often wanting about the dwellings of the comparatively 
rich, in countries where man is foond bearing a fsa greater 
numerical proportion to the soil, than was then, or ia «tea. now 1^ 
case, in the regions of whioh we write. 



CHAWEE XVm. 

" Cotne hither* nelgfhboiir Sea-eool^God hath blMsed joairith a good aaae: 
to he a well favoared man ia the gift of fortims ; hot to write aad read somsi 
by nature."— ITucA Ado abovi NoOdng, 

It has already been said that the hour at which the action of the 
tale must reoommence was early morning. The usual coolness of 
night, in a country extensively covered with wood, had passed, and 
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fhe warmth of a summer mominff, in that low latitude, was causing 
the streaks of light vapour, that floated about the meadows^ to rise 
above the trees. The feathery patches united to form a cloud that 
sailed away towards the summit of a distant mountain, which, 
appeared to be a common rendezvous for all the mists that had 
been generated by the past hours of darkness. 

Though the burnished skj announced his near approach, the sun. 
was not yet visible. Notwithstanding the earUness of the hour, a 
man was already mounting a little ascent in the road, at no great 
distanise from the southern entrance of the hamlet, and at a point 
where he could command a view of all the objects described in the 
preceding chapter. A musket thrown across his left shoulder, 
with thenom and pouch at his sides, together with the little wallet 
at his back, proclaimed him one who had either been engaged in a 
hunt, or in some short expedition of even a less peaceable character. 
His dress was of the usual material and fashion of a countryman of 
the age and colony, though a short broadsword, that was thrust 
through a wampum belt which girded his body, might have 
attracted observation. In all other respects, he had the air of an 
inhabitant of the hamlet, who had found occasion to quit his abode 
on some affair, of pleasure, or of duty, that had made no very 
serious demand on his time. 

Whether native or stranger, few ever passed the hillock named 
without pausing[ to gaze at the ^uiet loveliness of the cluster of 
houses that lay in full view from its summit. The individual men- 
tioned, loitered as usual, but, instead of following the line of the 
path, his e^e rather sought some object in the direction of the 
fields. Moving leisurely to the nearest fence, he threw down the 
upper rails of a pair of bars, and beckoned to a horseman, who was 
picking his way across a broken bit of pasture land, to enter the 
nigh way by the passage he had opened. 

*' Put the spur smartly into the pacer's fiank," said he who had 
done this act of civility, observing that the other hesitated to urge 
his beast across the irregular ana somewhat scattered pile; "mv 
word for it, the jade goes over them all, without touching with 
more than three of her four feet. Fie, doctor ! there is never a cow 
in the Wish-Ton- Wish, but it would take the leap to be in the first 
at the milking." 

"Softly, Ensign;" returned the timid equestrian, laying the 
emphasis on the final syllable of his companion's title, and pro- 
nouncing the first as if it were epelt with the third instead of the 
second vowel. ** Thy courage is meet for one set apart for deeds of 
Talour ; but it would be a sorrowful day when the ailing of the 
valley should knock at my door, and a broken. Umb be made the 
apology for want of succour. Thy efforts will not avail thee, man; 
for the mare hath had schooling, as well as her master. I have 
trained the beast to methodical nabits, and she hath come to have 
a rooted dislike to all irregularities of movement. So cease tug- 
ging at the rein, as if thou wouldst compel her to pass the pile in 
spite of her teeth, and throw down the upper bar altogether. ' 

"A doctor in these rugged parts should be mounted on one of 
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those ambling birds of wbicb we read," said the other, remoTing 
the obstacle to the secnre passage of his friend; "for truly a 
jonmey at night, in the paths of these clearings, is not always 
as safe moving as that which is said to be enjoyed by the settlers 
nearer sea." 

" And where jbast fonnd mention of a bird of a size and velocity 
fit to be the bearer of the weight of a man?" demanded he who was 
mounted, with a vivacity that betrayed some jealousv on the 
subject of a monopoly of learning. "I had thought there was 
never a book in the valley, out of mine own closet, that dealeth in 
these abstrusities !" 

"Dost think the scriptures are strangers to us? There; thou art 
now in the public path, and thy journey is without danger. It is 
matter of marvel to many in this settlement, how thou movest 
about at midnight, amongst upturned roots of trees, holes, logs, and 
stumps, without falling — " 

'* I have told thee. Ensign, it is by virtue of much training given 
to the beast. Certain am I, that neither whip nor spur would 
compel the animal to pass the bounds of discretion. Often have I 
travelled this bridle path, without fear as in truth without danger, 
when sight was a sense of as little use as that of smelling." 

" I was about to say, falling into thine own hands, which would 
be a tumble of little less jeopardy, than even that of the wicked 
spirits." 

The medical man affected to laugh at his companion's joke, but 
remembering the dignity suited to one of his calling, he immediately 
resumed the discourse with gravity, — 

" These may be matters of levity with those who know little of 
the hardships that are endured in the practice of the settlements. 
Here have I been on yonder mountain guided by the instinct of 
my horse— ^" 

** Ha ! hath there been a call at the dwelling of mj brother Ring r' ' 
demanded the pedestrian, observing by t^e direction of the other's 
eye the road he had been travelling. 

"Truly there hath; and at the unseasonable hour that is wont, 
in a very unreasonable proportion of the cases of my practice." 

"And Reuben numbereth another boy to the four that he could 
count yesterday ?* * 

The medical man held up three of his fingers in a significant 
manner, as he nodded assent. 

" This putteth Faith something in arrears," returned he who has 
been called Ensign, and who was no other than the reader's old 
acquaintance Eben Dudlev, preferred to that station in the train- 
band of the valley. "The neart of my brother Reuben will be 
gladdened b^ these tidings, when he shall return from the scout." 

" There will be occasion for thankfulness, since he will find seven 
beneath a roof where he left but four!" 

•* I will close the bargain whh the young captain for the moun- 
tain lot, this very day 1 ' muttered Dudley, like one suddenly con- 
vinced of the prudence of a long debated measure. " Seven pounds 
of the colony money is no usurer's price, tufter all, for a hundred 
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teres of Beavily timbered land ; and they in fall view of a mM6^ 
ment where boys come three at a time !'* 

The equestrian stopped his horse, and regarding bis oompanion 
Intently and with a significant air, he answered,** 

" Thou hast now fallen on the clue of an important mystery, 
Ensi^ Dudley. This continent was created witt* a design. The 
fact IS apparent by its riches, its climate, its magnitude, its facilities 
of navigation, ana chiefljr in that it hath been left undiscovered, 
until the advanced condition of society hath given opportunity and 
encouragement to men of a certain degree of merit to adventure in 
its behalf. Consider, neighbour, the wonderful progress it hath 
abeady made in the arts, and in learning, in reputation, and in 
resources, and thou wilt agree with me in the conclusion that all 
this hath been done with a design." 

" 'Twould be presuming to doubt it; for he hath indeed a short 
memory to whom it shall be necessary to recall the time when this 
very vallev was little other than a den for beasts of prey, and this 
beaten hignway a deer- track. Dost think that Reuben will be like 
to raise the whole of the recent gift?" 

** With judgment and by the blessinff of Providence. The mind 
is active. Ensign Dudley, when the body is journeying among the 
forests, and much have my thoughts been exercised in this matter, 
whilst thou and others have been in your slumbers. Here have wei 
the colonies in their first century, and yet thou knowest to what a 
pass of improvement they have arrived. They tell me the Hart- 
ford settlement is getting to be apportioned like the towns of mother 
England, that there is reason to think the da^r may come when the 
provinces shall have a power and a convenience of culture and 
communication, equalling that which belongeth to some parts of 
the venerable island itself!" 

. "Nay, nay, Doctor Ergot," returned the other, with an incre* 
dulous smile ; *' that is exceeding the bounds of a discretionable 
expectation." 

'* Thou wilt remember that I said equalling to certain parts. I 
think we may justly imagine, that ere many centuries shall elapse, 
there may be millions counted in these regions, and truly that, 
too, where one seeth naught at present but the savage and the 
beast." 

** I will ^0 with any man, in this question, as far as reason will 
justify; but doubtiess thou hast read in the books uttered by 
writers over sea, the matters concerning the condition of those 
countries, wherein it is plain that we may never hope to reach the 
exalted excellence they enjoy," 

" Neighbour Dudley, thou seemest disposed to push an xmgnarded 
expression to extremity. I said equalling certain parts, meaning 
always, too, in certain things. Now, it is known in philosophy 
that the stature of man hath degenerated, and must degenerate in 
these regions, in obedience to estaolished laws of nature ; there- 
fore it is meet that allowance should be made for some deiicieney 
in less material qualities." 

** It is Uke, then, that the better sort of the men over sea axe ill dis* 
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pofled to Quit their ooantry/' retamed the Ensign, ^laadngr an eye 
of flome unbelief along the mnsoular proportions of his own viirorous 
frame. " We haye no less than three from the old ooontries m our 
Tillage here, and yet I do not find them men like to have been 
•onght for at the building of Babel." 

** This is settling a knotty and learned point by the evidence of a 
few shallow exceptions. 1 presume to tell you, Ensign Dudleyir 
that the sdenoe, and wisdom, and nhilosophy of Europe have been 
exceeding active in this matter, and they have proved, to their own 
p^feot satisfaction, which is the same thing as disposing of the 
question without appeal, that man and beast, plant and tree, hill 
and dale, lake and pond, sun, air, fire, and water, are all wanting 
in some of the perfectness of the older regions. I respect a patriotio 
sentiment, and can carry the disposition to applaud the Dounties 
received from the hands of a beneficent Creator as far as any man, 
but that which hath been demonstrated by science, or collected by 
karuing, is placed too far beyond the objections of lightly minded 
cavillers, to be donbted by ^aver faculties." 

'* I shall not contend against thiiu^s that are proven," retamed 
Dudley, who was quite as meek in discussion as he was powerful 
and active in more physical contests; *' since it needs be that the 
learning of men in the old countries must have an exceeding ex- 
oellenee, in virtue of its great age. It would be a visit to remember, 
should some of its rare ^vanta^gres be dispersed in these our own 
youthful regions !" 

** And can it be said that our mental wants have been forgotten— 
that the nakedness of the mind hath been suffered to go without 
its comely vestment, neighbour Dudley ? To me, it seemeth that 
therein we have unwonted reason to rejoice, and that the equili- 
brium of nature is in a manner restored by the healing exercises of 
art. It is imseemly, in an enlightened province, to insist on quali* 
ties that have been discreetly oisproven, but learning is a trans- 
ferable and communicable ^rl;, and it is meet to affinn that it is 
to be found here in quantities adapted to the wants of the colony." 

" I'll not gainsay it, for having been more of an adventurer in 
the forest than one who hath travelled in quest of sights among the 
settlements along the sea-shore, it may hai>pen that many things 
are to be seen there, of which my poor abilities have formed no 
opinion.'* 

*• And are we utterly unenlightened, even in this distant valley. 
Ensign i** returned the leech, leaning over the neck of his horse, 
and addressinff his companion in a mild and persuasive tone, that 
he had probably acquired in his extensive practice- among the 
females of the settlement. " Are we to be classed with the heathen 
in knowledge, or to be aoooimted as the unnurtured men who are 
known once to have roamed through these forests in quest of their 
game } Without assuming an^r infallibility of judgment, or aspiring 
to any peculiarity of information, it doth not appear to my defec- 
tive understanding. Master Dudley, that the progress of the settle-^ 
ment hath ever been checked for want of necessary foresight, nor 
that the growth of reason among ua hath ever been stunted from 
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any lack of mental aliment. Our councils are not barren of wisdom/ 
Ensign, nor hath it often arrived that abstrusities have been pro- 
pounded, that some one intellect, to say no more in our own favour, 
nath not been known to grapple with successfully." 

** That there are men, or perhaps I ought to say, that there is a 
man, in the valley, who is equal to many marvels in the way of 
enlightened gifts " 

**I knew we should come to peaceable conclusions. Ensign Dud- 
ley," interrupted the other, rising erect in his saddle, with an air 
of appeased dignity; "for I have ever found you a discreet and 
consequent reasoner, and one who is never known to resist convic- 
tion, when truth is pressed with understanding. That the men 
jfipom over sea are not often so well gifted as some — ^we will say, for 
tbe sake of a convenient illustration, as thyself. Ensign — ^is placed 
beyond the reach of debate, since sight teacheth us that numberless 
exceptions may be found to all the more general and distinctive 
laws of nature. I think we are not likely to carry our disagree- 
ment ft^her?" ^ 

" It is impossible to make head against one so ready with his 
knowledge," returned the other, well content to exist in his own 
person a striking exception to the inferiority of his fellows; 

though it appeareth to me that my brother Eing might be chosen 
as another instance of a reasonable stature ; a fact that thou may est 
see. Doctor, by regarding him as he approaches through yon 
meadow. He hath been, like myself, on the scout among the 
mountains." 

"There are many instances of physical merit among thy con- 
nexions. Master Dudley," returned the complaisant physician. 
" Though it would seem that thy brother hath not found his com- 
panion amon^ them. He is attended by an ill-grown, and, it may 
be added, an ill>favoured comrade that i know not." 

" Ha ! It would seem that Reuben hath fallen on the trail of 
savages ! The man in company is certainly in paint and blanket. 
It may be well to pause, at yonder opening, and await their 
coming." 

As this proposition imposed no particular inconvenience, the 
Doctor readily assented. The two drew nigh to the place where 
the men, whom they saw crossing the . fields in the distance, were 
expected to enter the highway. 

But little time was lost in attendance. Ere many minutes had 
elapsed, Eeuben Eing, accoutred and armed like the borderer al- 
ready introduced in tMs chapter, arrived at the opening, followed 
by the stranger whose appearance had caused so much surprise to 
those who watched their approach. 

" What now, Sergeant ? exclaimed Dudley, when the other was 
within ear-shot, speaking a little in the manner of one who had 
legal right to propound his questions ; " hast fallen on a trail of 
the savage, and made a captive ; or hath some owl permitted one 
of its brood to fall from the nest, across thy foot-path r" 

" I believe the creature may be accounted a man," returned the 
successful Reuben, throwing the breech of his gim to the eaith. 
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and leaning on its long barrel while he intently regarded the half- 
painted, vacant, and extremely equivocal countenance of his cap- 
tive. ** He hath the colours of a Narragansett about the brow and 
eyes, and yet he faileth ^eatly in th^form and movements." 

" There are anomalies in the physicals of an Indian, as in those 
of other men," interrupted Doctor Ergot, with a meaning elance 
at Dudley. " The conclusion of our neighbour Bing may be too 
hasty, since paint is the fruit of art, and may be applied to any of 
our faces, after an established usage. But the evidences of nature 
are far less to be distrusted. It hath come within the province of 
my studies to note the differences in formation which occur, in the 
different families of man, and nothing is more readily to be known 
to an eye skilled in these abstrusities, than the aboriginal of the 
tribe Narragansett. Set the man more in a position of examina- 
tion, neighbours, and it shall shortly be seen to which race he be- 
longs. Thou wilt note in this little facility of investigation. En- 
sign, a dear evidence of most of the matters that have this morning 
been agitated between us. Doth the patient speak English ?" 

" Therein have I found some difficulty of inquiry," returned 
Bcuben, or as he should now be, and as he was usually called. Ser- 
geant Ring. " He hath been spoken to in the language of a 
Christian, no less than in that of a heathen, and as yet no reply 
hath been made, while he obeys commands uttered in both forms 
of speech." 

" It mattereth not," said Ergot, dismounting, and drawing near 
to his subject, with a look towards Dudley that should seem to 
court his admiration. " Happily the examination before me leaneth 
but little on any subtleties of speech. Let the man be placed in 
an attitude of ease ; one in which nature may not be fettered by 
restraint. The conformation of the whole head is remarkably 
aboriginal, but the distinction of tribes is not to be sought in these 
general delineations. The forehead, as you see, neig-hbours, is re« 
treating and narrow, the cheek-bones, as usual, mgh, and thfli 
olfactory member, as in all of the natives, inclining to Koman." 

" Now, to me, it would seem that the nose of the man hath a 
marked upturning at the end," Dudley ventured to remark, as the 
other ran volubly over the general and well known distinctive 
points of physical construction in an Indian. 

" As an exception ! Thou seest, Ensign, by this elevation of the 
bone, and the protuberance of the more Heshy parts, that the pecu- 
liarity is an exception. I should rather have said that the nose 
originally inclined to the Roman, llie departure from regidarity 
has been produced by some casualty of their warfare, such as a 
blow from a tomahawk, or the gash of a knife — ay ! here thou 
seest the scar left by the weapon ! It is concealed by tiie paint, 
but remove that and you will find it hath all the form oJ a cicatrice 
of a corresponding shape. These departures from generalities have 
a tendcncj' to confound pretenders ; a happy circumstance in itself, 
for the progress of knowledge on fixed principles. Place the sub- 
ject more erect that we may see the natural movement of the 
muscles. Here is an evidence of great aquatic habits in the dimen- 
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sions of tlie foot, wiAch eo to confinn original coxxoeptions. It ia a 
happy proof through which reasonable and prudent conolusions 
oonnnn the quiok sighted glances of practice. I pronounce the 
fellow to be a Narraganaett/ # 

** It is then a Narraganaett that hath a foot to confound a trail r*' 
returned Eben Dudley, who had been studying the movements and 
attitudes of the captive with quite as much keenness, and with 
something more of understanding, than the leech, " Brother King, 
haat ever known an Indian leavQ 9uch an out- turning footprint on 
the leaves V* 

** Ensign, I marvel that a man of thy discretion should dwell on 
9. slight variety of movement, when a case exists in which the laws 
ii nature may be traced to their aources. This training for the 
Indian troublea hath made thee critical in the position of a foot. 
I have said that the fellow is a Narragansett, and what I have 
uttered hath not been lightly ventured. Here is the peculiar for-, 
mation of the foot, which hath been obtained in infancy, a fulness 
in the muscles of the breast and ahoulders, from unusual exercise 
in an element denser than the air, and a nicer construction in—" 

The physician paused, for Pudley had cooUy advanced to the 
eaptive, and, raisinpr the thin robe of deer-skin which was thrown 
over the whole of hia superior members, he exposed the unequivocal 
akin of a white man« This would have proved an embarrassing 
refutation to one accustomed to the conflict of wits, but monopoly^ 
in certain branches of knowledge, had produced in favour of iDoc- 
ioor Ergot an acknowledged su]^riority, that, in its ef ects, might 
be likened to the predominatiug in^uence of any other aristocracy 
on thoae faculties that have been benumbed by its operatiim. His 
opinions changed, which is more than can be said of his counte- 
nance, for with the readiness of invention, which is so often prao- 
tbed in the felicitous institutions we have named, and by whicix 
the reasoning instead of regulating is adapted to the practice, he 
exdaimed, with uplifted hands and eyes that bespoke the fulness 
of his admiration — 

** Here have we another proof of the wonderM agency by which 
the changes in nature are gradually wrought ! I^ow do we see la 
this Narraganaett— " 

" The man is white V* interrupted Dudley, tapping the ^aked 
shoulder which he still held exnosed to view. 

'* White, but not a tittle the less a Narragansatt. Your captive, 
beyond a doubt, oweth his existence to Christian parentage, but 
accident hath thrown him* early among the aboriginals, and all 
those parts, which were liable to change, were fast getting to assmuo 
the peculiarities of the tribe. He is one of those beautiful and 
connecting links in the chain of knowledge by which science fol^ 
loweth up its deductions to demonstration*' 

" I should ill brook coming to harm for doing violence to a 8ub-» 
ject of the king," said Eeuben Ring, a steady, open-faoed yeoman» 
who thought far less of the subtleties of his companion than ox 
discharging his social duties in a manner fitting the character of a 
quiet and weU-oonditioned oitiaen. '' We have had so muoh of 
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ftimiiff tidinffs latterly, oonoeming the maimer the savaires con- 
duct their warfare, that it behoveth mea in places of trust to be 
vigilant ; for," glancing his eyes towards the ruin of the distant 
block-house, " thou knowest, orother Dudley, that we have occa- 
Bion to be watchful, in a settlement as deep in the forest as this." 

" 1 will answer for the indemnity, Sergeant Ring," said Dudley, 
^th an air of dignity. ** I take upon myself the keeping of tbas 
stranger, and will see that he be borne, properly and in fitting 
season, before the authorities. In the meantime, duty hath caused 
us to overlook matters of moment in thy household which it may 
be seemly to communicate. Abundance hath not been neglectful 
of thy interests during the scout/' 

"What !" demanded the husband, with rather more of earnest- 
ness than was generally exhibited by one of habits as restrained as 
his own ; " hath the woman called upon the neighbours during my 
absence V 

Dudley nodded an assent, 

" And I shall find another boy beneath my roof?" 

Doctor Ergot nodded three times, with a gravity that might havo 
suited a communication even more weighty than the one he made. 

** Thy woman rarely doth a good turn by halves, Reuben. Thou 
wilt find that she hath made provision for a successor to our good 
neighbour ErKot, since a seventh son is born in thy house." 

The broad, nonest face of the father flushed with joy, and then a 
feeling less selfish came over him. He askedi with a slight tremor 
in the voice, that was none the less touching for coming from the 
lips of one so stout of frame and iirm of movement — 

" And the woman ?— -in what manner doth Abundanoe bear up 
under the blessing ?" 

" Bravely," returned the leech ;" go to thy dwelling, Sergeant 
Bingi and praise God that there is one to look to its concerns in thy 
absence. He who hath received the gift of seven sons in five years 
need never b^ a poor, nor a dependent man, in a country like this. 
Seven farms, added to that pretty homestead of mountain-land, 
which thou now tillest, will render thee a patriarch in thine age, 
and sustain the name of Ring, hundreds of years hence, when these 
colonies shall become peopled and poweriiil, and, I say it boldly, 
caring not who may call me one that vauntetii out of reason, equal 
to some of your lofty and self-extolled kingdoms of Europe— ay, 
even peradventure to the mighty sovereignty of Portugal itself! 
I have enumerated thy future farms at seven, for the allusion of 
the Ensign to the virtues of men bom with natural propensities to 
the healing art, must be taken as pleasant speech, since it is a mere 
d^usion ol old wives' fancy, and it would be particularly unneces- 
sary here, where every reasonable situation of this nature is already 
occupied. Go to thy wife. Sergeant, and bid her be of good cheer ; 
for she hath done herself, thee, and thy country a service, and that 
without dabbling in pursuits foreim to her comprehension." 

The sturdy yeoman, on whom this rich gift of Providence had 
been dispensed, raised his hat, and placing it decently before his 
fao9» h9 ofered up a silsAt thanksgiving for th^ favour. Xh^n 

l2 
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transferring: his captive to the keeping of his superior and kinsman, 
he was soon seen striding over the fields, towards his upland 
dwelling, with a heavy foot, though with a light heart. 

In the meantime, Dudley and his companion hestowed a more 
particular attention on the silent and nearly motionless object of 
their curiosity. Though the captive appeared to be of middle age, 
his ejQ was unmeaning, his air timid and uncertain, and his form 
cringing and ungainly. In all these particulars he was seen to 
difier from the known peculiarities of a native warrior. 

Previously to departing, Reuben Ring had explained that, while 
traversing the woods on that duty of watchfiuness to which the 
state of the colony and some recent signs had given rise, this wan- 
dering person had been encountered and secured, as seemed neces- 
sary to the safety of the settlement. He had neither sought nor 
avoided his captor ; but when questioned concerning his tribe, his 
motive for traversing those hiUs, and his future intentions, no 
satisfactory reply could be extracted. He had scarcely spoken, 
and the little that he said was uttered in a jargon between the 
lan^age of his interrogator and the dialect of some barbarous 
nation. Though there was much in the actual state of the colonies 
and in the circumstances in which this wanderer had been found, 
to justify his detention, little had in truth been discovered to sup- 
ply a clue either to any material facts in his history, or to any of 
his views in being in the immediate vicinity of the valley. 

Guided only by this barren information, Dudley and his com- 
panion endeavoured, as they moved towards the hamlet, to entrap 
their prisoner into some confession of his object, by putting their 
questions with a sagacity not unusual to men in remote and diffi- 
cult situations, where necessity and danger are apt to keep alive 
all the native energies of the human mind. The answers were 
little connected and unintelligible, sometimes seeming to exhibit 
the finest subtlety of savage cunning, and at others, to possess the 
mental helplessness of appearing the most abject fatuity. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

** I am not prone to weeping, as our sex 
Commonly are; — 

Bat I have 
That honourable grief lodged here, which bums 
Worse than tears drown." — Winter's Tale. 

If the nen of a compiler, like that we wield, possessed the me- 
chanical power of the stage, it would be easy to shift the scenes of 
this legend, as rapidly and effectively as is required for its right 
understanding, and for the proper maintenance of its interest. 
That which cannot be done with the magical aid of machinery, 
must be attempted by less ambitious, and, we fear, by far less effica- 
cious means. 

At the same early hour of the day, and at no great distance from 
the spot where Dudley announced his good fortune to bis brotiier 
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J^ing, another morning meeting had place between persons of 
Ihe same blood and connexions. From the instant when the pale 
light that nrecedes the day was first seen in the heavens, the win- 
dows and doors of the considerable dwelling on the opposite side of 
the valley had been unbarred. Ere the glow of the sun had gilded 
the sky over the outline of the eastern woods, this example of 
industry and providence was followed by the inmates of every 
house in the village, or on the surrounding hills ; and by the time 
the golden globe itself was visible above the trees, there was not a 
human being in all that settlement, of proper age and health, who 
was not actively afoot. 

It is unnecessary to say that the dwelling particularly named 
was the present habitation of the household of Mark Heathcoate. 
Though age had sapped the foundations of his strength, and had 
nearly dried the channels of his existence, the venerable relig:ion- 
ist still lived. While his physical perfection had been gradually 
giving way before tiie ordinary decay of nature, the moral man 
was but uttie altered. It is even probable that his visions of 
futurity were less dimmed by the mists of carnal interests than 
when last seen, and that the spirit had gained some portion of that 
€nergv which had certainly been abstracted from the more cor- 
poreal parts of his existence. At the hour already named, the 
Puritan was seated in the piazza, which stretched along the whole 
front of a dwelling that, however it might be deficient in archi- 
tectural proportions, was not wanting in the more substantial com- 
forts of a spacious and commodious frontier residence. In order to 
obtain a faithful portrait of a man so intimately connected with 
our tale, the reader will fancy him one who had numbered four- 
score and ten years, with a visage on which deep and constant 
mental striving had wrought many and meaning furrowsj a form 
that trembled while it yet exhibited the ruins of powerful limb and 
£exible muscle, and a countenance in which ascetic refiections had 
engraved a severity that was but faintly relieved by the gleamings 
of a natural kindness, which no acquired habits, nor any traces of 
metaphysical thought could ever entirely erase. Across this pic- 
ture of venerable and self-mortifying age the first rays of the sun 
were now softly cast, lighting a dimmed eye and rurrowed face 
with a look of brightness and peace. Perhaps the blandness of 
the expression belonged as much to the season and hour as to the 
habitual character of the man. This benignancy of feature, unusual 
rather in its strength than in its existence, mignt have been height- 
ened by the fact that his spirit had just wrought in prayer, as was 
usual, in the circle of his children and dependents, ere mey left 
those retired parts of the building where they had found rest and 
security during the nig^ht. Of the 'former, none known and 
cherished in the domestic circle had been absent, and the ample 
provision that was making for the morning meal sufficiently 
showed that the number of me latter had in no degree diminished 
since the reader was familiar with the domestic economy of his 
housdiold. 
Time had produced no very striking alteration in the appearance 
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of Content. It is true that the Isrown hue of hid Attires hftd ddlit)- 
ened, and that his frame was beginning to lose some of its elastici^ 
and ease of action in the more measured movements of middle age. 
But the g^)vemed temperament of the individual had always kept 
the animal in more than usual subjeotion. Even his eairlier davn 
had rather exhibited the promise than the performance of ih6 orm- 
nary youthful qualities. Mental gravity had long before produced 
a corresponding physical effect. In reference to nis exterior, and 
nsing the language of the painter, it would now be said, that with- 
out havinfi: wrought any chancre in form and proportions, the 
colours had been mellowed by tiijie. If a few hairs of grey were 
sprinlded here and there around his brow, it was as moss gathers 
on the stones of the edifice, rather furnishing evidence of its in- 
creased adhesion and approved stability, than denoting any symp- 
toms of decay, 

!Not so with his gentle and devoted partner. That softness and 
sweetness of air which had ^t touched the heart of Content Was 
still to be seen, though it existed amid the traces of a constant and 
a corroding grief. The freshness of youth had departed, and in its 
place was visible the more lasting, and in her case the more a£^ct- 
fng beauty of expression. The eye of Ruth had lost none of its 
gentleness, and her smile stiU continued kind and attractive ; but 
the former was often painfully vacant, seeming to look inward 
tipon those secret and withering sources of sorrow that were deeply 
and almost mysteriously seated in her heart, while the latter re- 
sembled the cold brightness of that planet, which illumines objects 
fcy repelling the borrowed lustre from its own bosom. The matronly 
form, the feminine beaming of the countenance, and the melodious 
Toioe fet remained ; but the first had been shaken till it stood on 
the very verge of a premature decay; the second had a mingling of 
anxious care in its most sympathetic movements, and the last Was 
seldom without that fearful thrill which so deeply affects the 
senses, by conveying to the understanding a meaning so foreign 
from the words. And yet an uninterested and ordinary obse!»ver 
might not have seen in the faded comeliness and blighted maturity 
of the matron more than the every-day signs that Betray the turn 
in the tide of human existence. As befitted such a subject, the 
colouring of sorrow had been traced by a hand too delicate to leave 
the lines visible to every vulgar eye. Like the master-touches of 
art, her grief, as it was oeyond the sympathies, so it lay beyond the 
ken of tnose whom excellence may fail to excite, or in whom 
absence can deaden affections. Still her feelings were true to oil 
'who had any claims on her love. The predominance of wasting: 
grief over the more genial springs of her enjoyments only went to 
prove how much greater is the influence of the generous than the 
selfish qualities of our nature, in a heart that is truly endowed with 
tenderness. It is scarce necessary to say that this gentle and pon*- 
Stant woman sorrowed for her child. 

Had Ruth Heathcote known that the girl ceased to live* 
it would not have been difficult for one of her faith to have 
deposited her regrets by the side of hopes that were so justifiable in 
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the g^ftve of the innocent. But the liVinsr death to which her off- 
sprinp: might be condemned was rarely absent from her thoughts, 
she hstened to the maxims of resififnation which were heard flowing' 
from Ups she loved, with the fondness of a woman and the meek-^ 
ness of a christian ; and then, even while the holv lessons were still 
sounding in her attentive organs, the workings of an unconquerable 
nature led her insidiously back to the sorrow of a mother. 

The imagination of this devoted and feminine being had never 
possessed an tmdue control over her reason. Her visions of ha^pi-> 
ness with the man whom her judgment, not less than her inclination, 
approved, had been such as experience and religion might justify. 
But she was now fated to learn there is a fearful poetry in sorrow 
which can sketch with a grace and an imaginative power, that no 
feebler efforts of a heated fancy may ever equal. She heard the 
fiweet breathing of her slumbering infant in the whispering of the 
summer airs ; its plaints came to her ears amid the bowlings of the 
gale ; while the ea^er question and fond reply were mixed up with 
9ie most ordinary intercourse of her own household. To her the 
laugh of childish happiness, that often came on the still air of 
evening from the hanuet, sounded like the voice of mourning, and 
scarce an infantile sport met her eye that did not bring with it a 
pang of anguish. Twice since the events of the inroad had she 
oeen a mother, and, as if an eternal blight were doomed to destroy 
her hopes, the little creatures to whom she had given birth slept, 
side by side, near the base of the ruined block. Thither she often 
went, but it was rather to be the victim of those cruel images of 
her fancy than as a mourner. Her visions of the dead were calm 
and even consolatory, but if ever her thoughts mounted to the 
abodes of eternal peace, and her feeble fancy essayed to embody 
the forms of the blessed, her mental eye sought her who was no^ 
rather than those who were believed to be seotire in their felicity. 
Wasting and delusory as were these glimpses of the mind, there 
were others fear more narrowing, because they presented themselves 
with more of the coarse and certain features of the world. It was 
the common, and perhaps it was the better opinion of the inhabi- 
tants of the valley, that death had early sealed the fate of those 
who had fallen into the hands of the savages on the occasion of tho 
Inroad. Such a result was in conformity with the known practices 
and ruthless passions of the conquerors, who seldom spared life, 
unless to render revenge more cruelly refined, or to bring consola- 
tion to some bereaved mother of the tribe, by offering a substitute 
for the dead in the person of a captive. There was relief to picture 
the face of the laughing cherub ui the clouds, or to listen to its 
light footstep in the empty halls of the dwelling, for in these illu- 
sive images of the brain suffering was conflned to her own bosom. 
But when stem reality usurped the place of fancy, and she saw 
her living daughter shivering in the wintry blasts, or sinking be- 
neath the fierce heats of the climate, cheerless in the desolation of 
female servitude, and suffering meekly the lot of physical weakness 
beneath a savap^e master, she endured that anguiiui which was gra- 
dually exhaustmg the springs of life. 
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Thougli the father was not altogrether exempt from a similar 
sorrow, it beset him less ceaselessly. He knew how to struggle 
with the workings of his mind as hest became a man. Though 
strongly impressed with the belief that the captives had early been 
put beyond the reach of suffering, he had neglected no duty which 
tenderness to his sorrowing partner, parmtal loye, or Christiaii 
duty could require at his hands. 

The Indians had retired on the crust of the snow, and with the 
thaw every footprint or sign by which such wary foes might be 
traced had vanished. It remained matter of doubt to what tribe» 
or even to what nation, the marauders belonged. The peace of the 
colony had not yet been openly broken, and the inroad had been 
rather a violent and fierce symptom of the evils that were contem- 
plated, than the actual commencement of the ruthless hostilities 
which had since ravaged the frontier. But while i>olicy had kept 
the colonists quiet, private affection omitted no rational means of 
effecting the restoration of the sufferers, in the event of their having 
been spared. 

Scouts had passed among the conspiring and but half peaceable 
tribes, nearest to the settlement, and rewards and menaces had both, 
been liberally used, in order to ascertain the character of the 
savages who had laid waste the valley, as well as the more inte- 
resting fortunes of their hanless victims. Every expedient to detect 
the truth had failed. The i^arragansetts affirmed that their con- 
stant enemies the Mohicans, acting with their customary treachery, 
had plundered their English friends, while the Mohicans vehe- 
mently threw back the imputation on the Narragansetts. At other 
times, some Indians affected to make dark allusions to the hostile 
feelings of fierce warriors who, under the name of the Five Nations, 
were known to reside within the limits of the Dutch colony of New 
Netherlands, and to dwell upon the jealousy of the pale-faces who 
spoke a language different from that of the Yengeese. In short, 
inquiry had produced no result, and Content, when he did permit 
his fancy to represent his daughter as still livine, was forced to 
admit to himself that she might be buried far in the ocean of wil- 
derness which then covered most of the surface of this continent. 

Once, indeed, a rumour of an exciting nature had reached the 
family. An itinerant trader, bound from the wilds of the interior to a 
mart on the sea shore, had entered the valley. He brought with him 
a report, that a child, answering in some respects to the appearance 
which might now be supposed to belong to her who was lost, wag 
living amonff the savages, on the banks of the smaller lakes of the 
adjoining colony. The distance to this spot was great, the path led 
throujgrh a thousand dangers, and the result far from certain. Yet 
it quickened hopes which had long been dormant. Ruth never 
urged any request that might involve serious hazard on her hus- 
band, ana for many months the latter had even ceased to speak on 
the subject. Still nature was workin? powerfully within him. 
His eyes, at all times reflecting and calm, grew more thoughtful, 
deeper lines of care gathered about his brow, and at length melan- 
choly took possession of a countenance which was usually so placid. 
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It was at this precise period that Eben Dudley chose to urge the 
suit he had always pressed, after his own desultory fashion, on the 
decision of Eaitn. One of those well-ordered accidents, which, 
from time to time, had brought the girl and the young borderer into 
private conversation, enabled him to effect his design, with suffi- 
cient clearness. Faith heard him without betraying any of her 
ordinary waywardness, and answered with as little pervarication as 
the subject seemed to demand. 

" This is well, Eben Dudley," said she, " and it is no more than an. 
honest girl hath a right to hear, from one who hath taken as many 
means as thou, to get into her favour. But he who would have his 
life tormented by me — ^hath a solemn duty to do — ere I listen to his 
wishes." 

"I have been in the lower towns, and studied their manner of 
life, and I have been upon the scouts of the colony, to keep the 
Indians in their wigwams," returned her suitor, endeavouring to 
recount the feats of manliness that might reasonably be expected of 
one inclined to venture on so hazardous an experiment as matri- 
mony. "The bargain with the young Captain for the hill-lot, and 
for a village homestead, is drawing near a close, and as the neigh- 
bours will not be backward at the stone-bee, or the raising, I see 
nothing to " ^ 

"Thou deceivest thyself, observant Dudley," interrupted the 
girl, " if thou believest eye of thine can see that which is to be sought, 
ere one and the same fortune shall be the property of thee and me. 
Hast noted, Eben, the manner in which the cheek of the Madam 
hath paled, and how her eye is getting sunken, since the time when 
the fur trader tarried with us, the week of the storm?" 

" I cannot say that there is much change in the wearing of the 
Madam, within the bearing of my memory," answered Dudley, who 
was never remarkable for minute observations of this nature, how- 
ever keen he might prove in subjects more intimatelj connected 
with his dail^ pursuits. " She is not young and blooming as thou, 
Faith, nor is it often that we see " 

" I tell thee, man, that sorrow preyeth upon her form, and that 
she liveth but in the memory of the lost infant !" 

" This is carrying mourning beyond the bounds of reason. The 
child is at peace; as is thy brother, Whittal, beyond all manner of 
question. That we have not discovered their bones is owing to the 
lire, which left but little to tell of " 

" Thy head is a charnel-house, dull Dudley, but this picture of 
its furniture shall not suffice for me. The man who is to be my 
husband must have a feeling for a mother's sorrows." 

" What is now netting uppermost in thy mind. Faith? Is it for 
me to bring back the dead to life, or to place a child that hath been 
lost so manv years once more in the arms of its parents ?" 

'*It is. JNay, open not thine eyes, as if light were first breaking 
into the darkness of a clouded brain ! I repeat, it is !" 

"I am glad that we have got to these open declarations, for too 
much of my life hath been already wasted in unsettled gallanting, 
when sound wisdom, and the example of all around me have shown, 
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Though Faith spoke with vexation, she also spoke witE feel- 
ing. Her dark eye swam in tears, and the colour of her brown 
cheek deepened^ until her companion saw new reasons to forget his 
discontent in sympathies, which, however obtuse they mignt be, 
were never entirely dormant. 

*'If a journey of a few hundred miles be all thou askest, girl, 
wby speak in parables," he good-naturedly replied. " The kind 
Word was not wanting to put me on sucb a trail. We will be mar- 
Hed on the Sabbath, and please Heaven, the Wednesday, or the 
Saturday, at most, shall see me on the path of the Western trader.'* 

"No delay. Thou must depart witn the sun. The more active 
tbou provest on the journey the sooner wilt thou have the power to 
make me repent a foolish deed." 

But Faitli had been persuaded to relax a little from this severity. 
They were married on the Sabbath ; and the following day Content 
and Dudley left the valley in auest of the distant tribe on which the 
8cion of another stock was said to have been so violently engrafted. 

It is needless to dwell on the dangers and privations of such an 
Expedition. The Hudson, the Delaware, and the Susquehannah 
rivers, that were then better known in tales than to the inhabitants 
of New England, were all crossed; and, after a painful and haz- 
ardous journey, the adventurers reached the first of that collection 
of small interior lakes, whose banks are now so beautifully decorated 
with villages and farms. Here, in the bosom of savage tribes, and 
exposed to every danger of field and flood, supported only by his 
hopes, and bv the presence of a stout companion, that hardships or 
danger could not easily subdue, the father diUgently sought his 
ohila. 

At lenf^th a people were found who held a captive that answered 
the description of the trader. We shall not dwell on the feelinfifs 
with which Content approached the village that contained this little 
descendant of a white race. He had not concealed his errand, and 
^he sacred character in which he came found pity and respect even 
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toiongr &ose bEufbarouB tenants of the wildenieM. A deputation of 
the chiefs received him in the skirts of their clearing. He was 
conducted to a wigwam, where a oounoil fire was lighted, end an 
interpreter opened the subject by placing the amount of the ransom 
offered, and the jprofessions of peace with which the strangers came« 
in the fairest light before his auditors* It is not usual for tha 
American savage to loosen his hold easily on one naturalized in hii 
tribe. But the meek air and noble confidence of Content touched 
the latent qualities of these generous though fierce children of the 
woods. The girl was sent for, that she might stand in the presence 
of the elders of the nation. 

Ko language can paint the sensation with which Content first 
looked upon this adopted daughter of the savages. The years and 
eex were in accordance with his wishes, but, in place of the golden 
hair and azure eyes of tlie cherub he had lost, there appeared a 
girl in whose jet black tresses and equally dark organs of sight, he 
might better trace a descendant of the French of the Canadas, 
than one sprunj^ from his own Saxon lineage, (the father was not 
quick of mind m the ordinary occupations of life, but nature was 
^ow bi^ within him. There needed no second glance to teU how 
oruellv liis hopes had been deceived. A smothered groan strugg[led 
ibota. his chest, and then his self-command returned with the im- 
posing grandeur of christian resignation. He arose, and thanking 
the chie£s for their indulgence, he made no secret of the mistake by 
which he had been led so far on a fruitless errand. While speak* 
ing, the signs and gestures of Dudley gave him reason to believe 
that his companion nad something of importance to communicate. 
In a private mterview, the latter suggested the expediency of con« 
oealing the truth, and of rescuing the child they had in fact dis- 
covered from the hands of her barbarous masters. It was now too 
late to practise a deception that might have availed for this object, 
had the stem princip[les of Content permitted the artifice. But 
transferrins: some portion of the interest which he felt for his own off- 
spring to that of the unknown parent, who, like himself most pro- 
bably mourned the uncertain fate of the girl before him, he 
tendered the ransom intended for Ruth in behalf of the captive. It 
was rejected. Disappointed in both their objects, the adventurers 
were obliged to quit the village with weary feet and etill heavier 
Jiearts. 

If any who read these pages have ever felt the agony of suspense 
involving the best of human afieotions, they will £iow how to ap- 
t>reoiate the sufferings of the mother during the month that her 
XLusband was absent on this holy errand. At times hope brightened 
^ound her heart, until the glow of pleasure was again mantling on 
her cheek and playing in her eye. The first week of the adventure 
was one almost of happiness. The hazards of the journey were 
nearly for^tten in its anticipated results, and though occasional 
apprenengions quickened the pulses of one whose system answered 
fio fearfully to the movements of the spirit, there was a predomi 
nance of hope in ail her anticipations. Bhe again passed among 
her inaidcDj;^ with n mien in which joy was struggling with the 
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meekness of subdued habits, and her smiles once more began to 
beam with renovated happiness. To his dying day, Old Mark 
Heathcote never forgot the sudden sensation that was created by 
the soft laugh that on some unexpected occasion came to his ear 
from the lips of his son's wife. Though years had elapsed betweea 
the moment when that unwonted sound was heard, and the time 
at which the action of the tale now stands, he had never heard it 
repeated. To heighten the feelings which were now uppermost in 
the mind of Euth, when within a day's march of the village to 
which he was going. Content had found means to send the tidings 
of his prospects of success. It was over all these renewed wishes 
that disappointment was to throw its chill, and it was affections 
thus revived that were to be again blighted by the crudest of all 
withering influences, that of hope defeated. 

It was near the hour of the setting of the sun when Content and 
Dudley reached the deserted clearing, on their return to the vaUey. 
Their path led through this opening, on the mountain side, and 
there was one point among the bushes from which the buildings 
that had alreachr arisen from the ashes of the bumin&r mip^ht be dis- 
tinctly seen. Until now the husband and father had believed him- 
self equal to any eflbrt that duty might require in the progress of 
this mournful service. But here he paused, and communicated a 
wish to his companion that he would go ahead and break the 
nature of the deception that had led them so far on a fruitless mis- 
sion. Perhaps Content was himself ignorant of all he wished, or to 
what unskilful hands he had conflded a commission of more than 
ordinary delicacy. He merely felt his own inability, and with a 
weakness that may And some apology in his feelings, he saw his 
<H)mpanion depart without inslsructions, or indeed without any 
other guide than Nature. 

Though Faith had betrayed no marked uneasiness during the 
absence of the travellers, her quick eye was the first to discover the 
form of her husband, as he came with a tired step across the fields, 
in the direction of the dwellings. Long ere Dudley reached the 
house, every one of its inmates had assembled in the piazza. This 
was no meeting of turbulent delight, or of clamorous greetings. 
The adventurer drew near amid a silence so oppressive, that it 
utterly disconcerted a studied project, by which he had hoped to 
announce his tidings, in a manner suited to the occasion. His hand 
was on the gate of the little court, and still none spoke ; his foot 
was. on the low step, and yet no voice bade him welcome. The 
looks of the little group were ratier fixed on the features of Ruth, 
than on the person of him who approached. Her face was pallid 
as death, her eye contracted, but nlled with the mental effort that 
sustained her, and her lip scarce b*embled, as, in obedience to a 
feeling still stronger than the one which had so long oppressed her, 
she exclaimed — 

" Eben Dudley, where hast thou left my husband ?" 

" The young captain was a-foot weary, and he tarried in the 
second growth on the hill ; but so brave a walker cannot be far 
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behind. We ^all see him soon, at the opening by the dead beech ; 
and it is there that I recommend the Madam — " 

** It was thoughtful in Heathcote, and like his usual kindness to 
devise this well-meant caution !" said Ruth, across whose counte- 
nance a smile so radiant passed, that it imparted the expression 
which is believed to characterize the peculiar benignancy of angels. 
" Still it was unnecessary ; for he should have know that we place 
our strength on the Rock of Ages. Tell me, in what manner hath 
my precious one borne the exceeding weariness of thy tangled 
route r** 

The wandering glance of the messenger had gone from face to 
face, until it became fastened on the countenance of his own wife, 
in a settled unmeaning gaze. 

"Kay, Faith hath demeaned well, both as my assistant and as 
thy partner, and thou mayst see that her comeliness is in no degree 
changed. — ^And did the babe falter in tliis weary passage, or did 
she retard thy movements by her fretfulness ? But I jcnow thy 
nature, man ; she hath been borne over many long miles of moun- 
tain-side and treacherous swamp, in thine own vigorous arms. 
Thou answerest not, Dudley !" exclaimed Ruth, taking the alarm, 
and laying a hand iirmly on the shoulder of him she questioned, as 
forcing his half averted face to meet her eye, she seemed to read 
his soul. 

The muscles of the sun-bumt and strong features of the borderer 
worked involuntarily, his broad chest swelled to its utmost expan- 
sion, big burning drops rolled out upon his brown cheeks, and then 
taking the arm of Ruth in one of his own powerful hands, he com- 
pelled her to release her hold, with a firm but respectful exercise 
of his strength, and thrusting the form of his own wife, without 
ceremony aside, he passed through the circle, and entered the 
dwelling, with the tread of a giant. 

The head of Ruth dropped upon her bosom, the paleness again 
came over her cheeks, ana it was then, that the inward look of the 
eye might first be seen, which afterwards became so constant and 
so painful an expression in her countenance. From that hour, to 
the time in which the family of the Wish-Ton- Wish is again 
brought immediately before the reader, no further rumours were 
ever heard to lessen or to increase the wasting regrets of her 
bosom. 



CHAPTER XX. 

** Sir, he hath never fed of the dainties that are bred in a book ; he hath not 
eat paper, as it were; he hath not drank ink: his intellect is not replenished ; 
he is only an animal ; only sensible in the duller parts." — Lovers Labour Lost. 

" Heue Cometh Faith, to bring us tidings of the hamlet," said 
the husband of the woman whose character we have so feebly 
sketched, as he took his seat in the piazza, at the early hour and in 
the group already mentioned. " The Ensign hath been abroad in 
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the hills, throTi&rhoiit the night, with a chosen partyof our people,, 
and perchance she hath heen sent with the suhstance of Uiat they 
kare jjathered, concerning the unknown trail." 
^ " lie heavy-footed Dudley hath scarce mounted to the dividins 
ridge, where, report goeth, the prints of moccasins were seen, 
observed a young man, who in his person bore all the evidences of 
an active and healthful manhood. '* Of what service is the scout- 
ing that f aileth of the necessary distance by the weariness of its 
leader?" 

" If thou believest, boy, that thy young foot is equal to contend 
with the sinews of £ben Dudley, there may be occasion to show 
the magnitude of thy error, ere the danger of this Indian outbreak* 
ing shall pass away. Thou art too stubborn of will, Mark, to be 
yet trusted with tiie leading of parties that ma]^ hold the safety of 
aU who dwell in the Wish-Ton- Wish within theur keeping.'* 

The young man looked displeased, but fearful that his father 
might observe and misinterpret his humour into a personal dis- 
respect, he turned away, permitting his frowning eye to rest for an 
instant on the timid and stolen glance of a maiden, whose cheek 
was glowing like the eastern sky, as she busied herself with the* 
preparations of the table, 

**^What welcome news dost bring fipom the sign of the Whip- 
Poor- Will?" Content asked of the woman, who had now come 
within the little gate of his court '* Hast seen the Ensign since the 
party took the hul paths, or is it some traveller who hath charged 
thee with matter for our ears ?" 

*'£ye of mine hath not seen the man since he girded himself 
with the sword of office," returned Faith, entering the piazza 
and nodding salutation to those around her ; '* and as for strangers, 
when the olook shall strike noon, it will be one month to the day 
that the last of them was housed within my doors. But I complain 
not of the want of custom, as the Ensi^ would never quit the bar 
and his gossip, to go into the mountain-lots, so long as there was 
one to fillhis ears with the marvels of the old countries, or even to 
discourse of the home-stirrings of the oolonies themselves." 

" Thou speakest lightly, Faith, of one who merits thy respect and 
ity duty." 

The eye of the former studied the meek oountenanoe of her from 
whom uiis reproof came, with an intenseness and a melancholy 
that showed her thoughts were on other matters, and then, as if 
suddenly recalled to what had passed, she resumed: — 

'* Truly, what with duty to the man as a husband, and respect to 
him as an officer of the colony, Madam Heathcote, the task is not 
one of easy bearing. If the King's representative had given the 
colours to my brother Reuben, and left the Dudley with the hal* 
herd in his hand, the nreferment would have been ample for one of 
his qualities, and all the better for the credit of the settlement." 

** The Governor distributed his favour according to the advice of 
men competent to distinguish merit," said Content. '* Eben was 
foremost m the bloody anair among the people of the plantations, 
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where his manhood was of good example to all in company. Should 
he continue as faithful and aa yaUant, thou mayst yet live to see 
thyself consort of a captain l" 

"Not for glory gained in this night's 'marching, for yonder 
oometh the man with a sound body and, seemingly, with the 
stomach of a Caesar, — ay, and I'll answer for it, of a regiment too ! 
It is no trifle that will satisfy his apnetite after one of these — ah ! 
pray heayen the fellow be not hannea— truly, he hath our neigh- 
Dour Ergot in attendance." 

" There is other than he, too, for one cometh in the rear whos9 

Slit and air is unknown to me— the trail hath been struck and 
udley leadeth a captive ! A aayage in his, paint and cloak of 
skin is taken." 

This assertion caused all to rise* for the excitement of an appre- 
hended inroad was EtiU strong in the minds of those secluded 
people. Not a syllable more was uttered until the scout and his 
companion were before them. 

The quick glance of Faith had scanned the nerson of her husband, 
and resuming her spirits with the certainty wat he was unharmed* 
she was the hrst to greet him with words. 

'*How now. Ensign Dudley," said the woman, quite possibly 
Texed that she had unguardedly betrayed a greater interest in his 
welfare, than she might always deem prudentr-" How now. Ensign* 
hath the campai^ ended with no better trophy than this ?" 

" The fellow is not a chief nor, by his step and doll look, eyen a 
warrior, but he was, neyertheless, a lurker nigh the settlements, 
and it was thought prudent to brin^him in," returned the husbimdy 
addressing himaelf to Content, whUe he answered the salutation of 
his wife with a aufSoiently brief nod, ** My own scouting hath 
brought nothing to light, but my brother Ring hath fallen on the 
trail of him that is here present, and it is not a little that we are 
puzzled in probing, as the good Doctor Ergot calleth it, into the 
meaning of nis errand." 

** Of what tribe may the aayage be V* 

" There hath been discussion among us on that matter," re- 
turned Dudley, with an oblique glance of the eye towards the phy- 

Narragansett, while others think he 



sioian. " Some have said he is a Narragansett, i 
cometh of a stock still further east." 

** In giyin^ that opinion, I spoke merely of his secondary or 
acquired habits," interrupted Ergot; ** for haying reference to his 
original, the man is assuredly a white." 

*' A white !" re]^ated idl around him. 

<< Beyond a ca^ ; as may be seen by diyers particulars in his 
outward conformation, yiz., in tiiie shape of the head, the muscles of 
the arms and of the legs, the air and gait, besides sundry other 
signs that are familiar to men who haye made the physical pecu- 
liiuritiea of the two races their study." 

'* One of which is this l" continued Dudley, throwing up the robe 
of the oaptiye, and giying his companiims the oomar eyidenoe 
which had so satiafaotorily zemoTed imI Ua own doubts, " Though 
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the colour of the skin may not be proof positive, like that named 
by our neighbour Ergot, it is still sometning in helping a man of 
little learmng to make up an opinion in such a matter." 

" Madam !" exclaimed Faitn so suddenly as to cause her she 
addressed to start ; ** for the sake of Heaven's mercy ! let thy 
maidens bring soap and water, that the face of this man oe cleansed 
of itspaint." 

" What foolishness is thy brain set upon," rejoined the Ensign, 
who had latterly affected some of that superior gravity which might 
be supposed to belong to his official station. " We are not now 
imder the roof of the Whip-Poor- Will, wife of mine, but in the 
presence of those wlvo need none of thy suggestions to give proper 
forms to an examination of office." 

Faith heeded no reproof. Instead of waiting for others to per- 
form that which she nad desired, she applied nerself to the task 
with a dexterity Uiat had been acquired by long practice, and 
a zeal that seemed awakened by some extraordinary emotion. In 
a minute the colours had disappeared from the features of the cap- 
live, and though deeply tanned by exposure to an American sun and 
to sultry winds, his face was unequivocally that of one who owed 
iis origm to an European ancestry. The movements of the eager 
woman were watched with curious interest by ail present, and when 
the short task was ended, a murmur of surprise broke simul- 
taneously from every lip. 

•* There is meaning in this masquerade," observed Content, who 
had long and intently studied the dull and ungainly countenance 
that was exposed. to his scrutiny by the operation. "I have heard 
of Christian men who have sold themselves to gain, and who, for- 
getting religion and the love of their race, have been known to 
^eague with the savage in order to pursue rapine in the settlements. 
This wretch hath the subtlety of one of the French of the Canadas 
in his eye." 

"Away! away!" cried Faith, forcing herself in firont of the 
speaker, and, by placing her two hands on the shaven crown of the 
prisoner, forming a sort of shade to his features. " Away with all 
folly about the Frenchers and wicked leagues I This is no plotting 
miscreant, but a stricken innocent ! Whittal ; my brother Whittal, 
dost know me ?" 

The tears rolled down the cheeks of the wayward woman as she 
gazed into the face of her witless relative, whose eye lighted with 
one of its occasional gleams of intelligence, and who indulged in a 
low, vacant laugh, ere he answered her earnest interrogatory. 

" Some speak like men from over sea," he said, " andf some speak 
like men oi the woods. Is there such a thing as bear's meat, or a 
mouthful of hominy in the wigwam ?" 

Had the voice of one long known to be in the grave broken on 
the ears of the family, it would scarcely have produced a deeper 
sensation, or have quickened the blood more violently about their 
hearts, than this sudden and utterly unexpected discovery of the 
character of their captive. Wonder and awe held them mute for a 
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time, and then Ruth was seen standing before the restored wanderer, 
her hands clasped in the attitude of petition, her eye contracted ana 
imploring, and her whole person expressive of the suspense and ex- 
citement which had roused her long latent emotions to agony. 

'* Tell me," said a thrilling yoice, Uiat miffht have quidiened the 
intellect of one even duller than the man aadressed, ** as thou hast 
pity in thy heart, tell me if my baby yet live ?" 

"Tis a good babe," returned the other; and then laughing 
again in his own vacant and unmeaning manner, he bent his eyes 
with a species of stupid wonder on Paith, in whose appearance 
there was far less change than in the speaking but wasted coun- 
tenance of her who stood immediately before him. 

" Give leave, dearest Madam," interposed the sister : " I know 
the nature of the boy, and could ever do more with him than any 
other." 

But this request was useless. The system of the mother in its 
present state of excitement was unequal to further effort. Sinking 
into the watchful arms of Content, she was borne away, and for a 
minuto the anxious interest of the handmaidens left none but the 
men on the piazza. 

" Whittat my old playfellow, Whittal Binflr;" said the son of 
Content, advancing with a humid eye to take the hand of the 

Prisoner. " Hast forgotten, man, the companion of thy early days? 
t is young Mark Heathcote that speaks. 

The other looked up into his coimtenance for a moment with a 
reviving recollection ; but, shaking his head, he drew back in 
marked displeasure, muttering loudenough to be heard — 

'* What a false liar is a pale-face ! Here is one of the tall 
rogues wishing to pass for a loping boy !" 

What more ne uttered his auditors never knew, for he instantly 
changed his language to some dialect of an Indian tribe. 

•* The mind of tiie unhappy youth hath even been more blunted, 
by exposure and the usages of a savag elife than by Nature," said 
Content, who with most of the others had been recalled by his 
interest in the examination, to the scene they had momentarily 
quitted. *'Let the sister deal tenderly with the lad, and in 
Heaven's time shall we learn the truth." 

The deep feeling of the father clothed his words with authority. 
The ea^er group gave place, and something like the solemnity of 
an official exammation succeeded to the irregular and hu^ed in- 
terrogatories, which had first broken on the dull intellect of the 
recovered wanderer. 

The dependante took their stations in a cirde around the chair of 
the Puritan, by whose side was placed Content, while Faith induced 
her brother to be seated on the step of the piazza, in a manner that 
all might hear. The attention of the brotner, himself, was drawn 
from the formality of the arrangement, by placing food in his 
hands. 

'* And now, Whittal, I would know," commenced the rea<hr wo- 
man, when a deep silence denoted the attention of the auditors, 

X 
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** I would know, if tbou lememberest the day I clad Ihee in gaxmenfs 
of bouffhten doth, from oyer sea; and now fond thou wast of 
being seen among the kine in oolouis so gnj }" 

The yoong man looked up in her fiuse, as if the tones of her yoice 
gaye bim pleasure, but instead of making any reply, he preferred 
to munch the bread, with which she had endeayoured to lure him 
back to their ancient confidence. 

" Surel^r, boy, thou canst not so soon haye forgotten the ^ I 
bought, with the hard earnings of a wheel that turned at night. 
The tail of yon peacock Ib not finer than thou then wast. But I 
will make thee such another garment^ that thou may'st go with 
the trainers to their weekly minster." 

The youth dropped the robe of skin that ooyered the upper part 
of his body, and making a forward gesture, with the grayx^ or an 
Indian he answered— 

" Whittal is a warrior on his path; he has no time for the talk 
of the women V* 

" Now, brother, thou forsettest the manner in which I was wont 
to feed thy hunger, as the frost pinched thee, in the cold mornings, 
and at tiie hour when the kine needed thy care ; else thou wouldat 
not call ^Tf*ft woman. 

** Hast oyer been on the trail of a Pequot? Enow'st how to 
whoop among the men i" 

** What is an Indian whoop to the bleating of thy flocks, or the 
bellowing of cattle in the bushes I Thou rememberest the sound 
of the bells, as they tingled among the second growth of an 
eyening ?" 

The andent herdsman turned his head, and seemed to lend his 
attention, as a do^ listens to an approaching footstep. But the 
gleam of recollection was quickly lost. In the next moment, he 

S 'elded to the more podtiye, and possibly more urgent, dentands of 
s appetite. 

" Then hast thou lost the use of ears : else thou wonldst not say 
that thou forgettest the sound of the bells }*' 

** Did'st oyer hear a wolf howl !*' exclaimed the other. '* That's 
a sound for a hunter ! I saw the Great Chief strike the striped 
panther, when the boldest warrior of the tribe grew white as a 
Graying pale-&oe at his leaps I" 

** Talk not to me of your rayenous beasts and Great Chie&. 
but rather let us think of the days when we were young, and 
when thou hadst delight in the sports of a Christian childhood. 
Hast forgotten, Whittal, how our mother used to give us leaye to 
pass the idle time in games among the snow ?" 

"Kipset hath a mother in her wigwam, but he asketh no leaye 
to go on the hunt He is a man ; the next snow he wiU be a 
warrior." 

" Silly boy ! This is some treachery of the saya^, by which 
he has bound thjr weakness with the fetters of his craftiness. 
Thy mother, Whittal, was a woman of Christian beliel^ and one 
of a white race ; and a kind and mourning mother was she 
oyer thy feeble mindeduess. Dost not remember, unthankful of 
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heart ! how she nursed thy siekly hours in boyhood, and how- 
she administered to all thy bodily wants ? Who was it that fed 
thee when a-hungred, or who had compassion on thy waywardness, 
"when others tired of thy idle deeds, or grew impatient of thy 
weakness ?" v 

The brother'looked, for an instant, at the flushed features of the 
speaker, as if glimmerings of some faintly distinguished scenes 
crossed the visions of his mind ; but the animal still predominated^ 
and he continued to feed his hunger. 

'*This exceedeth human endurance 1" exclaimed Ihe excited 
Faith. "Look into this eye, weak one, and say if thou knowest 
her who jsupplied the place of that mother, whom thou refusest to 
remember ; she who hath toiled for thy oomfort, and who hath 
never refused to listen to all thy plaints, and to soften all thy 
sufferings. Look at this eye and speak ; dost know me V* 

'* Certain !" returned the other, laughing with a half intelligent 
expression of recognition ; " lis a woman of the pale-faces, and I 
warrant me, one l£at will never be satisfied till she hath all the 
fiirs of the Americas on her back, and all the venison of the wooda 
in her kitchen. Didst ever hear the tradition, how that wicked 
race got into ^e hunting grounds, and robbed the warriors of the 
country ?" 

The disappointment of Faith had made her too impatient to lend 
a pleased attention to this tale, but, at that moment, a form ap« 
neared at her side, and by a quiet and commanding gesture directed 
ner to himiour the temper of the wanderer. 

It was Euth, in whose pale cheek and anxious eye all the in* 
tenseness of a mother's longings might be traced in its most 
touching aspect. Though so lately helpless, and sinking beneath 
her emotions, the sacred feelings which now sustained her seemed 
to supply the place of aU other aid, and as she glided past the 
listen^ig circle even Content himself had not believed it necessary 
to offer succour, or to interpose with remonstrance. Her quie^ 
meaning gesture seemed to 8ay» '* proceed, and show all indulgence 
to the weakness of the young man." The rising discontent of 
Faitib was checked by habitual reverence, and she prepared to 
obey. 

** And what say the silly traditions of which you speak," she 
added; ere the current of his dull ideas had time to change its 
direction. 

**'Tis spoken by the old men in the villages, and what is there 
said is gospel true. You see all around you land that is covered 
with hul and valley, and which once bore wood, without the fear 
of the axe, and over which game was spread with a bountiful hand. 
There are runners and hunters in our tribe who have been on a 
etraiffht i>ath, towards the setting sun, untU their legs were weary 
and meir eyes could not see the clouds that hang over the salt lake, 
and yet they say 'tis everywhere beautiful as yonder green moun- 
tain. Tall trees and shaAj woods, rivers and lakes filled with fish, 
and deer and beaver plentiful as the sands on the sea-shore. All 
this land and water the Great Spirit gave to men of red skins, fo» 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



104 TUB HEATHCOTES ; OB, 

them he loved, since they spoke truth in their trihes, were true to 
their friends, hated their enemies, and knew how to take scalps, 
^ow, a thousand snows had come and melted since this gift was 
made," continued Whittal, who spoke with the air of one charged 
with the narration of a grave tradition, though he prohably did no 
more than relate what many repetitions had rendered familiar to 
his inactive mind, " and yet none but red-skins were seen to hunt 
the moose or to ^ on the war-path. Then the Great Spirit grew 
angry ; he hid his face from his children because they quarrelled 
among themselves. Big canoes came out of the rising sun, and 
brougnt a hungry and wicked people into the land. At first the 
strangers spoke soft and complaining, like women; they begged 
room for a few wigwams, and said if tne warriors would give them 
ground to plant tney would ask their God to look upon the red 
men ; but when they grew strong they forgot their words, and made 
liars of themselves. Oh, they are wicked knaves ! A pale-face is 
a panther. When a-hungered, you can hear him whining in the 
bushes like a strayed inmnt, but when you come within his leap 
beware of tooth and claw !" 

" This evil-minded race, then, robbed the red warriors of their 
land?" 

" Certain ! they spoke like sick women till they grew stronff, and 
then they out devilled the Pequots themselves in wickedness ; 
feeding tne warriors with their burning milk, and slaying with 
blazing inventions that they made out of the yellow meal." 

"And the Pequods! was their great warrior dead before the 
coming of the men from over sea }*' 

"You are a woman that has never heard a tradition, or you 
would know better I A Pequot is a weak and crawling cub." 

" And thou— thou art then a Nairagansett ?" 

" Don't I look like a man ?" 

" I had mistaken thee for one of our nearer neighbours, the Mo> 
hegan Pequods." 

" The Mohicans are basket-makers for the Tengeese ; but the 
Karragansett goes leaping through the woods, like a wolf on the 
trail of the deer!" 

"All this is quite in reason, and now thou pointest to its justice I 
cannot fail but see it. But we have curiosity to know more of the 
giteat tribe. Hast ever heard of one of thy people, Whittal, known 
as Miantonimoh — 'tis a chief of some renown." 
' The witless youth had continued to eat at intervals, but on hearing 
this question, he seemed suddenly to forget his appetite. For a 
moment he looked down, and then he answered slowly and not 
without solemnity, — 

" A man cannot live for ever." 

" What !" said Faith, motioning to her deeply-interested auditors 
to restrain their impatience, " has he quitted his people. And thoa 
lived with him, Whittal, ere he came to his end? 

" He never looked on Nipset, nor Nipset on him." 

" I know nought of this Nipset; tell me of the great Mian- 
tonimoh." 
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" Bost need to hear twice ! The SacL?m is gone to the far land, 
and Nipset will be a warrior when the next snow comes !" 

Disappointment threw a cloud on eyerv countenance, and the 
beam of hope which had been Jdndlinff in the eye of Ruth, changed 
to the former painful expression of deep inward suffering. But 
Faith still managed to repress all speech among those who hstened, 
oontinuing the examination after a short delay that her vexation 
rendered unayoidable. 

• " I had thought that Miantonimoh was stiU a warrior in his tribe," 
she said. " In what battle did he fall?" 

*' Mohican Uncas did that wicked deed. The pale-men gave l^irn 
great riches to murder the Sachem." 

*'Thou speakest of the father; but there was another Mi- 
antonimoh: he who in boyhood dwelt among the people of white- 
blood." 

Whittal listened attentively; and after seeming to rally his 
thoughts, he shook his head, saying before he again began to eat, — 

'* There never was but one of the name, and there never 
will be another. Two eagles do not build their nests in the same 
tree." 

'* Thou sayest truly," continued Faith, well knowing that to dis- 
pute the information of her brother was in effect to close his mouth. 
^' Now tell me of Conanchet, the present Narragansett Sachem ; he 
who hath leagued with Metacom, and hath of late been driven from 
his fastness near the sea ; doth he yet live?" 

The expression of the brother's countenance underwent another 
change. In place of the childish importance with which he had 
hitherto replied to the questions of his sister, a look of over- reaching 
cunning gathered about his dull eye. The organ glanced slowly 
and cautiously around him, as if its owner expected to detect some 
visible sign of those covert intentions he so evidentlv distrusted. 
Instead of answering, the wanderer continued his meal, though less 
like one who had need of sustenance than one resolved to make no 
communications which might prove dangerous. This change was 
not unobserved by Faith, or by any of those who so intently watched 
the means by which she had been endeavouring to threaa the con- 
fused ideas of one so dull, and yet who at need seemed so practised 
in savage artifice. She prudently altered her manner of interro- 
gating, oy endeavouring to lead his thoughts to other matters. 

" I warrant me," continued the sister, " that thou now beginnest 
to call to mind the times when thou led'st the' cattle among the 
bushes, and how thou wert wont to call on Faith to give thee food, 
when a-weary with threading the woods in auest of the kine. Hast 
ever been assailed by the Sarragansetts thyself, Whittal, when 
dwelling in the house of a pale-face ?" 

The brother ceased eating. A^ain he appeared to muse as in- 
tently as was possible for one of his circumscribed intellects. But 
shaking his head in the negative, he silently resumed the grateful 
ofiice of mastication. 

" What ! hast come to be a warrior, and never known a scalp 
taken, or seen a fire lighted in the roof of a wigwam?" 
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WHttal laid down the food, and turned to liis sister. Bis £Eioe 
was teeming with a wild and fierce meaning, and he indulged in a 
low but triumphant laugh. When this exhibition of satisfaction 
was over, he consented to reply. 

'* Certain," he said. " We went on a path, in the night, against 
the lying Yengeese, and no burning of the woods ever scorched the 
'arth as we blackened their fields! Ail their proud houBen were 
turned into piles of coals." 

** And where and when did yon this aet of brave ven- 
geance?" 

'* They called the place after the bird of night; as if an Indian 
name could save them from an Indian massacre !" 

"Ha! 'tis of the Wish-Ton-Wish thon speakest! But thou 
wast a sufferer, and not an actor, brother, in that heartless 
burning." 

'* Thon liest like a wicked woman of the pale-fSaoes, as thou art ! 
Kipset was only a boy on that path, but he went with his people. I 
tell thee we singed the very 'arth with our brands, and not a head 
of them all ever rose again from the ashes." 

l^otwithstanding her great self-command, and the object that was 
constantly before the mind of Faith, she shuddered at the fierce 
pleasure witii which her brother pronounced the extent of the 
Tengeanoe that, in his ima^ary character, he believed he had 
taken on his enemies. Still oautious not to destroy an illu- 
sion which >mi^ht aid her in the so long defeated and so anxi- 
ously desired discovery, the woman repressed her horror, and con- 
tinued. 

" True— yet some were spared—surely the warriors carried pri** 
Boners back to their village. Thou didst not slay all?" 

"All." 

*' Nay-Hihon speakest now of the miserables who were wrapt in 
the blazing block ; but—but some, without, might have fallen into 
thy hands, ere the assailed sought shelter in the tower. 6urely— * 
surely thou didst not kill all?" 

The hard breathing of Ruth oanght the ear of WHttal, and for a 
moment he turned to regard her countenance in dull wonder. But 
again shaking his head, he answered in a low, positive tone, — 

" All ; — ay, to the screeching women and crying babes !" 

" Surely there is a child— I would say there is a woman, in thy 
tribe, of fairer skin and of form different from most of thy people. 
Was not such an one led a oaptive, from the burning of the 
Wish-Ton- Wish?" 

" Dost think the deer wUl li^oe with the wolf, or hast ever found 
the cowardly pigeon in the nest of the hawk ?" 

"I^ay, thou art of different colour thyself, Whittal, and it well 
may be, thou art not alone." 

The youth regarded his sister a moment with marked displeasure^ 
and then on turning to eat, he muttered,— 

" There is as much fire in snow, as truth in a lying Yen-» 

r 

18 examination must close," said Content^ with aheavy sigli; 
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** at another honr we may hope to push the matter to some more 
fortunate result, hut, yonder cometh one charged with especial 
service from the towns helow, as would seem hy the fact that he 
disregardeth the holiness of l^e day, no leas than hy the earnest 
manner in which he is journeying." 

As the individual named was visihle to all who bhose to look in 
the direction of the hamlet, his sudden apnearanoe caused a 
general interruption to the interest which had heen so strongly 
awakened on a suhject that was familiar to every resident in the 
valley. 

The early honr, the gait at which tlie stranger urged his horse, 
the manner in which he passed the open and inviting door of the 
Whip-Poor- Will, proclaimed him a messen^ who prohahly hore 
some communication of importance from the government of the 
colony to the younger Heatncote, who filled the highest station of 
official authority in that distant settlement. Ohservations to this 
purport had passed from mouth to mouth, and curiosity was 
actively alive, oy the time the horseman rode into the court. There 
he dismounted, and covered with the dust of the road^ he presented 
himself with ti^e air of one who had paased the night in the saddlot 
before the man he sought. 

" I have orders for Captain Content Heathcote," said the mes- 
senger, saluting all around him with the usual grave hut studied 
oourtesjr of the people to whom he belonged. 

" He is here to receive and to obey," was the answer. 

The traveller wore a little of that mysteriousness that is so grateful 
to certain minds, which, from inabihty to command respect in any 
other manner, are fond of making secrets of matters that might as 
well be revealed. In obedience to this feeling, be expressed a desire 
that his communications miffht be made apart. Content quietly 
motioned for him to follow, leading the way into an inner apart- 
ment of the house. As a new direction was given by this interrupt 
tion to the thoughts of the spectators of the foregoing scene, we 
shall also take the opportunity to digress, in order to lay before the 
reader some general facts that may be neoessaiy to the connexion 
of the sabsequent parts of the legend. 



CHAPTER XXL 

''Be eertsia what yon do, tHjti Utt yow Josilce 
fkova Tiotenc o ^ 

Thb designs of the celebrated Metacom had been betrayed to the 
colonists, by the treachery of a subordinate warrior named Sa^- 
man. The punishment of this treason led to inquiries, whicii 
terminated in accusations affainst the great Sachem of the Worn* 
panoags. Scorning to vindicate himself before enemies that he 
mtedy and perhaps distrusting their olemenc^^ Metacom no longer 
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endeayoured to cloak his proceedings, but throwing aside the em- 
bleras of peace he openly appeared with an armed hand. 

The tragedy had comipenced about a year before the period at 
which the tale has now arrived. A scene not unlike that detailed 
in the foregoing pages took place; the brand, the knife, and the 
tomahawk doing their work of destruction, without pity or without 
remorse. But, unlike the inroad of the Wish-Ton-Wish, this 
^ expedition was immediately followed by others, until the whole of 
New England was engaged in the celebrated war to which we have 
before referred. 

The entire white poi)uIation of the colonies of New England had 
shortly before been estimated at one hundred and twenty thousand 
souls. Of this number it was thou^t that sixteen thousand men 
were capable of bearing arms. Had time been given for the 
maturity of the plans of Metacom, he might have reaaily assembled 
bands of warriors, who, aided by their familiarity with the woods, 
and accustomed to the privations of such a warfare, would have 
threatened serious danger to the growing strength of the whites. 
But the ordinary and selfish feelings of man were as active among 
these wild tribes as they are known to be in more artificial com- 
munities. The indefatigable Metacom, like that Indian hero of oar 
own times, Tecumthd, had passed ^rears in endeavouring to appease 
ancient enmities and to lull jealousies, in order that all of rea blood 
might unite in crushing a foe that promised, should he be longer 
iinaisturbed in his march to power, soon to be too formidable for 
their united efforts to subdue. The premature explosion in some 
manner averted the dan^r. It gave the English time to strike 
several severe blows against the toibe of their great enemy before 
his allies had determined to make common cause in his desi^. 
The summer and autumn of 1675 had been passed in active 
hostilities between the English and Wampanoags without openly 
drawing anv other nation into the contest. Some of the Pequots, 
with their a[ependent tribes, even took sides with the whites; and 
we read of the Mohegans being actively employed in harassing the 
Sachem on his weU-Known retreat from that neck of land, where 
he had been hemmed in by the English with the expectation that 
he might be starved into submission. 

The warfare of the first summer was, as might be expected, 
attended by various de^ees of success; fortune quite as often 
favouring the red men, in their desultory attempts at annoyance, 
as their more disciplined enemies. Instead of oonfinine his opera- 
tions to his own circumscribed and easily environea districts, 
Metacom had led his warriors to the distant settlements on the 
Connecticut; and it was during the operations of this season that 
several of the towns on that nver were first assailed and laid in 
ashes. Active hostilities had in some measure ceased between the 
"Wompanoa^s and the English with the cold weather, most of the 
troops retirmg to their homes, while the Indians apparently paused 
to take breath for their final effort. 

It was, however, previously to this c< sation of activity that the 
imissioners of the United Colonies, vm tuey were called, met to 
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deTise the means of a concerted resistance. Unlike theiT former 
dang-ers from the same quarter, it was manifest, by the manner in. 
which a hostile feeling was spreading aronnd their whole frontier, 
that a leading spirit had given as much of unity and design to the 
movements of tne foe, as could probably ever be created amon^ a 
people so separated by distance, and so divided in communities. 
Kignt or wrong, the colonists gravely decided that the war on their 
part was just. Great preparations were therefore made to carry it 
on, the ensuing summer, in a manner more suited to their means 
and to the absolute necessities of their situation. It was in conse- 
quence of the arrangements made for bringing a portion of the 
inhabitants of the colony of Connecticut into the field, that we find 
the principal characters of our legend in the warlike guise in which 
they have iust been re-introducea to the reader. 

Although the Narragansetts had not, at iirst, been openly impli- 
cated in tne attacks on the colonists, facts soon came to the know- 
lege of the latter, wjiich left nb doubt of the state of feeling in that 
nation. Many of dieir young men were discovered among the 
followers of Metacom, and arms taken from whites who had been 
slain in the different encounters were also seen in their villages. 
One of the first measures of the Commissioners, therefore, was to 
enticipate more serious opposition, by directing an overwhelming 
force against this people. The party collected on that occasion 
was probably the largest military body which the English at that 
early day had ever assembled in their colonies. It consisted of a 
thousand men, of whom no inconsiderable number was cavalry, a 
species of troops that, as all subsequent experience has shown, is 
admirably adapted to operations against so active and so subtle 
a foe. 

The attack was made in the depth of winter, and it proved fear- 
fully destructive to the assailed. The defence of Conanchet, the 
young Sachem of the Narragansetts, was everyway worthy of his 
high character for courage and mental resources; nor was the 
victory gained without serious loss to the colonists. The native 
chief had collected his warriors and taken post on a small area of 
firm land that was situated in the centre of a densely wooded 
swamp, and the preparations for resistance betrayed a singular 
familiarity with the military expedients of a white man. There 
had been a palisadoed breast-work, a species of redoubt, and a 
regular block-house to overcome ere the colonists could penetrate 
into the fortified village itself. The first attempts were unsuccessful, 
the Indians having repulsed their enemies with loss. But better 
arms and greater concert finally prevailed, though not without a 
strugg-le that lasted for many hours, and not until the defendants 
were, in truth, nearly surrounded. 

The events of that memorable day made a deep impression on the 
minds of men who were rarely excited by any incidents of a great 
and movinff character. It was still the suyect of earnest and not 
tmfrejiuently of melancholy discourse around the firesides of the 
colonists, nor was the victory achieved without accompaniments 
which, however unavoidable they might have been, had a tendency 
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to raise doubts in the minds of oonseientioos reliffionists concerning 
the lawfulness of their cause. It is said that a Yillagre of six hundred 
cabins was burnt, and that hundreds of dead and wounded were 
consumed in the conflagration. A thousand warriors were thought 
to have lost their lives in this affair, and it was believed that the 
power of the nation was broken for ever. The sufferers among the 
colonists themselves were numerous, and mouming came into a 
vast many families with the tidings of victory.' 

In this expedition most of the men of the Wish-Ton- Wish had 
been conspicuous actors under the orders of Content. They had 
not escaped with impunity; but it was confldently hoped that their 
courage was to meet its reward in a long continuance ox peace, which 
was the more desirable on account of their remote and exposed 
situation. 

In the mean time, the Narragansetts were far from being subdued. 
Throughout the whole continuance of the inclement season, they 
bad caused alarms on the frontiers,- and in one or two instances 
tiieir renowned Sachem had taken si^^nal vengeance for the dire 
affair in which his people had so heavily suffered. As the spring 
adv^uiced tibe inroads became still more frequent; and the appear- 
ances of danger so far increased as to require a new call on the 
colonists to arm. The messenger introduced in the last chapter, 
ifTas chared with matter that had a reference to the events of this 
war, and it was with an especial communication of great urffenoy 
that he had now demanded his secret audience with the leader of 
the military force of the valley. 

" Thou mist affairs of moment to deal with, Captain Heathoote," 
said the hard-riding traveller, when he found himself alone with 
Content. *' The orders of his Honour are to spare neither whip nor 
spur nntil the chief men of the borders shall be warned of the 
actual situation of the colony." 

''Hath aught of moving interest occurred that his Honour 
deemeth there is necessity for unusual watchfulness^ We had 
hoped that the prayers of the pious were not in vain; and that a 
time of quiet was about to succeed to that violence of which, bounden 
by our social covenants, we have unhappily been unwilling spec- 
tators. The bloody assault of Pettyquamscott hath exercised our 
minds severely—- nay, it hath even raised doubts of the lawfulness 
of some of our deeds." 

** Thou hast a commendable spirit of forgiveness, Captain Heath* 
oote, or thy memory would extend to other scenes than those 
which bear relation to the punishment of an enemy so remorseless. 
It is said on the river, that the valley of Wish-ton-Wish hath been 
visited by the savage in its day, and men speak freely of the 
wrongs suffered by its owners on that pitiless occasion." 

" The truth may not be denied, even that good should come 
thereof. It is certain that much suffering was inflicted on me and 
on mine, by the inroad of which you speak ; nevertheless we have ever 

*ven to consider it as a merciful chastisement, inflicted for mani* 
'ins, rather than as a subject that might be remembered, in 
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order to stmralate passions that, in all reason as in all oharity, 
should slumber, as much as a weak nature will allow." 

" This is well, Oaptain Heathoote, and in exoeedingr conformity 
with the most received doctrines," retomed the stranger, slightly 
^ping, either from want of rest tibe previous night, or nom dis- 
inclination to so graye a subject; "but it hath little oonnexioa 
with present duties. My charae beaieth especial concern with the 
further destruction of 'nie Indians, rather than to any inward 
aearchings into the condition of our own mental misgivings, con- 
oeming any right it may be thought proper to question, that hath 
a reference to the dut:i^ of self-protection. There is no unworthy 
dweller in the Connecticut colony, sir, that hath endeavoured more 
to cultivate a tender consoienoe than the wretched sinner who 
standeth before you; for I have the exceeding happiness to at 
under the outpourings of a spirit* that hath few mortal sux^eriors 
in the matter of precious gifts. I now speak of Dr. Calvin Pope; 
a most worthy and soul-quieting divine ; one who s^areth not the 
goad when the conscience needeth pricking, nor hesitateth to dis- 
pense consolation to him who seeth lis fjBillen estate; and one that 
never faileth to detl with charity, and humbleness of spirit, and 
forbearance with the failings of fnends, and forgiveness of enemies* 
as the chiefest dens of a renovated moral existence ; and, therefore, 
there can be but little reason to diabrust the spiritual rightlidnesy 
of all that listen to the riches of his disoourse. But when it 
Cometh to be question of life or deatii, a matter of dominion and 
possession of these fair landa, that the Lord hath given— why. 
air, then I say that, like the Israelites dealing with the sinful 
occupants of Canaan, it behoveth ns to be true to each other, and 
to look upon the heathen with a distrustfdl eye." 

*' There may be reason in that thou utterest," observed Content* 
lorrowfolly. " Still it is lawful to mourn even ihe necessi^ which 
oonduceth to all this strife. I had hoped that they, who direct the 
oouncils of the colony, might have resorted to less violent means of 
persuasion, to lead the savage back to reason, than that which 
Cometh from the armed hand. Of what nature is thy ec^cial 
errands" 

" Of deep urgency, got, as will be seen in the narration,*' returned 
the other, dropping his voice like one habitually ^ven to the dra- 
matic part of diplomacy, however unskilful he might have bedn in 
its more intellectual accomplishments. " Thou wast in the Petty- 
quamscott scourginflr* and need not be reminded of the manner in 
which the Lord dealt with our enemies, on that favour-dispensing 
day, but it may not be known to one, so remote from the stirring 
and daily transactions of Christendom, in what manner the savage 
hath taken the chastisement. The restless and still unconquered 
Conanchet hath deserted his towns, and taken refuge in the open 
woods ; where it exceedeth the skill and uBa|:e of our civilized men 
of war, to discover, at all times, the position and force of their 
enemies. The consequences may be easily conjectured. The 
savage hath broken in upon, and laid waste, in whole or in part* 
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finiUy,— Lancaster, on the tenth," countingr on Iub fingers, " -when 
many were led into captivity; secondly, Marlborough, on the twen- 
tieth ; on the thirteenth ultimo, Groton ; Warwick, on the seven- 
teenth; and Kehoboth, Chelmsford, Andover, Weymouth, and 
divers other places have been greatly sufferers, between the latter 
period and the day when I quitted the abode of his Honour, 
rierc^ of Scituatk, a stout wamor, and one practised in the wiles 
of this nature of warfare, hath been cut off with a whole company 
of followers, and Wadsworth and Brocklebank, men known and 
esteemed for courage and skill, have left their bones- in the woods, 
sleeping in common, among their luckless followers." 

''These are truly tidings to cause us to mourn over the abandoned 
condition of our nature," said Content, in whose meek mind there 
was no affectation of regrets on such a subject. " It is not eas^r to 
see in what manner the evil may be arrested, without again going 
forth to battle?" 

" Such is the opinion of his Kononr, and of all who sit with 
him in Council; for we have sufficient knowledge of the proceed- 
ings of the enem^r, to be sure that the master spirit of wickedness, 
in the person of mm called Philip, is raging up and down the whole 
extent of the borders, awakening the mbes to what he calleth the 
necessity of resisting further aggression, and stirring up their ven- 
geance, by divers subtle ezx>edients of malicious cunning." 

"And what manner of proceeding hath been ordered, in so 
urgent a strait, by the wisdom of our rulers?" 

" Firstly, there is a fast ordained, that we come to the duty as 
men purilied by mental struggle and deep self-examination ; se- 
condly, it is recommended that the congregations deal with more 
than wonted severity with all backsliders and evil-doers, in order that 
the towns may not fall under the divine displeasure, as happened 
to them that dwelt in the devoted cities of Canaan; thirdly, it is 
determined to lend our feeble aid to the ordering of Providence, by 
calling forth the allotted number of the trained bands; and; 
fourthly, it is contemplated to counteract the seeds of vengeance, 
by settmg a labour earning price on the heads of our enemies." 

*' I accord with the three nrst of these expedients, as the known 
and lawftd resorts of Christian men," said Content, **But the 
latter seemeth a measure that needeth to be entertained with great 
Wariness of manner and some distrust of purpose." 

'* Fear not, since all suiting and economical discretion is active 
in the minds of our rulers, who have i)ondered sagaciously on so 
grave a policy. It is not intended to offer more than half the 
reward that is held forth by our more wealthy and elder sister of 
the Bay, and there is some acute question about the necessity of 
bidding at all for any of tender years. And now. Captain Heath- 
cote, with the good leave of so respectable a subject, 1 will proceed 
to lay before you the details of the number, ana the nature of the 
force, that it is hoped you will lead, in person, in the ensuing cam- 
paign.'* 

As the result of that which followed will be seen in the course of 
the legend, it is not necessary to accompany the messenger any 
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farther in his communication. We shall therefore leave him and 
Content, busied with the matter of their conference, and proceed to 
give some account of the other personages connected with our 
subject. 

When interrupted, as already related, by the arrival of the 
stranger, Faith nad endeavoured, by a new expedient, to elicit 
some evidences of a more^ just remembrance from the dull mind of 
her brother. Accompanied by most of the dependants of the 
family, she had led him to the summit of that hiU which was now 
crowned with the foliage of a young and thrifty orchard, and, 
placing him at the foot of the ruin, she tried to excite a train of re- 
collections that should lead to deeper impressions, and, possibly by 
their aid, to a discovery of the important circumstance that all so 
much longed to have exnlained. 

The experiment produced no happy result. The place, and 
indeed the whole valley, had undergone so great a change, that 
one more liberally gifted might have hesitated to believe them 
those that have been described in our earlier pages. This rapid 
alteration of objects, which elsewhere knew so little change in a 
long course of ages, is a fact familiar to all who reside in the newer 
dis&icts of the Union. It is caused by the rapid improvements 
that are made in the first stages of a settlement. To fell the forest 
alone, is to give an entirely new aspect to the view, and it is far 
from easy to see in a village and in cultivated fields, however 
recent the existence of the one or imperfect the other, any traces of 
a spot that a short time before was known as the haunt of the wolf, 
or uie refuge of the deer. 

The features, and more particularly the eye of his sister, had 
stirred long dormant recollections in the mind of Whittal Ring, 
and though these glimpses of the past were detached and indistinct, 
they had suf&ced to quicken that ancient confidence, which was 
partially exhibited in their opening conference. But it exceeded 
nis feeble powers to recal objects that would appeal to no very 
lively sjrmpathies, and which had themselves xmdergone so materiju 
alterations. Still the witless youth did not look on the ruin, 
entirely without some stirrings of his nature. Although the 
sward, around its base, was lively in the brightest verdure of early 
summer, and the delicious odour of the wild clover saluted hik 
senses, still there was that in the blackened and ragged walls, the 
position of the tower, and the view of the surroxmding hills, shorn 
as so much of them now were, that evidently spoke to his earliest 
impressions. He looked at the spot, as a hound gazes at a master 
who has been so long lost as even to deaden his instinct, and at 
times, as his companions endeavoured to aid his faint images, it 
would seem as if memory were likely to triumph, and all those 
deceptive opinions, which habit and Indian wiles had drawn over 
his dull mind, were about to vanish before the light of reality. 
But the allurements of a life, in which there was so much of the 
freedom of nature, mingled with the fascinating pleasures of the 
chase and of the woods, were not to be dispossessed so readily. 
When Faith artfully led him back to those animal enjoyments, of 
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which he had been so fond in boyhood, the fantasy of ber broliher 

8eemed most to waver, but whenever it became apparent that the 

dienity of a warrior and fdl the more recent and far more allurine 

delights of his later life were to be abandoned, ere his bein^ could 

retimi into its former existence, his dull faculties obstmately 

refused to lend themselves to a change, that, in his case, would 

have been little short of that attributed to the transmigration of 

souls. 

After an hour of anxious and frequently, on the part of Faith, of 

'**''' ' le evidences of his recollection of the 

Q had once belonged, the attempt, for 

. At times it seemed as if the woman 

often called himself Whittal, but he 

ras also Nipset, a man of the Narra- 

in his wigwam, and who had reason to 

mbered among the warriors of his tribe 

ifferent scene was pasdn^ at the place 
had been held, and which had been 
lost of the spectators, on the sudden 
^ut a solitary individual was seated at 
id been provided alike for those who 
i estate, and for their dependants to the 
lal who remained had thrown himself 
of him who consults the demands of 
le thoughts were so engrossing as to 
) situation or employment of his more 
sted on his arms, the latter effectually 
_ were spread over the plain but exqui- 
sitely neat table of cherrjr wood, which, by being placed at the side 
of one of less costly material, was intended to form the only distLnc- 
tion between the guests, as, in more ancient times and in other 
eountries, the salt was known to mark the difference in rank, among 
those who partook of the same feast. 

** Mark,** said a timid voice at his elbow, ** thou art weary with 
this night-watching, and with the scouting on the hills. Dost not 
think of taking food before seeking thy rest V ^ 

'* I sleep no^" returned the youth, raising his head, and gently 
pushing aside the basin of simple food that was offered by one 
whose eye looked feelingly on his flushed features, and whose suf- 
fused cheek perhaps betrayed there was secret consciousness that 
the glance was kinder than maiden diffidence should allow. '* I 
sleep not, Martha, nor doth it seem to me that I shall ever sleep 
again." 

" Thou frightest me by this wild and unhappy eye. Hast suffered 
aught in the march on the mountains ?" 

** Dost think one of my years and strength unable to bear the 
weariness of a few hours* watching in the forest? The body is well, 
but the mind endureth grievously." 
** And wilt not say what causeth this vexation ? Thou knowest. 



,y Google 



THE WEPT OP 'WIBH-TOIT-'WISH. • 17i> 

Mark, that tilere are none in ibis dweULog^^nay, I am certain I 
might add, in this valley, that do not wish thee happiness.*' 

'*'Tis kind to say it> good Marthay — ^but thou never hadst a 
sister!" 

" 'Tis true I am all of my race, and yet to me it seemeth that no 
tie of blood could have been nearer, than the love I bore to her who 
is lost." 

" Nor mother I Thou never knew'st what 'tis to reverence a 
parent."^ 

" And is not thy mother mine ?" answered a voice that was deeply 
melancholy, and yet so soft that it caused the young man to gaze 
intently at his companion for a moment, ere he again spoke. 

*' True, true," he said hurriedly. '* Thou must and dost love 
her who hath nursed thv infancy, and brought thee, with care and 
tenderness, to so fair ana happy a womanhood." The eye of Martha 

Sew brighter, and the colour of her healthful dieek deepened, as 
ark unconsciously uttered this commendation of her appearance ; 
but as she shrunk, -witL female sensitiveness, from his observation, 
the change was unnoticed, and he continuea. '* Thou seest that 
xny mother is drooping hourly under this sorrow for our little 
£uth; and who can say what may be the end of a grief, that en* 
dureth so long !" 

** 'Tis true that there hath been reason to fear much in her be- 
half; but of late, hope hath gotten the better of apprehension. 
Thou dost not well— na^, I am not assured thou dost not evil— to 
permit this discontent with Providence, because thy mother yieldeth 
to a littLe more than her usual mourning, on account of the unex- 
pected return of one so nearly connected with her that we have 
lost," 

" 'Tis not that, girl- 'tis not that !" 

** If thou refusest to say what 'tis that giveth thee this pain, I 
can do little more than pity." 

** Listen, and I will say. It is now many years, as thou knowest^ 
since the savage Mohawk, or Narragansett, Pequot, or Wompanoag, 
broke in upon our settlement, and did his vengeance. We were 
then children, Martha; and 'tis as a child that I have thought of 
that merciless burning. Our little Buth was like thyself, a bloom* 
ing infant of some seven or eight years, and, I know not how the 
foUy hatb beset me, but it hatn been ever as one of that innocence 
ana age that I have continued to think of my sister." 

*' Surely thou knowest that time cannot stay ; the greater there- 
fore is the reason that we should be industrious to improve " 

" 'Tis what our duty teacheth. I tell thee, Martha, that at 
night, when dreams come over me, as they sometimes will, and I 
see our Ruth wandering in the forest, it is as a playful, laughing 
child^ such as we knew her; and even while waking, do I fancy 
my sister at my knee, as she was wont to stand^ when listening to 
those idle tales with which we lightened our childhood." 

'* But we had our birth in the same year and month — dost think 
of me too, Mark, as one of that childish age ?" 
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'' Of thee ! That cannot well be. Do I not see that thou art 
grown into the condition of a woman, that thy little tresses of 
Brown have become the jet black and flowing hair that becomes 
thy years, and that thou hast the stature, and, I say it not in idle- 
ness of speech, Martha, for thou knowest my tongue is no vain flat- 
terer, but do I not see that thou hast grown into all the excellence 
of a most comely maiden ! But 'tis not thus, or rather 'twas not 
thus, with her we mourn ; for till this hour have I ever i)iotured 
my sister the little innocent we sported with that gloomy night she 
was snatched from our arms by the cruelty of the savage," 

"And what hath changed this pleasing image of our Ruth?" 
asked his companion, half covering her face to conceal the stiU 
deeper glow of female gratification, which had been kindled by the 
words just heard. ** 1 often think ot her as thou hast described, 
nor do I now see wh^r we may not still believe her, if she yet live, 
all that we could desire to see." 

'* That cannot be — the delusion is go ne, and in its place a fright- 
ful truth has visited me. Here is Whittal Eing, whom we lost a 
boy ; thou seest he is returned a man and a savage ! No, no ; my 
sister is no longer the child I loved to think her, but one grown into 
the estate of womanhood." 

"Thou thinkest of her unkindly, while thou thinkest of others 
far less endowed by nature with too much indulgence, for thou 
rememberest, Mark, she was ever of more pleasing aspect than any 
that we knew." 

" I know not that— I say not that— I think not that. But be she 
what hardships and exposure may have made her, still must E,uth 
Heathcote be far too good for an Indian wigwam. Oh ! 'tis horrible 
to believe that she is the bond-woman, the servitor, the wife of a 
savage !" 

Martha recoiled, and an entire minute passed, during which she 
made no reply. It was evident that the revolting idea, for the flrst 
time, crossed her mind, and all the natural feelings of gratified and 
maiden pride vanished before the genuine and pure sympathies of a 
female bosom. 

" Q'his cannot be," she at length murmured—" it can never be ! 
Our Euth must still remember the lessons taught her in infancy. 
She knoweth she is bom of Christian lineage ! of reputable name ! 
of exalted hope ! of glorious promise !" 

" Thou seest by the manner of Whittal, who is of greater age, 
how little of that taught, can withstand the wily savage." 

" But Whittal faileth of Nature's gifts ; he hath ever been below 
the rest of men in understanding. " 

" And yet to what degree of Indian cunning hath he already 
attained r 

" But Mark," rejoined his comnanion, timidly, as if, while she 
felt all its force, she onlv consentea to urge the argument, in ten- 
derness to the harassed feelings of the brother, "we are of equal 
years ; that which hath happened to me may well have been the 
fortune of our Ruth." 

" Dost mean that being unespoused thyself, or that having, at 
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thy years, inclinations that are free, my sister may have escaped the 
bitter curse of being the wife of a Nairagansett ; or what is not less 
frightful, the slave of his humours ?" 

" Truly I mean little else than ike former," 

" And not the latter," continued the younc: man, with a quick* 
ness that showed some sudden revolution in nis thoughts. " But 
though with opinions that are decided, and with kindness awakened 
in behalf of one favoured, thou hesitatest, Martha, it is not like that 
a girl left in the fetters of savage life would so long pause to think. 
Even here in the settlements, all are not difficult of judgment as 
thou!" 

The long lashes vibrated above the dark eyes of the maiden, and 
for an instant it seemed as if she had no intention to reply. But, 
looking timidly aside, she answered in voice so low that her com^ 
panion scarcely gathered the meaning of that she uttered. 

** I know not how I may have earned this false character among 
my friends," she said, "for to me it ever seemeth that what I ieei 
and think is but too easily known." 

" Then is the smart gallant from the Hartford town, who cometh 
and goeth so often between this distant settlement and his father's 
house, better assured of his success than I had thought. He will 
not journey the long road much oftener alone !" 

"I have angered thee, Mark, or thou wouldst not speak with 
so cold an eye to one .who hath ever lived with thee in kind- 
ness." 

" I do not speak in anger, for 'twould be both xinreasonable and 
nnmanly to deny all of thy sex rieht of choice, but yet it doth seem 
right that, when taste is suited and judgment appeased, there 
should be little motive for withholding speech." 

"And wouldst thou have a maiden of my years in haste to 
believe that she was sought, when haply it may be that he of whom 
you speak is in quest of thy society and Mendship, rather than of 
my favour." 

*' Then might he spare much labour and some bodily suffering, 
unless he iinds ^eat pleasure in the saddle, for I know not a youth 
in the Connecticut colony for whom I have smaller esteem. 
Others may see matter of approval in him, but, to me, he is 
of bold speech, ungainly air, and great disagreeableness of dis- 
course." 

" I am happy that at last we find ourselves of one mind, for 
that thou sayest of the youth is much as I have long considered 
him." 

" Thou ! Thou thinkest of the gallant thus ! Then why dost listen 
to his suit ? I had believed thee a eirl too honest, Martha, to affect 
^uch niceties of deception. With this opinion of his character, why 
^^t refuse his company ?" 

** Can a maiden speak too hastily ?" 

* * And if here, and ready to ask thy favour, the answer would be " 

" No ;'* said the girl, raising her eyes for an instant, and bash* 
fully meeting the eager look of her companion, though she uttered 
the monosyllable firmly. 

jsr 
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Mark seemed bewildered. An entirely new and a noTel idea took 
possession of his brain. The change was anparent by his altering 
countenance, and a cheek that glowed like name. What he might 
have said, most of our readers over fifteen may presume, but, at 
that moment, the voices of those who had accompanied Whittal 
to the ruin were heard on their return, and Martha glided away 
so silently, as to leave him for a moment ignorant of her 
absence. 



CHAPTER XXn. 

* Oh— wben amid the throngs of men 

The heart grows sick of hollow noirtb. 
How willinglf we turn us, then. 

Away from this cold earth ; 
And look into thy azure breast. 
For seats of innocence and rest." 

The day was the Sabbath. This religious festival, which is eren 
now observed in most of the States of the Union with a strictness 
that is little heeded in the rest of Christendom, was then reverenced 
with a severity, suited to the austere habits of the colonists. The 
circumstance that one should journey on such a day, had attracted 
the observation of all in the hamlet, but, as the stranger had been 
seen to ride towards the dwelling of the Heathcotcs, and the times 
were known to teem with more uan ordinary interests to the pro- 
vince, it was believed that he found his justification in some 
apology of necessity. Still none ventured forth to inquire into the 
motive of this extraordinary visit. At the end of an hour, the 
horseman was seen to depart as he had arrived, seemingly ur^d on 
by the calls of some pressing emergency. He had in truth pro- 
ceeded further with his tidings, tiiongh the lawfulness of dis- 
charging even this imperious duty on the Sabbath, had been 
S'avelv considered in the councils of those who had sent him. 
appily they had found, or thought they had found, in sonie of the 
narratives of the sacred volume, a sufficient precedent to bid their 
messenger proceed. 

In the meantime, the unusual excitement, which had been so 
xmezpectedly awakened in the dwelling of the Heathcotes, began 
to subside in that quiet which is in so beautiful accordance with 
the sacred character of the day. The stm rose bright and cloudless 
above the hiUs, every vapour of the past niffht melting before his 
genial warmth, into the mvisible element. The valley then lay in 
that species of holy calm, which conveys so sweet and so forcible an 
appeal to the heart. The world presented a picture of the glorious 
handiwork of him, who seems to invite the gratitude and adora- 
tion of his creatures. To the mind yet untainted, there is exqui- 
site loveliness and even God-like repose in such a scene. The 
universal stillness permits the softest natural sounds to be heard. 
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and the buzz of the bee, or the wing of the humming-bird reaches 
the ear like the loud notes of a general anthem. This temporary 
repose is full of meaning. It should teach how much of the beauty 
ofthis world's enioyments, how much of its peace, and even how 
much of the comeliness of nature itself, is dependant on the spirit 
by which we are actuated. AVlien man reposes, all around nim 
seems anxious to contribute to his rest, and when he abandons the 
contentions of grosser interests, to elevate his spirit, all living 
things appear to unite in worship. Althoup:h this apparent ^sym- 

Sathy 01 nature may be less true than imagmative, its lesson is not 
estroyed, since it sufficiently shows that what man chooses to con- 
sider good in this world is good, and that most of its strifis and 
deformities proceed from his own per versity. 

The tenants of the valley of the Wish-Ton- Wish were little wont 
to disturb the quiet of the Sabbath. Their error lay in the other 
extreme, since they impaired the charities of life by endeavouring 
to raise man altogether above the weakness of his nature. They 
substituted the revolting aspect of a sublimated austerity, for that 
gracious though regulated exterior, by which all in the body may 
best illustrate their hopes, or exhibit their gratitude. The peculiar 
air of those of whom we write was generated by the error of the 
times and of the country, though something of its singularly rigid 
character might have been derived from the precepts and example 
of the indiviaual, who had the direction of the spiritual interests 
of the parish. As this person will have further connexion with 
the matter of the legend, he shall be more familiarly introduced in 
its pages. 

The Eev. Meek Wolfe was, in spirit, a rare combination of the 
humblest self-abasement and of fierce spiritual denunciation. 
Like so many others of his sacred calliiig in the colony he inha- 
bited, he was not only the descendant of a Hue of priests, but it 
was his greatest earthly hope that he should also become the 
progenitor of a race, in whom the ministry was to be perpetuated 
as severely^ as if the regulated formula of the Mosaic dispensation 
were still in existence. He had been educated in the infant college 
of Harvard, an institution that the emigrants from England had 
the wisdom and enterprise to found, within the fu'st £ve and 
twenty years of tJieir colonial residence. Here this scion of so 
pious and orthodox a stock had abundantly qualified himself for 
the intellectual warfare of his future life, by regarding one set of 
opinions so steadily, as to leave little reason to apprehend he would 
ever abandon the most trifling of the outworks of his faith. No 
citadel ever presented a more nopeless curtain to the besieger, than 
did the mind of this zealot to the efforts of conviction ; for, on the 
side of his opponents, he contrived that every avenue should be 
closed, by a wall blank as indomitable obstinacy could oppose. He 
appeared to think that all l^e minor conditions of argrument and 
reason had been disposed of by his ancestors, and that it only 
remained for him to atrengttien the many defences of his subject, 
and now and then to scatter, by a fierce sortie, the doctrinal skir- 
mishers who might occasionally approach his parish. There was a 
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lemarkable singleness of mind in this leligionist wbicli, wliile it m 
some measure rendered even his bigotiy respectable, greatly aided 
in clearing the knotty subject, with which he dealt, of much em- 
barrassing matter. In his eyes, the straight and narrow path would 
hold bnt few besides his own flock. He admitted some fortoitous 
exceptions, in one or two of the nearest x>arishes, with whose cler- 
gymen he was in the habit of exchanging pulpits, and perhaps, 
here and there, in a saint of the other hemisphere, or of tne more 
distant towns of the colonies, the brightness of whose faith was 
something aided, in his eyes, by distance, as this opaque globe of 
ours is thought to appear a ball of light to those who inhabit its 
satellite. In short, there was an a<unixture of seeming charity, 
with an exclusiyeness of hope, an unweariness of exertion, with a 
coolness of exterior, a disregard of self, with the most complacent 
securitjT, and an uncomplaining submission to temporal evils, with 
the lofacst spiritual pretensions, that in some measure rendered 
him a man as difficult to comprehend as to describe. 

At an early hour in the forenoon, a little bell, that was suspended 
in an awkward belfry perched on the roof of the meeting-house, 
began to summon the congregation to the place of worship. The 
call was promptly obeyed, and ere the first notes had reacted the 
echoes of the hills, the wide and grassy streets was covered with 
family groups, all taking the same direction. Foremost in each 
little party walked the austere father, perhaps bearing on his arm 
a suckled infant, or some child yet too young to sustain its own 
weight, while at a decent distance followed the equally grave 
matron, casting oblique and severe glances at the little troop around 
her, in whom acquired habits had yet some conquests to obtain 
over the lighter impulses of vanity. Where there was no child to 
need support, or wnere the mother chose to assume the office of 
bearing ncr infant in person, the man was seen to carry one of the 
heavy muskets of the day; and when his arms were otherwise 
employed, the stoutest of his boys served in the capacity of 
armour-bearer. But in no instance was this needful precaution 
neglected, the state of the province and the character of the enemy 
requiring that vigilance should mingle even with their devotions. 
There was no loitering on the path, no light and worldly discourse 
by the way, nor even any salutations, other than those grave and 
. serious recognitions by hat and eye, which usage tolerated as the 
utmost limit of courtesy on the weekly festival. 

When the bell changed its tone. Meek appeared from the gate of 
the fortified house, where he resided in ^[uality of castellain, ott 
accoun of its public character, its additional security, and the 
circumttance that his studious habits permitted him to discharge 
the trust with less waste of manual laoour than it would cost the 
Tillage swere the responsible office confided to one of more active 
habits.. His consort followed, but at even a ^eater distance than 
that taken by the wives of other men, as if she felt the awful 
necessity of averting even the remotest possibility of scandal from 
one of so sacred a profession. Kine ofispring of various ages, and 
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one female assistaiit, of years too tender to be a wife herself, com- 
posed the household of the divine ; and it was a proof of the salu- 
brious air of the valley that all were present, since nothing but 
illness was ever deemed a sufficient excuse for absence from the 
common worship. As this little flock issued from the palisades, a 
female, in whose pale cheek the effects of recent illness might yet 
be traced, held open the gate for the entrance of Reuben King, and 
a stout youth, who bore the prolific consort of the former, with her 
bounteous gift, into the citadel of the village ; a place of refuge 
that nothing but the undaunted resolution of the woman prevented 
her from occupying before, since more than half of the children 
of the valley nad hrst seen the light within the security of its 
defences. 

The family of Meek preceded him into the temple, and when the 
feet of the minister himself crossed its threshold, there was no 
human form visible vrithout its walls. The bell ceased its mono- 
tonous and mournful note, and the tall gaunt form of the divine 
moved through the narrow aisle to its usual post, with the air of 
one who had already more than half rejected the burthen of bodily 
incumbrance. A searching: and stem glance was thrown arouno, 
as if he possessed an instinctive power to detect all delinquents, 
and then seating himself, the deep stillness that always preceded 
the exercises reigned in the place. 

When the divine next showed his austere countenance to his 
expecting people, its meaning was expressive rather of some matter 
of worldly import, than of that absence of carnal interest with 
which he usually strove to draw near to his Creator in prayer. 

** Captain Content Heathcote," he said with grave severity, after 
permitting a short pause to awaken reverence, "there has one 
ridden through this valley, on the Lord's day, making thv habita- 
tion his halting place^ Hath the traveller warranty for this disre- 
spect of the Sabbath, and canst thou find sufficient reason in his 
motive, for permitting the stranger within thy gates, to neglect 
the solemn ordinance aelivered on the mount }" 

** He rideth on especial commission/' answered Content, who had 
respectfully arisen when thus addressed by name ; " for matter of 
grave interest to the well-being of the colony is contained in the 
subject of his errand." 

** There is naught more deeply connected with the well-being of 
man, whether resident in this oolonj, or in more lofty empires, 
than reverence to God's declared will," returned Meek, but half 
appeased by the apology. " It would have been expedient for one 
who, in common, not only setteth so good an example himself, but 
who is also charged with the mantle of authority, to have looked 
with distrust into the pretences of a necessity that may be only 
seeming." 

*' The motive shall be declared to the people at a fitting moment; 
but it hath seemed more wise to retain the substance of the horse- 
man's errand, until worship hath been offered, without the alloy of 
temporal concerns." 
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*' Tberein liast tlion acted dificreetly ; for a divided mind giredi 
bnt little joy above. I hope there is eanal reason why all of tiiy 
household are not with tiiee in the temple }" 

Notwithstanding: the usual self-oommand of Content, he did not 
revert to this subject without emotion. Gastinff a subdued glance 
at the emptjr seat, where she whom he so mucn loved was wont to 
worship at his side, he said, in a voioe that evidently stri^rgled to 
maintain its customary equanimity — 

"lliere has been powerful interest awakened beneath my roof 
this dav ; and it may be that the duty of the Sabbath has been 
overlooKed by minds so exercised. If we haxe therein sinned, I 
hope He that looketh kindly on the penitent will forgive ! She of 
whom thou speakest hath been shaken by the violenoe of griefs re*- 
newed ; though willing in spirit, a feeble and sinking frame is not 
equal to support the fatigue of appearing here, ev^i though it be 
the house of God." 

This extraordinarv exercise of pastoral authority was nninter- 
rcg;>ted« even by the oreathings of the congregation. Any incident 
of an unusual character had attrao<ionB for the inhabitants of a 
village so remote, but here was deep domestio interest, connected 
with breach of usage, and, indeed, of law, and all heightened by 
that secret influence that leads us to listen with singular satisfae- 
tion to those emotions in others which it is believed to be natural 
to wish to conceal. Not a syllable that fell from the lips of the 
divine, or of Content, not a deep tone of severity in the former* 
nor a struggling accent of the latter, escaped the dullest ear in 
that assemoly. Notwithstanding the grave and regulated air that 
was common to all, it is needless to say there was pleasure in the 
Httle interruption of this scene, which, however, was far from hemg 
extraordinarv in a eommunity, where it was not only believed that 
spiritual authority miffht extend itself to the most familiar prae«- 
tioes, but where tew domestio interests were deemed so exdusiT^ 
or individual feelings considered so sacred, tiliat a very large pro* 
portion of the whole neighbourhood might not claim a nght to par- 
ucipate largely in both. The Bev. Mr. Wolfe was appeased by the 
explanation, and after allowing a sufficient time to elapse, in order 
that the minds of the congregation should recover their tone, he 
proceeded with the regular services of the morning. 

It is needless to recount the well-known manner of the xeligioiiB 
exercises of the Puritans. Enough of theiv forms and of their sub- 
stance has been fransmitted to us to render both manner and doe- 
trine familiar to most of our readers. We shall, therefore, ooafins 
our duty to a relation of such portions of the ceremonies^ if that 
which sedulously avoided every appearance of form can thus be 
termed, as have an immediate connexion with the incidents. 

The divine had gone through the short opening prayer, had read 
the passa^ of holy writ, had given out the verses of the pBabn, 
and had joined in the strange nasal melody with which his flock 
endeavoiired to render it doubly acceptable, and had ended bis long: 
and fervent wrestling of the spirit m a colloquial petition of some 
forty minutes duration, in which direct allusion had been xnade 
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not only to the subject of his recent examination, but to divers 
other familiar interests of his parishioners, and all without any de* 
parture &om the usual zeal, on his own i)axt, or of the customary 
attention and graye decorum on that of his people. But when, for 
the second time, he arose to read another song of worship and 
thanksgiving, a form was seen in the centre, or principal aisle, 
that, as well by its attire and aspect as by the unusual and irre-* 
verent tardiness of its appearance, attracted general observation. 
Interruptions of this nature were onfrequent, and even the long 
praetLBcd and abstracted minister paused for an instant ere he pro* 
deeded with the hymn, though there was a suspicion current among 
the more instructed of his parishioners, that the sonorous version 
was an effusion of his own muse. 

The intruder was Whittal King. The witless young man had 
fltrayed from the abode of his sister, and found his way into that 
general receptacle, where most of the village was congregated* 
Paring his former residence in the valley there had been no temple, 
and the edifice, its interior arrangemenU, the faces of those it con- 
tained, and the business on which they had assembled, appeared 
alike stiuneers to him. It was only when the people lifted up their 
voices in the song of praise that some glimmerings of his ancient 
Tecollections were discoverable in Ms inactive countenance. Then, 
indeed, he betrayed a portion of the delight which powexrful sounds 
can quicken, even in beings of his unha|)py mental construction. 
As he was satisfied, however, to remain in a retired part of the 
aisle, listening with dull admiration, even the grave Ensign Dudley, 
whose eye had once or twice seemed ominous of displeasure, saw 
no necessitv for the interference. 

Meek had chosen for his text, on that day, a passage from the 
book of Judges : ** And the chil^en of Israel did evil in the si^ht 
of the Lord ; and the Lord delivered them into the hands of Midiaii 
seven years." With this text the subtle-minded divine dealt 
powerfully, entering largely into the mysterious and allegorical 
allusions then so much in vogue. In whatever manner he viewed 
the subject, he found reason to liken the suffering, bereaved, and 
yet chosen dwellers of the colonies, to the race of the Hebrews. If 
they were not set apart and marked from all others of the earth, 
in order that one mightier than man should spring from their 
loins, they were led into that distant wilderness, tar from the 
temptations of licentious luxury, or the worldly-mindedness of 
those who built their structure of faith on the sands of temporal 
honours, to preserve the word in purity. As there appeared no 
reason on the part of the divine himself to distrust this construction 
of the words he had quoted, so it was evident that most of his 
listeners wiUingly lent their ears to so soothing an argument. 

In reference to Midian, the preacher was far less explicit. That 
the flreat father of evil was in some way intended by this allusion 
could not be doubted ; but in what manner the chosen inhabitants 
of those regions were to feel his malign influence was matter of 
more uncertainty. At times, the greedy ears of those who had 
long been wrought up into the impression that visible mamfesta- 
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tions of the anger or of the love of Providence were daily t>re-» 
sented to their eyes, were flattered with the stem joy of behevingr 
that the war which then rag:ed aronnd them was intended to put 
their moral armour to the proof, and that out of the triumph of 
their victories were to flow honour and security to the church. 
Then came ambiguous qualifications, which left it questionable 
whether a return of the invisible powers that had been known to 
be so busy in the provinces were not the judgment intended. It is 
not to be supposed that Meek himself haa the clearest mental 
intelligence on a point of this subtlety, for there was something of 
misty nallucination in the manner in which he treated it, as will 
be seen by his closing words. 

** To imagine that Azazel regardeth the long-suflering and stead* 
fastness of a chosen people with a pleasant eye," he said, '*isto 
believe that the marrow of righteousness can exist in the carrion 
of deceit. We have already seen his envious spirit raging in many 
tragical instances. If required to raise a warning beacon to your 
eyes, by which the presence of this treacherous enemy might be 
Imown, I should say, in the words of one learned and ingenious in 
this craftiness, that * when a person, having full reason, doiii know- 
ingly and wittingly seek and obtain of the devil, or any other god, 
besides the true God, Jehovah, an ability to do or know strange 
things, which he cannot by his own human abilities arrive unto,' 
that tiien he may distrusthis gifts and tremble for his soul. And, 
oh ! my brethren, how many of ye cling at this very moment to 
those tragical delusions, and worship the things of the world, 
instead of fattening oii the famine of the desert, which is the 
sustenance of them that would live for ever. Lift your eyea 
tipward, my brethren " 

** Rather turn them to the earth !" interrupted a deep authorita- 
tive voice from the body of the church; "there is present need of 
all your faculties to save life, and even to guard the tabernacle of 
the Lord l" 

Reli^ous exercises composed the recreation of the dwellers in 
that distant settlement. When they met in companies to lighten 
the load of life, prayer and songs of praise were among the usual 
indulgences of the entertainment. To them a sermon was like a 
gay scenic exhibition in other and vainer communities, and none 
ustened to the word with cold and inattentive ears. In literid 
obedience to the command of the preacher, and sympathising with 
his own action, every eye in the congregation had been turned 
towuxls the naked rafters of the roof^ when the unknown tones of 
him who spoke broke the momentary delusion. It is needless to 
say that, by a common movement, they sought an explanation of 
this extraordinary appeal. The divine became mute» equally with 
wonder and with indignation. 

A first glance was enough to assure all present that new and 
important interests were likely to be awakened, A stranger of 
grave aspect, and of a calm but understanding eye, stood at the 
side of Whittal King; his attire was of the simple ^se and 
^ imely materials of the country, still he bore about his person 
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enong*!! of the equipments of one familiar with the wars of the 
eastern hemisphere to strike the senses. His hand was armed 
with a shining broadsword, such as were then used by the cavaliers 
of England, and at his back was slung the short carabine of one 
who battled in the saddle. His mien was dignified, and even 
commanding, and there was no second look necessary to show that 
he was an intruder of a character altogether different from the 
mopino: innocent at his side. 

" why is one of an unknown countenance come to disturb the 
worship of the temple !" demanded Meek, when astonishment 
permitted utterance : " thrice hath this holy day been profaned by 
the foot of the stranger, and well may it be doubted whether we 
live not under an evil agency." 

" Arm, men of the Wish-Ton-Wish ! arm, and to your 



A cry arose without, that seemed to circle the whole valley ; 
and then a thousand whoops rolled out of the arches of the forest, 
and appeared to meet in one hostile din above the devoted hamlet. 
These were sounds that had been too often heard, or too often 
described, not to be generally understood. A scene of wild con- 
fusion followed. 

Each man, on entering the church, had deposited his arms at the 
door, and thither most of the stout borderers were now seen hasten- 
ing, to resume their weapons. Women gathered their children to 
their sides, and the wails of horror and alarm were beginning to 
break through the restraints of habit. 

*' Peace !" exclaimed the Pastor, seemingly excited to a degree 
above human emotion. "Ere we go forth, let there be a voice 
raised to our heavenly father. The asking shall be as a thousand 
men of war battling m our behalf !" 

The commotion ceased as suddenly as if a mandate had been 
issued from that place to which their petition was to be addressed. 
Even the stranger, who had regarded the preparations with a stem 
but anxious eye, bowed his head, and seemed to join in the prayer, 
with a devout and confidiiig heart. 

** Lord !" said Meek, stretching his meagre arms, with the palms 
of the hands open, high above the heads of his flock, *' at thy bid- 
ding we go forth ; with thy aid the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against us ; with thy mercy there is hope in heaven and on earth. 
It is for thy tabernacle that we shed blood ; it is for the word that 
we contend. Battle in our behalf. King of kings ! send thy hea- 
venly legions to our succour, that the song of victory may bo 
incense at thy altars, and a foul hearing to the ears of the enemy— 
Amen." 

There was a depth in the voice of the speaker, a supernatural 
calmness in the tones, and so great a confidence in the support of 
the inighty ally implored, that the words went to every heart. It 
was impossible that Nature should not be powerful within, but ift 
high and exciting enthusiasm began to lift the people far above its 
influence. Thus awakened, by an> appeal to feeUngs that had 
never slumbered, and stimulated by all the moving interests of 
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life, the men of the valky poured out of the tensple, !& defetioe of 
on and fize-side, and, as they believed, of religion and of 



There was pressing neoessity, not only for this zeal, but for all 
the physical energies of the stoutest of their numbers. The 
speotaoie that met the yiew, on issuing into the open air, was 
one that might have appalled the hearts of warriors more prac- 
tised, and have paralyzed the efforts of men less susceptible to 
the impressions oi a religious excitement. 

Dark forms were leaping through the £elds, on the hill sides; 
and all adown ihe Blo{>es that conducted to the valley, armed 
savages were seen pouring madly forward, on their path of de- 
struction and vengeance. Behind them, the brand and the knife 
bad been already used, for the log tenement, the stacks and the 
out-buiLdings of Reuben Bing, and of several others who dwelt 
in the skirts of the settlement, were sending forth clouds of 
murky smoke, in which forked and angry flames were already 
flashing fiercely. But danger most pressed still nearer. A long 
line of fierce warriors was even in the meadows, and in no 
direction could the eye.be turned, that it did not meet with the 
appaUin&r proof that the viUasre was completely surrounded, by an 
overwhetetng superiority of force. 

** To the garrison !" shouted some of the foremost of those who 
first saw the nature and imminency of the danger, pressing for- 
ward themselves in the direction of the fortified house. " To the 
garrison, or we are lost !" 

"Holdl" exclaimed that voioe which was so Strang to the 
ears of most of those who heard it, but which spoke in a man- 
ner, that by its compass and firmness commanded obedience* 
** With this mad disorder we are truly lost ! Let Capt. Content 
Heathcote come to my counsels. " 

Notwithstanding the tumult and confusion, which had now in 
taruth begun to rage fearfully around him, the quiet and self- 
restrained individual to whom the legal and perhaps moral right 
to command belonged, had lost none of his customary composure. 
It was plain by the look of powerful amazement, with which he 
had at first regarded the stranger, on his sudden interruption of 
the service, and by the glances of secret intelligence and of 
recognition they exchanged, that they had met before. But this 
was no time for greetings or explanations, nor was that a scene 
in which to waste the precious moments in useless contests about 
opinions. 

" 1 am here," said he who was thus called for ; " ready to lead# 
whither thy prudence and experience shall point the way." 

"Speak to the people, ana separate the combatants in three 
bodies of equal strength. One shall press forward to the meadows, 
and beat back the savage, ere he encircle the palisadoed house ; the 
second shall proceed with the feeble and tender, in their flight 
to its covers; and with the third— but thou knowest that which 
I would do with the third. Hasten, or we lose all by tar- 
diness." 
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It was per&aps foartanate tliat orders so neoessluT' and so urgent, 
were given to one little accnstomed to saperfluity of speech* 
Without offering; either oommendation or dissent, Content obeyed* 
Accustomed to ms authority, and conscious of tiie critical situation 
of all that was dear, the men of the village yielded an obedience 
more prompt and effective than it is usual to meet in soldiers who 
are not familiar with habits of discipline. The fighting men were 
quickly separated in three bodies, consisting of rather more than 
a score of combatants in each. One, commanded by Eben Dudley, 
advanced at quick time towards ttte meadows, in the rear of the 
fortress, that the whooping body of savages, who were already 
threatening to cut off the retreat of the women and children, should 
be checked; while another departed in a nearly opposite direction, 
taking the street of the hamlet, for the purpose ot meeting those 
who advanced by the soutbem entrance of the valley. The third 
and last of these small but devoted bodies, remained stationary, in 
attendance for more definite orders. 

At the moment when the first of these little divisions of force 
was leadj to move, the divine appeared in its front, with an air in 
which spiritual reliance on the purposes of Providence and some 
show of temporal determination were singularly imited. In one 
hand he bore a Bible, which he raised on high as the sacred 
standard of his followers ; and in the other he brandished a short 
broad-sword, in a manner that proved there might be dan^ in 
encountering its blade. The volume was open, and at brief inter- 
vals the divine read, in a high and excited voice, such passages as 
accidentally met bis eye, the leaves blowing about in a manner to 

Sroduce a rather remarkable admixture of doctrine and sentiment, 
ut to these trifling moral incongruities both the pastor and hia 
parishioners were alike indifferent ; their subtle, mental exercises 
naving given birth to a tendency of aptly reconciling all seeming^ 
discrepancies, as well as of accommodating the most abstruse doc- 
trines, to the more feimiliar interests of life« 

*' Israel and the Philistines had put their battie in array, army 
aeainst armv," commenced Meek, as the troop he led began its 
advance. Tnen reading at short intervals, he continued, " Behold, 
I will do a thing in Israel, at which bo|h the ears of every one 
that heareth it shall tingle." — " Oh, house of Aaron, trust in the 
Lord ; he is thy help and Gij shield."-^*' Deliver me, Lord, from 
the evil man ; preserve me from the violent man." — ** Let burning 
ooals fall upon them; let them be oast into the fire ; into deep 
pits, that ihej rise not again." — *' Let the wicked fall into their 
own nets, whilst that I, withal, escape."-^'* Therefore doth my 
fjEither love me, because I lay down my life that I may take it 
again."—'' He that hateth me, hateth my father also."—'* Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do,"— "They have 
heard that it hath been said, an eve for an eye, and a tooth for a 
tooth.'* — "For Joshua drew not his hand back, wherewith he 
stretched out the spear, until he had utterly destroyed all the 
inhabitants of Ai " Thus far the words of Meek were intelli- 
gible to those who remained, but distanoe soon c o nfo un ded the 
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0vllables. trhen nanglit was andible but the yells of tbe ^emy, 
the tramp of the men, who pressed in the rear of the priest, with a 
display of military pomp as formidable as their limited means 
would allow, and those clear high tones, which sounded in the ears 
and quickened the blood at the hearts of his followers, as though 
they had been trumpet-blasts. In a few more minutes the little 
band was scattered behind the covers of the fields, and the rattling 
of fire-arms succeeded to the quaint and characteristic manner of 
their march. 

While this movement was made in front, the party ordered to 
cover the village was not idle. Commanded b3r a sturdy yeoman, 
who filled the office of lieutenant, it advanced with less of religious 
display, but with equal activity, in the direction of the south, and 
the sounds of contention were quickly heard, proclaiming both the 
■urgency of the measure and the warmth of the conflict. 

In the meantime equal decision, though tempered by some cir- 
cumstances of deep personal interest, was displayed by those who 
had been left in front of the church. As soon as tiie band of 
Meek had eot to such a distance as to promise security to those who 
followed, the stranger commanded the children to be led towards 
the fortified house. This dutv was performed by the trembling 
mothers, who had been persuaaed, with difficulty, to defer it until 
cooler heads should pronounce that the proper moment had come. 
A few of the women dispersed among the dwellings in quest of the 
infirm, while all the boys of proper age were actively employed in. 
transporting indispensable articles from the village within the 
palisadoes. As these several movements were simultaneous, but ft 
very few minutes elapsed between the time when the orders were 
issued and the moment when they were accomplished. 

'* I had intended that thou shouldst have had the charge in the 
meadows," said the stranger to Content, when naught remained to 
be performed but that which had been reserved for the last of the 
three little bands of fighting men. " But as the work proceedeth 
bravely in that quarts, we will move in company. Why doth 
this maiden tarry ?" 

" Truly I know not, unless it may be of fear. There is an open-* 
ing for tny passage into the fort, Martha, with others of thy sex." 

** I will follow the fighters that are about to march to the rescue 
of them that remain in our habitation/' said the girl, in a low but 
steady voice. 

" And how know'st thou that such is the service intended for 
those here arrayed ?" demanded the stranger, with a little show of 
displeasure that his military purposes sHoiild have been antici-' 
pated. 

" I see it in the countenances of them that tarry," returned the 
other, gazing furtively towards Mark, who, posted in the little line, 
could with difficulty brook a delay which threatened his father'e 
house, and those whom it held, with so much jeopardy. 

" Forward !" cried the stranger. " Here is no fasure for dispute. 
Let the maiden take wisdom, and hasten to the fort. Follow, men 
stout of hearty or we come too late to the suocour." 
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If artha waited tintil the party liad advanced a few paoes, and 
then, instead of obeying the repeated mandate to consult her per- 
Bonal safety, she took the direction of the armed band. 

"I fear me that 'twill exceed our strength," observed the 
stranger, who marched in front, at the side of Content, "to make 
good the dwelling, at so great distance from fortiier aid." 

" And yet the visitation will be heavy that shall drive us for a 
second time to the fields for a resting place. In what manner didst 
get warning of this inroad ?" 

"The savaffes believed themselves ooncealed in the cuTining 
place, where tnou knowest that my eye had opportunity to overlook 
their artifices. There is a Providence in our least seeming calcula- 
tions. An imprisonment of weary years hath its reward in this 
warning!" 

Content appeared to acquiesoe, but the situation of affairs pre- 
vented the discourse from becoming more minute. 

As thev approached the dwelling of the Heathcotes, better oppor- 
tunity of observing the condition of things in and around the house, 
was of course obtained. The position of the building would have 
rendered any attempt on the part of those in it, to gain the fort, ere 
the arrival of assistance, desperately hazardous, since the meadows, 
that lav between them, were already alive with the ferocious war- 
riors of the enemy. But it was evident that the Puritan, whose in- 
firmities kept him within doors, entertained no such design ; for it 
was shortly apparent that those within were closing and barring the 
windows of the habitation, and that other provisions for defence 
were in the course of active preparation. The feelings of Content, 
who knew that the house contamed only his wife and father, with 
, one female assistant, were excited to agony, as the party he com- 
manded drew near on one side, at a distance about equal to that of 
a band of the enemy, who were advancing diagonally, from the 
woods on the other. He saw the efforts of uiose so dear to Mm, as 
they had recourse to the means of security provided to repel the 
very danger which now threatened; and, to his eyes, it appeared 
that the trembling hands of Ruth had lost their power, when haste 
and confusion more than once defeated the object of her exer- 
tions. 

"We must break and charge, or the savage will be too speedy ;" 
he said, in tones that grew thick from breathing quicker than was 
wont for one of his calm temperament. " See, they enter the or- 
chard ; in another minute they will be masters of the dwelling !" 

But his companion marched, with a firmer step, and looked with a 
cooler eye. There was in his gaze the understanding of a man 
practised in scenes of sudden danger, and in his mien the authority 
of one accustomed to command. 

"Fear not," he answered; "the art of old Mark Heathcote hath 
departed from him, or he still knoweth how to make good his 
citadel against a first onset. If we (^uit our order, the superiority 
of concert will be lost, and being few in numbers, defeat will be cer- 
tain; but, with this front, and a fitting steadiness, our march may 
not be repulsed. To thee> Captain Content Heathcote, it n^ed not 
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be told, tliat lie who now oounsels hatk seen the strife of sayages 
ere this hour." 

" I know it well ? but dost not see my Euth labouring at the ill- 
fitted shutter of the chamber ! The woman will be slain in her heed- 
lessness — for hark ! there begrinneth the volley of the enemy !" 

" No, 'tis he who led my troop in a far different warfare I" ex- 
claimed the stranger, whose form grew more erect, and whose 
thoughtful and deeply-furrowed features assumed something like 
the stern pleasure which kindles in the soldier as the sounds of con- 
tention increase. '* 'Tis old Mark Heathcote, tme to his breeding 
and his name ! — ^he hath let off the oulyerin upon the knaves * — 
behold, they are already disposed to abandon one who speaketh so 
boldly, and are breaking through the fences to the left, that we may 
taste something of their quality. Now, bold Englishmen, strong of 
hand and stout of heart, you have training in your duty, and you 
shall not be wanting in example. You have wives and children 
at hand looking at your deeds ; and there is One above that taketh 
note of the manner in which you serve in His cause. Here is an 
opening for your skill — scourge the cannibals with the hand of 
death ! On, on— to the onset, and to victory l" 



CHAPTER XX HL 

Sea, Is this Achillea? 

AcMl, I am Achilles. 

Beet, Stand fair ; I pray thee: let me look on thee. 

Troihu and Orearida. 

It may now be necessary to take a rapid glance at the situation of 
the whole combat, which had begun to thicken in different parts of 
the valley. The party led by Dudley, and exhorted by Meek, had 
broken its order on reaching the meadows behind the fort, and, 
seeking the covers of the stumps and fences, it had thrown in its 
fire wim good effect on the irregular band that pressed into the 
fields. This decision quickly caused a change m the maimer of 
the advance. The Indians took to covers in their turn, and the 
struggle assumed that desultory but dangerous character in which, 
the steadiness and resources of the individual are put to the 
severest trial. Success appeared to vacillate; the white men at one 
time widening the distance between them and their Mends in the 
dwelling, and, at another, fallina: back as if disposed to seek the 
shelter of the palisadoes. Although numbers were greatly in 
favour of the Indians, weapons andf skill supported the cause of 
their adversaries. It was the evident wish of the former to hretJc 
in upon the little band that opposed their progress to the villapre* 
in and about which they saw tmit scene of hurried exertion which 
has already been described; a spectacle but little likely to cool the 
furious ardour of an Indian onset. But the wary manner in whioh. 
Dudley conducted his battle, rendered this an ezpeziment of ex- 
ceeding hazard. 
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Howerer heavy of intellect the Ensign might appear on other 
occasions, the present was one eyenr way adapted to draw out his 
best and most manly qualities. Of large and powerful stature, he 
felt, in moments of strife, a degree of confidence in himself that was 
commensurate with the amount of physical force he wielded. To 
this hardy assurance was to be added no trifling portion of the sort 
of enthusiasm that can be awakened in the most sluggish bosoms, 
and which, like the anger of an even-tempered man, is only the 
more formidable from the usually quiet habits of the individuid. 
I^or was this the first bv many oi Imsign Dudley's warlike deeds. 
Besides the desperate anair already related in these pages, he had 
been engaged in divers hostile ezjieditions aeainst the aborigines, 
and on all occasions had he shown a oool nead and a resolute 
mind. 

There was i)ressin^ neoessi^ for both these essential qualities in 
the situation in which the Ensign now found himself. By pro- 
perly extending his little force, and yet keeping it at the same 
time perfectly within supporting distance, by emulating the cau- 
tion of his foes in consulting the covers, and by reserving a portion 
of his fire throughout the broken and yet well-ordered Hne, the 
savages were finally beaten back from stump to stump, from hillock 
to hillock, and fence to fence, until they had fairly entered the 
margin of the forest. Further, the experienced eye of the bor- 
derer saw he could not follow. Many of his men were bleeding, 
and growing weaker as their wounds still flowed. The protection 
of the trees gave the enemy too great an advantage for their posi- 
tion to be forced, and destruction would have been the inevitable 
consequence of the close struggle which must have followed a 
ohar^. In this stage of the combat Dudley began to cast anxious 
and inquiring looks behind him. He saw that support was not to 
be expected, and he also saw, with regret, that many of the women 
and children were still busy transporong necessaries from the vil- 
lage into the fort Falling back to a better line of covers, and to a 
distance that materially lessened the danger of the arrows, the 
weapons used by quite two-thirds of his enemies, he awaited in 
sullen silence the proper moment to effeot a further retreat. 

It was while the party of Dudley stood thus at bay, that a fierce 
yell rang in the arches of the forest. It was an exclamation <^ 
pleasure uttered in the wild manner of those people, as if the 
tenants of the woods were animated by some sudden and general 
impulse of joy. The crouching yeomen regarded each other in un- 
easmess, but seeing no sign of wavering in the steady mien of their 
leader, each man kept close, awaiting some further exhibition of the 
devices of their foes. Ere another minute had passed two warriors 
appeared at the margin of the wood, where they stood apparently 
in contemplation of the diflerent scenes that were acting in various 
parts of the valley. More than one musket was levelled with in- 
tent to injure them, but a sign from Dudley prevented attempts 
that would most probably have been frustrated by the never- 
slumbering vigilance of a North American Indian. 

There was, however, something in the air and port of these two 
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individuals tliat had its share in producing the forbearance of 
Dudley. They were evidently both chiefs, and of far more than 
usual estimation. As was common with the military leaders of 
the Indians, they were men also of lar&re and commanding stature. 
Viewed at the distance from which they were seen, one seemed a 
warrior who had reached the meridian of his days, while the other 
had the lighter step and more flexible movement of a much briefer 
existence. Both were well armed, and, as was usual with people 
of their origin on the war-path, tiiey were clad only in the cus- 
tomary scanty covering of waist-cloths and leggings. The former, 
however, were of scarlet, and the latter were rich in the fringes 
and bright colours of Indian ornaments. The elder of the two 
wore a gay belt of wampum around his head, in the form of a 
turban, but the younger appeared with a shaven crown, on which 
nothing but the customary chivalrous scalp-lock was visible. 

The consultation^ like most of the incidents that have been just 
related, occupied but a very few minutes. The eldest of the chiefs 
issued some orders. The mind of Dudley was anxiously endea- 
Touring to anticipate their nature, when the two disappeared 
together. The Ensign would now have been left entirely to vague 
conjectures, had not the rapid execution of the mandates that had 
been issued to the youngest of the Indians soon left him in no 
•doubt of their intentions. Another loud and general shout drew 
his attention towards the right, and when he had endeavoured to 
strengthen his position by calling three or four of the best marks- 
men to that end of his little line, the youngest of the chiefs was 
seen bounding across the meadow leading a train of whooping 
followers to the covers that commanded its opposite extrenuty. In 
short the position of Dudley was completely turned, and the 
stumps and angles of the fences which secreted nis men were likely 
to become of no further use. The emergency demanded decision. 
Collecting his yeomen, ere the enemy had time to profit by his 
advantage, the Ensign ordered a rapid retreat towards the fort. In 
this movement he was favoured by the formation of the ground, a 
circumstance that had been well considered on the advance, and in 
a very few minutes the party found itself safely posted under the 
protection of a scattering fire from the palisadoes, widch immediately 
checked the pursuit of the whoopms: and exulting foe. The 
wounded men, after a stem or rather sullen halt, that was intended 
to exhibit the unconquerable determination of the whites, with- 
drew into the works for succoux, leaving the command of Dudley 
reduced by nearly one half of its numbers. With this diminished 
force, however, he promptly turned his attention towards the assist- •. 
ance of those who combated at the opposite extremity of the 
villaffe. 

Allusion has already been made to the manner in which the 
houses of a new settlement were clustered near each other at the 
commencement of the colonial establishmentSi In addition to the 
more obvious and sufficient motive, which has given rise to the 
same inconvenient and unpicturesque manner of building over 
June-tenths of the continent of Europe, there had been found a 
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leKgious inducement for the inconvenient custom. One of tlie 
enactments of the Puritans said, that " no man shall set his dwel- 
ling:-house above the distance of half a mile, or a mile at farthest 
fi-om the meeting of the conffregation where the church doth usually 
assemble for the worship of God." "The support of the worship 
of God in church fellowship,** was the reason ailegod for this arbi«- 
trary provision of the law, but it is quite probable that support 
against danger of a more temporal character was another motive. 
There were those within the fort who believed the smoking piles 
that were to be seen here and there in the clearings on the hills, 
owed their destruction to a disregard of that protection which was 
thought to be yielded to those who leaned with the greatest confi- 
dence, even in the forms of earthly transactions, on the sustaining 
power of an all -seeing and all-directing Providence. Among this 
number was Reubea King, who submitted to the loss of his habita- 
tion, as to a merited punishment for the light-mindedness that had 
tempted him to erect a dwelling at the utmost limits of the pre- 
scribed distance. 

As the party of Dudley retreated, that sturdy yeoman stood at a 
window of the chamber in which his prolific partner with her recent 
gift were safely lodged, for in that moment of confusion the 
husband was compelled to discharge the double duty of sentinel 
and nurse. He had just fired his piece, and he had reason to think 
with success on the enemies that pressed too closely on the retiring 
party, and as he reloaded the gun, he turned a melancholy eye on 
the pile of smoking embers that now lay where his humble but 
comfortable habitation had so lately stood. 

" I fear me, Abundance,'* he said, shaking his head with a sigh, 
** that there was eiTor in the measurement between the meeting and 
the clearing. Some misgivings of the lawfulness of stretching the 
chain across the hollows came over me at the time, but the pleasant 
knoll where the dwelling stood was so healthful and commodious, 
that if it were a sin, I hope it is one that is forgiven ! There doth 
not seem so much as the meanest of its logs that is not now melted 
into white ashes by the fire !'* 

"Raise me, husband,** returned the wife, in the weak voice 
natural to her feeble situation; "raise me with thine arm that I 
may look upon the place where my babes first saw the light." 

Her request was granted, and for a minute the woman gazed in 
mute grief at the destruction of her comfortable home. Tnen as a 
fresh yell from the foe rose on the air without, she trembled and 
turned with a mother's care towards the unconscious beings that 
slumbered at her side. 

"Thy brother hath been driven by the heathen to the foot of the 
palisadoes," observed the other, after regarding his companion with 
manly kindness for a moment, " and he hath lessened his force by 
many that are wounded.*' 

A short but eloquent pause succeeded. The woman turned her 
tearful face upwards, and stretching out a bloodless hand, she 
answered — 

" I know what thou wouldst do. It is not meet that Sergeant 
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Binff should be a woman -tender, when the Indian enemy is in his 
neignbour's fields ! Go to thy duty, and that which is to be done 
do manl'uUy ! and yet would I have thee remember how many 
Ihere are who lean upon, thy life for a father's care." 

The yeoman first cast a cautious look around him, for this the 
decent and stem usages of the Puritans exacted, and perceiving: 
that the girl who occasionally entered to tend the sict was not 
present, he stooped, and impressing his Hps on the cheek of his 
iwife, he threw a yearning look at his o^pring, shouldered his 
musketv, and descended to the court. • 

When Reuben Ring joined the party of Dudley, the latter had 
just issued an order to march to the support of those who still 
-stoutly defended the southern entrance of the village. The labour 
of securing necessaries was not yet ended, and it was on every 
account an object of the last importance to make good the hamlet 
against the enemy. The task, however, was not as difficult as the 
force of the Indians might at first have given reason to believe. 
The conflict by this time had extended to the party which was 
headed by Content, and in consequence the Indians were compelled 
to contend with a divided force. The buildings themselves, with 
the fences and outhouses, were so many breastworks, and it was 
plain that the assailants acted witli a caution and concert that 
betrayed the direction of some mind more highly gifted than those 
which ordinarily fall to the lot of uncivilized men. 

The task of Dudley was not so difiicult as before, since the enemy 
ceased to press upon his march, preferring to watch the movements 
of those who held the fortified house, of whose numbers they were 
ignorant, and of whose attacks they were evidently jealous. As 
soon as the reinforcement reached the Lieutenant who defended the 
village, he commanded the charge, and his men advanced with 
shouts and clamour, some singing spiritual songs, others lilting up 
their voices in prayer, while a few availed themselves of the down- 
right and perhaps equally efiective means of raising sounds as 
fearful as possible. The whole being backed by spirited and well- 
directed discharges of musketry, the efibrt was successful. In a 
few minutes the enemy fied, leaving that side of the valley 
momentarily free from danger. 

Pursuit would have been folly. After posting a few look-outs 
in secret and'lafe positions among the houses, the whole party 
returned with an intention of cutting off the enemy who still held 
the meadows near the garrison. In this design, however, their 
intentions were frustrated. The instant they were pressed the 
Indians gave way, evidently for the purpose of gaining the pro- 
tection of the woods, and wnen the whites returned to their works, 
they were followed in a manner to show that they could make no 
further movement without the hazard of a serious assault. In this 
condition the men in and about the fort were compelled to be inefii- 
cient spectators of the scene that was taking place around the 
" Heathcote-house," as the dwelling of old Mark was commonly 
called 

The fortified building had bee^ erected the protection of the 
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Tillage and its ililiabitants, an object that its position rendered 
feasible ; but it could off^r no aid to tbose who dwelt without the 
ranffe of musketry. The only piece of axtiUery belonging to the 
settlement was the culverin, wnioh had been dischai-ged by the 
Puritan, and which served for the moment to check the advance of 
his enemies. But the exclamations of the stranger, and the appeal to 
his men with which the last chapter closed, suflaioiently proclaimed 
that the attack was diverted from the house, and that work of a 
bloody character now o&ered itself to those he and his companion 
led. 

The ground around the dwelling of the Heathcotes admitted of 
closer and more deadly conflict than that on which the other por- 
tions of the combat had occurred. Time had given size to the 
orchards, and wealth had multiplied and rendered more secure the 
enclosures and outbuildings. It was in one of the former that the 
hostile parties met and came to that issue which the warlike 
stranger had foreseen. 

Content, like Dudley, caused his men to separate, and they threw 
in their fire with the same guarded reservation that had been prac- 
tised by the other party. Success again attended the efforts of dis- 
cipline ; the whites gradually beating back their enemies, until 
there was a probability of forcing them entirely into the open 
ground in their rear, a success that would have been tantamount 
to a victory. But at this flattering moment, yells were heard 
behind the leaping and whooping band that was stiU seen gliding 
through the openings of the smote, resembling so many dark and 
malignant spectres acting their evil rites. Then, as a chief with 
a turbaned head, terrific voice and commanding stature appeared 
in their front, the whole of the wavering line received an onward 
impulse. The yeUs redoubled; another warrior was seen brandish- 
ing a tomahawk on one flank, and the whole of the deep phalanx 
came rushing in upon the whites, threatening to sweep tnem away 
as the outbreaking torrent carries desolation in its course. 

**JM[en to your square!" shouted the stranger, disregarding 
cover and life together in such a pressing emergency ; " to your 
square. Christians, and be firm!" 

The command was repeated by Content, and echoed from mouth 
to mouth. But before those on the flanks could reach the centre, 
the shock had come. All order being lost, the combat was hand to 
hand, one party fighting fiercely for victory, and the other knowing 
that they stood at the awful penl of their lives. After the first dis- 
charge of the musket and the twang of the bow, the struggle was 
maintained with knife and axe, the thrust of the tbrmer, or the 
descent of the keen and glittering tomahawk, being answered by 
sweeping and crushing blows of the musket's butt, or by throttling 
grasps of hands that were clenched in the death-gripe. Men fell on 
each other in piles, and when the conqueror rose to shake off the 
bodies of those who gasp^ at his feet, his frowning eye rested alike 
en friend and enemy. The orchard rang with the yells of the 
Indians, but the colonists fought in mute despair. Sullen resolution 
only gave w^y with life, oud it happened moro than once that feai'ful 
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day, that the usual reeking token of an Indian triumpli was swungr 
before the stem and still conscious eyes of the mangled victim, irom 
whose head it had been torn. 

In this frightful scene of slaughter and ferocity, the principal 
personages of our legend were not idle. By a tacit but intelligent 
understanding, the stranger, with Content and his son, placed them- 
selves back to back, and struggled manfully against tneir luckless 
fortune. The former showed himself no soldier of parade, for 
knowing the uselessness of orders, when each one fought for life, he 
dealt out powerful blows in silence. His example was nobly emu- 
lated by Content, and young Mark moved limb and muscle with the 
vigorous activity of his age. A first onset of the enemy was re- 
pelled, and for a moment uiere was a faint prospect of escape. At 
the suggestion of the stranger, the three moved, in their order, to- 
wards the dwelling, with the intention of trusting to their personal 
activity, when released from the throng. But at this luckless in- 
stant, when hope was beginning to assume the air of probability, a 
chief came stalking through the horrible mel^e, seeking on each 
side some victim for his uplifted axe. A crowd of the inferior herd 
pressed at his heels, and a first glance told the assailed that the de- 
cisive moment had come. 

At the sight of so many of their hated enemies still living, and 
capable of suffering, a common and triumphant shout burst from 
the lips of the Indians. Their leader, like one superior to the more 
vulgar emotions of his followers, alone approached in silence. As 
the band opened and divided to encircle the victims, chance brought 
him face to face with Mark. like his foe, the Indian warrior was 
still in the freshness and vigour of young manhood. In stature, 
years, and agility, the antagonists seemed equal; and, as the 
followers of the chief threw themselves on the stranger and Content^ 
like men who knew their leader needed no aid, there was every ap- 
pearance of a fierce and doubtful struggle. But, while neither of 
the combatants showed any desire to avoid the contest, neither was 
in haste to give the commencing blow. A painter, or rather a 
sculptor, womd have seized the attitudes of these young combatants 
for a rich exhibition of the i)ower of his art. 

Mark, like most of his friends, had cast aside all superfiuons 
vestments ere he approached the scene of strife. The upper part of 
his body was naked to the shirt, and even this had been torn 
asunder by the rude encounters through which he had already 
passed. The whole of his full and heaving chest was bare, ex- 
posing the white skin and blue veins of one whose fathers had come 
from towards the rising sun. His swelling form rested on a leg:, 
that seemed planted in defiance, while the other was thrown m 
front, like a lever to control the expected movements. His arms 
were extended to the rear, the hands grasping the barrel of a 
musket, which threatened death to all who should come within its 
sweep. The head, covered with the short, curling, yellow hair of 
his Saxon lineage, was a little advanced above the left shoulder, and 
seemed placed in a manner to preserve the equipoise of the whole 
frame. The brow was flushed, the lips compressed and resolute. 
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the yeins of tlie neck and temples swollen nearly to bursting, and 
the eyes contracted, but of a gaze that bespoke equally the feelings 
of desperate determination, and of entranced surprise. 

On the other hand, the Indian warrior was a man still more 
likely to be remarked. The habits of his people had brought him, 
as usual, into the iield, with naked limbs and nearly uncovered 
bods[. The position of his frame was that of one prepared to leap, 
and it would have been a comparison tolerated by the licence or 
poetry, to have likened his straight and agile form to the semblance 
of a crouching panther. The projecting leg sustained the body, 
bending under its load more witn the free play of muscle and sinew» 
than from any weight, while the slightly stooping head was a little 
advanced beyond the perpendicular. One hand was clenched on 
the helve of an axe, that lay in a line with the riffht thigh, while 
the other was placed with a firm ^ipe on the buckhom handle of a 
knife that was stiLl sheathed at his girdle. The expression of the 
face was earnest, severe, and perhaps a little fierce, and yet the 
whole was tempered by the immoveable and dignified calm of a 
chief of high qualities. The eye, however, was gazing and riveted, 
and, like that of the youth wnose life he threatened, it appeared 
singularly contracted with wonder. 

The momentary pause that succeeded the movement by which 
the two antagonists threw themselves into these fine attitudes, was 
full of meaning. Neither spoke, neither permitted play of muscle, 
neither even seemed to breathe. The delay was not like that of 
preparation, for each stood ready for his deadly effort, nor would 
it have been possible to trace in the compressed energy of the 
countenance oi Mark, or in the lofty and more practised bearing of 
the front and eye of tie Indian, anything like wavering of purpose. 
An emotion foreign to the scene appeared to possess them both, 
each active frame unconsciously accommodating itself to the bloody 
business of the hour, while the inscrutable agency of the mind held 
them, for a brief interval, in check. 

A yell of death, from the mouth of a savage who was beaten to 
the very feet of his chief, by a blow of the stranger, and an en- 
oouragmg shout from the lips of the latter, broke the short trance. 
The Imees of the chief bent still lower, the head of the tomahawk 
was a little raised, the blade of ^e knife was seen glittering from 
its sheath, and the butt of Mark's musket had receded to the utmost 
tension of his sinews, when a shriek and a yell, different from 
any before heard that day, sounded near. At the same moment, 
the blows of both the combatants were suspended, though by the 
agency of very different degrees of force. Mark felt the arms of 
one cast around his limbs, with a power sufficient to embarrass, 
though not to subdue him, while the well-known voice of Whittal 
Ring sounded in his ears. 

"Murder the lying and hungry pale-faoes I They leave us no 
food but air ; no drink but water ! 

On the other hand, when the chief turned in anger to strike the 
daring one who presumed to arrest his arm, he saw at his feet the 
kneeling figure, the uplifted hands, and agonized features of 
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Martha. Avertinff the blow tliat a follower already aimed at the lifo 
of the suppliant, ne spoke rapidly in his own language, and pointed 
to the stniggling Mark. The nearest Indians cast themselyes on 
the already half-captured youth. A whoop brought a hundred 
more to the spot, and then a calm as sudden and aunost as fearful 
as the urevious tumult prevailed in the orchard. It was succeeded 
by the long-drawn, frigntful, and yet meaning, yell by which the 
jfmerican warrior proclaims his victory. 

With the end of the tumult in the orchard the sounds of strife 
ceased in all the valley. Though conscious of the success of their 
enemies, the men in the fort saw the certainty of destruction, not 
only to themselves, but to those feeble ones they should be compelled 
to leave without a sufficient defence, were they to attempt a sortie 
to that distance from their works. They were therefore compelled 
to remain passive and grave spectators of an evil they had not the 
means to avert. 



CHAPTEE XXIV. 

** Were such things here, as we do speak abOntP 
Or have we eaten of the insane root, 
Tliat takes the reason prisoner ?* 

Macbeth. 

As hour later presented a different scene. Bands of the enemy, 
that in civilized warfare would be called parties of observation, 
lingered in the skirts of the forest nearest to the village, and the 
settlers still gtood to their arms posted among the buildings, or 
maintaining their array at the foot of the palisadoes. Though the 
toil of securing the valuables continued, it was evident that, as the 
first terrors oi alarm had disappeared, the owners of the hamlet 
began to regain some assurance in their ability to make it good 
against their eueaiies. Even the women were now seen moving 
through its giassy street with greater seeming confidence, and 
there was a regularity in the air of the armed men which denoted 
a determination that was calculated to impose on their wild and 
undisciplined assailants. 

But the dwelling, the out-buildings, and all the implements of 
domestic comfort which had so lately contributed to the ease of the 
Heathcotes, were completely in the possession of the Indians. 
The open shutters and doors, the scattered and half-destroyed 
furniture, the air of devastation and waste, and the general aban- 
donment of all interest in the protection of the property, proclaimed 
the licentious disorder of a successful assault, otill the work of 
destruction and plunder did not go on. Although here and there 
might be seen some warrior decorated according to the humours of 
his savage taste with the personal effects of the former inmates of 
the building, every hand had been checked, and the furious tempers 
of the conquerors had been quieted, seemingly by the agency of* 
Bome unseen and extraordinary authority. The men who so lately 
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liad been moved by the fiercest passions of our nature were suddenly 
restrained, if not appeased, and instead of that exuitingr indoli^cnce 
of vengeance whien commonly accompanies an Indian triumph, the 
warriors stalked about the buildiuM and throush the adjacent 
grounds in a silence which, though gloomy and sullen, was marked 
by their characteristic submission to events. 

The principal leaders of the inroad and all the surviving sufferers 
by the defeat were assembled in the piazza of the dwelling. Ruth, 
pale, sorrowing, and mourning for others rather than for herself, 
stood a little apart, attended by Martha and the young assistant, 
whose luckless fortune it was to be found at her post on this 
eventful day. Content, the stranger, and Mark were near, subdued 
and bound, the sole survivors of all that band they had so recently 
led into the conflict. The grey hairs and bodily infirmities of the 
Puritan spared him the same degradation. The only other being 
present of European origin was Whittal Ring. The innocent 
stalked slowly among the prisoners, sometimes permitting ancient 
recollections and sympathies to come over his dull intellect, but 
oftener taunting the unfortunate with the injustice of their race» 
and with the wrongs of his adopted people. 

The chiefs of the successful pa^y stood in the centre, apparently 
engaged in some grave deliberation. As they were few in number, 
it was evident that the council only included men of the highest 
imj>ortance. Chiefs of inferior rank, but of great names in the 
limited renown of those simple tribes, conversed in knots among 
thetrees, or paced the court at a respectful distance &om the oon^ 
«ultation of their superiors. 

The least practised eye could not mistake the person of him on 
whom the greatest weight of authority had fallen. The turbaned 
warrior already introduced in these nages occupied the centre of 
the group, in the calm and dignified attitude of an Indian who 
hearkens to or who utters advice. His musket was borne by one 
who stood in waiting, while the knife and axe were returned to his 
girdle. He had thrown a light blanket, or it might be better 
termed a robe of scarlet cloth, over his left shoulder, whence it 
gracefully fell in folds, leaving the whole of the right arm free, and 
most of nis ample chest exposed to view. From beneath this 
mantle blood fell slowly in drops, dying the floor on which he 
stood. The countenance of this warrior was grave, though there 
was a quickness in the iiiovements of an ever restless eye that 
denoted great mental activity no less than the disquiet of suspicion; 
One skilled in physiognomy might, too, hav^ thought that a shade 
of suppressed discontent was struggling with the self-command of 
habits that had become part of the nature of the individual. 

The two companions nearest this chief were, like himself, men 
past the middle age, and of mien and expression that were simUac 
though less strikingly marked ; neither showing those signs of dis- 
pleasure which occasionally shot from organs that, in spite of a 
mind so trained and so despotic, could not always restrain their 
glittering brightness. One was speaking, and by his glance it was 
evident that the subject of his discourse was the fourth and last 
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of their number, who had placed himself in a position that prevented 
his being an auditor of what was said. 

In the person of the latter chief the reader will recognise the 
youth who had confronted Mark, and whose rapid movement on 
the flank of Dudley had first driven the colonists from the meadows. 
The eloquent expression of limb, the tension of sinews, and the 
compression of muscles as last exhibited w«re now gone. They 
had ^ven place to the peculiar repose that distinguishes the Indian 
warrior in nis moments of inaction quite as much as it marks the 
manner of one schooled in the forms of more nolished life. With 
one hand he leaned lightly on a musket, while from the wrist of 
the other, which hung loose at his side, depended by a thong of 
deer's sinew a tomahawk, from which fell drops of human blood. 
His person bore no other covering than that in which he had fou£:ht» 
and, unlike his more aged companion in authority, his body nad 
escaped without a wound. 

In form and in features, this young warrior might be deemed a 
model of the excellence of Indian manhood. The limbs were full, 
round, faultlessly straight, and distinguished by an appearance of 
extreme activity, without being equally remarkable for muscle. 
In the latter particular, in the umight attitude, and in the di&tant 
and noble gaze, which so often elevated his front, there was a close 
affinity to the statue of the Pythian Apollo, while in the full, 
though slightly effeminate chest, there was an equal resemblance 
to that look of animal indulgence, which is to be traced in the 
severe representations of Bacchus. This resemblance, howevet, to 
a deity that is little apt to awaken lofty sentiments in the spec- 
tator, was not displeasing, since it in some measure relieved the 
sternness of an eye that penetrated like the glance of the eagle, and 
that might otherwise have left an impression of too little sympathy 
with the familiar weaknesses of humanity. Still the young chief 
was less to be remarked by this peculiar fulnes of chest, the fruit 
of intervals of inaction, constant indulgence of the first wants of 
Nature, and a total exemption from toil, than most of those who 
either counselled in secret near, or paced the grounds about the 
building. In him it was rather a point to be admired than a 
blemish, for it seemed to say that notwithstanding the evidences of 
austerity which custom, and perhaps character, as well as rank» 
had gathered in his air, there was a heart beneath that might be 
touched by the charities of humanity. On the present occasion, 
the glances of his roving eye, though searching and full of meaning, 
were evidently weakened oy an expression that betrayed a strango 
and unwonted confusion of mind. 

The conference of the three was ended, and the warrior with a 
turbaned head advanced towards his captives, with the step of a 
man whose mind had come to a decision. As the dreaded chief 
drew near, Whittal retired, stealing to the side of the younger war« 
rior in a manner that denoted greater familiarity and perhaps 
greater confidence. A sudden thought lighted the countenance of 
the latter. He led the innocent to the extremity of the piazza, 
spoke low and earnestly, pointing to the forest, and when he saw 
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that his messenger was already crossing: the fields, at the top of his 
8i>eed, he moved, with oalm dimity, into the centre of the group, 
taking: his station so near his friend that the folds of the scarlet 
blanket brushed his elbow. Until this movement the silence waa 
not broken. When the ^at chief felt the passag^e of the other, he 
glanced a look of hesitation at his friends, but resuming his former 
air of composure, he spoke. 

'* Man of many winters," he commenced, in an English that was 
quite intelligible, while it betrayed a difficulty of speech we shall 
not attempt imitating, " why hath the Qreat Spirit made thy race 
like hungry wolves; why hath a pale-face the stomach of a buz- 
zard, the throat of a hoimd, and the heart of a deer ? Thou hast 
seen many meltings of the snow : thou rememberest the jroung tree 
a sapling. Tell me, why is the mind of a Tengeese so bi^, that it 
must hold all that lies between the rising and the setting sun? 
Speak, for we would know the reason why arms so long are found 
<ni so little bodies ?*' 

The events of that day had been of a nature to awaken all the 
latent energies of the Puritan. He had lifted up his spirit with 
the morning, in the customary warmth with whicn he ever hailed 
the Sabbam ; the excitement of the assault had found him sus* 
tained abpve most earthly calamities, and while it quickened feel- 
ings that can never become extinct in one who has been familiar 
with martial usages, it left bim stem in his manhood and exalted 
in his sentiments of submission and endurance. Under such influ- 
ences, he answered witii an austerity that equalled the gravity of 
the Indian. 

" The Lord hath delivered us into the bonds of the heathen," he 
said, " and yet his name shall be blessed beneath my roof! Out of 
evil shall come good, and from this triumph of the ignorant shall 
proceed an everlasting victory !*' 

The chief gazed intently at the speaker, whose attenuated frame, 
Tenerable fEbce, and long locks, aided by the hectic of enthusiasm 
that played beneath a glazed and deep set eye, imparted a character 
that seemed to rise superior to human weakness. Bending his 
kead in superstitious reverence, he turned gravely to those who, 
api>earing to possess more of the world in their natures, were more 
fitting siiDjects for the desi^s he meditated. 

" The mind of my father is strong, but his body is like a branch 
of the scorched hemlock!" was the pithy declaration with which 
he prefaced his next remark. " Why is this ?" he continued, look- 
ing severely at tiie three who had so lately been opposed to Mm in 
deadly contest. *' Here are men with skins like the blossom of the 
dog-wood, and yet their luinds are so dark that I cannot see 
them!" 

*' They have been blackened by toil, beneath a burning sun,'* 
letumed Content, who knew how to discourse in the figurativo 
language of the people in whose power he found himself. "We 
have laboured, that our women and children n^^ht eat." 

" No ; the blood of red-men hath changed their colour." 
'* We have taken up the hatchet, that the land which the Qreat 
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Spirit hatli giren miglit still be ours, and that our sealps Tnighb 
Bot be blown about in tiie smoke of a vngwam. Would a !Xarra'> 
gansett hide his arms and tie up his hands, with the war-whooip 
ringing in his ears r" 

When allusion was made to the ownership of the valley, the 
blood ruined intp the cheek of the warrior in such a flood that it 
deej)ened even the natural swarthy hue ; but clenching the handle 
of his axe conyuisiTely, he continued to listen, like one accustomed 
to entire self-command. 

" What a red-man does may be seen," he answered, pointing 
with a grim smile towards the orchard ; exposing, by the move- 
ment of the blanket, as he raised his arm, two of the reeking tro- 
phies of victory attached to his belt. " Our ears are open very 
wide. We listen, to hear in what manner the hunting grounds of 
the Indian have become the ploughed fields of the Yengeese. Now 
let my wise men hearken, that they may grow more cunning as the 
snows settile on their heads. The pale-men have a secret to make 
the black seem white V 

** If arragansett — " 

" Wompanoag !" interrupted the chief, with the lofty air with 
which an Indian identifies himself with the g:lory of his people ; 
then glancing a milder look at the young warrior at his elbow, he 
added, hastily, and in the tone of a courtier, *' 'tis very good — 
Karragansett, or Wompanoag, Wompanoag or l^arragansett. The 
red-men are brothers and Mends. They have broken down the 
fences between their hunting grounds, and they have cleared the 
paths, between their villages, of briers. ^ What have you to say to 
the Narragansett : he has not yet shut his ear." 

"Wompanoag, if such be thy tribe," resumed Content, "thoa 
shalt hear that which my conscience teacheth is language to be 
uttered. The God of an Englishman is the God of men of all 
ranks, and of all time." His listeners shook their heads doubt- 
ingly, with the exception of the youngest chief, whose eye never 
varied its direction while the other spoke, each word appearing' to 
enter deep within the recesses of his mind. " In defiance of these 
si^s of blasphemy, do I still proclaim the power of him I wor^ 
smp!" Content continued; My God is thy God; and he now 
looketh equally on the deeds, and searcheth, with inscrutable 
knowledge, into l^c hearts of both. This earth is his footstool ; 
yonder heaven his throne ! I pretend not to enter into his sacred 
mysteries, or to proclaim the reason why one half of his fair woric 
hath been so long left in that slough ot ignorance and heathenish, 
abomination in which my fathers found it ; why these hills never 
before echoed the songs of praise, or why the valleys have been so* 
long mute. These are truths hid in the secret designs of his sacred 
purpose, and they may not be known, until the last ftdfilment. 
iJut a great and righteous spirit hath led hither men, filled with: 
the love of truth and pregnant with the designs of a heavily bur- 
dened fuith, inasmuch as their longings are for things pure, whildi 
the consciousness of their transgressions bend them, in deep hu- 
mility, to the dust. Thou bringest against us the charge of oon^- 
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inp thy lands, and of bearing minds filled witli the conniption of 
riches. This cometh of ignorance of that which hath been aban- 
doned, in order that the spirit of the godly might hold fast to the 
truth. When the Yengeese came into this wilderness, he left 
behind him all that can delight the eye, please the senses, and feed 
the longing of the human heart, in the country of his fathers :' for 
fair as is tne work of the Lord, in other lands, there is none that is so 
excellent as that from which these pilgrims in the wilderness havo 
departed. In that favoured isle, the earth groaneth with tho 
abundance of its products ; the odours of its sweet savours salute 
the nostrils, and the eye is never wearied in gazing at its loveliness. 
— ^No^the men of the pale- faces have deserted home, and all that 
sweeteneth life, that they might serve God ; and not at the insti- 
gations of craving minds, or of evil vanities!" 

Content paused, for as he grew warm with the spirit by which 
he was animated, he had insensibly strayed from the closer pointe 
of his subject. His conquerors maintained the decorous gravity 
with which an Indian always listens to the speech of another, untu 
he had ended ; and then the Great Chief, or Wompanoag, as he 
had proclaimed himself to be, laid a finger lightly on the shoulder 
of his prisoner, as he demanded — 

"Why have the people of the Yengeese lost themselves on a 
blind path ? If the country they have left is pleasant, cannot their 
God hear them from the wigwams of their fathers. See; if our 
trees are but bushes, leave them to the red man ; he will find room 
beneath their branches to lie in the shade. If our rivers are small, 
it is because the Indians are little. If the hills are low and the 
Talleys narrow, the legs of my people are weary with much hunt- 
ing, and they will journey among them the easier. Now what the 
Great Spirit hath made for a red-man, a red-man should keep. 
They whose skins are like the light of the morning should go back 
towards the rising sun, out of which they have come to do us 
wrong." 

The chief spoke calmly, but it was like a man much accustomed 
to deal in the subtleties of controversy, according to the fashion of 
the people to whom he belpnged. 

** God hath otherwise decreed," said Content. " He hath led his 
servants hither, that the incense of praise may arise from the wil- 
derness." 

** Your Spirit is a wicked Spirit. Your ears have been cheated. 
The counsel that told your young men to come so far, was not spoken 
in the voice of the Manitou. It came from the tongue of one ih&t 
loves to see game scarce, and the squaws hungry. Go — ^you follow 
the mocker, or your hands would not be so dark." 

" I know not what injury may have been done the Wompanoaffs^ 
by men of wicked minds, for some such there are, even in the 
dwellings of the well disposed ; but wrong to any hath never come 
from those that dwell within my doors. For these lands, a prioO 
hath been paid ; and what is now seen of abundance in the valle^^ 
hath been wrought by much labour. Thou art a Wompanoag, and 
dost know that the hunting grounds of thy tribe have been heUl 
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aacred by my people. Are not the fences standinfi: which their 
hands placed, tnat not even the hoof of colt should trample the 
com ; and when was it known that the Indian came for justice 
against the trespassing ox, and did not find it r" 

** The moose doth not taste the grass at the root ; he liveth on 
the tree ! He doth not stoop to feed on that which he treadeth 
under foot! Does the hawk look for the musquito! His eye is 
too big. He can see a bird. Go — ^when the deer have been killed, 
the Wompanoags will break down the fence with their own 
hands. Tne arm of a hungry man is strong. A cunning pale- 
face hath made that fence ; it shutteth out the colt, and it shut- 
eth in the Indian. But the mind of a warrior is too big; it will 
not be kept at grass with the ox." 

A low out expressive murmur of satisfaction, from the mouths of 
his grim companions, succeeded this reply of the chief. 

" The country of thy tribe is far distant," returned Content, 
" and I will not lay untruth to my soul by presuming to say whe- 
ther justice or injustice hath been done them in the partition of 
the lands. But in this valley hath wrong never been done to tho 
red-man. What Indian hath asked for food and not got it ? If He 
hath been a-thirst, the cider came at his wish ; if he hath been 
a-cold, there was a seat by the hearth ; and yet hath there been 
reason why the hatchet should be in my hand, and why my foot 
should be on the war-path ! For many seasons we lived on lands, 
which were bouffht of both red and white man, in peace. But 
though the sun shone clear so long, the clouds came at last. Thera 
was a dark night fell upon this valley, Wompanoag, and deatJi and 
the brand entered my dwelling together. Our young men were 
killed, and our spirits were sorely tried." 

Content paused, for his voice became thick, and his eye had caught 
a glimpse of the pale and drooping countenance of her who leaned on 
the arm of the still excited and frowning Mark for support. The 
young chief listened with a charmed ear. As Content had pro- 
ceeded, his body was inclined a little forward, and his whole atti- 
tude was that which men unconsciously assume when intensely 
occupied in listening to sounds of the deepest interest. 

*' But the sun rose again!'* said the great chief, pointing at the 
evidences of prosperity which were everywhere apparent in the 
settlement, casting at the same time an uneasy and suspicious 
glance at his youngest companion. "The morning was clear, 
though the night was so dark. The cunning of a pale-face knows 
Jbow to make com grow on a rock ; the foolish Indian eats roots 
when crops fail and game is scarce." 

" God ceased to be angry," returned Content meekly, folding hifl 
lurms in a manner to show he wished to speak no more. 

The ^eat chief was about to continue, when his young^er asso- 
«iate laid a finger on his naked shoulder, and, by a sign, indicated 
that he wished to hold communication with him apart. The former 
met the request with respect, though it might be discovered that he 
little liked the expression of his companion's features, and that he 
yielded with reluctance, if not with disgust. But the countenance 
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of the youth was firm, and it would have needed more than usual 
hardihood to refuse a request seconded by so steady and so meaning 
an eye. The elder spoke to the warrior nearest his elbow, address- 
ing him by the name of Annawon, and then by a gesture so natural 
and so dimiiied that it might have graced the air of a courtier, he 
announced his readiness to proceed. Notwithstanding the habitual 
reverence of the aborigines for age, the others ^ave way for the 
passage of the young man in a manner to proclaim that merit, or 
oirth, or both, had united to purchase for nim a personal distino-^ 
tion which far exceeded that shown in common to men of his yearsJ^ 
The two chiefs left the piazza in the noiseless manner of the moo- 
casined foot. 

The passage of these dignified warriors towards the groimds in 
the rear of the dwelling, as it was characteristic of their habits, is 
worthy of being mentioned. Neither spoke, neitiier manifested any 
womanish impatience to pry into the musings of the other's mind, 
and neither failed in those slight, but still sensible courtesies, by 
which the path was rendered commodious and the footing sure. 
They had reached the summit of the elevation so often napa.ed, ere 
they believed themselves sufficiently retired to indulge in a dis- 
course which might otherwise have enlightened profane ears. 
When beneath the shade of the fragrant orchard which grew on 
the hill, the senior of the two stopped, and throwing about him one 
of those quick, nearly imperceptible, and yet wary glances by 
which an Indian understands his precise position, as it were by 
instinct, he commenced the dialogue. The discourse was in the 
dialect of their race, but as it is not probable that many who read 
these pages would be much enlightened were we to record it in the 
precise words in which it has been transmitted to us, a translation 
into English, as freely as the subject requires, and the geniuses of 
the two languages will admit, shall be attempted. 

"What would my brother have?*' commenced he with the tur- 
baned head, uttering the guttural sounds in the low, soothing tones 
of friendship, and even of affection. "What troubles the great 
sachem of the Narragansetts ? His thoughts seem uneasy. I think 
there is more before his eye than one whose sight is getting dim can 
see. Doth he behold the spirit of the brave Miantonimoh, who 
died, like a dog, beneath the blows of cowardly Pequots and false- 
tongued Yengeese ? Or does his heart swell with longing to see the 
scalps of treacherous pale-faces hanging at his belt ? Speak, my 
son, the hatchet hath Ion§r been buried in the path between our 
villages, and thy words will enter the ears of a Mend." 

** 1 do not see the spirit of my father," returned the young 
sachem ; ** he is afar oft in the hunting-grounds of just warriors. 
My eyes are too weak to look over so many mountains, and across so 
many rivers. He is chasing the moose in grounds where there aro 
no briers ; he needeth not the sight of a young man to tell liim 
which way the trail leadeth. Why should I look at the place 
where the Pequot and the pale-face took his life ! The fire which 
scorched this hill hath blackened the spot, and I can no longer find 
the marks of blood." 
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''If J ton. is Tery wise; camiing beyond Mb wintefsl l%at 
yrbicli hatii been once revenged is wgotten. He looks no farther 
than SIX moons. He sees the warriors of the Tengeese coming' into 
his village, mnrdering his old women, and slaying the Narr^§:an8ett 
gu-ls; killing' his warriors from behind, and lighting their fires 
with the bones of red-men. I will now stop my ears, for tiie groans 
of the slaughtered make my soul feel weak." 

** Wompanoag," answered the other, with a fierce flashing of his 
«agle eye, and laying his hand firmly on his breast, " the night the 
snows were red with the blood of mv people is here ! my mind is 
dark ; none of my race have since looked upon the place where the 
lodges of the Narragansetts stood, and yet it hath never been hid 
from our sight. Since that time have we travelled in the woods, 
bearing on our backs all that is left but our sorrow; that we carry 
in our hearts." 

" Why is my brother troubled? There are many scalps among 
his people, and see, his own tomahawk is Tery red I Let him ^uiet 
his anger till the night cometh, and there will be a deeper stain on 
the axe. 1 know he is in a hurry, but our councils say it is better 
to wait for darkness since the cunning of the pale-face is too strong 
for the hands of our young men." 

" When was a Narragansett slow to leap after the whoop was 

F'ven ; or unwilling to stay when nien of grey heads say * 'tis better.' 
like your council ; it is lull of wisdom, x et an Indian is but a 
man! Can he fight with the Crod of the Yengeese ? He is too weak. 
An Indian is but a man though his skin be red !" 

" I look into the clouds, at the trees, among the lodges," said the 
other, affecting to gaze curiously at the different objects he named* 
•* but I cannot see the white Manitou. The pale men were talking 
to him when we raised the whoop in their fields, and yet he has not 
heard them. Go ; my son has struck their warriors with a strcwag 
hand ; has he forgotten to count how many dead lie among the 
trees with the sweet smelling blossoms ?" 

" Metacom," returned he, who has been called the Sachem of Ihe 
Narragansetts, stepping cautiously nearer to his friend, and speak- 
ing lower, as if he feared an invisible auditor ; "thou hast put hate 
into the bosoms of the red-men, but canst thou make them more 
cunning than the Spirits ! Hate is very strong, but cunning hath 
a longer arm. See, he added, raising the fingers of his two hands 
before the eyes of his attentive companion, " ten snows have come 
and melted, since there stood a lodge of the pale-faces on this hill. 
Conanchet was then a boy. His hand had struck nothing but deer. 
His heart was full of wishes. By day he thought of Pequot scalps, 
at night he heard the dying words ot Miantommoh. Though slain 
by cowardly Pequots and lying Yengeese, his father came ^dth the 
night into his wigwam to talk to his son. * Does the child of so 
many great sachems grow big,' would he say ; * is his arm getting 
strong, his foot Li^ht, his eye quick, his heart valiant? Will 
Conanchet be like his feithers : when -will the young Sachem of the 
"^arragansetts become a man?' Why should I tell my brother of 
'te visits ! Metacom hath often seen the long line of \Yomponoag 
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•<)Iiiefs in Ms sleep ? The brave saohems sometimes enter into the 
heart of their son ?" 

The lofty-minded, thongh wily Philip struck his hand heavily on 
his naked breast, as he answered ; — 

" They are always here. Metaoom has no soul but the spirit of 
his fathers!" 

" When he was tired of silence the murdered Miantonimoh spoke 
aloud," continued Conanchet, after permitting the customary cour- 
teous pause to succeed the emphatic words of his companion. " He 
bade his son arise and go among the Yenge^se, that he mi^ht 
return with scalps to hang in his wigrvram ; for the eyes of the 
dead chief Kked not to see the place so em^ty. The voice of Conan- 
chet was then too feeble for the council-nre ; he said nothing, he 
went alone. An evil spirit gave him into the hands of the pale- 
faces. He was a captive many moons. They shut him in a cage 
like a tamed panther ! It was here. The news of his ill luck passed 
from the mouths of the young men of the Yengeese to the hunters; 
and from the hunters it came to the ears of the Narragansetts. My 
people had lost their sachem, and they came to seek him. Metacom» 
the Doy had felt the power of the God of the Yengeese I His mind 
began to grow weak ; he thought less of revenge ; the spirit of his 
father came no more at night. There was much talldng with the 
unknown god, and the words of his enemies were kind. Be hunted 
with them. When he met the trail of his warriors in the woods 
his mind was troubled, for he knew their errand. Still he saw his 
father's spirit and waited. The whoop was heard that night; 
many died, and the Narragansetts took scalps. Thou seest this 
lodge of stone over which fire has passed. Three was tiien a 
cunning place above, and in it the pale men went to fight for their 
lives. But the fire kindled and then there was no hope. The 
eoul of Conanchet was mOved at that sight, for there was much 
honesty in them within. Though their skins were so white, they 
had not slain his father. But the flames would not be spoken to, 
and the place became Uke the coals of a deserted council-hre. All 
within were turned to ashes. If the spirit of Miantonimoh rejoiced, 
it was well ; but the soul of his son was ver^ heavy. The weakness 
was on him, and he no longer thought of boasting of his deeds 
at the war-post." 

"That fire scorched the stain of blood from the sachem's 
plain !" 

** It did. Since that time I have not seen the marks of my 
father's blood. -Grey heads and boys were in that fire, and when 
the timbers fell, nothing was left but coals. Yet do they, who were 
in the blazing^ lodge, stand there !" 

The attentive Metacom started, and glanced a hasty look at the 
xuin. 

" Does my son see spirits in the air ?" he asked hastily. , 

"No, they live ; they are bound for the torments. In the white 
head, is he who talked much with his God. The elder chief, who 
struck our young men so hard, was then also a cantive in this 
lodge. He who spoke, and she, who seems even i^aler than her 
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xaee, died tiiatoiglit; and yet are tii^ now liere ! Even the liraye 
yoath, that was so hard to conquer, looks like % boy that was in 
the fire ! The Tengeese deal with unknown gods ; they are too 
canning for an Indian I" 

Philip heard tiiis strange tale, as a being educated in supersti- 
tious lefi:ends would be apt to listen, and yet it was with a leaning 
to incredulity, that was generated by his fierce and indomitable 
desire for the destruction of the hated race. He had preTailed in 
the councils of his nation, over many similar signs of the super* 
natural a^ encr that was exercised in favour of his enemies, but 
never before had facts so imposing, oome so directly and from so 
high a source before his mind. Even the proud resolution and far- 
raghted wisdom of this sagacious chief were shaken bv such tesd* 
numy, and there was a single moment, when the idea of aban- 
doning a league that seemed desperate, took possession of his 
brain. But true to himself and his cause, second thoughts and 
a firmer purpose restored his resolution, though they could not 
remove the perplexity of his doubts. 

" What does Conanchet wish }" he said. " Twice have his 
warriors broken into this valley, and twice have the tomahawks 
of his young men been redder man the head of the woodpecker. 
Hie fire was not good fire ; the tomahawk will kill surer. Had 
not the voice of my brother said to his young men, * let the 
scalps of the prisoners alone,' he could not now say, * yet do they 
now stand here.'" 

^ " My mind is troubled, friend of my father. Let them be ques* 
tioned artfully, that the truth be known." 

Metacom mused an instant ; then smiling in a friendly manner 
on his young and much moved companion, he made a sign to a 
youth who was straying about the fields, to approach. This young 
warrior was made the bearer of an order to lead the captives 
to the hill, after which the two chiefs stalked to and fro, in 
silence, each brooding over what had passed, in a humour that 
was suited to his particular character and more familiar feelings. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

Ko withered witch shall here be seen; 
No goblins lead their nightly crew; 
The female fays shall haunt the green. 
And dress thy grave with pearly dew." 
CoUiiis. 

It is rare indeed that the philosophy of a dignified Indian is 
80 far disturbed, as to destroy the appearance of equanimity*. 
When Content and the family of the Heathcotes appeared on tlie 
hill, they found the chiefs still pacing the orchard, with the 
outward composure of men unmoved, and with the giavity that 
vas suited to their rank. Annawon, who had acted as their 
iductor, caused the captives to be placed in a row, choosing 
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tihe foot of the mm for their position, and then he patiently 
awaited tlie moment, when his superiors might he pleased to re- 
new the examination. In this habitual silence, there was nothing 
of the abject air of Asiatic deference. It proceeded from the 
habit of self-command, which^ taught the Indian to repress all 
natural emotions. A very similar effect was produced by the 
reli^ous abasement of those whom fortune had now thrown into 
their power. It wotdd have been a curious study, for one in- 
terested in the manners of the human species, to note the dif- 
ference between the calm, physical, and perfect self-jiossession of 
the wild tenants of the forest, and the ascetic, spiritually sus- 
tained, and yet meek submission to Providence, tiiat was ex- 
hibited by most of the prisoners. We say of most, for there wasr 
an exception. The brow of young Mark still retained its £rown, 
and the angry character of his eye was only lost, when by chance 
it lighted on the drooping form and pallid features of his mother. 
There was amole time for these several and i>eculiar qualities to 
be tiius silently exhibited, many minutes passing before either of 
the Sachems seemed inclined to recommence the conference. At 
length Philip, or Metacom, as we shall indifferently call him, drew 
near and spoke. 

"This earth is a good earth," he said; "it is of many colours 
to please the eyes of him who made it. In one part it is dark, 
ana as the worm taketh the colour of the leaf on which he 
crawls, there the hunters are black; in another part it is white, 
and that is the part where pale men were bom and where they 
should die, or they may miss the road which leads to their happy 
hunting grounds. Many just warriors, who have been killed on 
distant war-paths, still wander in the woods, because the trail is 
hid and their sight dim. It is not good to trust so much to the 
ounning of " 

" Wretched and blind worshipper of Apollyon !" interrupted the 
Puritan, " we are not of the idolatrous and foolish minded ! It hath 
been accorded to us to know the Lord ; to his chosen worshippers 
all regions are alike. The spirit can mount equally through snows 
and whirlwinds, the tempest and the calm, trom the lands of the 
sun and the lands of frosts, from the depths of the ocean, from fire, 
from the forest; " 

He was inteirupted in his turn. At the word fire, the finger of 
Metacom fell meaningly on his shoulder; and when hie had ceased, 
for until then no Indian would have spoken, the other gravely 
asked— 

" And when a man of a pale skin hath gone up in the fire, can 
he again walk upon earth ? Is the river between this clearing and 
the pleasant fields of a Yengeese so narrow that the just men can 
step across it when they please ?" 

" This is the conceit of one wallowing in the slough of heathenish 
abominations ! Child of ignorance ! know that the barriers which 
separate heaven from earth are impassable ; for what purified being 
could endure the wickedness of the flesh }" 

"This is a lie of the false pale-faces," said the wily Philip; "itis 

p 
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told that the Indian might not learn their conniB^, a&d become 
etronsfer than the Yengeese. My fatiher, and those with him, wet« 
ionoe bnmt in this lodge, and now he standeth here, ready to take 
tiie tomahawk !" 

'* To be angered at this blasphemy, would ill denote the pity that 
I feel" said Mark, more excited at the chaise of necroaiancy than. 
he was willing to own, "and yet to suffer so fatal an error to 
mvread among these deluded wotims of Satan would be neglect of 
^ty. Thoubast heard soiDBe lege&d of thy wild people, man of the 
Wompanoags, which may heap double perdition cm thy soul, lest 
4iiou shouldst happily be rescned from the fangs of the deceiver. 
It is true that I and mine were in exceeding jeopardy in this tower, 
«nd that to the eyes of men without we seemed melted with the 
Iieat of the flames, but the Lord put it into our spirits to seek 
Tefuge whither Are could not come. The well was made the in- 
4stmment of our safety for the fulfilment of his own inscrutable 
designs." 

Notwithstanding the loi^ practised and exceeding subtlety d 
the listeners, they neard this simp^ explanation of that which they 
had deemed a mirade with a wonder that could not readily be 
concealed. Delight at the excellence of the artifice was evidently 
^e first and common emotion of them both, nor would they yield 
implicit faith until assured, beyond a doubt, that ^at they heard 
was true. The little iron door, which had permitted access to .the 
well for the ordinary domestic purposes of the family, was still 
there, and it was only after each had oast a look down the de^ 
shaft, that he appeared satisfied of the practicability of the deedl 
Then a look of triumph gleamed in the swarthy -visage of Philip,, 
while the features of his associate expressed equally his satisfac- 
tion and his regret. Thev walked apart, musing on what they had 
just seen and neard, ana when they spoke, it was again in the 
language of their people. 

" Mt fion hath a tongue that cannot lie," observed Metaoom, in. 
a soothing, flattering aocent. '* What he hath seen he tells, and 
what he tells is true. Oonanohet is not a boy, but a chief whose 
wisdom is gray while hk limbs are young. Now, why shall not his 
people take the scalps of these Yengeese, that t^ey may never go 
any more into holes in the earth like Cunning foxes?" 

" The Sachem hath a very bloody mind," returned the young chief,, 
quicker than was common for men of his station. " Let the arms 
of the warriors rest till they meet the armed hands of the Yengeese, 
or they will be too tired to strike heavily. My young men have taken, 
scalps since the sun oame over the trees, and they are satisfied. 
"Why does Metacom look so hard? What does my father see ?" 

** A dark spot in the middle of a wide plain. The grass is not 
green— it is red as blood. It is too dark for tiie blood of a pale- 
face. It is the rich blood of a great wairior. The rains cannot 
wash it out ; it grows darker every sun. The snows do not whiten 
it ; it hath been there many winters. The birds scream as they fly 
over it i the wolf howls ; the lizards creep another way." 
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^ Thine ^yes are g^etting old; fire hatli blackened liie pkoe, and 
what thou Beest is coal.** 

" The fire was kindled in a well ; it did not bum bright. What 
I see is blood." 

" Wampauoaff,** rejoined Conanohet, fiercely, " I haye scorched 
■flie spot with the lodges of the Yengeese. Tne grave of my father 
is covered with scalps taken by the hand of his son. Wny does 
Metaoom look again ? What does the chief see ?' ' 

" An Indian town burning in the midst of the snow. The youn^ 
men struck from behind ; the girls screaming ; the children broiling 
on coals, and the oid men dying like dogs ! It is the village of tho 
cowardly Pequots — No, I see better; the Yengeese are in ths 
country of the great Narragansett, and the brave Sachem is there, 
fighting ! I shut my eyes lor smoke blinds them !** 
. Conanchet heard this allusion to the recent and deplorable fate 
of the principal establishment of his tribe, in sullen silence ; for 
the desire oi revenge, which had been so fearfully awakened, 
seemed now to be Numbering, if it were not entirely quelled, by 
ihe agency of some mysterious and potent feeling. He roUed his 
eyes gloomily, from the apparently abstracted countenance of his 
artfal companion, to those of the captives, whose fate only awaited 
his judgment, since the band which had that morning broken in 
upon the Wish-Ton- Wish, was, with but few exceptions, composed 
of the surviving warriors of his own powerful nation r But, while 
his look was displeased, faculties that were schooled so highly 
could not easily be mistaken in what passed, even in the most 
cursory manner, before his sight. 

"What sees my father, next?" he asked, with an interest he 
could not control, detecting another change in the features of 
Metacom. 

" One who is neither white nor red. A youn^ woman that 
boundeth like a skipping faw»; who hath lived in a wigwam, 
doing nothing; who speaks with two tonffues; who holds her 
hands before the eyes of a great warrior, tiU he is blind as the owi 
in the sun— I see her ; — *' 

Metacom paused, for at that moment a being that singularly 
resemWed this description appeared before him, offering the reality 
of the imaginary picture he was drawing with so much irony and 
art. 

The movement of the timid hare is scarce more hurried, or more 
undecided, than that of the creature who now suddenly presented 
herself to the warriors. It was ajmarent, by the hesitating and 
half-retreating step, that succeeded the light bound with which she 
came in view, that she dreaded to advance, while she knew not how 
far it might be proper to retire. For the first moment she stood in 
a suspended and doubting x>osture, such as one might suppose a 
creature of mist would assume ere it vanished, and then meeting 
the eye of Conanchet, the uplifted foot retouched the earth, and her 
whole form sunk into the modest and shrinking attitude of an 
Indian girl, who stood in the presence of a Sachem of her tribe. 

F 2 
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As this female is to enact no mean part in that which follows, the 
reader may be thankful for a more minute description of her 
person. 

The age of the strangrer was under twenty. In form she rose 
above the usual stature of an Indian maid, though the proportions 
of her person were as light and buoyant as at all comported with the 
fulness that properly belonged to her years. The limbs, seen below 
the folds of a snort kirtle of bright scarlet cloth, were just and 
tapering, even to the nicest proportions of classic beauty ; and never 
did foot of higher instep, and softer roundness, firace a feathered 
moccasin. Though the person, from the neck to the knees, was hid 
by a tightly-fitting vest of calico, and the short kirtle named, 
enough of the shape was visible to betray outlines that had never 
been mjured, either by the mistaken devices of art or by the baneful 
effects of toil. The skin was only visible at the hands, face, and 
neck. Its lustre having been a little dimmed by exposure, a rich, 
rosy tint had usurped tne natural brightness of a complexion that 
had once been fair, even to briUiancv. The eye was full, sweet, 
and of a blue that emulated the sky of evening — ^the brows soft ana 
arched — ^the nose straight, delicate, and slightly Grecian — ^the fore- 
head fuller than that which properly belonged to a girl of the N^- 
ragansetts, but regular, delicate, and polished; and the hair, 
instead of dropping in long straight tresses of jet black, broke out 
of the restraints of a band of beaded wampum, in ringlets of golden 
yellow. 

The peculiarities that distinguished this female from the others 
of her tribe, were not confined alone to the indelible marks of 
nature. Her step was more elastic, her gait more erect and grace- 
ful, her foot less inwardly inclined, and her whole movements freer 
and more decided than those of a race doomed, from infancy) to 
Bubjection and labour. Though ornamented by some of the prized 
inventions of the hated race to which she evidently owed her oirth, 
she had the wild and timid look of those with whom she had grown 
into womanhood. Her beauty would have been remarkable in any 
region of the earth ; while the play of muscle, the ingenuous beam- 
ing of the eye, and the freedom of limb and action were such as sel- 
dom pass beyond the years of childhood among people who, in 
attempting to improve, so often mar the works of nature. 

Although the colour of the eye was so very difierent from that 
which generally belongs to one of Indian origm, the manner of its 
quick and searching glance, and of the half-alarmed and yet imder- 
standing look with wnich this extraordinary creature made herself 
mistress of the more general character of the assemblage before 
which she had been summoned, was like the half instinctive know- 
ledge of one accustomed to the constant and keenest exercise of her 
faculties. Pointing with a finger towards Whittal King, who stood 
a little in the back ground, a low, sweet voice was heard asking^ in 
the language of the Indians — 

" Why has Conanchet sent for his woman from the woods?** 

The young Sachem made no reply. An ordinary spectator could 
not have detected about him even a consciousness of the speaker's 
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presence. On tlie contrary, he maintained the lofty reserve of a 
chief eng^aged in affairs of moment. However deeply his thoughts 
might have been troubled, it was not easy to trace any evidence of 
the state of his mind in the calmness of features that appeared 
habitually immovable. For a single, treacherous instant only, 
was a glance of kindness shot towards the timid and attentive 
girl ; and then, throwing the still bloody tomahawk into the hollow 
of one arm, while the hcmd of the other firmly gasped its handle, 
he remained unchanged in feature, as he was rind in limb. Not so 
with Philip. When the intruder first appeared, a dark and lower- 
ing gleam of discontent gathered at his brow. It quickly changed 
to a look of sarcastic ana biting scorn. 

" Does my brother again wish to know what I see ?" he demanded, 
when sufficient time had passed after the unanswered question of 
the female, to show that his companion was not disposed to answer. 

** What does the Sachem of the Wampanoags now behold ?" re- 
turned Conanchet, proudly; unwilling to show that any circum- 
stance had occurred to interrupt the subject of their conference. 

"A sight that his eyes will not believe. He sees a great tribe on 
the war-path. There are many braves, and a chief whose fathers 
came from the clouds. Their hands are in the air— they strike 
heavy blows— the arrow is swift and the bullet is not seen to enter, 
but it kills. Blood runs from the wounds that is of the colour of 
water. Now he does not see, but he hears ! 'Tis the scalp- whoop, 
and tiie warriors are very glad. The chiefe in the happy hunting 
grounds are coming, with joy. to meet Indians that are killed, for 
they know the scalp-whoop of their children." 

Tne expressive countenance of the young Sachem involuntarily 
responded to this description of the scene through which he had lust 
past, and it was impossible for one so tutored to prevent the blood 
mm rushing faster to a heart that ever beat strongly with the 
wishes of a warrior. 

"What sees my father, next^" he asked, triumph insensibly 
stealing into the tones of bis voice. 

"A messenger — and then he hears— the moccasins of squaws !" 

"Enoiigh. Metacom, the women of the Narragansetts have no 
lodges. Their villages are in coals, and they follow the young men 
for food." 

" I see no deer. The hunter will not find venison in a clearing of 
the pale faces. But the com is full of milk ? Conanchet is very hun- 
gry; he hath sent for his woman, that he may eat !" 

The fingers of that hand which grasped the handle of the toma- 
hawk appeared to bury themselves in the wood. The glittering 
axe itself was slightly raised; but the fierce gleaming of resent- 
ment subsided, as the anger of the young Sachem vanished, and a 
dignified calm again settled on his countenance. 

"Gk), Wampanoag," he said, waving a hand proudly, as if deter- 
mined to be no longer harassed by the language of his wily asso- 
ciate; "my youn^ men will raise the whoop when they hear my 
Toice, and they will kill deer for their women. Sachem, my mind 
is my own." 
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Philip answered to the look which accompaziied these woids with 
one that threatened yengeao.ee ; bat, smothering his anger, with his 
aiecnstomed wisdom, he left the hill, assumiag an air that adjected 
more of commiseration than of resentment. 

"Why has Conanchet sent for a woman from the woods r" re- 
peated the same soft voice, nearer to the elbow of the young 
Bachem, and which spoke with less of the timidity of the sex, now 
that the troubled spirit of the IndiaBS of those regions had disap- 
peared. 

"Narrah-mattah, come near," returned the young chief, chang- 
ing the deep and proud tones in wMeh he had addressed his restless 
and bold companion in arms, to those which better suited the gentle 
ear for which his words were intended. "Fear not, daughter of 
tiie morning, for those around us are of a race used to see women at 
the council fires. Kow look, with an open eye ; is there anything 
aanong these trees that seemeth like an ancient tradition? Hast 
eirer beheld such a valley in thy dreams > Have yonder pale faces, 
whom the tomahawks of my young men spared, been led before 
thee by the Great Spirit, in the darit nights^* 

The female listened, in deep attention. Her gaze was wild and 
uncertain, and yet it was not absolutely without gleamings of a 
half reviving intelligence. Until that moment, she had been too 
much occupied in conjecturing l^e subject of her visit to regard the 
natural objects by which she was surrounded; but with her atten- 
tion thus directly turned upon them, her organs of sight embraced 
eateh and all with the discrimination ^at is so remarkable in those 
whose faculties are quickened by danger and necessity. Passing 
fiom side to side, her swift glanices run over the distant hamlet, 
"with its little fart^ the buildings in the near grounds, the soft and 
^saNlant fields, the fragrant orchard, beneath whose leafy shade she 
stood, and the blackened tower, that rose in its centre, like some 
gloomy memorial placed there to remind the spectator not to trust 
too fondly to the signs of peace and loveliness that reigned around. 

Shaking back the ringlets that had blown about her temples, the 
wondering female turned thoughtfully and in silence to her place. 

" 'Tis a village of the Yengeese I" she said, after a long and 
expressive pause. " A Narragansett womaa does not love to look 
at the lodges of the hated race." 

" Listen ; lies have never entered the ears of Narra-mattah. 
Hy tongue hath spoken like the tongue of a chief. Thou didst 
not come of the sumach, but of the snow. This hand of thine is 
;iK)t like the hands of the women of my tribe ; it is little, for the 
feeat Spirit did not make it for work ; it is of the colour of the 
pfcy in the morning, for thy fathers were bom near the place 
where the sun rises. Thy blood is like spring water. All this 
thou knowest, for none have spoken false in thy ear. Speak ; dost 
thou never see the wigwam of thy father? Does not his voice 
whisper to thee in the language of his people ?" 

The female stood in the attitude which a sybil might be sup- 
posed to assume, while listening to the occult mandates of toe 
mysterious oracle, every faculty entranced and attentive. 
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*^ Why does ConaxLchet ask these questions of his wife ; he knows 
what she knows, he sees what she sees, his mind is her mind. If 
the Great Spirit made her skin of a different ooloor, he made her 
heart the same. Narra-mattah will not listen to the lyin^r language ; 
she shuts her eetrs, for there is deceit in its sounds. »he tries to 
forget it. One tongue can sa^ all she wishes to speak to Conanchet ; 
why should she look back m dreams, when a great chief is her 
busWd?*' 

The eye of the warrior, as he looked u]»on the ingenuous and 
«on£ding face of the speaks, was kind to fondness. The firmness 
had passed away, and in its place was left the winning softness of 
affection, which, as it helc^ngs to nature, is seen at times in tho 
expression of an Indian^s eye, as strongly as it is erer known to 
sweeten the intereourse of a more polished condition of life. 

^ Girl," he said with emphasis, after a moment of thought, as if 
he would recall her and himself to more important duties, " thia 
is a war path ; all on it are men. Thou wast like the i>iffeon before 
its wing opens when I brought thee from the nest ; still the winds 
of many winters had blown upon thee. Dost never think of the 
warmth and of the food of the lodge in whieh thou hast passed so 
many seasons ?" 

" The wigwam of Conan(^tet is warm ; no woman of the tribe 
jbath as many fiirs as Narra-mattah." 

" He is a great hunter I when they hear his moccasin the beayera 
lie down to be killed ! But the men of the Pale-faces hold the 
plough. Does not *the driven snow' think of those who fenced 
the wigwam of her fikther from, the cold, or of the manner in which 
the Yengeese lire ?" ' 

His youthful and attentive wife seemed to reflect; but raising 
her face with an expression of content that could not be counter- 
feited, she shook her head in the negative. 

" Does she never see a fire kindled among the lodges, or hear 
tiie whoops of warriors, as they break into a settlement }" 

"Many fires have been kindled before her eyes; the ashes of 
the Narragansett town are not yet cold." 

** Does not Narra-mattah hear her father sneaking to the God of 
the Yengeese ? Listen ; he is asking favour for his child !*' 

'*The Great Spirit of the Narragansett has ears for his people." 

"But I hear a softer voiee! 'Tis a woman of the rale-faces 
among her children ; cannot the daughter hear !" 

Narra-mattah, or ' the driven snow,' laid her arm lightlv on the 
arm of the chief, and she looked wistfullv and long into his face, 
without an answer. The gaze seemed to deprecate the anger that 
might be awakened by what she was about to reveal. 

*' Chief of my people," she said, encouraged by his still calm and 
«ntle brow to proceed ; " what a girl of the clearings sees in her 
dreams shall not be hid : it is not the lodges of her race, for the 
wigwam of her husband is warmer : it is not the food and clothes 
of a cunning people, for who is richer than the wife of a great 
ohief : it is not her fathers speaking to their Spirit, for there is none 
stronger than Manitou. Narra-mattah has forgotten all » she does 
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not wish to thiiik of things like these. She knows how to hate a 
hungry and craving race. But she sees one that the wives of the 
Narragansetts do not see. She sees a woman with a white skin ; 
her eye looks sofQy on her child in her dreams ; it is not an eye, it 
is a tongue ! It says, ' what does the wife of Conanchet wish ? — is 
she cold ? here are furs— is she hungry ? here is venison—is she 
tired ? the arms of the pale woman open that an Indian girl may 
sleep.' When there is silence in the lodges, when Conanchet and 
his young men lie down, then does this pale woman speak. Sachem, 
she does not talk of the battles of her people, nor of the scalps that 
her warriors have taken, nor of the manner in which the Peqnots 
and Mohicans fear her tribe. She does not tell how a young 
Narraffansett should obey her husband, nor how the women must 
keep xood in the lodges for the hunters that are wearied ; her 
tongue useth strange words. It names a Mighty and Just Spirit ; 
it telleth of peace, and not of war ; it soundeth as one talking from 
the clouds ; it is like the falling of the water among rocks. Narra- 
mattah loves to listen, for the words seem to her like the Wish- 
Ton- Wish, when he whistles in the woods." 

Conanchet had fastened a look of deep and affectionate interest 
on the wild and sweet countenance of the being who stood be- 
fore him* She had spoken in that attitude of earnest and natural 
Sequence that no art can equal, and when she ceased, he laid a 
hand, in kind but melancholy fondness, on the half inclined and' 
motionless head as, he answered — 

" This is the bird of night singinff to its young ? The Great 
Spirit of thy fathers is angry that thou livest in the lodge of a 
Karragansett. His sight is too cunning to be cheated. He imows 
that the moccasin, and the wampum, and the robe of fur are liars ; 
he sees the colour of th^ skin beneath." 

" Conanchet, no," returned the female, hurriedly, and with a de- 
cision her timidity did not give reason to expect. " He seeth far- 
ther than the skin, and knoweth the colour ox the mind. He hath 
forgotten that one of his girls is missing." 

"It is not so. The eagle of my people was taken into the 
lodges of the Pale-faces. He was youne, and they taught him to 
sing with another tongue. The colours of his feathers were changed* 
and they thought to cheat the Manitou. But when the door was 
open he spread his wings and flew back to his nest. It is not 
80. What hath been done is good, and what will be done is better. 
Come, there is a straight path before us." 

Thus saying, Conanchet motioned to his wife to follow towards 
the group of captives. The foregoing dialogue had occurred in a 
place where the two parties were partially concealed from each, 
other by the ruin ; but as the distance was so trifling, the Sachem 
end his companion were soon confronted with those he sought. 
Leaving his wife a little without the circle, Conanchet advanced, 
and taking the unresisting and half unconscious Euth by the arm 
he led her forward. He placed the two females in attitudes where 
each might look the other full in t^e face. Strong emotion strug- 
gled in a countenance which, in spite of its flerce mask of war- 
paint, could not entirely conceal its workings. 
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'* See," lie said, in English, looking earnestly from one to the 
other—** the good Spirit is not ashamed of his work. What he 
bath done, he hath done ; Narragansett nor Yengeese can alter it. 
TkLs is the white bird that came from the sea," ne added, touch- 
ing the shoulder of Ruth lightly with a finger, ** and this is the 
young that she warmed under her wing." 

Then folding his arms on his naked oreast he appeared to sum- 
mon his energy, lest, in the scene that he knew must follow, his 
manhood might be betrayed into some act unworthy of his name. 

The captiTCs were necessarily ienorant of the meaning of the 
scene which they had just witnessed. So many strange and savage- 
lookinfl[ forms were constantly passing and repassing before their 
eyes, that the arrival of one, more or less^ was not likely to be 
noted. Until she heard Conanchet speak m her native tongue, 
Buth had lent no attention to the interview between him and his 
wife. But the figurative language, and no less remarkable action 
of the Narragansett, had the efifeot to arouse her suddenly, and in 
the most exciting manner, from her melancholy. 

No child of tender aee ever unexpectedly came before the eyes 
of Euth Heathcote, wimout painfully recaUmg the image of the 
oherub she had lost. The playful voice of infancy never surprised 
lier ear without the sound conveying a pang to the heart, nor ooulok 
allusion, ever so remote, be made to persons or events that bore re- 
semblance to the sad incidents of her own life, without quickening 
the never dying pulses of maternal love. No wonder, then, that 
when she found nerself in the situation and under the droumstances 
described, that nature grew stronfi" within her, and that her mind 
cauRht glimpses, however dim ana indistinct they might be, of a 
truth that the reader has already anticipated. Still a certain and 
intelli^ble clue was wanting. Fancy had ever painted her child 
in the innocence and infancy in which it had been torn from her 
arms, and here, while there was so much to correspond with reason- 
able expectation, there was littie to answer to the long and fondly 
cherished picture. The delusion, if so holy and natural a feelina^ 
may thus be termed, had been too deeply seated to be dispossessea 
at a glance. Gazing long, earnestly, ana with features that varied 
with every chan^g feelm^, she held the stranger at the len^h of 
her two arms, alike unwiUmg to release her hold, or to admit her 
closer to a heart which might rightfolly be the property of another. 

'*Who art thou^" demanded the mother, m a voice that was 
tremulous with the emotions of tiiat sacred character. " Speak, 
mysterious and lovely being— who art thou ?" 

Narra-mattah had turned a terrified and implorinff look at the 
immovable and calm form of the chief, as! if she sought protection 
from him at whose hands she had been accustomea to receive it* 
But a different sensation took possession of her mind when she 
heard sounds which had too often soothed the ear of infancy ever 
to be forgotten. Struggling ceased, and her pliant form assumed 
the attitude of intense and entranced attention. Her head was 
bent aside, as if the ear were eager to drink in a repetition of the 
tones, while her bewildered and delighted eye still sought the 
countenance of her husband. 
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" Viftoii of the woods !— wilt thou not answer ?" eontinmed Rn^th. 
"If there ii reverence for the Holy One of Israel, in thine heart» 
answer, that I may know thee !" 

" Hist, Conanchet !" murmured the wife, over whose features the 
glow of pleased and wild surprise continued to deepen. " Come 
nearer, bachem ; the Spirit that talketh to Narra-mattah in ker 
dreams is nigh." 

" Woman of the Yengeese !" said the hushand, advancing with 
dinuty to the spot,"^ let the clouds blow &om thy sight. Wife of 
a Norragansett I see clearly. The Manitou of your race speaks 
strong. He telleth a mother to know her child !" 

Euth could hesitate no longer ; neither sound nor exclamation 
escaped her, but as she strained the yielding frame of her recovered 
daughter to her heart, it appeared as if she strove to incorporate 
the two bodies into one. A cry of pleasure and astonishment drew 
all around her. Then came the evidence of the power of nature 
when strongly awakened. Age and youth alike acknowledged its 
potency, and recent alarms were overlooked, in the pure joy of 
such a moment. The spirit of even the lorty minded Conanchet 
was shaken. Eaising the hand, at whose wrist still hung the 
Uoody tomahawk, he veiled his face, and turning aside, that none 
might see the weakness of so great a warrior, he wept. 



CHAPTER XXTL 

<* One sees mere derUs than vaet hdl ean hold ; 
Tbat ia, Hut ma#men :" — Mjomuiciieb Kiobt^s Pbsam. 

On quitting the hiQ, Philip bad summoned his Wompanoags, 
and supported by the obedient and fierce Annawon, a savage that 
xnight, under better auspices, have proved a worthy lieutenant to 
Caesar, he left the fields of Wish-Ton- Wish. Accustomed to see 
these sudden outbreakings of temper in their leaders, the followers 
of Conanchet, .who would have preserved their air of composure 
onder &r more trying circumstances, saw him depart, equally 
without question and without alarm. But when their own Sachem 
appeared on the ground which was stiU red with the blood of the 
combatants, and made known his intention to abandon a conquest 
that seemed more than half achieved, he was not heard without 
murmuring. The authority of an Indian Chief is far from despotic, 
and though there is reason to think it is often aided, if not gene- 
rated by the accidental causes of birth and descent, it receives its 
jnain support in the personal quaKties of Mm who rules. Happily 
for the Narragansett leader, even his renowned father, the hapless 
Miantonimoh, had not purchased a higher name for wisdom or for 
daring than that which nad been fairly won by his still youthful 
son. The savage humours, and the rankling desire for vengeance 
in the boldest of his subalterns, were made to quaU before the 
menacing. glances of an eye that seldom threatened without per- 
formance ; nor was there one of them all, when challenged to co^e 
forth to brave the anger, or to oppose the eloquence of his chiel^ 
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wl^o did not shzhik from a oontest wMeh kabitaal respect liad 
taught them to believe would be far too unequal for suoeess. 
Within less than an hour after Ruth had olasped her child to her 
bosom, the inradershad altogether disappeared. The dead of their 
party were withdrawn and concealed, with all the usual care^ in 
order that no ttcalp of a warrior might be left in the hands of hia 
enemies. 

It was not unusual fbr the Indiana to retire satisfied with the re- 
sults of their Urst blow. So much of their military success waa 
dependent on surprise, that it oftener happened the retreat com- 
menced with its failure, than that victory was obtained by per* 
severance. 

So lon^ as the battle raged> their courage was equal to all its 
dangers, out among people who made so great a merit of artifice, 
it is not at all surprising that they seldom put more to the hazard 
than was justified by the most severe discretion. When it was 
known, therefore, that the foe had disappeared in the fi>rest» the in- 
habitants of the village were more ready to believe the movement 
-was the result of their own manful resistance, than to seek motives 
that might not prove so sootiiing to their self-esteem. The retreat 
-wus thought to be quite in rule, and, though prudence forbade pur- 
suit, able and well-limbed scouts were sent on their trail, as well 
to prevent a renewal of the surprise as to enable the forces of tha 
colonv to* know the tribe of their enemies, and the direction whick 
they nad taken. 

Then came a scene of solemn ceremonies and of deep affliction. 
Though the parties led by Dudley and the Lieutenant had been so 
fortunate as to escape with a few immatexial wounds, the soldiers 
headed by Content, with the exception of those already named, had 
fallen to a man. Death had struck at a blow twenty of the most 
efficient individuals out of that isolated and simple communitv. 
Under circumstances in which victory was so barren and so dearly 
bought, sorrow was a feeling for stronger than rejoicing. Exulta- 
tation took the aspect of humility, and while men were conscioua 
of their well deserving, they were the most sensible of their de- 
pendence on a j)ower they could neither influence nor comprehend. 
tChe charactenstio opinions of the religionists became still more 
exalted, and the close of the day was quite as remarkable for an. 
exhibition of the peculiarly exaggerated impressions of the colon- 
ists, as its opening had been firightful in violence and blood. 

When one of the more active of the runners returned with the 
news that the Indians had retired through the forest with a broad 
trail, a sure sign that they meditated no further concealment near 
the valley, and that they had already betn traced man;^ miles on 
their retreat, the villa^rs returned to their usual habitations. The 
dead were then distributed among those who claimed the nearest 
right to the performance of the last duties of aflfection, and it might 
have been truly said that mourning had taken up its abode m. 
nearly every dwelling. The ties of blood were so greneral in a so- 
ciety thus limited, and, where they failed, the chanties of life wera 
Uo intimate and so natural, that not an individual of them all 
escaped, without feeling that the events of the day had robbed mm 
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for ever of some one on whom he was partially dependent for com* 
fort or haDpiness. 

As the day drew towards its dose, the little bell again summoned 
the eongreffation to the church. On this solemn occasion but few 
of those who still lived to hear its sounds were absent. The mo- 
ment when Meek arose for grayer was one of general and intense 
feeling. The places so lately occupied by those who had fallen 
were now empty, and they resembled so many eloquent blanks in 
the description of what had passed, expressing far more than any 
lan^age could impart. The appeal of the divine was in his usual 
strain of sublimated piety, mysterious insights into the hidden 
purposes of Providence bemg strangely blended with the more in- 
teUigible wants and passions of man. While he gave heaven the 
glory of the victory, he spoke with a lofty and pretending humility 
of the instruments of its i)ower, and although seeminglv willing to 
acknowledge that his people abundantly deserved the heavy blow 
which had alighted on them, there was an evident impatience of 
the agents by which it had been inflicted. The principles of the 
sectarian were so singularly qualified by the feelings of the borderer, 
that one, subtle in argument, would have found little difficulty in. 
detecting flaws in the reasoning of this zealot ; but as so much was 
obscured by metaphysical mists, and so much was left for the 
generalities of doctnne, his hearers, without an exception, made 
such an application of what he uttered as apparently rendered 
every mind satisfied. 

The sermon was as extemporaneous as the pra;j^er, if anything 
can come extempore from a mind so drilled and fortified in opinion. 
It contained much the same matter, delivered a little less in the 
form of an apostrophe. The stricken congregation, while they 
were encouraged with the belief that they were vessels set ap^ 
for some great and glorious end of Providence, were plainlv told 
that they merited far heavier affliction than this whion hoa now 
befallen, and they were reminded that it was their dutv to desire 
even condemnation, that he who framed the heavens ana the earth 
Toi^ht be glorified ! Then they heard comfortable conclusions 
which might reasonably teach them to expect that, though in the 
abstract such were the obligations of the real Christian, there was 
good reason to think that all who listened to doctrines so pure 
would be remembered with an especial favour. 

So useful a servant of the temple as Meek Wolfe did not forget 
the practical application of his subject. It is true that no visible 
emblem of the cross was shown to excite his hearers, nor were they 
stimulated to loosen bloodhounds on the trail of their enemies ; 
but the former was kept sufficiently before the mind's eye by con- 
stant allusions to its merits, and the Indians were pointed at as 
the instruments by which the great father of evil hoped to prevent 
•* the wilderness from blossoming like the rose," and " yiel£ng the 
sweet savours of godliness." Philip and Conanchet were openly 
denounced by name ; some dark insmuations being made that the 

Sirson of the former was no more than the favourite tenement of 
olodi, while the hearer was left to devise a suitable spirit for the 
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gjovemmentof tte physical powers of tlie other from among any of 
file more evil agencies that were named in the Bihle. Any doubts 
of the lawfulness of the contest that might assail tender consciences 
were brushed away by a bold and decided hand. There was no 
attempt at justification, however, for all difficulties of this nature 
were resolved by the imperative obligations of duty. A few in- 
genious allusions to the manner in which the Israelites dispossessed 
the occupants of Judea were of great service in this particular part 
of the subject, since it was not difficult to convince men who so 
strongly felt the impulses of reliffious excitement, that they were 
stimulated rightfuUy. Fortified by this advantage, Mr. Wolfe 
manifested no desire to avoid the main question. He affirmed 
that if the empire of the true faith could be established by no other 
means, a circumstance which he assumed it was sufficientiy appa- 
rent to all understandings could not be done, he pronounced it the 
duty of yoim^ and old, the weak and the strong, to unite in 
assisting to visit the former possessors of the country with, what 
he termed, the wrath of an offended Deity. He spoke of the fear- 
ful slaughter of the preceding winter, in which neither years nor 
sex had been spared, as a triumph of the righteous cause, and as 
an encouraeement to persevere. Then, by a transition that was 
not extraordinary in an age so remarkable for religious subtieties, 
Meek returned to the more mild and obvious truths which pervade 
the doctrines of Him whose church he professed to uphold. His 
hearers were admonished to observe lives of humility and charity, 
and were piously dismissed with his benediction to their several 
homes. 

The congregation quitted the building with the feelings of men 
who thought themselves favoured by peculiar and extraordinary 
intelligences with the author of all truth, while the army of 
Mahomet itself was scarcely less infiuenced by fanaticism than 
these blinded zealots. There was something so grateful to human 
frailtjr, in reconciling their resentments and their temporal interests 
to their religious duties, that it should excite littie wonder, when 
we add that most of them were fully prepared to become ministers 
of vengeance, in the hands of any Dold leader. While the in- 
habitants of the settlement were thus struggling between passions 
so contradictory, the shades of evenina: gradually fell upon their 
village, and then came darkness, with the rapid strides with whict 
it follows the setting of the sun in a low latitude. 

Some time before the shadows of the trees were getting the gro- 
tesque and esagfferated forms which precede the last tvljs of the 
luminary, and wnile the people were still listening to their pastor, 
a solitary individual was placed on a giddy eyrie, whence he mi^ht 
note the movements of those who dwelt in the namlet, without being 
the subject of observation himself. A short spur of tiie mountain 
projected into the valley, on the side nearest to the dwelling of the 
Heathcotes. A littie tumbling brook, which the melting of the 
snows, and the occasionally heavy rains of the climate periodically 
increased into a torrent, had worn a deep ravine in its rocky bosom. 
Time and the constant action of water, aided by the driving storms 
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of winter and aiitamn, liad oonyerted many of the different faooB t£ 
1Mb ravine into wild-loo^Eing pictures of the reddenoes of men. 
There was, however, one spot in partienlar, around which a closer 
inspection than that which 1^ distance of the houses in the settle- 
ment offered, migrht have detected fiar more plausible signs of the 
agency of human hands, ihsLH any that were anorded by the fancied 
resemblances of fantastic angles and accidental formations. 

Precisely at that point where a sweep of the mountain permitted 
&e best yiew of the yaUey, did the rooks assume the wildest, the 
most confused, and consequently the most favourable appearanoe 
lor the construction of any residence which it was desirable should 
escape tiie curious eyes of the settkrs, at the same time that it pos> 
sessed the advantage of overlooking their proceedings. A hermit 
would have chosen the place as a spot suited to distant and calm 
observation of the worlo, while it was every way adi^yted to solitary 
reflection and ascetic devotion. All who have journeyed througa 
the narrow and wat«r-wom vineyards and meadows which are 
washed by the £hone, ere that river pours its tribute into the Lake 
of Leman, have seen some much, site, occupied by one who has de- 
yoted his life to seclusion and the altar, overhanginif the village of 
Bt. Maurice, in the canton of le Yalais. But there is an air of ob- 
trusiveness in the Swiss hermitage that did not belong to the place 
of which we write, since the one is perdied iipcm its high and narrow 
led^e, as if to show the world in wnst dangerous and circumscribed 
limits God may be worshipped, while the other sought exemptioa 
from absolute solitude, while it courted secresy with the most 
jealous caution. A small hut had been erected against the side of 
tilie rock, in a manner that presented an oUique angle. Care had 
been taken to surround it with sudi natural objects as left little 
reason to apprehend that its real character could be known by anj- 
who did not absolutely mount to the difficult shelf on whi^ it 
stood. Light entered into this primitive and humble abode by a. 
window that looked into the ravine, and a low door opened on the 
eide next the valley. The construction was partly of stone and 
partly of logs, with a roof of bark, and a chimney of mud and 
sticks. 

One, who by his severe and gloomy brow was a fit possessor of so 
fiecluded a tenement, was at the hour named seated on a stone at 
the most salient angle of the mountain, and at the place where die 
eye commanded tiiie widest and least obstructed view of the abodes 
of man, in the distance. Stones had been roUed together in a 
manner to form a little breast- work in his front, so that had there 
been any wandering gaze sweeping over the face of the mountain^ 
it was far from probable that it would have detected the presence 
of a man whose whole form, with the exception of the superior 
parts, was so effectually concealed. 

It would have been difficult to say whether this secluded beinflp 
had thus placed himself, in order to mdulge in some habitual ana 
fancied communication widi the little world of the valley, or 
whether he sat at his post in watchfulness. There was an appear- 
ance of each of th&ae oocupatians in his air ; ioraX times his eye was 
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Bielanclioly and softened, as if ids sfnrit fonnd pieaBvrre in the 
{Qualities natoral to the raedes, and at otiiers, the brows oontraeted 
with sternness, f^ile the lips beoame more than usually eom- 
I»?ess6d, like those of a man who ikiew bimseK on bis own innate 
lesolntion for support 

The solitude oi liie place, tbe air of nniYersal quiet which reigned 
above, the boundless, lea^ carpet, oyer whidi the eye looked trom 
l^t elevated point, and me breathing stillness of the bosom of the 
woods, united to i:ive grandeur to the scene. The figure of the 
tenant of the ravine was as immovable as any other object of the 
view. It seemed, in all but colour and expression, of stone. An 
elbow was leaning on the little screen in front, and the head was 
supported by a hand. At the distance of an airow's flight, the eine 
mi^nt readiljr have supposed it no more than anomer of the 
accidental imitations which had been worn in the rock bv the 
changes of centuries. An hour passed, and soar oe a Ihnb had been 
changed, or a muscle relieved. Either contemplation, or the 
patient awaiting of some looked-for event appeared to suspend the 
ordinary functions of life. At length an interruption occurred to 
this extraordinary inaction. A rustidng, not louder than that 
which would have been made by the leap of a squiird, was first 
hteard in the bushes above; it was succeeded by a crackling of 
branches, and then a fragment of a rock came bounding down the 
precipice, until it i^ot over the head of the still motionless hermit, 
and tell, with a noise that drew a succession of echoes from the 
eavems of the place, into the ravine beneath. 

Notwithstanding the suddenness of this interruption, and the 
extraordinary fracas with which it was accompanied, he, who 
might be supposed to be most afiected by it, manitested none of the 
usual symptoms of fear or surprise. Me listened intently, until 
the last sound had died away, but it was with expectation rather 
than with alarm. Arising slowly, he looked warily about him, and 
then walking with a quick step along the ledge, which led to hia 
hut, he disappeared through it& door. In another minute, however, 
he was a£rdn.seen at his former post; a short carabine, such as was 
then used by mounted warriors, lying across his knee. If doubt 
or perplexity beset the mind of this individual, at so palpable a 
sign that the solitude he courted was in danger of being interrupted, 
it was not of a nature sufficiently strong to disturb the equanimity 
<yf Ms aspect. A second time the brancnes rustled and the sounds 
proceeded from a lower part of the precipice, as if the foot that 
caused the disturbance was in the act of descending. Though no 
one was visible, the nature of the noise could no longer be mistaken. 
It was evidently the tread of a human foot, for no beast of a weight 
sufficient to produce so great an impression would have chosen to 
rove across a spot where the support of hands was nearly as 
necessary as that of the other limbs. 

" Come forward !*' said he, who in all but the .accessories of dress 
and hostile preparation might so well be termed a hermit — ** I ant 
already here." 

The words were not given to the air, for one suddenly creased 
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on the ledge at the side next the settlement, and within twenty 
feet of the speaker. When glance met glance, the surprise which 
€Yiden1Iy took possession of the intmder and of him who appeared 
to claim a better right to be where they met, seemed mntaal. The 
carabine of the latter, and a mnsket carried by the former, fell into 
the dangerous line of aim at the same instant, and in a moment 
they were thrown upwards again, as if a coxmnon impulse con- 
trolled them. The resident sijrned to the other to draw nigrher, and 
then everjr appearance of hostility disappeared in that sort of fami- 
liarity wmch confidence begets. 

" How is it" said the former to his gaest» when both, were calmly 
seated behind the little screen of stones, " that thou hast fallen 
upon this secret place ^ The foot of stranger hath not often, trod 
these rooks, and no man before thee hath ever descended the pre- 
cipice." 

" A moccasin is sure," returned the other with Indian brevity. 
" Mv father hath a good eye. He can see very far from the door of 
his lodge." 

" Thou knowest that the men of my colour speak often to their 
Good Spirit, and liiey do not love to ask his favour in the highways. 
This place is sacred to his holy name." 

The intruder was the young Sachem of the Narragansetts, and 
lie who, notwithstanding this plausible apology, so palpably sought 
secrecy rather than solitude, was the man that has often been in- 
troduced into these pages under the shade of mystery. The instant 
recognition and the mutual confidence require no further explana- 
tion, since enough has already been developed in the course of the 
narrative to show that they were no strangers to each other. Still 
the meeting had not taken place without uneasiness on the one 
part, and great, though admirably veiled surprise, on the other. 
As became his hiffh station and lofty character, the bearing of 
Oonanchet betrayed none of the littleness of a vulgar curiosity. He 
met his ancient acquaintance with the calm dignity of his rank, 
and it would have been difficult for the most inquiring eye to have 
detected a wandering glance, a single prying look, or any other 
sign that he deemed the place at all extraordinary for such an 
interview. He listened to the little explanation of the other with 
grave courtesy, and suffered a short time to elapse before he made 
.any reply. 

' The Manitou of the pale men," he then said, ** should be pleased 
with my father. His words are often in the ears of his Great 
Bpirit ! The trees and the rocks know them." 

" Like all of a sinful and fallen race," returned the stranger, 
with the severe air of the age, ** I have much need of my askii^. 
But why dost thou think that my voice is so often heard in tHis 
43ecret place ?" 

The finger of Conanchet pointed to the worn rock at his feet, and 
Jiis eye fflanced furtively at the beaten path which led between the 
spot ana the door of the lodge. 

** A Yengeese hath a hard heel, but it is softer than stone. The 
Jioof of the deer would pass many times to leave such a trail" 
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"THou art quick of eye, Narraganaett, and yet thy judgment 
may be deceived. My tong:ae is not the only one that speaketh to 
the God of my people." 

The Sachem bent his head slightly, in aoc^uiesoenoe, as if un- 
willing to press the subject. But his companion was not so easily 
satisfied,' for he felt the consciousness of a fruitless attempt at 
deception goading him to some plausible means of quieting the sus- 
picions of the In£an. 

" That I am now alone mav be matter of pleasure, or of accident," 
he added ; "thou knowest that this hath been a busy and a bloody 
day among the pale men, and there are dead and dying in their 
loa.ge8. One who hath no wigwam of his own, may haye found 
time to worship by himself." 

•* The mind is very cunning," returned Conanchet , " it can hear 
when the ear is deaf; it can see when the eye is shut. My father 
hath spoken to the Good Spirit with the rest of his tribe." 

As the chief concluded, he pointed significantly towards the 
distant church, out of which the excited congregation, we have 
described, was at that moment pouring into me green and little 
trodden street of the hamlet. The other appeared to understand 
his meaning, and, at the same instant, to feel the folly, as well as 
the uselessness, of attempting any longer to mislead one that 
already knew so much of his former mode of life. 

"Indian, thou sayest true," he rejoined gloomily ; "the mind 
seeth far, and it seetn often in the bitterness of sorrow. Mv spirit 
was communing with the spirits of those thou seest, when thy step 
was first heard ; besides thme own, the feet of man never mounted 
to this place, except it be of those who minister to my bodily wants* 
Thou sayest true; the mental sight is keen; and far beyond those 
distant nills, on which the last rays of the setting sun are now 
shining so gloriously, doth mine often bear me in spirit. Thou 
wast' once my fellow lodger, youth, and much pleasure had I in 
strivin&r to open thy young mind to the truths of our race, and' to 
teach tnee to speak with the tongue of a Christian; but years have 

Sassed away— hark ! There cometh one up the path. Hast thou 
read of a Yen^eese?" 

The calm mien, with which Conanchet had been listening, 
changed to a oold smile. His hand had felt for the lock of the 
musket, some time before his companion had betrayed any con- 
sciousness of the approaching footstep ; but until questioned, no 
change of countenance was visible. 

"Is my father afraid for his friend ?" he asked, pointing in tho 
direction of him who approached. " Is it an armed warrior?" 

"No; he cometh with the means of sustaining a burthen that 
must be borne, until it pleases Him, who knoweth what is good for 
all his creatures, to ease me of it. It may be the parent of her thou 
hast this day restored to her friends, or it may be the brother; for* 
at times, I owe this kindness to difiierent members of that worthy 
family." 

A look of intelligence shot across the swarthy features of the 
chief. His decision appeared taken. Arising, he left his weapon 

a 
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flitiie fset of liis eomptiiion, and moved iwifUy aloiigr the ledge, as 
if to meet the intruder. In another instuit he returned, beanBg* a 
little handle closely enyeloped in helts of lichly headed wampum. 
Fladuig tbB latter gentlr hy the aide of the old man, for time had 



ehan^ the ooloor of the aolitaij's hair to grey, he said in a low, 

»atwhath< ' 



qniek, voioe, pointing with mgniiioawee at what he had done, — 

'* The messenger will not go hack with an empty hand. My 
ffttheriswise; he will say what is good." 

There was litde time mr further explanation. The door of the 
hnt had scarcely dosed on Conanchet, before yomfig If ark Heath- 
eote appeared at the point where the path h^ aionnd tlie angle 
of the pre<npiee. 

** Thou knowest what has passed and wilt suffer me to depart 
with brief disoonrse," said the yonng man, placdng' food at the feet 
of him he came to seek; "ha! what nast here ^—£d8t gain this in 
the firay of the morning }" 

" It u booty that I freely bestow; take it to the house of thy 
fsther. It is left with that object. Now tell me of the manner in 
which death hath dealt with onr people, for thou knowest that 
necessity drove me from among them, so soon as liberty was 
granted." 

Mark showed no disposition to gratify the other's wish. He 
ffazed on the bundle of Gonanchet, as if his eye had never before 
looked on a similar olneet, and keenly contending passions were 
playing about a brow that was seldom as tranqml as suited the 
aelf-dea^ying habits of the times and oountry. 

"It shall be done, Narragansett !" he said, ^waking between 
his clenched teeth; "it shall be done !" then taming on hia heel 
he stalked along the giddy path, with a rapidity of stzide that kept 
the other in feamil suspense for his safety, until his active fozm 
had disappeared. 

The recluse arose, and songlit the occupant of his humble abode. 

" Gome forth," he said, opening the narrow door for the passage 
of l^e chief. "The youth hath departed with thy burthen, and 
thou art now alone with an ancient associate." 

Conanohet reappeared at the summons, but it was with, an eye 
less glowing and a brow less stem than when he entered the little 
eabin. As he moved slowly to the stone he had before oocuxded, 
his step was arrested for a moment, and a look of melancholy regret 
fleemed to be oast at the spot where he had laid the bundle. Gm- 
quering his feeUnffs. however, in the habitual self-command of his 
people, he resumea his seat, with the air of one that was grave by 
nature, while he appeared to exert no effort in order to preserve 
the admirable eouanimity of his features. A long and thouglitfal 
silence succeeded, and then the solitary spoke. 

" We have made a friend of the Narragansett Chief," he said, i 
" and this league with Philip is broken ?" 

" Yengeese,^' returned the other, "I am foil of the blood of 
Sachems." j 

* Why should the Indian and the white do each other this j 
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Tiol6nce? The earth, is hxfj^ and there is place for men of all 
Dolours and of aJl nations on its sorfeu^e." 

"My father hath found but little/' said the other, bestowing: 
such a cautious glance at tilie narrow limits of his host, as at once 
betrayed the Baroastio purport of his words, while it equally 
bespoke the courtesy of ms mincL 

*' ^ Ijfht-minded and vain prince is seated on the throne of a 
once godly nation, chief, and darkness has again come oyer a land 
which, of late, shone with a clear and shining light ! The just are 
made to flee from the habitations of their intancy, and tiie temples 
of the elect are abandoned to the abominations of idolatry. Oh 
England ! England ! when will thy cup of bitterness be full— when 
e^&d this judgment pass from thee— my spirit groaneth oyer thy 
Coll— yea, my inmost fOul is a add e ned with the spectacle of thy 
misery!" 

Conanchet was too delicate to leffaid the glazed eye and flushed 
forehead of the speaker,^ but he listened m amazement and in 
iniorance. Such expressions had often met his ear before, and 
&ough his tender years had probably nreyented their producing 
much eflect, now that he again heard mem in his manhood, ^ey 
conyeyed no intelligible meaning to his mind. Suddenly laying a . 
flnger on the knee of his companiour he said, — 

" The arm of m^ father was raised on the side of the Yengeese 
to-day; yet they giye him no seat at their council Are !" 

" Tne simple man, who ruleth in the island whence my people 
came, hath an arm that is long as his mind is Tain. Though ae- 
barred from the councils of this yalley, chief, time hath been 
when my yoice was heard in councils tiaat struck heayily at the 
powers of his race. These eyes haye seen justice done on him, who 
gaye existence to the double-tongued instrument of Belial that 
now goyemeth a rich and glorious realm I" 

** My ^t^er hath taken the scalp of a great chief!" 

''It helped to take his head! retained the solitary, a ray of 
bitter exmtatiQn gleaming through the liabitua austmty of his 
brow. 

** Gome. The eagle flies aboye the clouds, t]iat he may moye his 
wings freely. The jmnlher leaps longest on the widest plain ; the 
biggost fish swim in the deepwater. M^ father cannot stretch 
himself between these roeks. He is too big to lie down in a litUe 
wigwam. The woods are wide; let him c£uEinge the colour of his 
fikm and be a grey head at the coundl-fire of my nation. Tho 
warriors will liiSten to what ho Bays, for his hand hath done a 
strong deed!" 

** It may not be— it maj; not be, Narragansett. That which hath 
been generated in the spirit must abide, and it would be ' easier for 
the blackamoor to become white, or for the leopard to change his 
spots,' than for one who hath felt the power of the Lord to cast 
aside his gifts. But I meet thy proflers of amity in a dliaritable 
and &rgiying spirit. My mind is eyer with my people; yet is 
there f>laoe for o&er friendships. Break then this league widi the 
evil-minded and turbulent Philip, and let the hatchet be for eyer 
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buried in the path hetween thy village and the towns of the 
Yengeese.** 

" Where is my village ! There is a dark place near the islands, 
on the shores of the Great Lake, but I see no lodges." 

** We will rebuild thy towns, and x>eople them anew. Let there 
be peace between us." 

"My mind is ever with my people ;" returned the Indian, re- 
peating the other's words, with an emphasis that could not be 
mistaken. 

A long and melancholy pause succeeded; and when the conver- 
sation was renewed, it had reference to those events which had 
taken place in the fortunes of each, since the time when they were 
both tenants of the block-house that stood amid the ancient habita- 
tions of the Heathootes. Each appeared too well to comprehend 
the character of the other, to attempt any further efforts towards 
producing a change of purpose, and darkness had gathered about 
%id place before they arose to enter the hut of the solitary. 



CHAPTEE XXVn. 

** Sleep, thoD hast been a grandeire, and b^got 
Afiithertome: and thou bast created 
A mother and two brothers.** 

Cymbdine. 

The short twilight was already passed when old Mark Heathcote 
ended the evening prayer. The mixed character of the remarkable 
events of that day had given birth to a feeling which could find no 
other relief than that which flowed from the usual zealous, con- 
fldin^, and exalted outpouring of the spirit. On the present 
occasion he had even resorted to an extraordinary and, what one 
less devout might be tempted to think, a supererogatory offering of 
thanksgiving and praise. After dismissing the dependents of the 
establishment, supported by the arm of his son he liad withdrawn 
into an inner apartment, and there, surrounded only by those who 
had the nearest claims on his affections, the old man again raised 
his voice to laud the Being who, in the midst of so much general 
grief, had deigned to look upon his particular race with the eyes 
of remembrance and of favour. He spoke of his recovered grand- 
child by name: and he dealt with the whole subject of her cap- 
tivity among the heathen, and her restoration to the foot of tnc 
altar, with the fervour of one who saw the wise decrees of Provi- 
dence in the event, and with a tenderness of sentiment that a^ 
was far from having extinguished. It was at the dose of this 
private and peculiar worship that we return into the presence of 
the family.^ 

The spirit of reform had driven those who so violently felt its 
influence into many usages that, to say the least, were quite as 
ungracious to the imagination as the customs they termed idolatrous 



,y Google 



XEOB "WVXT OT WISH*TOir»'WISH. 229 

were obnoxious to the attacks of their own nnaccomodatin^ theories. 
The first Protestants had exx>elled so much from the service of the 
altar that little was left for the Puritan to destroy without incurring 
the risk of leaving it naked of its loveliness. By a strange substi- 
tution of subtlety for humility, it was thought pharisaical to bend 
the knee in public, lest the great essential oi spiritual worship 
xni^ht be supplanted bv the more attainable merit of formula; ana 
while rigid aspects and. prescribed deportments of a new character 
were observed with all the zea} of converts, ancient and even natural 
practices were condemned chiefly, we believe, from that necessitv 
of innovation which appears to be an unavoidable attendant of au 
plans of improvement, whether they are successful or the reverse. 
iBut though the Puritans refused to bow their stubborn limbs whea 
the eye of man was on tliem, even while asking boons suited to 
their own sublimated opinions, it was permitted to assume in private 
an attitude which was thought to admit of so gross an abuse, 
inasmuch as it infers a claim to a religious vitality, while in truth 
the soul might only be slumbering in the security of mere mortal 
pretension. 

On the present occasion they who worshipped in secret had bent 
their bodies to the humblest posture of devotion. When Ruth 
Heathcote arose from her knees it was with a hand clasped in that 
of the child whom her recent devotion was well suited to make her 
think had been rescued from a condition far more gloomy than that 
of the grave. She had used a gentle violence to force the wondering 
being \it her side to join, so far as externals could go, in the prayer | 
and now it was ended, she sought the countenance of her daughter, 
in order to read the impression the scene had produced, with all 
the solicitude of a Christian heightened by the tenderest maternal 
love. 

Narra-mattah, as we shall continue to call her, in air, expression* 
and attitude, resembled one who had a fancied existence in the 
delusion of some exciting dream. Her ear remembered sounds ' 
which had so often been repeated in her infancy, and her memory 
recalled indistinct recollections of most of the objects and usages 
that were so suddenly replaced before her eyes ; but the former 
now conveyed their meaning to a mind that hadffained its streng^ 
under a very different system of theology, and the latter came too 
late to supplant usages that were rooted in her affections by the 
aid of all those wild and seductive habits that are known to become 
nearly unconquerable in those who have long been subject to theiz 
influence. She stood, therefore, in the centre of the grave, self- 
restrained group of her nearest kin like an alien to their bloodt 
resembling some timid and but half-tamed tenant of tiie air that 
human art had endeavoured to domesticate by placing it in the 
society of the more tranquil and conflding inhabitants of the 
aviary. 

Notwithstanding the strength of her affections, and her devotioa 
to aU the natural duties of ner station, Ruth Heathcote was not 
now to learn the manner in which she was to subdue any violence 
in. their exhibition. The first indulgence of joy and gratitude wa$ 
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over, and in its place appeared the never-tiring:, vig^ilant* engro8anifir» 
but regulated watchralness whicli the events would naturally 
create. The doubts, misgivinirs, and even fearful apnrehenaioiis 
that beset her were smothered in an appearance of satismction ; and 
something like gleamings of happiness were again seen playing 
about a brow that had so long been olouded with an unobtrusiye 
but corroding care. 

" And thou recallest thine infancy, my Ruth?" asked the moHier, 
when the respectful period of silence which ever succeeded prayer 
in tiiat family was passed; *' thy thoughts have not been altoipemer 
strangers to us, but nature hath had its place in thy heart. Tdil 
us, child, of thy wanderings in the forest, and of the suffeiiiiffs 
that one so tender must have undergone among a barbarous peonte. 
There is pleasure in listening to all thou has seen and felt now tbat 
we know there is an end to unhappiness." 

^e spoke to an ear that was deaf to language like this. Narra* 
mattah evidently understood her words, while their meaning waa 
wrapx>ed in an obscurity that she neither wished to,.nor was capable 
of comprehending. Seeping a gaze, in which pleasure and wonder 
were powerfully blended, on that soft look of affection which 
beamed fronilier mother's eye, she felt hurriedly among the fbld3 
of her dress, and drawing a belt that was gaily ornamented after 
tiie most ingenious fashion of her adopted people, she approached 
her half-pleased half-distressed parent, and with hands that 
trembled equally with timidity and pleasure, she arranged it around* 
her person in a manner to show its richness to the best advantage* 
Pleased with her performance, the artless being eagerly sou^t 
approbation in eyes that bespoke littte else than regret Aliurmed 
at an expression she could not translate, the gazeof Nazra-mattali 
wandered, as if it sou^t support against some sensation to whi<^ 
she was a stranger. WhittaL Ring bad stolon into the xoom^ and 
missing the customary features of her own cherished homeu the 
looks of the startled creature rested on the countenance of the 
witless wanderer. She pointed eagerly at the work of her hand8» 
appealing by an eloquent and artless gesture to the taste of one 
who should know whether she had done wdlL 

" Bravely !" returned Whittal, approaching nearer to the sub- 
ject of his admiration^ " 'tis a brave belt, and none but the wife 
of a Sachem could make so rare a gift l" 

The girl folded her arms meekly on her bosom, and agala 
appeared satisfied with herself and with the world. 

J* Here is the hand of him visible who dealeth in all wickedness," 
said the Puritan. " To corrupt the heart with vanities and to mis-» 
lead the affections, by luring them to the things of life, is the guile 
in which he delighteth. A fallen nature lendeth but too ready aid» 
We must deal with the child in fervour and watchfulness, or 
better that her bones were Ijm^ by the side of those little ones of 
thy flock who are already iimentors of the promise." 

Respect kept Ruth silent, but while she sorrowed over the igno- 
rance of her child, natural affection was strong at her heart. With 
iAiB tact of a woman and the tenderness of a mother, she both saw 
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and felt that severity was not the means to effect the impioyement 
they desired. Taking a seat herself, she drew her child to her 
person, and first implonng silence by a glance at those around her, 
she proceeded in a manner that was dictated by the mysterious in- 
fluence of nature to fathom the depth of her daughter's mind« 

**Gome nearer, Narra-mattah ; ' she said, using the name to 
which the other would alone answer. " Thou art still in thy youth, 
my child, but it hath pleased Him whose wiU is law, to have made 
thee the witness of many changes in this varying life. Tell me if 
thou recallest the days of thy infancy, and if thy thoughts ever 
letumed to thy father's house during those weary years wou wast 
kept from our view ?" 

fiuth used gentle force to draw her daughter nearer while speak* 
ixifr* and the latter sunk into that posture from which she haa just 
ansen, kneeling as she had often done in infancv at her mother's 
nde. The attitude was too full of tender recollections not to be 
gtateful, and the half alarmed being of the forest was suffered to 
retain it during most of the dialogue that followed. But while she 
iks thus obedient in person, by the vacancy or rather wonder of 
an eye that was so eloquent to express all the emotions and know- 
Ifdge of which she was the misbress, Narra-mattah plainly mani* 
fisted that little more than the endearment of her mother s words 
md manner was intelligible. £uth saw the meaning of her hesita- 
tion, and smothering tiie pang it caused, she endeavoured to adapt 
Tier language to the nabits of one so artless. 

" Even the grey heads of thy people were once young," she 
resumed ; " ana they remember the lodffes of their fathers. Does 
my daughter ever think of the time wnen she played among the 
duldren of tlie pale-faoes r 

The attentive being at the knee of Ruth listened greedily. Her 
knowledge of the language of her childhood had been sumeiently 
implanted before her captivity, and it had been too often exercised 
b]f intercourse with the whites, and more particularly witli WMttal 
Rmg, to leave her in anv doubt of the meaning of what she now 
heard. Stealing ia timid look over a shoulder, she sought the coun- 
tenance of Martha, and studying her lineaments for near a minutei 
with intense regard, she laughed aloud in the contagious merriment 
of an Indian girl. 

** Thou hast not forgotten us ! That glance at her who was the 
oompanion of th^ infiino^ assures me, and we shall soon again 
possess our Buth in affection, as we now possess her in the body. I 
will not speak to thee of that fearful night, when the violence of 
the savage robbed us of thy presence, nor of the bitter sorrow 
which beset us at thy loss ; but there is One who must still be 
known to thee, m:$r child ; He who sitteth above the clouds, who 
holdeth the earth in the hollow of his hand, and who looketh in 
mercy on all that journey on the path to which his own finger 
pointeth. Hath He yet a place in thy thoughts } Thou rememberest 
his holy name, and still thinkest of his power i*' 

The listener bent her head aside, as if to catch the full meaning 
if what she heard, the shadowB of deep leverenoe passing over 
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a face that had so lately been smiling. After a pause she audibly 
murmured the word — 

" Manitou." 

" Manitou, or Jehovah ; God, or Kingr of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords ! it mattereth little which term is used to express his power. 
(Thou knowest him then, and hast never ceased to call upon his 
.name ?" 

" Narra-mattah is a woman. She is afraid to speak to the 
Manitou aloud. He knows the voices of the chiefs, and opens his 
ears when they ask help." 

The Puritan groaned, but Ruth succeeded in quelling her own 
anguish, lest she should disturb the reviving confidence of her 
daughter. 

"This may be the Manitou of an Indian," she said : **but it is 
not the Chnstian's God. Thou art of a race which worships 
differently, and it is proper that thou shouldst call on the name if 
the Deity of thy fathers. Even the Narragansett teacheth this trutl I 
Thy skin is white, and thy ears ^ould hearken to the traditions »f 
the men of thy blood." 

The head of the daughter drooped at this allusion to her colouv 
as if she would fain conceal the mortifying truth from every ey<. 
but she had not time for answer ere Whittal Bing drew near, anl 
pointinor to the burning colour of her cheeks, that were deepenel 
as much with shame as with the heats of an American sun, hi 
said — 

"The wife of the Sachem hath begun to change. She will soon 
be like Nipset, all red. See," he added, laying a finger on a part of 
his own arm where the sun and the winds had not yet destroyed 
the original colour ; " the evil spirit poured water into his blood too, 
but it will come out a^ain. As soon as he is so dark that the evil 
spirit will not know him he will go on the war path ; and then the 
lying uale-faces may dig up the bones of their fathers, and move 
towards the sunrise, or his lodge will be lined with hair of the 
colour of a deer !" 

" And thou, my daughter, canst thou hear this threat against 
the people of thy nation— of thy blood— of thy Godp-without a 
shudder ?" 

The -eye of Narra-mattah seemed in doubt; still it regarded 
Whittal with its accustomed look of kindness. The innocent, 
fall of his imaginary glory, raised his hand in exultation, and by 
£:esture8 that could not easily be misonderstood, he indicated the 
manner in which he intended to rob his victims of the usual trophy. 
While the youth was enacting the disgusting but expressive pan- 
tomime, £uth watched the countenance of ner child, in nearly 
breathless agony. She would have been relieved by a single glance 
of disapprobation, bj a solitary movement of a rebellious muscle^ 
or by the smallest sign that the tender nature of one so lovely^ 
and otherwise so gentle, revolted at so unequivocal evidence of 
the barbarous practices of her adopted people. But no Empress of 
Bome could have witnessed the dyiag agonies of the hapless gla- 
diator, no consort of a more modem prince could read the bloody 
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list of the victims of her husband's triumpli, nor any betrothed 
fair listen to the mnrderons deeds of him her ima^natiou had 
painted as a hero, with less indifference to human sunering, than 
that with which the wife of the Sachem of the Narra^ansett^ 
looked on the mimic representation of those exploits, wmch had 
purchased for her husband a renown so hifhly prized. It was but 
too apparent that the representation, rude and savage as it was, 
conveyed to her mind nothing but pictures in which the chosen, 
companion of a warrior should rejoice. The varying features and 
answering eye too plainly proclaimed the sympathy of one taught 
to exult in the success of the combatant, and when Whittal, 
excited by his own exertions, broke out into an exhibition of n 
violence more ruthless even than common, he was openly re<» 
warded by another laugh. The soft, exquisitely feminine tones 
of this involuntary burst of pleasure, sounded in the ears of Eutii 
like a knell over the moral beauty of her child. Still subduinff 
her feelings, she passed a hand thoughtfully oyer her own palQa 
brow, and appeared to muse long on the desolatioii of a mind l^iat 
had once promised to be so pure. 

' The colonists had not yet severed all those natural ties which 
bound them to the eastern hemisphere. Their IcjB^ds, their pride, 
and in many instances, their memories, aided in keeping alive a 
feeling of amity, and it might be added, of faith, in &vour of 
the hmd of their ancestors. With some of their descendants, 
even to the present hour, the beau ideal of excellence, in all that 
pertains to human qualities and human happiness, is connected 
with the images of the country from whence they sprung. Dis- 
tance is known to cast a softening mist, equally over the moral 
and physical vision. The blue outline of mountain which melts 
into its glowing back-ground of sky, is not more pleasing than, 
the pictures which fancy sometimes draws of less material 
things, but as he draws near, the disappointed traveller too often 
find^ nakedness and deformity, where he so fondly imagined beauty 
only was to be seen. No wonder then that the dwellers of the 
simple provinces of New England blended recollections of the 
country they still called home, with most of their poetical pictureei 
of life. They retained the lan^age, the books, and most of the 
habits of the English. But different circumstances, divided in-> 
terests, and peculiar opinions were gradually beginning to open 
those breaches, which time has since widened, and which promises 
soon to leave littie in common between the two people, except the 
same forms of speech and a common origin : it is to be hoped that 
some charity may be blended with these ties. 

The singular restrained habits of the religionists, throughout the 
whole of the British provinces, were in marked opposition to the 
mere embellishments of life. The arts were permitted only as 
they served its most useful and obvious purposes. With them, 
music was confined to the worship of Gh)d, and, for a long time 
after the original settiement, the song was never known to lead 
the mind astray from what was conceived to be the one great 
object of existonoe. No verse wus sung but such as blended iiol; 
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ideas with the pleasiues of harmouy, nor were <lie sounds of revelry 
erer heard within their borders. Still words adapted t o their par- 
tionlar condition had come into use, and though poetry .was neither 
a common nor a brilliant property of the mind among a people 
thus disciplined in asoetio practices, it early exhibited its power im 
quaint versification, that was always intended, though with a suc- 
cess it is ahnost paraonable to doubt, to redound to the glory of 
the Dei^. It was but a natural enlargement of this pious prao- 
tioe to adapt some of these spiritual songs to the purposes of the 
nursery. 

When Euth Heathcote passed her hand thoughtfully across her 
brow, it was with a painful conviction that her dominion over the 
mind of her child was sadly weakened, if not lost for ever. But 
tiie e&nttB of maternal love are not easily repulsed. An idea 
flashed upon her brain, and she proceeded to try the efficacy of the 
experiment it suggested. Nature had endowed her with a melo- 
dious voice, and an ear that taught her to regulate sounds in a 
OAnner that seldom feiled to touch the heart. She possessed 'Uko 
genius of music, which is melody, unweakened by those exagge* 
rated affectations with which it is often encumbered by what is 
pretendingly called science. Drawing her daughter nearer to her 
knee, she commenced one of the songs then much used hy the 
mothers of the oolong, her voice scarcely rising above the whisper* 
ing of the evening air in its first notes, but gradually gaining, aa 
flhe proceeded, the richness and compass that a strain so simple 
required. 

At the first low breathing notes of this nursery song, Narra- 
mattah became as motionless as if her rounded and unfettered 
form had been wrouj[ht in marble. Pleasure lighted her eyes as 
strain succeeded strain, and ere the second verse was ended, her 
look, her attitude, and every muscle of her ingenuous features were 
eloquent in the expression of delight. Ruth did not hazard the 
experiment without trembling for the result. Emotion imparted 
feeling to Ihe music, and when for the third time in the course of 
her song she addressed her child, she saw the soft blue eyes tibat 
ga^ed wistfully on her face swimming in tears. Encouraged by 
this unequivocal evidence of success, nature grew still more 
poweiful in its efforts, and the closing verse was sung to an ear that 
nestled near her heart, as it had often done during the early years 
of Narra-mattah while listening to its melanoholy melody. 

Content was a quiet but an anxious witness of this touching 
evidence of a reviving intelligence between his wife and child. He 
best understood the look that beamed in the eyes of the former, 
while her arms were with extreme caution folded around her who 
still leaned upon her bosom, as if fearful one so timid might be 
frightened from her security by any sudden or unaccustomed inter-* 
ruption. A minute passed in the deepest silence. Even Whittal 
Ring was lulled into quiet, and long and sorrowful years had 
passed since Ruth enjoyed moments of happiness so pure and 
unalloyed. The stillness was broken by a heavy step in the outer 
room $ a door was thrown open by a hand more violent than oom-» 
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mon, and then young Mark ap^ared* his face flnshed with 
exertion, his hrow seemingly letaumu^ the frown of battle, and 
-with a tread that betrayed a spirit goaded by some £eroe and nn- 
^velcome passion. The bnrthen of Conanchetwas on his arm. He 
laid it upon a table; then pointing in a manner that appeared to. 
challenge attention^ he torxied and left the room as abruptly aa he 
had entered. 

A ory of joy burst from the Hns of Narra-mattah. the instant the 
beaded belts caught her eye. The arms of Ruth relaxed tiieir hold 
in surprise^ and Before amazement had time ta sive place to more 
oonneeted ideas, the wild being at her knee had flown to Uie table, 
returned, resumed her former nosture, opened the folds of the cloth, 
and was holding before the oewilderea gaze of her mother the 
I^atient features of an Indian babe. 

It would exceed the powers of the unambitious pen we wield to 
<M)nyey to the reader a just idea of the mixed emotions that 
struggled for mastery in the countenance of Ruth. The innate and 
neyer^dying sentiment of maternal joy was opposed by all those 
feelings of pride that prejudice could not fail to implant even in 
the bosom of one so meek. There was no need to tell the history of 
the parentage of the little suppliant, who already looked up into 
lier &oe with that peculiar calm whidi renders his race so remark- 
able. Though its glance was weakened by infancy, the dark glit- 
tering eye ot Gonanohet was there ; there were also to be seen the 
receding forehead and the compressed lip of the father ; but all 
these marks of his origin were softened by touches of that beauty 
which had rendered the infancy of her own child so remarkable. 

*' See !" said Narra-mattah, raising the infant stUl nearer to the 
ziyeted gaze of Ruth ; " 'tis a Sachem of the red men ! The little 
eagle hath left his nest too soon." 

Ruth could not resist the appeal of her belored. Bending her head 
low, so as entirely to conceal ner own flushed face, she imprinted a 
Mss on the forehead of the Indian boy. But the jealous eye of the 
young mother was not to be deceived. I^axra-mattah detected the 
diflerence between the cold salute and those fervent embraces she 
had herself received, and disappointment produced a chill about 
her own heart. Replacing the folds of the cloth with quiet di^ity» 
she arose from her knees and withdrew in sadness to a distant 
corner of the room. There she took a seat, and with a fflanoe that 
might almost be termed reproaohf ol. she commenced a low Indian 
song to her infant. 

" The wisdom of Providence is in this, as in all its dispensations ;" 
whispered Content over the shoulder of his nearly insensible 
partner. " Had we received her as she was lost> the favour might 
nave exceeded our deservinffs. Our daughter is grieved that thou 
tumest a cold eye on her babe." 

The appeal was sufficient for one whose affections had been 
wounded rather than chilled. It recalled Ruth to recollection, and 
it served at once to dissipate the shades of regret that had been 
unconsciously i>ermitted to gather around her brow. The displea- 
SQze« or it would be more true to term it sorrow, of the youngp 
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mother was easily appeased. A smile on her infant brought the 
blood back to her heart in a swift and tumultuous current, ajid 
Ruth herself soon forgot that she had any reason for regret in the 
innocent delight with which her own daughter now hastened to 
display the physical excellence of the boy. From this scene of 
natural feeling, Content was too quickly summoned by the intelli- 
gence that some one without awaited ms presence on bosinefis of 
the last importance to the welfare of the settlement. 



CHAFfER XXVm, 

^ It will have blood ; they say, blood 
Will have blood—" 

Macbeth. 

The visitors were Dr. Ergot, the Rev. Meek Wolfe, Ensign Dndlc^t 
and Reuben Ring. Content found tiiese four individuals seated in 
an outer room, in a grave and restrained manner, that would have 
done no discredit to the self-command of an Indian council. He 
was saluted with those staid and composed greetings which are 
still much used in the intercourse of the people of the Eastern States 
of this Republic, and which have obtained for them a reputation^ 
where they are little known, of a want of tiie more active charities 
of our nature. But that was peculiarly the age of sublimated doc- 
trines, of self-mortification, and of severe moral government^ and 
most men believed, t a merit to exhibit, on all occasions, the domi- 
nion of the mind over the mere animal impulses. The usage, whidi 
took its rise in exalted idesA of spirilnial perfection, has since 
grown into a habit, which, though weakened by the influence of the 
age, still exists to a degree that often leads to an erroneous esti- 
mate of character. 

At the entrance of the master of the house, there was some sucli 
decorous silence as that which is known to precede the communio 
cations of the aborigines. At length Ensign Dudley, in whom 
matter, most probably in consequence of its bulk, bore more than 
an usual proportion to his less material part, manifested some evi- 
dences of impatience that the divine should proceed to business. 
Thus admonished, or possibly conceiving that k sufficient conces* 
sion had been made to the dignity of man s nature. Meek opened his 
mouth to speak. 

** Cai>tain Content Heathcote," he commenced, with that mystioal 
involution of his subject which practice had rendered nearly inse- 
parable from all his communications ; " Captain Content Heath- 
cote, this hath been a day of awful visitations, and of gracious 
temporal gifts. The heathen hath been smitten severely by the 
hand of the believer, and the believer hath been made to pay the 
penal^ of his want of faith by the infliction of a savage agency. 
Azazei hath been loosened in our village ; the legions of wickedness 
have been suffered to go at large in our fields, and yet the Lord hath 
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remem'bered Ms people, and hath home them through a trial of 
blood as peiilons as was the passage of his chosen nation through 
the billows of the Red Sea. There is cause of mourning and cause 
of joy in this manifestation of his will ; of sorrow that we have 
merited his anger, and of rejoicing that enough of redeeming grace 
hath been found to save the Gomorrah of our hearts. But I S))eak 
to one trained in spiritual discipline, and schooled in the vicissi- 
tudes of the world, and further discourse is not necessary to 
quicken his apprehension. We will therefore turn to more instant 
and temporal exercises. Have all of thy household escaped un- 
harmed throughout the strivings of this bloody day ?" 

" We praise the Lord that such hath been his pleasure," returned 
Content. "Other than as sorrow hath assailed us through the 
mourning of friends, the blow hath fallen lightly on me and mine." 

" Thou hast had thy season ; the parent ceaseth to chastise while 
former punishments are remembered. But here is Sergeant Ring» 
with matter to communicate that may still leave business for thy 
courage and thy wisdom."^ 

Content turned his quiet look upon the yeomsui, and seemed to 
await his speech. Reuben Ring, who was a man of many solid and 
valuable qualities, would most probably have been exercising the 
military functions of his brother-in-law at that very moment, had 
he been equally gifted with a fluent discourse. But his feats lay 
rather in doing than in speaking, and the tide of popularity had» 
in. conseouence, set less strongly in his favour than micfht have 
happened had the reverse been the case. The present, however, 
was a moment when it was necessary to overcome his natural re- 
luctance to speak, and it was not long before he replied to the 
inquiring glance of his commander's eye. 

"The captain knows the manner in which we scourged the 
savages at the southern end of the valley," the sturdy yeoman 
began, "and it is not necessary to deal with the particulars at 
len^. There were six-and- twenty red-skins slain in the meadows, 
besides as many more that left the ground in the arms of their 
fidends. As for the people, we got a few hurts, but each man came 
back on his own limbs.' 

"This is much as the matter hath been reported." 

"Then there was a party sent to brush the woods on the trail of 
the Indians," resumed Reuben, without appearing to regard the 
interruption ; " the scouts broke off in pairs in the duty, and flntdly 
men got to searching singly, of which number I was one. The two . 
mjen of whom there is question " 

" Of what men dost speak ?** demanded Content. 

" The two men of whom there is question," returned the othei^ 
continuing the direct course of his own manner of relating events, 
without appearing to see the necessity of connecting the threads of 
his communication; "the men of whom I have spoken to the mi- 
nister and the ensign." 

" Proceed," said Content, who understood his man. 

"After one of these men was brought to his end, I saw no reason 
for making the day bloodier than it already was, the more espe- 
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dally as the Lord liad cansed it to b^in with a mercifiil hand* 
which abed its bounties on my own dwellinf . Under snob an 
opinion of rigbt-doing, the other was bonna!^ and led into the 
clearings." 

** Thou hast made a captiye }" 

The lins of Benben scaiee seyered as he muttered a low assent : 
but the Ensign Dudley took upon himself tiie duty of entering into 
further explanations, which the point where Ids kinsman left the 
xiarratiye enabled him to do with sufficient intelligence. 

" As the sergeant hath related," he said, " one of the heathen fell, 
and the other u now without awaiting a judgment in the matter of 
his fortune." 

*' I trust there is no wish to haim him," said Content, glancing an 
eye uneasily around at hia companions. '* Strife hath done enough in 
our settlement tihis day. The sersfeant hath a right to claim the 
scalp- bounty for the man that is auun, but for him that liyeth let 
there be mercy !" 

" Mercy is a quality of heayenly iorigin," replied Meek "Wolfe, 
*' and it uiould not be peryertedto defeat the purposes of heayenly 
wisdom. Azazel must not triumph, though the tribe of the Nar- 
xagansetts should be swept with the besom of destruction. Truly 
we are an erring and a fallible race. Captain Heathcote, and the 
greater^ therefore, the necessity that we submit without rebellion 
to the mward monitors that are implanted, by grace, to teach us 
the road of our duty " 

" I cannot consent to shed blood now that the strife hath ceased," 
bastily interrupted Content. "Praised be Proyidence! we are 
yictors, and it is time to lean to councils of charit]^." 

" Such are the deceptions of a short-sighted wisdom !" returned 
the diyine, his dim, sunken eye shining with the promptings of an 
exaggerated and subtle spirit "The end of all is good, and we 
may not, without mortal danger, presume to doubt the sugg[estions 
of neayenly gifts. But there is not ouestion here concerning the 
execution of the captiye, since he pronereth to be of service in fax 
neater things than Bjij that can depend on his life or death. The 
neathen rendered up Ms liberty with little straggle, and hath pro- 
positions that may lead us to a profitable condusion of this day^s 

" If he can aid in aught that shall shorten the perils and wan- 
tonness of this ruthless war, he shall find none better disposed to 
listen than I." 

" He professeth ability to do that serrioe.*' 

''Then, of Heayen's mercy! let him be brought Ibrth, that we 
eounsel on his proposals." 

Meek made a gesture to Sereeant Sing, who quitted tlie apart- 
ment for a moment, and shortly after returned followed by his 
oaptiye. The Indian was one of those dark and malignant-looking 
savages that possess most of the sinister properties of their con« 
dition, with few or none of the redeeming Qualities. His eye was 
I'^wering and distrustful, bespeaking equally apprehension and 
nge; his form of that middling degree of perfection which 
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leaveB as litfle to admire as to condemn, and liis attire snob 
as denoted him one who might be ranked among the warriors of a 
secondary class. Still in the comj^sare of his mien, tiie tranauiUity 
of his step, and the self-possession of all his movements, ne dis- 
played that high bearing his x>eople rarely foil to exhibit, ere too 
mnch interoourse with the whites biegins to destroy their distdnotiye 
traits. 

"Here is the Narragansett," said Benben Bin^, causing his 
prisoner to appear in the centre of the room; ''he is no chief, as 
mav be gathered from his uncertain look." 

''^If he effect that of which there hath been question, his rank 
mattereth little. We seek to stop the currents of blood that flow 
like runnin&[ water in these devoted colonies." 

*' This wul he do," rejoined the divine, " or we shall hold him 
answerable for breach of promise." 

" And in what doth he profess to aid in stopping the work of 
death?" 

"By yielding the fierce Philip and his savage ally, the roving 
Gonanchet, to me judgment. Those chiefs destroyed, our temple may 
be entered in peace, and the voice of thanksgiving shall again rise 
in our Bethel, without the pro&ne interruption of savage shrieks." 

Content stax^d, and even recoiled a step, as he listened to the 
nature of the proposed peace-offering. 

'* And have we warranty for such & proceeding, should this man 

5 rove true ?" he asked, in a voice that sufficiently denoted Ids own 
oubts of the propriety of such a measure. 

" There is the law, the necessities of a suffering nature, and God's 
gloryfor our justification," drily returned the divine. 

" This outsteppeth the discreet exercise of a delegated authority. 
I like not to assume so great power, without written mandates for 
its execution." 

" The objection hath raised a little difficulty in my own mind," 
observed Ensign Dudley ; ** and as it hath set thoughts at work, it is 
possible that what I nave to offer yrUl meet the captain's good 
approbation." 

Content knew that his andent servitor was, though often un* 
oouth in its exhibition, at the bottom a man of humane heart. On 
the other hand, while he scarce admitted the truth to himself, he 
had a secret dread of the exaggerated sentiments of his spiritual 
guide, and he consequently listened to the mterruption of £ben 
with a gratification he scarcely wished to conceal. 

** Speak openly," he said, " when men counsel in a matter of this 
weidat, eachstandeth on the surety of his proper gifts." 

"Then may this business be despatched without the embarrass* 
ment the captain seems to dread. We have the Indian, who offers 
to lead a party through the forest to the haunts of the bloody 
ohiefs, therein bringing affairs to the issue of manhood and dis- 
cretion." 
, ** And wherein do you propose any departure from the sugges- 
tions that have already been made }** 

Ensign Dudley had not risen to lus present rank without ao* 
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quiring a suitable portion of the reserve whicli is so often found 
to dignmr official sentiments. Having ventured the opinion already 
placed, however vaguely, before ms hearers, he was patiently 
awaiting its effects on the mind of his superior, when the latter, by 
his earnest and unsuspecting countenance, no less than by the 
question just given, showed that he was still in the dark as to the 
expedient the subaltern wished to suggest. 

** I think there will be no necessity for making more captives," 
resumed £ben, *' since the one we have appears to create difficulties 
in our councils. If there be any law in the colony which says 
that men must strike with a gentie hand in open battle, it is a law 
but littie spoken of in common discourse ; and though no pretender 
to the wisdom of lenslators, I will make bold to add, it is a law 
that may as well be forgotten until this outbreaking of the savages 
shall be quelled." 

*' We deal with an enemy that never stays his hand at the cry of 
mercy," observed Meek Wolfe, ** and though charity be the fruit 
of Cnnstian qualities, there is a duty greater thaii any which 
belongeth to earth. We are no more than weak and feeble instru** 
ments in the hands of Providence, and as such our minds should 
not be hardened to our inward promptings. If evidence of better 
feeling could be found in the deeds of the heathen» we might raise 
our hox>es to the completion of things ; but the powers of darkness 
still rage in their hearts, and we are taught to believe that the tree 
is known bjr its fruits." 

Content signed to all to await his return, and left the room. In 
another minute he was seen leading his daughter into the centre of 
the circle. The half-alarmed young woman clasped her swaddled 
boy to her bosom, as she gazea timidly at the grave faces of the 
borderers, and her eye recoiled in fear when its hurried glance 
met the sunken, glazed, excited, and yet equivocal-looking organ 
of tiie Rev. Mr. Wolfe. 

*' Thou hast said that the savage never hearkens to the erj of 
mercy," resumed Content ; *'here is Hvinff evidence that thou hast 
spoken in error. The misfortune that eany befel my family is not 
imknown to any in this settiement; thou seest in this trembling 
creature the daughter of our love ; her we have so long mourned* 
The wept of my household is again with us ; our hearts have been 
oppressed, they are now gladdened. God hath returned our child i" 

There was a deep, rich pathos in the tones of the father that 
affected most of his auditors, though each manifested his sensibi* 
lities in a manner suited to his particular habits of mind. The 
nature of the divine was touched, and all the energies of his sever9 
principles were wanting to sustain him above the manifestation of 
a weakness that he mignt have believed derogatory to his spiritual 
exaltation of character. He therefore sat mute, with hands 'folded 
on his knee, betraying the struggles of an awakened sjrmpathy only 
by a firmer compression of the interlocked iingers, and an ocoasiontu 
and involuntary movement of the stronger muscles of the face. 
Dudley suffered a smile of pleasure to lighten his broad, open coun- 
tenance; and the physician, who haa hitherto been merely a 
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listener^ uttered a few low syllables of admiration of the physical 
perfection of the being before him, with which there was mingled 
some evidence of natural good feeling. 

Reuben Ring was the only individual who openly betrayed the 
whole degree of the interest he took in the restoration of the lost 
female. The stout yeoman arose, and moving to the entranced Narra- 
mattah, he took tne infant into his large hands, and for a moment 
the honest borderer gazed at the boy with a wistful and softened 
eye. Then raising the diminutive face of the infant to his own ex- 
panded and bold features, he touched its cheek with his lips, and 
returned the babe to its mother, who witnessed the whole proceed- 
ing in some such tribulation as the startled wren exhibits when the 
foot of the urchin is seen to draw too near the nest of its young. 

"Thou seest that the hand of the Narragansett hath been 
stayed,*' said Content; when a deep silence had succeeded this 
little movement, and speaking in a tone which betrayed hopes of 
victory. 

"The ways of Providence are mysterious!'* returned Meek; 
"wherein they bring comfort to the heart, it is right that we ex- 
hibit ^atitude ; and wherein they are charged with present afliio- 
tion, it is meet to bow with humbled spirits to their orderings. But 
the visitations of families are merely " 

He paused, for at that moment a door opened, and a party 
entered bearing a burden, which they deposited, with decent and 
grave respect, on the floor, in the very centre of the room. The 
unceremonious manner of the entrance, the assured and the common 

fravity of their air, prodaimed that the villagers felt their errand to 
e a sufiBlcient apology for this intrusion. Had not the business of 
the past day naturally led to such a belief, the manner and aspects 
of those who had borne the burden woidd have announced it to be a 
human body. 

" I had believed that none fell in this day's strife but those who 
met their end near my own door," said Content, after a long, re- 
spectful, and sorrovring pause. "Remove the face-cloth, that we 
may know on whom the blow hath fallen." 

One of the young men obeyed. It was not easy to recognise, 
through the mutilations of savap^e barbarity, the leatures of the 
sujSerer. But a second and steadier look showed the gory and still 
agonised countenance of the individual who had that morning left 
the Wish-Ton- Wish on the message of the colonial authorities. 
Even men as practised as those present in the horrible inventions 
of Indian cruelty, turned sickening away from a spectacle that was 
calculated to chill the blood of all who had not become callous to 
human affliction. Content made a sign to cover the miserable rem- 
nants of mortality, and hid his face, with a shudder. 

It is not necessary to dwell on the scene that followed. Meek 
Wolfe availed himself of this unexpected event, to press his plan on 
the attention of the commanding omoer of the settlement, ifmo was 
certainly far better disposed to listen to his proposals than before 
this palpable evidence of ^the ruthless character of their enemies 
was presented to his view/ Still Content listened with reluctance. 
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nor was it wifhont the intention of exercismgr an ulterior discrefiozL 
in the case, that he finally consented to give orders for the depar- 
ture of a body of men, with the approach of the momiiur light. As 
much of the diw30urse was managed with those hair-intelligible 
allusions that distinguished men of their habits, it is probable that 
«Yery individual present had his own particalar views on ih^ sab- 
ject; though it is certain one and all faithfully believed that he was 
solely influenced by a justifiable regard to his temporal interest* 
which was in some degree rendered still more praiseworthy, by a 
reference to the service of his Divine Master. 

As the party returned, Dudley lingered a moment, alone, with 
his former master. The face of the honest>meaning Ensign was 
charged with more than its nsual fignifieanee, and he even paused 
a little, after all were beyond hearing, ere he oould master resolu- 
tion to propose the sabjeot tliat was so evidently uppermost in his 
mind. 

"Captain Content Heathcote," he at length commenced, "evil or 
;good come not alone in this li&. Thou hast found her that we 
sought, with so much i^ain snd dsager, bat thou hast foand with 
her more than a CliristLsji gentleman can desire. I am a man of 
humble station, bat I may make bold to know what should be the 
feelings of a father whose child is nestozedy replenished by such sa 
over-bountiful gift." 

" Speak planer," said CSontent, firmly. 

" Then I would soy that it may not be gratefal to one who tsketh 
his place among the best in this colony, to haye an offspring with 
an mdian cross of blood, and over whose birth no rite of Christian 
marriage hath been said. Here is Abundanee, a woman of exceed- 
ing usefulness in a newly settled region, hath made Beuben a gift 
of three noble bojs this ye^ moraine. The accession is little 
known, and less discoursed of, in that the good wife is aeeustomed 
to such liberality and that the day hath brought forth still greater 
^events. Kow a child more or less to such a woman can neither 
raise question among the ndghbours, nor make any extraordinary 
difference to the household. My brother Bing would be happy to 
add the boy to his stock, and should there be any remarks con- 
cerning the colour of the yonnker at a future day, it should give 
BO reason of sorprise Lad the whole four been born on the day of 
such an inroad, red as Metaoom himself 1" 

Content heard his oompanion to the end without interruption, 
fiis oountenasoe for a single instant, as the meaning of the Ensign 
became unequivocal, reddened with a worldly feelin|r to which he 
had long b^n a stranger ; but the painful expression as quickly 
disappeared, and in its place reined the meek submission to Pro- 
vidence that habitually characterized his mien. 

" That I have been trouUed with this vain thought I shall not 
deny," he answered ; " but the Lord hath given me strength to 
resist. It is his will that one sprung of heathen lineage shallcome 
beneath my roof, and let his will be done! My child and all that 
are hers are welcome." 

£nsign Dudley pressed the point no furiher, and they separated. 
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CHAPTEE YYTY. 

Ws Bhift the «oene. Tbe Te«d«r vOl traniport himflelf from tiie 
▼all^ of the Wisk-Ton-Wiflh to the boeon of a deep aad dark 
wood. 

It may be thouf^iht tibat etioh soenei haya been too often dMoribed 
to iieed any repetitioa. Still, ae it is possible that these pages may 
feiSl into die aaxKlfi of some who have never quitted the older 
members of ^bt Union, we shall endeatonr to giro them a fainti 
impression eonoeminf the apnearaiiee of the plaooy to whiah It haa 
become onr dairy to transfer tbe action of the tale. 

Although it IS eextain that inanimate, like animate natnre, has 
its period, the existenoe of the tree has no fixed and common limit. 
The oak, the elm, snd the linden, the quick-growing syoamore and 
the tall pine has ea/ck its own laws for the government of its 
growth, its magnitude, and its dnration. By this pzovision of 
Kature, the wilderness in the midst of so many soocessive ehangea , 
is always maintained at the point nearest to perfeetion, since the 
accessions are so f«w and eradual as to preserve its diaraeter. 

The American forest exhibits in the highest degree the grandeor 
of repose. As Nature never does violence to its own laws, tiie soil 
throws out the plant which it is best a ualified to support, and the 
eye is not often disappointed bv a sickly veg^ation. There ever 
seems a generous ^nulation in tne trees, which is not to be found 
among others of different families, when left to pursue their qui^ 
existence in the solitude of the fields. Each stni^^gles towards the 
light, and an equality in bulk and a similarity in form are thus 
produced which scuroe belong to thdr distinctive characters. The 
efiect ma.y easily be imagined. The vaulted arches beneath are 
filled wim thousands of high, unbr<^en columns, which sustain one 
vast and trembling canopy of leaves. A pleasing gloom and an 
imposing silence have their interminable r^gn below, while an 
outer ana another atmosphere seems to rest on the elond of foliage. 

While the light plays on the varying surfaee of the taree-tops, 
one sombre and utde-varied hue colours the earth. Dead and moss- 
covered logs ; mounds eovered with decomposed vegetable sub- 
stances, the graves of lon^ past generations of trees; cavities left 
by the fedl of some uprooted trunk ; dark f ung^ that fiourish around 
the decayed roots of those about to loose tiieir hold, with a few 
slender and delicate plants of a minor growth, and which best 
succeed in the shade, form the accompaniments of the lower scene. 
The whole is tempered, and in summer rendered grateful by a 
freshness which equals Uiat of the subterranean vault, without 
possessing any of its chilling dampness. In the midst of this 
gloomy solitude tiiie foot of man is rarely heard. An occasional 
glimpse of the boimding deer, or trotting moose, is almost the only 
luterroption on the earUi itself, while the heavy bear or leaping 
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panther is at lonfi^ intervals met seated on the branches of some 
Tenerable tree. There are moments, too, when troops of hungry 
wolves are found himting on the trail of the deer, out these are 
seen rather as exceptions to the stillness of the place, than asacoes- 
fiories that should properly be introduced into the picture. Even 
the birds are in common mute, or when they do break the silence, 
it is in a discordance that suits the character of their wild abode. 

Through such a scene two men were industriously journeying on 
iihe day which succeeded the inroad last described. They marked 
as wont, one after the other, the yoimger and more active leading 
the way through the monotony of the woods, as accurately and as 
imhesitatingly as the mariner directs his course by the aid of the 
needle over the waste of waters. He in firont was light, agile, and 
eeemingly unwearied, while the one who followed was a man of 
heavy mould, whose step denoted less practice in the exercise of 
the forest, and possibly some flailing of natural vigour. 

** Thine eye, Karragansett, is an unerring compass by which to 
Bteer, and thy leg a never wearied steed;" said tne latter, casting 
the butt of his musket on the end of a mouldering log, while he 
leaned on the barrel for support. ** If thou movest on the war- 
path with the same diligence as thou usest in our errand of peace, 
well may the colonists oread thy enmity." 

The other turned, and without seeking aid from the gun which 
rested against his shoulder, he pointed at the several objects he 
named, and answered — 

" My father is this aged sycamore ; it leans against the young 
oak.— -Conanchet is a straight pine. There is great cunning in 
gray hairs," added the chief, stepping lightly forward until a 
nnger rested on the arm of Submission ; ** can they tell the time 
when we shall lie under the moss like a dead hemlock ^" 

" That exceedeth the wisdom of man. It is enough. Sachem, if 
when we fall, we may say with truth that the land we shadowed is 
no poorer for our growtt. Thy bones will lie in the earth where 
thy fathers trod, but mine may whiten in the vault of some gloomy 
forest." 

The quiet of the Indian's face was disturbed. The pupils of his 
dork eyes contracted, his nostrils dilated, and his full chest heaved, 
and then all reposed, like the sluggish ocean after a vain, effort to 
heave its waters into some swelling wave during a general calm. 

" Fire hath scorched the prints of my father's moccasins from 
the earth," he said, with a smile that was placid though bitter, 
*' and my eyes cannot find them. I shall die under tliat dbelter," 
pointing thSrough an opening in the foliage to the blue void ; " the 
falling leaves will cover my bones." 

" Then hath the Lord given us a new bond of friendship. There 
is a yew tree and a qmet churchyard in a country afar, where 
generations of my race sleep in their graves. The place is white 
with stones that bear the name of ' 

Submission suddenly ceased to speak, and when his eye was 
raised to that of his companion, it was just in time to detect the 

*nner in which the curious interest of the latter changed suddenly 
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to oold reserre, aad to note the high courtesy of the air with which 
the Indian turned the discourse. 

*' There is water beyond the little hiU," he said. " Let my father 
drink and grow stronger, that he may live to lie in the clearings." 

The other bowed, and thev proceeded to the spot in silence. It 
would seem by the length of tune that was now lost in taking the 
reqtured refireshment, that the travellers had joumeved long and 
far. The Narragansett ate more sparingly however tnan his com- 
panion, for his mind appeared to sustain a weight that was far 
more grievous than the fatigue which had been endured by the 
body. Still his composure was little disturbed outwardly, for 
during the silent repast he maintained the air of a dignified warrior, 
rather than that of a man whose air could be much affected by in- 
ward sorrow. When nature was appeased they both arose, and 
continued their route through thd pathless forest. 

For an hour after quitting the spring the progress of our two ad- 
yetorers was swift, and uninterrupted by any passing observation, 
or momentary pause. At the end of that time, however, the speed 
of Gonanchet began to slacken, and his eye, instead of maintaining 
its steady and forward direction, was seen to wander with some of 
the appearance of indecision. 

" Thou hast lost those secret signs by which we have so far 
threaded the woods," observed his companion ; ** one tree is alike 
another, and I see no difference in this wilderness of nature ; but if 
thou art at fault we may truly despair of our object." 

" Here is the nest of the eagle," returned Gonanchet, pointing at 
the object he named, perched on the upper and whitened branches 
of a dead pine ; ^' andT my father may see the council tree in this 
oak—but there are no Wompanoags I 

*' There are many eagles in this forest, nor is that oak one that 
may not have its fellow. Thine eye hath been deceived. Sachem, 
ana some false sign hath led us astray." 

Gonanchet looked at his companion attentively. After a moment 
he quietly asked — 

" JDid my father ever mistake his path in going from his wi^am 
to the place where he looked upon the house of ms Great Spirit V* 

** The matter of that often travelled path was different, Narra- 
eansett. My foot had worn the rock with many passings, and the 
distance was a span. But we have journeyed through leases of 
forest, and our route hath lain across brook and Hill, through, 
brake and morass, where human vision hath not been able to detect 
the smallest si^ of the presence of man." 

** My father is old," said the Indian, respectfully- " His eye is 
not as quick as when he took the scalp of the great chiet or he 
would loiow the print of a moccasin — see," making his companion 
observe the mark of a human foot that was barely discemiole by 
the manner in which the dead leaves had been displaced ; " his 
rock is worn, but it is harder than the ground. He cannot tell by 
its mgna who passed, or when." 

" Here is tridy that which ingenuity may portray as the print of 
man's foot ; but it is alone, and may be some accident of the wind." 
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" Let my father look on ereiy fide, li« iviU Ketiud^airibe Bath 
' passed." 

" TMs may be true, ^ouarli mr Yinen ft uneqaal to dettcel that 
thoQ wonldflt show. But if a mbe hatth passed, lei va follow." 

Conanchet shook his head, and iqspead »e fingos of hia two hands 
in a manner to desciibe the radii of«a circle. 

" Hngrh !" he said, [Startling even t^ule he was tima mginlkeaa&y 
attsswering hy gestores, ^ a moeeaaiik oomefl !'* 

SnhmissioD, who had so often and so recently heao aira^ned againat 
the savages, inyolnntariiy sought the lock of lua camhine. Hia 
look and action were menacing, thongh hia rormgr ey» conld sea no 
Meet to excite alarm. 

Hot so Conanchet. !ffis qnioker toid sune praedsed yiaion mob 
cangbt a e^Hmpse of the warrioir who waa a^rmtefaing, oeoasionally 
concealed by the trnnks of trees, and whose tread on tha dried leavea 
hod first betrayed his proxiniity. Folding his arms on his naked 
bosom, the Narragansett chief awaited the oominff a£ Hsb otlier in 
an attitude of eumnesa and dignity. Neither did ha speak nor 
suffer a mnscle to play untO a hand was plaeed on one ci hia amuu 
and he who had drawn near, said ui tones of amity and. lespeet^ 

" The young Sachem hath come to look for his Inother ^" 

*' Wompanoasr» I hare followed the trail* that your eau may 
listen to the taft of a pale-ikoe." 

The third person in Hiis interview waa Ketaaom. He dbot a 
haughty and fierce glance at the stranger, and then tsmtd to hia 
companion in arms with reeoyerad ealmncsa to reply. 

"Has Conanchet eoonted his yomg men sinea tbey raised tiM 
whoop ?*' he asked, in tiie language oi the aborigines. '^ i saw many 
go into the fields that never came baok. Let Hie white maa die.'* 

" Wompanoag, he is led by the wampnm of a Saehem* 1 haTo 
not counted mv yocng men; b<it I know tiiat they axe ttovng 
enough to say that what their ehief hath promised duul be dane." 

" nthe Yengeesa is a fnend of my brother he is wekoma. The 
wigwam of Metacom is open, let him enter it." 

Philip made a sign Ibr ib» others to &ikw> and lad tiia way to 
theplace he had named. 

Tbe spot ehoaen by FhiUp for his teamorary enoampment waa 
flttited to sneh a purpose. There was a thieket, denser than cnBfiiiiim» 
on one of its sides; a steep and high roek protected and shdteiedita 
rear; a swift and wide brook dashed over fragments that bad fiedkBL 
with time from the predpioe in its fronts and towards the sattiBgr aiin a 
whirlwind had opened a long and melanchoiy glade tfarooeh the 
forest. A few huts of brush leaned against the base of the hiXU and 
the scanty implements of their domestlo economy were seattered 
among the hsTbitations of the savages. The whole party did not 
number twenty, for, as has been said^ the Wompanoag had aetad 
latterly more hy the agency o£ hia allies than with the materials of 
his own proper force. 

The three were soon seated on a rock, whose foot was washed by 
the rapid current of the tumbling water. A few gloomy-looking 
and fierce Indians watched the ooioiarenoe in the baek grooncL 
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^' My btoiher lidb foUowed my trail that my ears may liear the 
words of a Ten^eese/' Philip commenced, after a sufficient period 
had elapsed ta escape the impatatiom of eurioait^. " Let hims^^k." 

** I haye (xm&e singly into the jaws of the Hon. restless and re- 
morseiess leader of the savages," returned the hold exile* " thai 
you may hear the words of peace. Why hath the son seen tiie acta 
of the Eaffliah so differently from the father> Massassoit was a 
friend of the persecuted and patient ^grims who hare sought rest 
and refnge in this Bethel of the faithful, hut thou hast hardened 
thy heart to their prayers, and seekest the hlood of those who wish 
thee no wrong. Doubtless thy nature is one of pride and mistaken, 
vanities, like that of all thy raoe, and it hath seemed needful to the 
Tainglory of thy name and nation to hattle against men of a different 
oiisin. JBut Kaow there is one who is master of all here on earth, 
as he is Sing of HeaTen ! It is his pleasure that the sweet sayour 
of his worship should arise &om the wilderness. His will is law, and 
they that would withstand do hut kick against the pricks. Listen, 
then, to peaceful counsels, that the land may he parcelled justly to 
meet the wants of all, and the country he prepared fox the incense 
of the altar/' 

This exhortation was uttered in a deep and almost unearthly 
Toice, and with a degree of excitement that was probably inereasea 
hy the intensity with which the solitary had lately been hroodiuff 
over his peculiar opinioiiSy and the terrible scenes in which he had 
io recenuy been an actor. Philip listened with the high courtesy 
of an Indian pcince. Unintelligible as was the meaning of tho 
speller, his countenance betrayed no gleaming of impatience, his 
lij^ no smile of ridicule. On the contrary, a noble and lofty gravity 
reigned in eyery feature, and ignorant as he was of what the other 
wished to say, his attentive eye and bending head expreesed every 
wish to eomprehend. 

'* My pale friend hath spoken very wiselv," he said, when tho 
other ceased to i^eak. " But he does not see deaxly in these woodi ; 
he sits too much in the shade. His eye is better in a clearing* 
Metaoom is not a fierce beast. His claws are worn out, his legs axe 
tired with travelling. He cannot jump far. My pole Mend wants 
to diyide the land. Why trouble the Ghreat Spirit to do his work 
twicer He gave the Wampanoass their hunting grounds and 
places on the salt lake to catch their fish and dams, and he did 
not forcet his children the Narrasransetts. He put them in tiie 
midst €$ the water, for he saw that they could swim. Did he forget 
the Tengeese^ or did he put them in a swamp where they would 
torn into frogs and lizards ?" 

" Heathen, my voice shall never deny the bounties of my Ck)d ! 
His hand hath placed my fathers in a fertile land, rich in the good 
things of the world, f<Mrtunate in jiosition, sea-girt, and impregnable. 
Happy is he who can find justification in dwelling within ita 

Ak empty gourd lay on the rock at the side of Metaoom. Bend* 
ing over the staream, he filled it to the brim with water, and held 
the vessel before the eyes of his companions. 
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" See," lie said, jxniitiiig to the even surface of the fluid, " so 
much hath the Great Spirit said it shall hold. ISow," he added, 
fOling the hollow of the other hand from the brook, and oasting its 
contents into the gonrd, " now my brother knows that some must 
come away. It is so with his country. There is no longer room in 
it for my pale friend." 

" Did I attempt to deceive thine ears with this tale I should lay 
falsehood to my soul. We are many, and sorry am I to say tiiat 
some among us are like unto them that were called ' Legion.' But 
to say that there is not still place for all to die where they are 
bom, is to utter danming untruth." 

** The land of the Yengeese is then good— very good," returned 
Philio ; " but their young men like one that is better." 

'* Tny nature, Wompanoag, is not equal to comprehend the mo- 
tives which have led us hither, and our discourse is getting vain." 

" My brother Conanchet is a Sachem. The leaves that rail from 
the trees of his country, in the season of frosts, blow into my 
hunting-grounds. We are neighbours and friends," slk;htly bend- 
ing his head to the Narra^ansett. " When a wicked Indian runs 
from the islands to the wigwams of my people, he is whipt and 
sent back. We keep the path between us op^ only for nonest 
red-men." 

Philip spoke with a sneer, that his habitual loftiness of manner 
did not conceal from his associate chief, though it was so slight as 
entirely to escape the observation of him who was the subject of his 
sarcasm. The former took the alarm, and for the first time during 
the dialogue did he break silence. 

" My pale father is a brave warrior," said the young Sachem of 
the Narra^ansetts. '* His hand took the scalp of the Great Saga- 
more of his people !" 

The countenance of Metacom changed instantly. In place of 
the ironical scorn that was gathering about his lip, its expression 
became serious and respectful. He gazed steadily at the hard and 
weather-beaten features of his guest, and it is probable that words 
of higher courtesy than any he had yet used would have fallen 
from him, had not, at that moment, a signal been given by a young 
Indian'set to watch on the summit of the rock, that one approached. 
Both Metacom and Ck)nanchet appeared to hear this cry with some 
uneasiness. Neither, however, arose, nor did either oetray such 
evidence of alarm as denoted a deeper interest in the interruption 
than the circumstances might very naturally create. A warrior 
was shortly seen entering the encampment from the side of the 
forest which was loiown to lie in the direction of the Wish-Toa- 
Wish. 

The moment Conanchet saw the person of the newly-arrived man 
his eye and attitude resumed their former repose, though the look 
of Metacom still continued gloomy and distrustful. The difference 
in the manner of the chiefs* was not, however, sufBlciently strong to 
be remarked by Submission, who was about to resume the dis- 
course, when the new comer moved past the cluster of warriors in 
the encampment, and took his seat near them, on a stone so low 
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that tlie water laved his feet. As usual, there was no grreetingr 
between the Indians for some moments, the three appearing to 
regrard the arrival as a mere thing of course. But the uneasiness 
of Metacom prompted a communication sooner than common. 

" Mohtucket," ne said, in the lancruage of their tribe, "hath lost 
the trail of his Mends. We thought the crows of the pale-men 
werepicking his bones !" 

** Tnere was no scalp at his belt, and Mohtucket was ashamed to 
be seen among the young men with an empty hand." 

"He remembered that he had too orten come back without 
striking a dead enemy," returned Metacom, about whose firm 
mouth lurked an expression of ill-concealed contempt. " Has he 
now touched a warrior ? " 

The Indian, who was merely a man of the inferior class, held up 
the trophy which hung at his girdle to the examination of his 
chief. Metacom looked at the disgusting object with the calmness, 
and nearly with the interest that a virtuoso would lavish on an 
antique memorial of some triumph of former ages. His finger was 
thrust through a hole in the skin, and then, wnile he resumed his 
former position, he observed drily — 

" A bullet hath hit the head ; the arrow of Mohtucket doth little 
harm!" 

" Metacom hath never looked on his young man like a Mend since 
the brother of Mohtucket was killed." 

The glance that Philip oast at his underline, though it was not 
unmingled with suspicion, was one of princely and savage scorn. 
Their white auditor nad not been able to undexstand the discourse, 
but the dissatisfaction and uneasiness of the eyes of both were 
too obvious not to show that the conference was far from being 
amicable. 

"The Sachem hath discontent with his young man," he ob- 
served, " and from this may he understand the nature of that 
which leadetii many to quit the land of their fathers beneath the 
rising sun, to come to this wilderness in the west. If he will now 
listen, I wiU touch farther on the business of my errand, and deal 
more at large with the subject we have but so lightly skimmed." 

Philip manifested attention. He smiled on his guest, and even 
bowed his assent to the proposal ; still his keen eye seemed to read 
the soul of his subordinate through the veil of ms gloomy visage. 
There was a ^lay of the fijigers of his right hand, when the arm fell 
from its position across his bosom to his thigh, as if they itched to 
grasp the knife whose buck-horn handle lay within a few inches of 
tiieir reach. Tet his air to the white man was composed and dig- 
nified. The latter was again about to speak, when the arches of 
the forest suddenly rung with the report of a musket. All in and 
near the encampment sprang to their feet at the well-known sound, 
and yet all continued as motionless as if so many dark but breath- 
ing statues had been planted there. The rustling of leaves was heard, 
and then the body of the young Indian, who had been posted on the 
rock, rolled to the edge of the precipice, whence it fell, like a log. 
on the yielding roof of one of tiie lodges beneatJi. A shout issued 
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from the forest Miind, a Tolley naxed amaag the treM, end 
fAandoE lead waa whistling through the air and cattma twigs fronL 
&e tmdergrowth on erery side. Two more of the Wompaaoags 
were seen rolling on the e«ih in the death agony. 

The voice of Annawon was heard in the enoanq^ment^ and at tiie 
n^Et instant the place was deserted* 

During this startling and fearful moment^ the four indiyidnalflv 
near the stream, were inaotiTe. Conanchet and Ida Christian friend 
stood to their arms, hat it waa rather as men eling to the means of 
defenoe, in moments of great jeopaidT, than with any intention of 
offensiye hostilities. Metaeom seemed undecided. Aeeustoimed to 
veceive and inflict surprises* a warriot so experienced eonld not be 
disconcerted ; still he nesitated as to the eomse he ouafat to take. 
But when Annawon, who was nearer the seene, soimdea the ai^nal 
1^ retreat, he MKraag towards the retomed staraggler, and with a 
single blow of his t<miahawk brained the traitor. Glances of fierce 
levenge, and of inextinguishable thouprh disappointed hatred, were 
exohanflred between the viotim and his chief* a» the former lay on 
the rock gasi^ing for breath, and then the latter turned in his 
tracks, ana raised the dripping weapon OTer the head of the white 



" Wompanoag, no !" said Conanchet, in a voice of thtoider* 
" Our lives are one." 

Philip hesitated. Fierce and dangerous passions were stra^jjjiing 
in his breast, but the habHoal self-command of the wily poUtiGian 
of those woods prevailed. Even in that scene of blood and alarm, 
he smiled on his powerf ol and fearless young ally ; thm pointuig 
to the deepest shades of the forest* he boimaM. towazda them with 
the activi^vf a^dser. 



CEAPTEE XSX 

« But, pMce U with him 1 
tliat Ufb is better lilb, past fearing destb, 
Tbaa that whicli Utw to fbar." 

Meatwrefor Metttur6» 

CoiTBAOB ia both a comparative and an improvable virtue. If 
the fear of death be a weakness common to Hat race, it is one that 
la capable of being diminished by frequent exposure, and even 
fendered extinct by refieetion. It waa therefore with sensibilities 
entirely changed from their natoral course, that the two individuala 
who were left alone by the retreat of Philip, saw the nature and 
the approach of the danger that now beset them. Their positioa 
near the brook had so far protected them from the bullets of the 
assailants, but it was equally obvious to both, that in a minute cr 
two the colonists would enter an encampment that was already de* 
sorted. Each, in consequence, acted according to those opinions 
which had been fostered by the habits of their respective lives. 
As Conanchet had no act of vengeance, like that which Metacom 
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h^d -perfoemeSL immediately heiom lik eyes» be ]iad« at Uie fini 
alarm, given ail his faculties to the nature of the attack. The first 
minute was suMdeat to undentand ill chanetex and the seooiui 
enabled him to decide. 

** Gome/' he said hastily, Imt with peifeet leilf-posaeanoii, poiiit^ 
ing' as he spoke to tiie swiltniaiiiiur' stream at his feet ; ** we will 
go with the water ; let the marks M our tndl nut before." 

Bobmission hesitated* There wis someUiing like haughty 
military pride in the stem detcnmnatiofi of bis eye, which seemed 
reluctant to ineur the disgrace of a flidbt so uneqiiiYoeal, and as 
he might hare believed, so vaworfliT of his character. 

*' No, Narragansett," he aaswcnd : " flee for thy Hfe, but leave, 
me to reap the harvest of my deeds. They osii bat leave my 
bones by the side of thcee of this ttaitor at my leet^" 

Hhe mien of Conanohet was neither axeitea ner dispieased. He 
qiiietly drew the comer of his light robe over a shoulder, and was 
about to resume his seat on the stone, £mdl which he had but a 
xniniite before arisen, when his eompaaion again vmd him to iiy« 

*' The enemies of a chief must not say thathe led Ms friend into 
a trap, and that when his leg was last he ran away himself like a 
luoky fox. If my brother stays to be killed^ Gonanahet will bo 
fomid near him." 

** Heathen, heathen !*' retimed the other, moved nearly to tears 
by the loyalty of his guide ; " many a Cfaiistian man might take 
lessons^from tny £uth. Leadon; IwUlfbilowatthentmostof my 
speed." 

The Karragansett sprang into the brool^ and took its downward 
oourse, a direction opposite to that whieh Philip had chosen. There 
-was wisdom in this expedient, for tiiough their pursuers might sea 
that the water was troubled, there was no certainty as to the diree« 
tion of the fugitives. Conanchet had foreseen this little advantage, 
and with the mstinetive readiness of his people he did not fail to 
make it of service. Hetacom had been influenoed by the course 
taken by his warriors, who had retired nnder shelter ci ike rocks. 

£re the two fugitives had gone any great distance, they heard 
the shouts of thnr enemies ui the encampment* ami soon after 
scattering shot announced that Philip had ahheady rallied his people 
to resistance. There was an assurance of safety in the latter 
circumstance whieh caused therm to relax their speed. 

'* Mv foot is not as active as in days that are past," said Submis- 
don ; '* we wiU therefore recover strength while we may, lest we be 
yet taken at emergency. Karragansett, thou hast ever kept thy 
xoith with me, and come of what race, or worship in what manner 
thou mavst, there is one to remember it" 

^ My father looked with the eye of a friend on the Indian boy 
that was kept like a young bear in a cage. He taught him to 
apeak with the tongue of a xengeese." 

** We passed weary months together in our pnum, chief, and Apol* 
lypn must have been strong in a heart to resist the opportunity of 
^endship in such a situation. But even there my coniidence and 
care were repaid, for without thy mysterious hints* gathered from 
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Bi^s thou hadst gleaned thyself during the hunt, it would not 
have been in my power to have warned my iriends that thy people 
contemplated an attack the unhappy niffht of the burning. IN arra- 
gansett, we have done many acts of Kindness, each in his own 
£i8hion, and I am ready to confess this last not to be least of thy 
&Tours. Though of wnite blood and of Christian origin, I can 
almost say that my heart is Indian." 

'* Then die an Indian's death !" shouted a voice within twenty 
feet of the spot where they were wading down the stream. 

The menacing words were rather accompanied than seconded by 
a shot, and Submission fell. Gonanchet cast his musket into the 
water and turned to raise his companion. 

'*It was merely age dealing with the slippery stones of the 
brook ;*' said the latter, as he recorered Ids footing. " That had 
well nigh been a fatal discharge I but Gk>d for his own purpose hath 
still averted the blow." 

Conanchet did not speak. Seizing his gun, which lay at the bot- 
tom of the stream, he drew his Mend after lum to the shore, and 
plunged into the thicket that lined its banks. Here they were 
momentarily protected from missiles; but the shouts that suc- 
ceeded the oisdiaxffe of the muskets were accompanied by yells that 
he knew to proceed from Fequots and Mohegans, tribes that were 
in deadly hostility to his own people. The hope of concealing 
their trau from such pursuers^ was not to be indulfi^ed, and for his 
companion to escape by flight he knew to be impossible. There was 
no time to lose. In such emergencies, with an Indian, thought 
takes the character of instinct. The fugitives stood at the foot of 
a sapling, whose top was completely concealed by masses of leaves, 
which belonged to the under- orush that clustered around its trunk. 
Into this tree he assisted Submission to ascend, and then, with- 
out explaining his own views, he instantly left the spot, rendering 
his own trail as broad and perceptible as possible, by beating down 
the bushes as he passed. The expedient of the faithful Narragan- 
sett was completely successful. Before he had got a hundred yards 
from the place, he saw the foremost of the hosnle Indians hunting 
like bloodhounds on his footsteps. His movement was slow untu 
he saw that, having his person in view, all of the pursuers had passed 
the tree. Then, the arrow parting from the bow was scarce swifter 
than his flight. The pursuit now partook of all the exciting inci- 
dents and ingenious expedients of an Indian chase. Conanchet was 
soon himted from his cover, and obliged to trust his person in the 
more open parts of the forest. Miles of hiU and ravine, of plain, of 
rocks, of morass, and stream, were crossed, and still the trained war- 
rior held on his way, unbroken in spirit and scarce wearied in limb. 
The merit of a savage, in such an employment, rests more on his bot- 
tom than on his s^d. The three or four colonists who had been sent 
with the party ot amicable Indians to intercept those who might 
attempt to escape down the stream, were early thrown out, and the 
strugple was now entirely between the fugitive and men equally 
practised in limb and ingenious in expedient. 

The Fequots had a great advantage in their number. The fre- 
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qnent doublings of the fugitive kept the chase within the circle of 
a mile, and, as each of his enemies tired, there were always fresh 
pursuers to take his place. In such a contest the result could not 
be questionable. After more than two hours of powerful exertion, 
the foot of Conanchet began to fail, and his speed very sensibly to 
flag. Exhausted by efforts that had been nearly supernatural, the 
breathless warrior cast his person prostrate on the earth, and lay 
for several minutes as if he were dead. 

During this breathing time histhrobbinfi' ptilses grew more calm, 
his heart beat less violently, and the circulation was gradually re- 
turning to the tranquil flow of nature, in a state of rest. It was 
at this moment, when his energies were recruited by rest, that the 
chief heard the tread of the moccasins on his trail. Rising, he 
looked back on the course over which he had just passed with so 
much pain. But a single warrior was in view. Hope for an instant re- 
gained the ascendancy, and he raised his musket to fellhis approach- 
ing adversary. The aim was cool, long, and it would have been 
fatal, had not the useless tick of the lock reminded him of the condi- 
tion of the gun. He cast the wet and unserviceable piece away, 
and grasped his tomahawk, but a band of Pe^uots rushed in to the 
rescue, rendering resistance madness. Perceiving the hopelessness 
of his situation, the Sachem of the Narragansetts dropped nis toma- 
hawk, loosened his belt, and advanced unarmed, with a noble resig- 
nation, to meet his foes. In the next instant he was their pri- 
soner. 

" Bring me to your chief," said the captive, haughtily, when the 
common herd into whose hands he had fallen would nave questioned 
him on the subject of his companions, and of his own fate. ** Mj 
tongue is used to speak with Sachems." 

He was obeyed, and before an hour had passed, the renowned 
Conanchet stood confronted with his most deadly enemy. 

The place of meeting was the deserted encampment of the band 
of Philip. Here most of the pursuers had already assembled, 
including all of the colonists who had been engaged in the expedi- 
tion. The latter consisted of Meek Wolfe, Ensign Dudley, Ser- 
geant Ring, and a dozen private men of tiie village. 

The jresult of the enterprise was, by this time, generally known. 
Though Metacom, its principal object, had escaped, yet when it was 
understood that the Sachem of the Norragansetts had fallen into 
their hands, there was not an individual of the party who did 
not think his personal risk more than amply compensated. Though 
the Mohegans and Pequots restrained their exultation lest the 
pride of their captive should be soothed by such an evidence 
of his importance, the white men drew around the prisoner 
with an interest and a joy they did not care to conceal. Still, as 
he had yielded to an Indian, there was an affectation of leaving 
the chief to the clemency of his con(iuerors. Perhaps some deeply 
pondered scheme of pobcy had its mfluence in this act of seeming 
justice. 

When Conanchet was placed in the centre of the curious circle^ 
he found himself immediately in presence of the princir"^ 
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the tribe <»fi]i6Moliegui8, It was Uncaa, son of tiiat TJnoas \rhose 
fortunes bad abso prevailed, aided bv the whites, in the conflict 
with his faUier, the napless but noble Miantoniiooh. Fat3 had now 
decreed that toe same evil star which had goyerned the destinies 
of the ancestor, i^uld extend its influence to the second ffeneratioD. 
The ra^ of Unoas, though weakened of it» power and shorn of 
much of its peculiar grandeur by a yicious alliance with the 
English, still retained most of tlie fine gnalities of savage heroism. 
He, who now stood forth to reoeive his captive, was a warrior of 
middle age, of just proportions, of a grave though fierce aspect, and 
of an eye and countenance that expressed alTtbose contradictor^ 
traits of character whidi render the savage warrior almost as ad- 
mirable as he IS appalling. Until this moment the rival chieftains 
had never met, except in the confusion of battle. For a few ndnutea 
neither spoke. Each stood regarding the^ fine outlines, the eagle 
eye, tbeprou^ bearing, and the severe gravity of the other in secret 
admiration, but with a calmness so immovable as entirely to coa- 
eeal the workings of his thoughts. At length they began to assume 
miens suited to the part each was to enact in the oomin|[ scene. 
The countenanoe of Uncas became ironical and exulting, wlule that 
of his captive grew still more oold and unooncemed. 
^ " My young men," said the former. ** have taken a fox skuUdzig 
in the bushes* His l^s were very long, but he had no heart to 
use them." 

Conanchet folded his arms on his bosom, and die glance of his 
quiet eye seemed to tell his enemy that devices so common were 
xunworthy of them both. The other either understood its meaning:, 
or loftier feelings prevailed ; for he added, in a better taste : — 

" Is Conanchet tired of his life, that ho comes among my young 
men ?" 

** Mohenu&>" said the Narragansett chiet " he has been iharo 
before ; if Unoas will oount his wazziors, he will see that some are 
wanting." 

"There are no tasditions among tilie Indians of the islands !" said 
the other, with an ironical glance at the chiefs near him. " They 
have never heard of Miantonimoh; they do not know such a fi^d 
t» the Sadiem's plain !" 

The countenance of the prisoner changed. For a single instant 
it appeared to grow dark, as if a deep shadow were cast athwart it, 
and &en every feature rested as before in dignified repose. His 
conqueror watched the play of his lineaments, and when he thought 
nature was getting Hie ascendancy, exultation eleamed about bis 
own fierce eye: but when the self-possession of the Narragansett 
returned, he aneoted to think no moie of an effort ihat had been 
fruitless. 

** If the men of the islands know litde," he continued, " it is not 
so with the Mob««ans. There was once a great Sachem among the 
lli'arragansetts ; he was wiser than the beaver, swifter than the 
moose, and more cunning than the red fox. But he could not see 
into to-morrow. Foolish counsellors told bjff * to go upon tbo war- 
path against the Pequots and iMohegans. He lost his acalp; it 
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hvcBJBs in llie tsindbe of mj wigwam. We shall see if it will know 
thie hALT of its son. Namgansett, here are wise men of the pale> 
fauces; tiiey will speak to you. If they o^r a pipe, smoke; for 
tobaooo is not plenty with yoor tribe." 

Uncas then turned away, leaving his prisoner to the interroga- 
tories of his white allies. 

*' Here is the look of Miantonimoh, Sergeant King," observed 
Ensign Dudley to his wife's brother, after he had contemplated for 
m. reasonable time the features of the jprisoner. " I see the eye and 
the tread of the father in this younp oachem. And more, Serreant 
Bing ; the chief favours the boy we picked up in the fields some dozen 
years a^one, and kept in the block £>r the matter of many montibis, 
eaged like a yonog panther. Hast forgotten 1^ night, Eeuben, 
and the lad, and tne olook? A fiery oven is not hotter than that 
pile was getting be&re we dove into the earth. I xiev^* fail to 
thick of it when the good minister is dealing powerfully with tfaa 
pnnii^unents of the wieked and the furnaces of Tophet V* 

The silent yeoman comprehended the disconnected allusions of 
his relative, nor was he aiow in seeing the palpable resemblanee 
between their prisoner and the Indian boy, whose j)erBon had once 
been so familinr to his eye. Admiration and anri^ise were blended 
in his honest fsxse, with an expression that appeared to annoiinoe 
deep regret. As neither of toese individnalis, however, was the 
principal personage of their party, each was fain to remain an 
attentive and an interested observer of that which followed* 

" Worshipper of Baal!" commeneed the sepulchral voice of the 
divine; "it has pleased the King of Heaven and Earth to protect 
his people ! The triumph of thy evil nature hath been short, and 
BOW oomdli tho judgmi^it." 

These words were uttered to ears that affected deaftiess. In the 
pMsenee of his most deadly foe and a captive, Conanchet was not 
A man to sufSer his resolution to waver. He looked coldly and 
Tacantly on the speaker, nor oould the most suspicious or the most 
practised eye have detected in his mien his knowledge of the English 
uagnage. Beeeived by the stoicism of the prisoner. Meek mut- 
tered a iew words, in which the Narragonsett was strangely dealt 
by, denunciations and petitixms in his mvour being blended in the 
quaint and exaggerated fashions of the times, and then he sub- 
mitted to the inter£wenee of those present, who were charged with 
the duty of deddiog on the fate of the Indian* 

Although Eben Dudley was the principal and the efficient mili- 
tary man in. this lit^e expedition from the valley, he was aecomr 
paniod by those whose autibority was predominant in all mattess 
that did not strictly appertain to the executive portion of the duty. 
CommiBsioners, named cy the government of the colony, had come 
out with the party, clothed with power to dispose of Philip, should 
that dreaded chief, as was expected, fall into ihe hands o£ the 
English, To these perfions the fate of Conanohet was now xe^ 
foEzed. 

We shall sot detain the narrative to dwell on the particulars of 
the council. The question was gravely considered, and it was do- 
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oidcd with a deep and conBcientioas sense of the responsibility of 
those who acted as judges. Several hours were passed in deli- 
beration, Meek opening and closing the deliberations by solemn 
prayers. The judgment was then annoimced to Uncas by the divine 
nimself. 

" The wise men of my people have consulted together in the 
matter of this Narragansett, he said, ** and their spirits have 
wrestled powerfully with the subject. In comina: to their con- 
clusion, if it wear the aspect of. time-serving, let all remember the 
Providence of Heaven nath so interwoven the interests of man 
with its own good purposes, that to the carnal eye they may out- 
wardly seem to be inseparable. But that which is here done is 
done in s^ood faith to our ruling principles, which is good faith to 
thee ana to all others who support the altar in this wilderness. 
And herein is our decision. We commit the Narragansett to thy 
justice, since it is evident that while he is at large neither thou, 
who art a feeble prop to the church in these regions, nor we, who 
are its humble and unworthy servitors, are safe. Take him, then, 
and deal with him according to thy wisdom. We place limits to 
thy power, in onljr two things. It is not meet that any bom of 
humanity and having human sensibilities should suffer more in 
the flesh than may be necessary to the ends of duty; we therefore 
decree that thy captive shall not die by torture, and for the better 
security of this our charitable decision, two of our number shall 
accompany thee and him to the place of execution ; it being always 
supposed it is thy intention to inflict the pains of death. Another 
condition of this concession to a fore-ordered necessity is, that a 
Christian minister may be at hand, in order that the sufferer may 
depart with the prayers of one accustomed to lift his voice, in 
petitions, to the footstool of the Almighty." 

The Mohegan chief heard this sentence with deep attention. 
When he found he was to be denied the satisfaction oi proving, or 
perhaps of overcoming the resolution of his enemy, a deep cloud 
passed across his swaithy visage. But the strength of his tribe 
had long been broken, and to resist would have been as improfit- 
able £is to repine would have been unseemly. The conditions were 
therefore accepted, and preparations were accordingly made among 
the Indians to proceed to judgment. 

These people had few contradictory principles to appease, and no 
Eubtieties to distract their decision. Direct, fearless, and simple 
in all their practices, they did Uttie more than gather the voices of 
the chiefs, and acquaint their captive with the result. They knew 
that fortune had thrown an implacable enemy into their hands, 
and they believed that self-preservation demanded his life. To 
them it mattered little whether he had arrows in hia hands, or liad 
yielded himself an unarmed prisoner. He knew the risk he run in 
submitting, and he had probably consulted his own character 
rather than their benefit in throwing away his arms. They there- 
fore pronounced the judgment of death against their captive, 
merely respecting the decree of their white allies, who had com- 
manded them to spare the torture. 



,y Google 



THE WETT OP WISH-TON- WISH. 257 

So soon as this determination was made known, the Commis- 
sioners of the colony hastened away from the spot, with conscienoes 
that required some aid from the stimulus of their suhtle doctrines, 
in order to render them quiet. They were, however, ingenious 
casuists, and as they hurried along their return path, most of the 
party were satisfied that they had rather manifested a merciful 
interposition than exercised any act of positive cruelty. 

Burin? the two or three hours which had passed in these solemn 
and usual preparations, Conanchet was seated on a rock, a close, 
hut apparently an unmoved, spectator of all that j)assed. His eye 
was mild, and at times melancholy ; hut its hnghtness and its 
steadiness remained unimpaired. When his sentence was an- 
nounced it ezhihited no change, and he saw all the pale men 
depart with the calmness he had maintained throughout. It was 
only ns Uncas, attended hv the hody of his party and the two white 
superintendents who had. heen left, approached, that his spirit 
seemed to awaken. 

" My people have said that there shall he no more wolves in the 
woods," said Uncas; " and they have commanded our young men 
to slay the hungriest of them all." 

" It is well," coldly returned the other. 

A gleaming of admiration, and perhaps of humanity, came over 
the grim countenance of Uncas, as he ^ed at the repose which 
reigned in the firm features of his victim. For an mstant his 
purpose wavered. 

"The Mohicans are a great trihe!" he added; "and the race of 
Uncas is getting few. We will paint our hrother so that the lying 
Narragansetts snail not know him, and he will he a warrior on the 
main land." 

This relenting of his enemy had a corresponding effect on the 
generous temper of Conanchet. The lofty pride deserted his eye, 
and his look hecame milder and more human. For a minute 
intense thought hrooded around his hrow ; the firm muscles of his 
mouth played a little, though scarcely enough to he seen, and then 
he sooke- 

" Mohican." he said, " why should your young men he in a hurry ? 
My scalp will he the scalp of a great chief to-morrow. They will 
not take two, should they strike their prisoner now." 

" Hath Conanchet forgotten anything, that he is not ready?" 

" Sachem, he is always ready. But " he spoke in tones that 

faltered, " does a Mohican live alone ?" 

"How many suns doth the Narragansett ask?" 

" One : when the shadow of that pine points towards the hrook 
Conanchet will he ready. He will then stand in its shade with 
naked hands." 

"Go," said Uncas, with dignity; " I have heard the words of a 
Sagamore." 

Conanchet turned, and passing swiftly through the silent crowd, 
his person was soon lost in the surrounding forest. 

^8 ■ ' 
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CHAPTER XXXr. 

•• Therefbre, lay bare your bosom.** 

MerohoMt qf Fenke, 

The night that succeeded was wild and melancholy. The moon 
was nearly full, hut its place in the heavens was only seen as the 
masses of Tapour which drove through the air occasionally opened 
suffering short gleams of fitful light to fall on the scene below. A 
south-western wind rather moaned than sighed through the forest^ 
and there were moments when its freshness increased till e v ery leaf 
seemed a tongue and each low plant appeared to be endowed with 
the gift of speech. With the exception of these imposing and not 
impieasing natural sounds there was a solemn quiet in and about 
the village of the Wish- Ton- Wish. An hour before the moment 
when we resume the action of the legend the sun had settled into 
the neighbouring forest, and most of its simple and laborious 
inhabitants had already sought their rest. 

The lights, however, still shone through many of the windows of 
the "Heathcote House," as, in the language of the country, the 
dwelling of the Puritan was termed. There was the usual stirring 
industry in and about the ofBces, and the ordinary calm was reign- 
ing in the superior parts of the habitation. A solitary man was to 
be seen on its piazza. It was young Mark Heathcote, who paced 
the long and narrow gallery &s if impatient of some interruption ta 
his wishes. 

The uneasiness of the ^oung man was of short continuance, for 
ere he had been many minutes at his post a door opened, and two 
light and timid forms glided out of the house. 

" Thou hast not come alone, Martha," said the youth, half-dia- 
pleased. " I told thee that the matter I had to say was for thine 
own oar." 

" It is our Buth. Thou knowest, Mark, that she may not be left 
alone, for we fear her return to the forest. She is like some ill- 
tamed fawn, that would be apt to leap a^ay at the iirst m ell-known 
sound from .the woods. Even now 1 fear that we are too much 
asunder. 

"Fear nothing; my sister fondles her infant, and she thinketh 
not of iiight; thou seest 1 am here to intercept iier were such her 
intention. Now speak with candour, Martha, and say it' thou 
meant in sincerity that the visits of the Hartford gallant were less 
to thy liking than most of thy friends have believed." 

" What I nave said caimot be recalled." 

" Still, it may be repented of." 

"I do not number the dislike I may feel for the young man 
among my failings. I am too happy here in this family to wish to 

ouit it. Arid now that our sister tiiere is one speaking to hor at 

this moment, Mark 1" 

**'Tis only the innocent," returned the young man. glancing his 
eye to the other end of the piazza. " They confer often together. 



,y Google 



THB mm OP WXSH-TQV-WISH. '20 

WMttal Lath just come in from the woods, whither Iib is much 
inclined to pass an hour or two each evening^. Thon wast^ayiofir 
that now we have our sister " 

" I feel less desire to change my ahode." 

" Then why not stay with us for ever, Martha?" 

"Hist!" interrupted his compamon, who, though conseioas of 
what she was ahout to listen to, shrunk with the waywardness of 
female nature from the yery declaration she most wished to hear-^ 
"hist! — there was a movement. Ah! our Ruth and Whittal az« 
fled!" 

** They seek some amusement for the hahe—they are near the 
out-buildings. Then why not acoeot a right to remain for ever '*. 

** It may not be, Mark," cried tne girl, wresting her hand from 
his grasp ; " they are fled !" 

Mark reluctantly released his hold, and followed to the spot 
where his sister had been sitting. She was, in truth gone, though 
some minutes passed before even Martha seriously believed that 
she had disappeared ^vithout an intention of returning. The agita^ 
tion of both rendered the search ill-directed and uncertain, and 
there was perhaps asecret satisfaction in prolone^ng tiieir interview 
even in t^is vague manner, that prevented tnem for some tim» 
from giving the alarm. When that moment did come, it was too 
late The flelds were examined, the orchards and out-houses 
thoroughly searched, without any traces of the ftigitives. It would 
have been useless to enter the forest in the darkness, and all that 
could be done in reason was to set a watch during the night; 
and to prepare for a more active and intelligent pursuit in the 
morning. 

But lon^ before the sun arose, the small and melancholy partf 
of the fugitives threaded the woods at such a distance from the 
valley as would have rendered the plan of the family entirely 
nugatory. Conanchet had led the wav over a thousand forest 
knolls, across water-courses, and through dark glens, followed by 
his silent partner, with an industry that would have baffled thb 
zeal of even those from whom they fled. Whittal Ring, bearing 
the infant on his back, trudged with unwearied step in the reacw 
Hours had passed in this manner, and not a syllable had been 
uttered by either of the three. Once or twice they had stopped at 
some spot where water, limpid as the air, gushed from the roeka^ 
and drmking from the hollows of their hands, the march had been 
rtsumed with the same speechless industry as before. 

At length Conanchet paused. He studied the position of the sua 
gravelj[, and took a long and anxious look at the signs of the 
fo^'est. in order that he might not be deceived in its quarter. T* 
an unpractised eye the arches of the trei-s, the leat-covered earthy 
and the mouldering logs would have seemed everywhere the same^' 
But it was not easy to aeceive one so trained in the woods. Satisfied 
equally with the progress he had made and with the hour, th« 
ehief signed to his two companions to place themselves at iiis sid^ 
and took a seat on a low shelf of rock that thrust its naked head 
out of the siiLe of a hill. 

82 
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For many minutes after all were seated no one broke tlie silence. 
The eye of Narra-mattah sought the countenance of her husband 
as the eye of woman seeks instruction from the expression of 
features that^he has been taught to revere ; but still she spoke not. 
The innocent laid the patient babe at the feet of its mother and 
imitated her reserve. 

"Is the air of the woods pleasant to the Honey-suckle after 
living in the wigwam of her people?" asked Conanchet, breaking 
the long silence. ** Can a flower which blossomed in the sun like 
the shade?" 

' "A woman of the Narragansetts is happiest in the lodge of her 
husband." 

• The eye of the chief met her confiding look with affection, and 
then it fell mild, and full of kindness, on the features of the infant 
that lay at their feet. There was a minute during which an 
expression of bitter melancholy gathered about his brow. 

^* The Spirit that made the earth," he continued, ** is very cunning. 
He has laiown where to put the hemlock, and where the oak 
should grow. He has left the moose and the deer to the Indian 
hunter, and he has ^ven the horse and the ox to a pale-face. Each 
tribe hath its hunting grounds and its game. The Narragansetts 
know the taste of a clam, while the Mohawks eat the berries of the 
mountains. Thou hast seen the bright bow which shines in the 
skies, Narra-mattah, and knowest how one colour is mixed with 
another like paint on a warrior!s face. The leaf of the hemlock is 
like the leaf of the sumach; the ash, the chestnut; the chestnut, 
the linden; and the linden, the broad-leaved tree which bears the 
red fruit in the clearing of the Yengeese ; but the tree of the red 
fruit is little jike the Yengeese ! Conanchet is a tall and straight 
hemlock, and the father of Narra-mattah is a tree of the cleanng 
that bears the red fruit. The Great Spirit was angry when they 
grew together." 

The sensitive wife understood but too well the current of the 
chief's thoughts. Suppressing the pain she felt, however, she 
answered with the readmess of a woman, whose imagination was 
quickened by her affections. 

" What Conanchet hath said is true. But the Yengeese have put 
the apple of their own land on the thorn of our woods, and the 
firuit is j?ood !" 

"It IS like that boy," said the chief, pointing to his son; 
"neither red nor pale. No, Narra-Mattah ; what the Great 
Spirit hath oommanaed even a Sachem must do." 
' "And doth Conanchet say this fruit is not good?" asked his 
wife, lifting the smiling boy with a mother's joy before his eyes. 

The heart of the warrior was touched. Sending his head, he 
kissed the babe, with such fondness as parents less stem are wont 
to exhibit. For a moment, he appeared to have satisfaction in 
gazing at the promise of the child.. But as he raised his head, his 
eye caught a glimpse of the sun, and the whole expression of his 
countenance changed. Motioning to his wife to replace the 
infant on the earth, he turned to her with solemnity, qjSSl continued. 
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" Let the tongue of Narra-mattah speak without fear. She hath 
'been in the lodges of her father, and hath tasted of their plenty. 
Is her heart glad?" • 

The young wife paused. The question hrought with it a sudden 
recollection of all those reviving sensations, of that tender solicit 
tude, and of those soothing sympathies of which she had so lately 
been the subject. But these feelings soon vanished, ibr without, 
daring to lift her eyes to meet the attentive and anxious gaze of. 
the chief, she said firmly, though with a Yoice that was subdued by 
diffidence — 

" Narra-mattah is a wife." 

'* Then will she listen to the words of her husband. Conanchet 
is a chief no longer. He is a prisoner of the Mohicans. Uncas 
waits for him in the woods V* 

Notwithstanding the recent declaration of the young wife, she 
heard of this calamity with little of the calmness of an Indian 
woman. At first, it seemed as if her senses refused to comprehend 
the meaning of the words. Wonder, doubt, horror, and fearful 
certainty, each in its turn prevailed, for she was too well schooled 
in all the usages and opinions of the people with whom she dwelt 
not to understand the jeopardy in which her husband was placed. 

"The Sachem of the Narragansetts a prisoner of Mohican 
Uncas !" she repeated, in a low tone, as if the sound of her voice 
were necessary to dispel some horrible illusion. " Ko ; Uncas is 
not a warrior to strike Conanchet !" 

" Hear my words,*' said the chief, touching the shoulder of his 
wife, as one arouses a friend from his slumbers. " There is a pale- 
face in these woods who is a burrowing fox. He hides his nead 
from the Yengeese. When his people were on the trail, barking 
like hungry wolyes, this man trusted to a Sagamore. It was a 
swift chace, and my father is getting very old. He went up a 
young hickory, like a bear, and Conanchet led off the Ijdng tnbe. 
' But he is not a moose. His legs cannot go, like running water, 
forever!" 

"And why did the great Narragansett give his life for a 
stranger?" 

"The man is a brave;" returned the Sachem, proudly: "He 
took the scalp of a Sagamore !" 

Again Narra-mattah was silent. She brooded, in nearly stupid 
amazement, on the frightful truth. 

" The Great Spirit sees that the man and his wife are of different 
tribes," she at length ventured to rejoin. " He wishes them to 
become the same people. Let Conanchet quit the woods, and go 
into the clearings, with the mother of his boy. Her white father 
will be glad, and Mohican Uncas will not dare to follow." 

" Woman, I am a Sachem^ and a warrior among my people !" 

There was a severe and cold displeasure in the voice of Conan- 
chet that his companion had never before heard. He spoke in the 
manner of a chief to his woman, rather than with that manly 
softness with which he had been accustomed to address the scion 
of the pale-faces. The words came oyer her heart like a withering 
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diin, snd afiliefioB kept her mnte. The ebi^ ianseif, sflfce a tno- 
ment loaeer in a stem calmness, and thenrising; in displeasure, 
lie pointed to the sun, and beckoned to his companions to proceed. 
In a time that appeared to the throbbing heart of her who followed 
his swift footsteps hut a moment, they had turned a little eminence, 
and in another minute the3r stood in the presence of a ^arty that 
eridently awaited Iheir coming. This grave group consisted only 
of Uncas, two of his fiercest-looking and most athletic warriors, 
the divine, and Eben Dudley. 

Advancing rapidly to the spot where his enemy stood, Conanchet 
took his post at the foot of the fatal tree. Pcunting to the shadow, 
which had not yet turned towards tiie east, he folded his arms 
on his naked bosom, and assumed an air of haughty nncon- 
oern. These movements were made in the midst of a profound 
stillness. 

Disappointment, unwilling admiration, and distrust, all strug- 
gled through the mask of practised composure in the dark coun- 
tenance of Uncas. He regarded his long-hated and terrible foe 
with an eye that seemed willing to detect some lurking signs of 
weakness. It would not have been easy to say whether he most 
felt respect or regret at the faith of the Narragansett. Accompanied 
by his two grim warriors, the chief examined the position of the 
shadow with critical minuteness, and when there no longer existed 
a pretext for affecting to doubt the punctuality of their captive, a 
deep ejaculation of assent issued from the chest of each. Like some 
wary j udge whose justice is fettered by legal precedents, as if satis- 
fied there was no flaw in the proceedings, the Mohican then signed 
to the white men to draw near. 

*' Man of wild and unreclaimed nature V commeneed Meek 
Wolfe, in his usual admonitory and ascetic tones, ** the hour of 
tby existence draws to its end! Judgment hath had rule; thou 
hast been weighed in the balances and art found wanting. But 
Christian charity is never weary. "We may not resist the ordi- 
nances of Providence, but we may temper the blow to the offender. 
That thou art here to die is a mandate decreed in equity, and 
rendered awful by mystery ; but further, submission to the will of 
Heaven doth not exact. Heathen, thou hast a soul, and it is about 
to leave its earthly tenement for the unknown world " 

Until now the captive had listened with the courtesy of a savage 
when unexcited. He had even gazed at the ^uiet enthusiasm and 
singularly contradictory passions that shone in the deep lines of 
the speaKer's face, with some such reverence as he might have 
maniiested at an exhibition of one of the pretended revelations of 
a prophet of his tribe. But when the divine came to touch upon 
his condition after death, his mind received a clear and to him an 
unerring chie to the truth. Laying a fiujger suddenly on the 
riloulder of Meek, he int^rupted fiim by saying, — 

" My father forgets that the skin of his son is red. The path to 
file happy hunting grounds of just Indians lies before him.**^ 
^ '* Heai»en, in thy words hath the master spirit ol delusioa and 
iris utteiied h™ blas^hjeiuei I" 
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^Hist!— Did my father sto that which stirr&Qi the hash}' 

** It was the viewless wind, idolatrous and idle-minded infant in 
the form of adult man !" 

** And yet my father speaks to it/' returned the Indian, with the 
grave but catting: saircasm of his people. " See," he added, haugh- 
tily, and even with ferocity, " the shadow hath passed the root of 
the tree. Let the cunning man of the pale-faces stand aside ; a 
Sachem is ready to die !" 

Meek groaned audibly, and in real sorrow; for notwithstanding 
tfae^veil which exalted theories and doctrinal subtleties had drawn 
before his judgment, the charities of the man were grounded in 
truth. Bowing to what he believed to be a mysterious dispensation 
<>f the will of Heaven, he withdrew to a short distance, and kneel- 
ing on a rock, his voice wais heard during the remainder of the 
<ieremonies lifting its tones in fervent prayer for the soul of the 
condemned. 

The divine had no sooner quitted the place than Uncas motioned 
to Dudley to approach. Though the nature of the borderer was 
essentially honest and kind, he was, in opinions and prejudices, but 
a creature of the times. If he hod assented to the judgment which 
committed the captive to the mercv of his implacable enemies, he 
had the merit of having suggestea the expedient that was to pro- 
tect the sufferer from those refinements in cruelty which the savages 
were known to be too ready to inilict. He had even volunteered 
to be one of the agents to enfnroe his own expedient, though in 
so doing he had committed no little violence to his natural inclina- 
tions. The reader will therefore judge of his conduct, in this par- 
tioular, with a degree of lenity that a right consideration of the 
condition of the country and of the usages of the age may require. 
There was even a relenting and a yielding of purpose in the coun- 
tenance of this witness of the scene that was favourable to the 
safety of the captive as he now spoke. His address was first to 
Uncas. 

"A happy fortune, Mohican, something aided by the power of 
the white men, hath put this Narragansett into thy hands," he 
said. " It is certain that the Commissioners of the colony have 
consented that thou shouldst exeroiee thy will on his life; but 
there is a voice in the breast of every human bein^ which should 
be stronger than the voice of revenge, and that is the voice of 
mercy. It is not yet too late to hearken to it. Take the ^Mromise 
cf the Narragansett for his faith — ^take more — ^take a hostage in 
this child, which with its moth^ shaU be guarded among the 
English, and let the prisoner ffo." 

•• My brother asketn with a oi^ mind !" said Uncas, drily. 

" 1 knew not how or why it is I ask vntb. this earnestness,** re- 
sumed Dudley, ** but there are old recollections and former kind- 
nesses in the face and manner of this Indian ! And here, too, is 
one in the woman that I know is tied to some of our settlements 
with a bond nearer than that of common charity — Mohican, I will 
add a goodly gift of powder and of musket, if thou wilt listen to 
mercy and take the faith of the Narragansett." 
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Unoas pointed with ironical coldness to his captiTe, as he said — 

* * Let Conanchet speak ! " 

** Thon heaxest, Narragansett. If the man I begin to suspect thee 
to be, thou knowest something of the usaees of the whites. Speak, 
wilt swear to keep peace with the Mohicans, and to bury the 
hatchet in the path between your Tillages." 

*' The fire that burnt the lodges of my people turned the heart of 
Conanchet to stone/' was the steady answer. 

'* Then can I do no more than see the treaty respected/' returned 
Dudley in disappointment. ** Thou hast thy nature and it will 
have way. The Lord have mercy on thee, Lidian, and render tiiee 
such judgment as is meet for one of savage opportunities." 

He made a gesture to Uncas that he had done, and fell back a few 
paces from the tree, his honest features expressing all his concern, 
while his eye did not refuse to do its duty by closely watching each 
movement of the adverse parties. At the same instant the grim 
attendants of the Mohican chief, in obedience to a sign, took their 
stations on each side of the captive. They evidently awaited for 
the last and fatal signal to complete their unrelenting nurpose. At 
this grave moment were was a pause^ as if each oi the principal 
actors pondered serious matter in his inmost mind. 

'*The Narragansett hath not yet spoken to his woman," said 
Uncas, secretly hoping that his enemy might yet betray some un- 
manly weakness in a moment of so severe trial. *' She is near." 

'* I said my heart was stone," coldly returned the Narragansett. 

** See, the girl creepeth like a frightened fowl among the leaves. 
If my brother Conanchet will look, ne will see his beloved." 

The coimtenance of Conanchet g^w dark, but it did not warer. 

" We will go among the bushes if the Sachem is afraid to speak 
to his woman with the e^es of a Mohican on him. A warrior is not 
a curious girl, that he wishes to see the sorrow of a chief !" 

Conanchet felt hurriedly for some weapon that might strike 
his enemv to the earth, and then a low murmuring sound at his 
elbow stole so softly on his ear as suddenly to divert the tempest 
of passion. 

*' Will not a Sachem look at his boy?" demanded the suppliant. 
" It is the son of a great warrior ; why is the face of his father so 
dark on him?" 

Narra-mattah had drawn near enough to her husband to be 
within reach of his hand. With extended arms she held the pledge 
of their former happiness towards the chief, as if to beseech a last 
and kindly look ol recognition and love. 

"Will not the great Narragansett look at his boy?" she re- 
peated, in a voice that sounded like the lowest notes of some 
touching melody. *'Why is his face so dark on a woman of his 
tribe?" 

Even the stem features of the Mohican Sagamore showed that he 
was touched. Beckoning to his erim attendants to move behind the 
tree, he turned and walked aside with the noble air of a savage 
whni influenced by his better feelings. Then light shot into the 
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clouded countenanoe of Conancliet. His eyes sought tlie face of his 
stricken and meved consort, who moumea less for his danger than 
die grieved for his displeasure. He receiyed the boy from hes 
htnds, and studied his features long and intently. Beckoning to 
Dudley, who alone gazed on the scene, he placed the infant in his 
anus. 

"See/' he said, pointing to the child, ''it is a blossom of the 
clearings. It will not live in the shade." 

He then fastened a look on his trembling partaier. There was a 
husband's love in the glance^ 

" Flower of the onen land," he said, " the Manitou of thy race 
will place thee in the fields of thy fathers. The sun wiE shine 
upon thee, and the winds from beyond the salt lake will blow the 
clouds into the woods. A just and ^eat chief cannot shut his ear 
to the Good Spirit of his people. Mine ualls his son to hunt among 
the braves that have ^one on the long path ; thine points another 
way. Go, hear his voice and obey. Let thy mind oe like a wide 
clearing; let all its shadows be next the woods; let it forget 
the dream it dreamt among the trees. 'Tis the will of the 
Manitou." 

" Conanchet asketh much of his wife ; her soul is only the soul of 
a woman !" 

** A woman of the pale-faces ; iiow let her seek her tribe. Narta- 
Mattah, thy people speak strange traditions. They say that one 
just man died for all colours. Iknow not. Conanchet is a child 
amon^ the cunning and a man with the warriors. If this be true, 
he will look for his woman and boy in the happy hunting-grounds, 
and they wiU come to him. There is no hunter of the Yengeese 
that can kill so many deer. Let Narra-mattah forget her chief 
tUl that time, and then, when she calls him by name, let her speak 
strong, for he will be very glad to hear her voice again* Go, a 
fiagamore is about to start on a long journey. He takes leave of 
his wife with a heavy spirit. She will put a little flower of two 
colours before her eyes, and be happy in its growth. Now let her 
go. A Sagamore is about to die." 

The attentive woman caught each slow and measured syllable, as 
ime trained in superstitious legends would listen to an oracle. 
But, accustomed to obedience and bewildered with grief, she hesi- 
tated no longer. The head of Narra-mattah sunk on her bosom as 
she left him, and her face was buried in her robe. The step with 
which she passed Uncas was so light as to be inaudible ; but, when 
he saw her tottering form turning swiftly, he stretched an arm high 
in the air. The terrible mutes just showed themselves from behind 
the tree, and vanished. Conanchet started, and it seemed as if he 
were about to plunge forward ; but recovering himself by a despe- 
rate effort, his body sunk back against the tree, and he fell in the 
aUitude of a chief seated in council. There was a smile of fierce 
triumph on his face, and his lips evidently moved. Uncas did not 
breathe as ha bent forward to hsten. 

" Mohican, I die before my heart is soft I" uttered firmly but 
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widi a giniggle» mehed his ears. Then came two long and Immsf 
xespiratioiu. One waa the retoming breath of Uncaa, and thia 
^ther the dying aigh of the last fiaoh e m of the broken and dia 
peraed tribe of the Kaxraganaetta. 



CHAPTER XXXn. 

** Each lonely scene shall tbee xestofc; 
For thee the tear be daly shed : 
Belov'd till life can charm no more; 
And moumed tiU PUy's self be dead." 
ComuM. 

As hooT later and the prineinal aoton in the foregoing aoene had 
disappeared. There remained only the widowed Nacra-mattah» 
witii IKtdley, the divine, and Whittal Binf. 

The body of Gonanchet still oontinaed where he had died, seated 
like a chief in council. The daughter of Content and Ruth had 
stolen to its side, and she had taken her seat in that species of dull 
woe which so frequently attends the first momenta of any un- 
expected and overwhelming affliction. She neither spoke, sobbed* 
nqr sorrowed in any way mat grief ia wont to afEeot the human 
system. The mind seemed palsied, though a withering sense of the 
blow was fearfully eneraven on every lineament of her eloquent 
£eMe. The colour nad deserted her cheek", the lips were blooolesa, 
while at moments they quivored convulsively, hke the tremuloua 
;movement of the sleeping infant, and at long intervals her bosom 
heaved, as if the apint widiin struggled heavily to escape from its 
earthly prison. The child lay unheeded at her side, and Whittal 
Ring had placed himself on the opposite side of the corpse. 

The two agents appointed by the colony to witness the death of 
Conanchet stood near, gazing moumfullv on the piteous spectacle. 
The instant the srarit of the oondemnea man had fled the prayers 
of the divine had ceased, for he believed that then the soul nad 
gone to judgment. . But there was mere of human charity and less 
of that exaggerated severity in his aspeet, than was ordinarily 
seated in the deep lines of his austere oountenance. Now that the 
deed was done, and the excitement of his exalted theories had givea 
way to the more positive appearance of the result, he might even 
have moments of harassing doubts concerning the lawfulness of an 
act that he had hitherto veiled under the forms of a legal and neces- 
taxy execution of justioe. The mind of Eben Dudley vacillated 
with none of the subtleties of doctrine or of law. As there had been 
less exaggeration in his original views of the necessity of the pro- 
eeeding, so was there more steadiness in his contemplation of its 
folfilment. Feelings, they might be termed emotions, of a different 
nature trouUed the breast of this resolute but justly-disposed 
borderer. 

**ThiB hath been a melancholy visitation of necessity, and a 
■^e manifestation of the fore-ordering will,*' said the Ensign, as 
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lie fazed at tlie sad si^tacle before him. *' Father and son hare 
both died as it were iti my presence, and both have departed for 
the world of spirits in a manner to prove the inscrutaoleness of 
FroTidence. ^t dost not see here, in the face of her who looke1& 
like a form of stone, traces of a oonntenanee that is familiar y* 

** Thou hast allusion to tiie consortof Captain Content Heathcote ?" 

'* Truly, to her only. Thou art not, reverend sir, of sufficient 
residence at the Wish-Ton- Wish to remember that lady in her 
^outhfulness. But to me, the hour when the Captain led his 
followers into the wilderness seemeth bat as a morning of the past 
season. I was then active in limb, and something in r<^ection and 
discourse ; it was in tiiat ioomey that the woman who is now the 
mother of my children and I iirst made acquaintance. I have seen 
many comely females in my time, but never did I look on one so 
pleasant to the eye as was the consort of the Captain until the nig^t 
of the burning. Thou hast offcen heard the loss she then met, and 
from that hour her beauty hath been that of the October leaf, rather 
than its loveliness in the season of fertility. Now look on the face 
of this mourner, and say if there be not JMve sach an image as the 
water reflects irom the overhanging bush. In verity, I could 
believe it was the sorrowing eye and bCTeaved look of the mother 
herself!" 

" Grief hath struck its blow hearilv on this nnoflfending victim," 
uttered Meek, with great and subdued softness in his manner. 
** The voice of petition must be raised in her behalf, ot " 

** Hist ! — ^there are some in the forest ; I hear the rostiing of 
leaves !*' 

*' The voice of Him who made the earth, whisp^ing in the winds ; 
his breath is the movement of nature !" 

** Here are living men ! — But happily l^e meeting is friendly, 
and there wiU be no further occasion for strife. The heart of a 
father is sure as ready eye and swift foot." 

Dudley suffered his musket to iiall at his side, and both he and 
his companions stood in attitudes of decent composure, to await the 
arrival of those who approached. The party that drew near arrived 
<m the side of the tree opposite to that on which the death of Conan- 
ohet had occmred. The enormous trunk and swelling roots of the 
pine concealed the group at its feet, but the persons of Meek and 
the Ensign were soon observed* The instant they were discovered, 
he who led the new comers bent his footsteps in that direction. 

"If, as thou hast supposed, the Narragansett hath ag[ain led her 
thou hast so long mourned into the forest," said Submission, who 
acted as guide to those who followed, '*here are we at no great 
distance from the place of his resort. It was near yon rock that he 
gave the meeting with the bloody-minded Philip, and the place 
where I receivea the boon of an useless and mudi-affiicted life, 
from his care, is within the bosom of that thieket whieh borders 
the brook. The minister of t^e Lord, and our stout friend the En- 
«ign, may have further matter to tell us of his movements." 

The speaker haJ stopped within a ^ort distanee of the two he 
named, but still on the side of the tree opposite to that where the 
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body lay. He had addressed his words to Content, who also halted 
to await the arrival of Rnth, who came in the rear, supported by 
her son, and attended by Faith and the physician; all equipped like 
persons enjfaged in a search through the forest. A mother's heart 
had sustained the feeble woman, for many a weary mile, but her 
steps had begnin to drag, shortly before they so happily fell upon the 
signs of human beings, near the spot where they now met the two 
agents of the colony. 

Notwithstanding the deep interest which belonged to the respec- 
tive pursuits of the individuals who composed these two parties, the 
interview was opened with no lively signs of feeling on either side. 
To them a journey in the forest possessed no novelties, and after 
traversing its mazes for a day, the newly arrived encountered their 
friends as men meet on more beaten tracks, in countries where 
roads unavoidably lead them to cross each other's paths. Even the 
appearance of Submission, in front of the travellers, elicited no 
marks of surprise in the unmoved features of those who witnessed 
his approach. Indeed the mutual composure of one who Had so 
long concealed his person, and of those who had more than onc^ 
seen him in striking and mysterious situations, might well justify a 
belief that the secret of his presence near the valley had not been 
confined to the family of the Heathcotes. This fact is rendered still 
more probable by the recollection of the honesty of Dudley, and the 
professional characters of the two others. 

" We are on the trail of one fled, as the truant fawn seeketh again 
the covers of the woods, ' ' said Content. ** Our hunt was uncertain, 
and it might have been vain, so many feet have lately crossed the 
forest, were it not that Providence hath cast our route on that of 
our Mend here, who hath had reason to know the probable situa- 
tion of the Indian camp. Hast seen aught of the Sachem of the 
Narragansetts, Dudley? and where are those thou ledst against the 
subtle Philip? That thou fell upon his party we have heard, 
though further than thy general success we nave yet to learn. 
The Wompanoag escaped thee ?" 

**The wicked agencies that back him in his designs profited the 
savage in his extremity ; else would his fate have been that which 
I fear a far worthier spirit hath been doomed to suffer." 

"Of whom dost speak? — ^but it mattereth not. We seek our 
child; she whom thou hast known, and whom thou hast so lately 
seen, hath again left us. We seek her in the camp of him who 
hath been to her — ^Dudley, hast seen aught of the Narragansett 
Sachem?" 

The Ensign looked at Ruth, as he had once before been seen to 

Sze on the sorrowing fbatures of the woman, but he spoke not. 
eek folded his arms on his breast, and seemed to pray inwardly. 
There was, however^ one who broke the silence, though his tones 
were low and menacing. 

"It was a bloody deed!" muttered the innocent. "The lying 
Mohican hath struck a great chief from behind. Let him dig the 
prints of his moooasLa from the earth with his nails, like a buirow- 
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ing fox, for there^ll be one on his trail before he can hide Ids head. 
Mpsett will be a warrior the next snow !" 

'^ There speaks my witless brother!" exclaimed Faith, rushing 
ahead; she recoiled, however, covered her face with her hands, and 
sunk upon the ground, under the violence of the surprise that fol- 
lowed. 

Though time moved with his ordinary pace, it appeared to those 
who witnessed the soene which succeeded as if the emotions of many 
days were collected within the brief compass of a few minutes. 
We shall not dwell on the first harrowing and exciting moments of 
the appalling discovery. 

A short half-hour served to make each person acquainted with all 
that it was necessary to know. We shall therefore transfer the 
narrative to the end of that period. 

The body of Conanchet still rested against the tree. The eyes 
were open; and, though glazed in death, there still remained about 
the brow, the compressed lips, and the expansive nostrils, much of 
that lofty iirmness which had sustained him in the last trial of life. 
The arms were passive at its sides, but one hand was clenched in 
the manner with which it had so often grasped the tomahawk, while 
tiie other had lost its power in a vain effort to seek the place in the 
girdle where l^e keen knife should have been. These two move- 
ments had probably been involuntary, for, in aU other respects, the 
form was expressive of dignity and repose. At its side, the imagin- 
ary Nipsett still held his place, menacing discontent betraying itself 
tlurougn the ordinary dull fatuity of his countenance. 

The others present were collected around the mother and her 
stricken child. It would seem that all other feelings were for the 
moment absorbed in apprehensions for the latter. There was much 
reason to dread that the recent shock had suddenly deranged some 
of that fearful machinery which links the soul to the body. This 
dreaded effect, however, was more to be apprehended by a general 
apathy and failing of the system, than by any violent and intel- 
ligible symptom. 

The pulses still vibrated, but it was heavily, and like the 
irregular and faltering evolutions of the mill, which the dying 
breeze is ceasing to fan. The pallid countenance was iixed in its 
expression of anguish. Ck>l6ur there was none; even the lips 
resembling the unnatural character which is given by images of 
wax. Her limbs, like her features, were immovable ; and yet there 
was at moments a working of the latter which would seem to imply, 
not only consciousness, but vivid and painful recollections of the 
realities of her situation. 

"This surpasseth my art," said Dr. Ergot, raising himself from 
a long and silent examination of the pulse ; " there is a mystery in 
the construction of the body which human knowledge hath not yet 
unveiled. The currents ot existence are sometimes frozen in an 
incomprehensible manner, and this I conceive to be a case that 
would confound the most learned of our art, even in the oldest 
eoimtries of the earth. It hath been my fortune to see many airiye. 
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and noi few depart from this busy world, and yet do I nresiime to 
foretell that here is one destined to quit its limits ere tne natiinl 
number of her days has been filled !" 

*' Let US address onrselves in behalf of that which shall neyer 
die to Him who hath ordered the event from the oommencesient 
of time," said Meek, motioning to those around him to join in 

The divine then lifted np his voioe nnder the arches of the forest 
in an ardent, pious, and eloquent petition. When this solemn duty 
was performed, attention was a£^ain bestowed on the sufi'erer. To 
the surprise of all, it was found that the blood had revibited her 
face, and that her radiant eyes were lighted with an expression of 
brightness and peaoe« She even motioned to be raised, in order 
that those near her person might be better seen. 

**Dost thou know us f" asked the trembling Ruth. "Look on 
thy friends, long mourned and much suffering daughter ! 'Tis she 
who sorrowed over thy infant afflictions, who r joiced in thy 
childish happiness, and who hath so bitterly wept thy loss, that 
craveth the boon. In this awful moment recall the lessons of youth. 
Surely, surely, the God that bestowed thee in mercy, though he 
hath led thee on a wonderful and inscrutable path, will not desert 
thee at the end ! Think of thv early instruction, child of my love ; 
feeble of spirit as thou art, the seed may yet quicken, though it 
hath been cast where the glory of the promise nath so long been 
hid." 

"Mother!" said a low, struggling voice in reply. The word 
reached every ear, and it caused a general and breathless attention. 
The sound was soft and low, perhaps infantile, but it was uttered 
without accent and clearly. 

"Mother — ^why are we in the forest?" continued the speaker. 
^Have any robbed us of our home, that we dwell beneath the 
trees?" 

Ruth raised a hand imploringly, for none to interrupt tiie 
illusion. 

" Nature hath revived the recollections of her youth," she whis- 
pered. " Let the spirit depart, if such be his holy will, in tfab 
blessedness of infant innocence ! " 

" Why do Mark and Martha stay ?" continued the other. " It is 
not safe, thou knowest mother, to wander fur in the woods; the 
heathen may he out of their towns, and one cannot say what evil 
ohanoe niight happen to the indiscreet." 

" A groan struggled from the chest of Content, and the musculflur 
hand of Dudley compressed itself on the shoulder of his wite, until 
the breathlessly attentive woman withdrew unconsciously with 
pain. 

" I've said as much to Mark, for he does not always remember 
thy warnings, mother; and those children do so love to wander 
together! — but Mark is in common good; do not chide if he stray 
too far — ^mother thou wilt not chide !" 

The youth turned his head, tor even at that moment the pside of 
young manhood prompted him to conceal his weakness. 
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** Hasl prayed to^j, my dav^hter^" said Bntk atnijifgliiig to 
be composed. '* Thou ahouldst not forget thy dutj to Ms blessed 
name, even though we are hooBeless in ulg woods/ 

•* I will pray now, mother," said the creature of this mysterious 
hallucination, struggling to bow her face into the lap of Euth. Her 
wish was indulged, and for a minute the same low childish voice 
was heard distinetLy repeating the words of a prayer adapted to the 
earliest period of life Feeble as were the sounds, none of their 
intonations escaped the listeners until near the close, when a species 
of holy cahn seemed to absorb the utterance. Kuth raised the form 
of her child, and saw that the features bore the placid look of a 
sleeping infant. Life played upon them, as the Hickerixig light 
lingers on the dying torch. Her dove-like eyes looked up into the 
face of Kuth, and the anguish of the mother was alleviated by a 
smile of intelligenoe and love. The full and sweet organs next 
rolled from face to face, recognition and pleasure accompanying 
each change. On Whittal they became perplexed and doubtful^, 
but when they met the fixed, frowning, and still commanding eye 
of the dead chief, their wandering ceased for ever. There was a 
minute during which fear, doubt, wildness, and early recollectiona 
struggled for the mastery. The hands of Narra-mattah trembled^ 
and she clung convulsively to the robe of Ruth. 

" Mother !— Mother !" — whispered the agitated victim of so many 
conflicting emotions, ** I will pray again—An evil spirit besets 
me." 

Euth felt the force of her grasp, and heard the breathing of % 
few words of petition ; after which the voice was mute, and the 
hands relaxed their hold. When the face of the nearly insensible 
parent was withdrawn, to the others the dead appeared to gaze at 
each other with a mysterious and unearthly intelligence. The 
look of the Narragansett was still, as in his hour of pride, haughty, 
unyielding, and tilled with defiance; ^hile that of the creature 
who had so long lived in his kindness was perplexed, timid, but 
not without a character of hope. A solemn calm succeeded, and 
when Meek raised his voice again in the forest, it was to ask the 
Omnipotent Euler of heaven and earth to sanctify his dispensation 
to tUose who survived. 

The changes which have been wrought on this continent within 
a century and a half, aie very wonderful. Cities have appeared 
where the wilderness then covered the ground, and there is good 
reason to believe that a fiourishing town now stands on or near the 
spot where Conauchet met his death. But, notwithstanding so 
much activity has prevailed in the countrv, the valley of this 
leffcnd remains but little alterad. The hamlet has increased to a 
village ; the farms possess more of the air of cultivation ; * the 
dwellings are enlarged, and are somewhat more commodious ; the 
ohurches are increased to three; the garrisoned houses, and all 
other signs of apprehension from violence, have long since dis** 
appeared ; but still the place is secluded, little known, and strongljr 
impressed with the marks of its original sylvan character. 
A descendant of Murk and Martha is, at this hour, the proprietor 
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of the estate on wHoh so many of the moving incidents of our 
simple tale were enacted. Even the building, which was the- 
second habitation of his ancestor, is in part standing, though ad- 
ditions and improvements have greatly changed its form. The 
orchards, which in 1676 were young and thrifty, are now old and 
decaying. The trees have yielded their character for excellence, 
to those varieties of the fruit which the soil and the climate have 
since made known to the inhabitants. Still thev stand, for it is 
known that fearful scenes occurred beneath their shades, and there 
is a deep moral interest attached to their existence. 

The ruins of the block-house, though much dilapidated and 
crumbling, are also visible. At their foot is the last abode of all 
the Heathcotes, who have lived and died in that vicinity, for near 
two centuries. The graves of those of later times, are known by 
tablets of marble ; but nearer to the ruin are many whose monu- 
ments, half concealed in the grass, are cut in the common coarse 
freestone of tiie country. 

One, who took an interest in the recollection of days long gone, 
bad occasion a few years since to visit the spot. It was easy to 
trace the births and deaths of generations, by the visible records 
on the more pretending: monuments of those interred within a 
hundred years. BeyonoL that period, research became difficult and 
painful. But his zeal was not to be easily defeated. 

To every little mound, one only excepted, there was a stone, and 
on each stone, illegible as it might be, there was an inscription. 
The undistinguished grave it was presumed, by its size and its 
position, was that which contained the bones of those who fell in 
the night of the burning. There was another, which bore in deep 
letters the name of the Puritan. His death occurred in 1680. At 
its side there was a humble stone, on which with great difficulty 
was traced the single word " Submission." It was impossible to 
ascertain whether the date was 1680 or 1690. The same mystery 
remained about the death of this man as had clouded so much of 
his life. His real name, parentage, or character, further than they 
have been revealed in these pagjes, was never traced. There still 
remains, however, in the family of the Heathcotes an orderly 
book of a troop of horse, which tradition says had some connexion 
with his fortunes. Affixed to this defaced and imperfect document 
is a fragment of some diary or ioumal, which has reference to the 
condemnation of Charles I. to the scaftbld. 

The body of Content lay near his infant children, and it would 
seem that ne still lived m the first quarter of the last century. 
There was an aged man lately in existence who remembers to 
have seen him, a white-headed patriarch, reverend by his years, 
and respected for his meekness and iustice. He had passed nearly, 
or quite, half-a-century unmarried. This melancholy fact was 
sufficiently shown by the date on the stone of the nearest mound. 
The inscription denotes it to be " the grave of Ruth, daughter of 
George Harding, of the colony of Massachusetts-bay, and wife of 
Captain Content Heathcote." ^e died in the autumn of 1675, with| 
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as tlie stone reveals, " a spirit broken for the purposes of earth, by 
jnuch family affliction, though with hopes justified by the covenant 
and her faith in the Lord." 

The divine who lately officiated, if he do not now officiate in the 
principal church of the village, is called the Rev. Meek Lamb- 
Though claiming a descent from him who ministered in the temple 
at the period of our tale, time and intermarriages have produced 
this diange in the name, and happily some others in doctrinal in- 
terpretations of duty. When this worthy servant of the churck 
found the' object that had led one, bom in another state, and claim- 
ing descent from a line of religionists who had left the common 
c )untry of their ancestors to worship in still another manner, had 
an interest in the fortunes of those who first inhabited the valley,. 
he found a pleasure in aiding the inquiries. The abodes of the- 
Dudleys and Eiugs were numerous in the village and its en^ons. 
He showed a stone, surrounded by many others that bore these 
names, on which was rudely carved, " I am Nipsett, a Narragansett ; 
the next snow I shall be a warrior !" There is a rumour that, 
though the hapless brother of Faith gradually returned to the ways 
of civilized life, he had frequent glimpses of those seducing^ 
pleasures which he had once enjoyed in the freedom of the woods. 

Whilst wandering through these melancholy remains of former 
scenes, a question was put to the divine concerning the place where 
Conanchet was interred. He readily offered to show it. The grave 
was on the hill, and distinguished only by a head-stone that the 
grass had concealed from former search. It merely bore the words 
"the Narragansett." 

" And this at its side?" asked the inquirer. " Here is one also, 
before unnoted." 

The divine bent in the grass, and scraped the moss from the 
humble monument. He then pointed to a line carved with more 
than usual care. The inscription simply said, — 

" The Wept op Wish-Tok-Wish." 
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In fcap. 8vOy price 28- cloth lettered, 

MEMOIRS OF A DOLL. Written by Hebselp. 
Adapted by Mrs. Beb^t (Author of the "Black Prinoess^. 
Printed in laige type, and Illustrated by Gilbert. UnUbnn "with the 
■"Story of an Apple," "Black Princess," &c. 

Fcap. 8vo, price Ss* 6^ cloth gilt, 

THE ISLAND HOME ; being the Adventtires of Six 
Young Crusoes, cast on a Desolate Island. A New Edition^ 
with Eight lUustratlons. * 

NBW BOOK FOB OIBLS. 
In fcap. 8vo^ price Qa. 6d* cloth lettered, 

HEROINES OF HISTORY. By Mrs. Owm. Dlus- 
trated by John Gilbert. Comprising sketches of the following 
distinguished females mentioned in history: — 
Sbmiramis, I Zenobia, I Catherine de Medioi, 

Cleopatra, I Jane de Montfort, I Hary Stuart, 

Boaoiceay | Margaret of Angoa. | Madame deMainteiunif 

If arie Antoinette^ 
" Forms a most appropriate present for a young lady." 

In 1 vol price 49* doth^ emblematically gilt^ 

THE ANCIENT CITIES OF THE WORLD, m 
their Glory and their Desolation. By the Bev. T. A. Bu^KLET, 
M. A. Illustrated with numerous Engravings. 



) great countries of which these renowned cities were the capitals. 
Keatlj illustrated and eareiully written, it vb* the booV to put into the hands of 
every one." 

In fcap. 8vo, price 49* emblematically gilt^ 

THE GREAT CITIES OF THE MIDDLE AGES: 
their Rise and Promss. A Companion Volume to the "Ancient 
Cities." By the Rev. T. A. Buckley, M. A, F.aA, With Bight 
Illustrations from Designs by Wm^ Harvey, 
This Tolume, on the Ghreat Cities of the Middle A^, will ooimy to the young 
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CHEAP EDinOllfS OF JUVENILE WORKS. 3 

In 1 voL price S*- 6d. cloth gilt» 

GXJIZOrS POPULAR TALES. Novfirsfc Translated. 
Form an admirable companion to Guizot's "Moral Talei." 
With Eight UluBtrations by Godwin. 

« Are amply and trathAiIlj constnioted, and are, aa they ahonld be, peiftetlj 
unpretending in style and Iweaa^ without losing anytlung«f that perspicui^ 
CO essential in prodnctious of thia nature. The translator has presenred thia 
cone, and the result is, one of the nuMt complete story books for uuldren in the 
English language."-~06««rper. 

In 1 YoL price So* 6^ oloth gilt, 

JOHN RATTiTON; or,Read and Think. ByW.RoBSOK. 
Illustrated by Godwin. 

*'John Bailtonifl a most interesting book; fbllof anecdotes; and the great 
•dTsntage of thinking of what yon reM is brought out in Hie most entertaining 
manner possible." 

Price 3s. 6<i' cloth gilt, 

ROMANCE OF ADVENTURE; or, True Tales of 
Enterprise. A New Edition, considerably enlarged, with new 
Illustrations. Fcap. 8vo. 

In Poet 8vo, doth extra, price 49* 6d. cloth gilt, 

THE BATTLES OF THE BRITISH ARMY. By 
Chaslbs MacFablane. With Eight lUustrations by Wm. 
Harvey, emblematically gilt. 

<* In this volume it has been the Author's aim to narrate, in a forcible and 
interesting style, the most celebrated battles in which the Brittsh Army has been 
engftg^ commencing with Or«cy, down to the present time." 

'*Thi8 work differs most materially firam Maxwell's 'Tiotories of the Britiah 
Army,' and that it brings the events down to a much later date." 

Fcap. 8vo, price 2?. 6d. doth gilt, 

LAURA TEMPLE; a Tale for the Young By Anne 
BowKAK, Author of "Bolando's Travels" ^Second Series). A 
veiy Elegantly Printed Volume, with Eronttspieoe and Vignette* 
Emblematically gilt. 

• In fcap. 8vo, price 38* 6<1< doth, gilt badc^ 

JNFLUENCE; or, the Evil Genius. By the Author of 
a "Trap to Catch a Sunbeam," &c. With Eight Illustrationi 
from defdgns by Johoh Gilbert, 

In I ToL fcap. Svo, price 2^. doth gilt, 

GERTRUDE and EULAUE ; or, School-day Friends 
ships, and Early Life Associations. With Two Illiistration^ 

*• This is one of the most ddightftd yolumee that can be placed in the haads of 
the young and fair; the pure moral tcne that perradea it rflodeni it th* bMt 
presentation-book that has been issued for a long tisM.** 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ft €KEAP mDmnasm 4Nr JUYWsnauE wobxs. 

t 

THE MOST CORRECT AND BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED NATURAL 

HISTORY EVER PUBLISHED. 
In I Tol. small poM Bvi^ inioB 08. Qd. dofh extra, emblaBiatical]^ 

gih; or, with gilt-edgw, 9b. 

A NATURAL HISTOBY. By Rev. J. G. Wood. 
Slustnited wtth 450 Eztgmvings deislgiied expresdy for tiiis 
work hy WUiimn Marvty ; exeontod dn the first sbyid of art Ijrjr tbe 
brothers Dalzibl; and printed on a soperfine tinted 'ptBper fay CleBif; 
altogether forming the most correct and beaatifii% tUastntod 
volume that has apfpened on the sulgect of Natural Histeiy in a 
pqpularfDrnu 

The principal features of this new editum, aie : — 

1st. Its accuracy of Information. 

2nd. Its Systematic Arrangement. 

Srd. Illustrations executed expressly for the 'WOd^ wilii «tridl 
regard to correctness. 

4th. New and Authentic Anecdotes. 

** "The illaRtratea Nittorfll History,* by the Ber. J. €^. Woob, KA., matmrn, 
withm a exniillet ocmipan, AlM|pmriiianherof «pmbedttndwell-«xeoatedt^ 
than we recollect meeting with in the course of our ezperienee.'* — JStigUtk 
Chur^man. . 



UNIFOBM WITH "WOOB'S NATUEAL HISTOBY,'* 
Prioe ^. doth gilt» 

WHITFS NATURAL HISTORY OP SilLBORNK 
A new edition. EdHed by the Eev. J. 6. Wood, and ilhis- 
iaated with upwards of 200 lUustrations by W. JBfarvep. !Printed <m 
tinted paper. 

" A T«ry BapBrioredition of ihis moot popatar work." 

The notes have been prepared partiy with« view towards throwing 
further light on the subject treated of, and partly for the instructioii 
of the young naturalist, to whom many parts of the woik might be 
vninteUigible. 

^ An unprecedented number of engravings have been introduced, in 
order further to smooth the way for those new to Natural Hiatoryy 
for it is well known that the eye is affected sooner than the ear, and 
that a good figure of any object conveys the idea better to the mind 
atmax the best and -most aoouistB desonption. Eor the eKceUene« of 
the engravings the names of Messrs. Harvey and Dalziel, by whofna, 
with a few exceptions, the whole of the figures were drawn an^ 
engraved, are a sufficient guarantee. 

It is the Editor's sincere wish that the perusal of this volume may 
a>raken jn some minds the love of tiiat science, which, by the constant 
edntem^tion of God's works in then- wisdom, •strength, nr ibeau^^ 
msBm tinm any eiher emence tleads ^fae mind to their llakec. 

't** Be oareftfl in ordering, to spedfy "Wood's SdHion," as 
are so many editions of this work. 
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Xlifiw ILLTTSTRATBD JXPFESftLB WOBB& S 

CAPTAI/i* MARRYA.TT. 
In 1 rol. price 5s. cloth^ emblematically gilt^ 

THE LITTLE SATAGE; oe; Adventures on a Desert 
Islami Bf CAPTMir Mmlrymtb,. With beatttifiil Bognunagfi 
by /o4f» OUbe^; engca^radby Dakid;. and laost elegaoily prin|»d 
in fcap. 8vo^ new type. 

In 1 -rol. price S^. clath, emblematically gilt». 

THE CHILDREN^ OF THE ISCEW FO'KEST. % 
Calais Majbl&yajt. With Eight beautiful Engravings by John 
QUb&rt; engraved hyDvtlMr and« most elegantly printed in fcap^ 
8v0, new type. 

In 1 voL fcap. 8vo, price 5s. doth gSt, 

STRAY LEAVES FROM &HAIXY PLAOBS. Bjr 
Mrs. N'ewton OttossLAjn) (late Gioailla. Toulmin), Aothor ei 
" Partners for Life," " Lydia : » Woman's Book," &c. With Eight 
Uluatrations &om Designs by John Gilbert. 

In 1 voL Foap. 8vo, price Sp. 6^* do<^ gilf^ 

UNCLE TOM'S CABDf, adaf^ted for JiuTOmIe Readers. 
By Mrs. Cbowb, Author of "Pippie's Warning," &c. With 
iBSg^t Blnstrations by J^fdeid* 



ROUTLED6r» V^MSTWfTWa STMlliMMIO JUVENILE BOOKS. 

The gre«t4>«t care h»s been taken in producing the present aeries. Thev hsra 
faeeu cara£Dlly^adit«d; balx at the oame tune, no libecty has been taken with the 
Author's meaning, or fbrm-of expFeaaiom Thtff are printed in a large type <xn 
superfine paper, and iUiutDatsd in.the flwt style of art, by H. K. Browne/ Jdhn 
Gilbert, W. Harvey, H. Warren, Corbould, &c., and are, without exception, 
the Che^^eat, Beat, and Most Complete Editiom of thea» tUnimnally Scalar 
Woiki^ and are pubhshed at, via. : — 

Baun4 in Q th, extr» Gilt Badfc 3' 6 each. 

Ditto Gilt Edgea. 4 « 

Ditto Coloured Phktea 6 0^ 

Or in Moroooo, extra 8 8,, 

G0irrKN!E8 OF THB SEBISS. 

SWlSSt FAMILY R0BINS03S" ; or, Adventures on a 
Desert Island A New Edition. The Two Series complete in 
One Vohirae, entirely BeTdsecL and Impio^ed Eight Ilhiatrations 
by. John Gilbert, 

EYENING^ AT HOME; or, the Juvenile Budget 
Opened. By L. Aekbh: and Mrs. Baebauld ; a New and Ee-' 
wed Ediiion. Eight Engravings, 416 pages. 

O AliTDFOiRIX AJS"© MEETON. By THoaua Day. 
^ A New Edition, en<ar«ly Revised and Coffirootod Eisfat Dlua- 
trations, 416 pages. ^^ 

EOBINSON CRUSOE ; iaokidkig His Farther 
tures. Complete Edition, with Life of Db Fob. 
by Fhtx. 482 pages. 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



O CHEAP EDITIONSr QF STANDARD JUVENILE WORKS. 

EOUTLEDGE'S ILLUSTRATED JUVENILE BOOKS-cwKMiwed. 
Price 3s. 6d* c^Mjii^ doth gill^ ^ 

GUIZOT'S (Madame) MOEAL TALES FOB 
YOUNG PEOPLE. Translated from the latest French Edition, 
by Mrs. L. Bubke. Illustrated by Campbell. 

THE BOY'S OWN STOEY BOOK. Witli numerous 
Illustrations by Wm, Harvey, 

HANS ANDERSEN'S FAIRY TALES AND LE- 
GENDS. Complete Edition. Illustrated by H, Warren. Trans- 
lated by Madamx de Chatelaut. 

TRAVELS OF ROLANDO; or, A Tour Round the 
VTorid. By LuoY Aikek. Newly Corrected and Revised by 
Cecil Habtlet, A.M. Illustrated by ffarvey. 502 pages. 

THE SEVEN .WONDERS of the WORLD, and their 
ASSOCIATIONS. With b«*utiful Illustrations by Harvey. 
A New Edition oonsidsbablt enlaboed. 

A PICTURE STORY BOOK Containing Good Lady 
Bertha's Honey Broth. Life and Adventures of Punchinello. 
Genius Goodfellow, Honest Hubert^ and Bean Flower and Pea Blos- 
som. Illustrated with Four beautiAil coloured ISngravings, and Four 
Hundred Woodcuts. 

VOYAGE AND VENTURE: Narratives of Perils 
by Sea and Land. With Eight Illustrations. 

EOLANDO'S TRAVELS; or, A Tour Round the 
World. Being a Continuation of the Firs'; Series of this popular 
Work. By Annb Bowman, author of " Laura Temple." With illus- 
trations by W. Harvey. 

D AWNINGS OF GENIUS (The) Exemplified and 
Exhibited in the Early lives of Distinguished Men. By Rev, 
T. A. Buckley, M.A., F.S.A. With Eight Illustratioi^p, froin 
Designs by Chdwin. 

CELEBRATED CHILDREN of aU Ages and Nationa 
By M. Massok. With Eight Illustrations, from Designs b^ 
/. Ahsolon. 

Contents of the Volume : — 
Koyal Children. Children celebrated for theij 

Martyr Children. Filial Affection. 

Courageous Children. Laborious Children* 

Iieamed Children. Poet Children. 

' '" . /rtist Children. 
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00 YOU CfWOY A HEARTY LAUCH, A6 THIS GCMTLEMAN 

IS DOING? 

•Then Buy f6r One Shilling, in Fancy Cover, 

SYDENHAM GBEENFIKCH: 

HIS WONDBOUS ADVENTUBEB, AS BELATED B7 HIS 
FBIEND, TOM HAWKINS. 

Pathetically^ comically, and outrageously Illustrated by 

McCoNNELL. 



i 






Or any of the following : — 

f. Edited and Illustrated by Alfred Crowquill. 

Price One Shiluno, Fancy Cover. 

VALENTINE VOX. By Heniy Cockton. 

Price Two Shillings, in Boards. 

GHEISTOPHEE TADPOLE. By Albert Smith. 
Price Two Shillings, in Boards. 

GBIMALDrS LIFE. Edited by Charles Dickens, 
and filustrated by George Gmikshank. 

Priod Two Shillings. 

WHOM TO MAEE7 ft HOW TO GET MAEEIED. 
By the Brothers Mayhew. 

Price Two Shillings, in Boards. 



CAUTION.— To all persous given to laughing, insure tout livcB before 
reading these wondrous books, as the auUiors and puGUsUers will not 
otherwise be answerable for the consequences. 
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?^M^ Price ONE SHILLING, sewed. 

AHGLIHG: 

HOW TO ANGLE AND WHEBE 
TO GO. 

By EGBERT BLAKEY, With nnmerotis IDustrations. 

" One of the iiesl booki erer pnbliiihed on the fabjeei, eonUiiainf more 
practical information than dozeni of its pretentiona rinds. Wc can ouly 
•av as an angler to anrler*, that if thqr do not provide theaiselTcs with this 
shilling volnme, ther deterre nerer to catdi a roach abore tvo oanees in 
weight."- n<f7^M. 

Price One Shilling, sewed. 

8H00TIH6; 

A MANUAL OF PRACTICAL INFORMATION ON 
THIS BRANCH OF I 

BRITISH FIELD SPORTS. 

By ROBERT BLAKEY, Author of "Angling: How to 
Angle, and Where to Go," <fec. &c. 

With Illueirations. 



Inme (price 5«.)) c^oth lettered, 

IE8T LIFE: 

rS SKETCHES OF NORWAY 

AND SWEDEN. 

Y NEWLAND, author of "The. Erne 
liegends and its Fly-fishing." 

lustrations. Post 8vo, doth, emhlema- 
tically gilt. 

in the above work. is to convey as mncU real infer- 
reated on m he coold compass: his deBcriptious 

Stion8,hiB anecdotes real anecdotes. The incidents 
appen. His instructions in the art of fly-flshiug 
he river, ore the results of his own experience, anc' 
own collections.**— JEr/rot'^ from Preface. 
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